
Geography Postgraduate 
NEWSLETTER. 

Hello and welcome to the inaugural Geography Postgraduate Newsletter.  
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window into the department for potential new students. Hope you enjoy!  
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Arctic Centenary Expedition  

Last year marked the 100th anniversary 

of Geography at Sheffield. In addition 

to an extensive series of events held in 

and around the department, a Centen-

ary expedition to Svalbard is currently 

underway. Led by Dr Andy Hodson, 

this camping venture in a remote fjord 

focuses on research into the many fac-

ets of glaciology, including glacier 

hydrology, geology, and the biology of 

micro-organisms that inhabit glacier 

surfaces. The expedition forms the 

fieldwork component of this yearôs 

MSc in Polar & Alpine Change course. 

In addition to our six intrepid MSc 

students, various postdoctoral research-

ers, PhD students and academics from 

the department are all taking part.  

 

- Jen Hall & Adam Dunajko 
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In May the 'Meet Animal Meat' confer-
ence, which explored the complex co-
entanglements of human and non-
human on and off the plate, saw Anna 
Krzywoszynska presenting a paper 
that deals with a member of the fungi 
kingdom: winemaking yeast.  
 
Anna writes Yeast comes to the fore 
as an important actor in the research 
I've been conducting in the world of 
organic winemaking in Northern Italy. 
Using ethnographic research methods, 
I have been studying the practice, dis-
course and principles of organic wine 
making; the methodology involved a 
year-long engagement with four or-
ganic wine producing companies in 
Northern Italy, plus visits to numerous 
vineyards in other wine-producing 
regions. In my presentation, I explored 

the difficulties of engaging with this 
invisible but powerful organism in daily 
winery practice, and challenged the 
appropriateness of mechanistic input -
output relations implied by scientific 
discourses in this context. I suggested 
that being open to a different kind of 
understanding of yeast-human en-
counters, where partial control and 
partial knowing on the part of the hu-
mans is accepted, can lead to a more 
interesting and more enjoyable kind of 
interaction. The presentation was 
guided by Donna Haraway's observa-
« ¦¥P ÙAmong beings who recognise 
one another, who respond to the pres-
ence of a significant other, something 
delicious is at stakeDÚ >^w©w®w° HFFNP 
236)  
 
- Anna Krzywoszynska 

Microorganisms are human geography too!  

Anna meeting the non-human vines 

On the benefits of con-
tact with the outside 

world...  

PhD student Nils estimating mass 

balance in an Arctic catchment 

First year PhD student Jen Hall has 

been engaging with the wider polar 

research community by volunteering 

on the UK Polar Network committee 

as secretary and newsletter editor. Jen 

explains ñThrough the UKPN I am in 

touch with other polar scientists 

around the country and involved with 

planning networking events and 

workshops. Our department here in 

Sheffield is hosting a UKPN 

Cryospheric Sciences workshop next 

November, which I am really looking 

forward to.ò 

For more info on UKPN and the 

Sheffield workshop please visit: 

www.polarnetwork.org/new/ 

 

- Jen Hall 

https://webmail.shef.ac.uk/horde/util/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.polarnetwork.org%2Fnew%2F&Horde=82c2528bbff55077b3f63a7a61dd3715
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My PhD on waste in the speciality cof-
fee industry (part of the Waste of the 
World project) often leads to that 
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Although I am passionate about what I 
study, I never really had a great re-
sponse to that one. However, during 
my fieldwork on coffee plantations in  
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starting my own business, putting 
what I've learnt about coffee to good 
use and opening a mobile coffee cart 
called Doctor Coffee's Cafe. I will stock 
excellent quality, fair trade and or-
ganic coffee, bought directly from the 
farms I worked on during my research 
in both Nicaragua and Costa Rica. My 
coffee cart takes the form of a little 
Italian APE van, a cute three wheeled 
thing, which I hope will be rocking up 
outside the Geography department 
very soon indeed! 
 
- Annabel Townsend 
 
More info: 
http://www.doctorcoffee.biz  
http://drcoffee.wordpress.com  
 
 
 
 

Anna Barford is learning Kiswahili in 
Zanzibar. As an ESRC funded student, 
she was able to extend her PhD hand-
in date in order to study a new lan-
guage. The time that you can extend 
for depends on the language you 
choose: to learn another European 
language you can extend by three 
months, to learn Kiswahili it is possible 
to have an extra six months, and to 
learn an unwritten language you can 
take an entire year! Of course the lan-
guage has to be useful to the research 
you are doing. This programme is a 
great way to learn another skill during 
the course of your PhD. 
 
W¥¥w ®© «{ª ÙI study at a language 
school for four hours a day, complete 
homework and also practice with the 
people I have met around town. It was 
hard to start with, not being able to 

chat easily. But the more I learn the 
more I enjoy it. Kiswahili uses some 
words from Arabic, Portuguese, Eng-
lish and other languages in part be-
cause of its development on the East 
African coast, which is central to In-
dian Ocean trade. I will use the lan-
guage I learn to undertake and inter-
pret focus groups about world ine-
qualities.Ù 
 
- Anna Barford 
 
For those who might not want to take 
such a big step as Anna, it is also possi-
ble to study a foreign language 
through the Research Training Pro-
gramme (RTP), which all PhD students 
at Sheffield undertake. Yang Yu used 
this scheme to study Spanish for her 
fieldwork in New Mexico. Fantástico!  
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Learn a new language as part of your PhD  

Messing about in boats  

Adam Dunajko is using optically-
stimulated luminescence (OSL) dating 
to research Quaternary landscape evo-
lution on the southern Cape coast of 
South Africa. During his fieldtrip in July 
the South Africa National Parks Agency 
(SANParks) kindly arranged a motor-
boat trip to an ancient sand dune, 
which now forms an island within one 
¦| «~{ m £z{©¥{ªª dw« ¦¥w£ fw©¢Üª ¤w¥° 
coastal lagoons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wzw¤ ªw z Ùthe island might date back 
to the last interglacial period 120 thou-
sand years ago, or perhaps even ear-
lier. No-one has ever sampled here for 
�]�Z�m�b�g�`���i�n�k�i�h�l�^�l���[�^�_�h�k�^�%���l�h���B���\�Z�g�ž�m���p�Z�b�m��
to get the results.Ú 
 
- Adam Dunajko 
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If anyone has any suggestions, 
comments or would like to make a 
submission for the next edition 
please contact Adam Dunajko at 
ggp07acd@sheffield.ac.uk  


