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Out and about 
Tony West and Derek Sinclair attended the kick-off meeting for NUOTO, a European 
project that they are partners in. Derek gave a presentation on Sheffield’s CCTO-type work 
and they discussed collaborative results with EPFL (Switzerland) and 
(STMicroelectronics/CNR-Sicily).  Dr Rainer Schmidt will start to work on this project at 
Sheffield as a PDRA on 1st April. 
 
Funding success 
Congratulations to Tony West who has been awarded £81,227 from EPSRC to study 
“Stoichiometry, Stability and Phase Equilibria of CaCu3Ti4O12 (CCTO) High Permittivity 
Ceramics”. 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Heath Bagshaw who recently passed his PhD viva.  Heath’s PhD was on 
'Structure-Property Relations in CaTiO3 based Microwave Dielectric Resonators'. 
 
Research Council Funding for FP7 Proposal Preparation 
EPSRC has funds available to pay for travel within Europe where the purpose of 
the visit is putting together an FP7 Proposal. In order to be eligible you must be 
a grant holder with the relevant research council. Further details can be found on 
the International Activity pages of their websites, or for more information please 
contact: for EPSRC: craig.walker@epsrc.ac.uk 
 
Visitor to the CCL 
Professor Phillippe Ghosez will be visiting the CCL on the 26th and 27th April.  He will 
hopefully give a talk on the afternoon of the 26th April.  Phillippe works on the modelling 
of various materials including dielectric and ferroelectrics.  If you would like some time 
with Phillippe during his visit please let me know and I will make sure there is some time 
set aside. 
 
Visitors to the CCL 
The CCL was visited recently by two members of Panasonic.  They came to the CCL to 
discuss the lithium battery materials work in the groups of Peter Wright and Tony West. 
 
Crucible 2007 
Crucible 2007 is a unique year long programme run by NESTA (National Endowment for 
Society, Technology and the Arts), designed to stimulate innovation by bringing together 
budding researchers from different disciplines to develop new ideas and explore the wider 
potential of their work. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Dr Rachel Brazil, email: 
Crucible2007@nesta.org.uk. 
 
This year NESTA is looking for 30 early-career researchers in science, technology, 
engineering, medicine, maths, science policy and social sciences. They must have a high 
level of achievement and an ongoing commitment to a career in research (within academia 
or industry). We're particularly interested in people who have an interest in science and  
society beyond their own research. After completing the programme, participants will be 
able to apply for NESTA follow-on activities including NESTA internships at the 
Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology, innovative science communication 
activities or access to enterprise support programmes. 
 



Applicants should complete an online form and attach a copy of their CV (including 
publications) before 30 April 2007. http://www.nesta.org.uk/programmes/crucible.aspx. 
 
The programme pays for all residential costs, including accommodation and catering, 
travel costs and other reasonable costs such as childcare. 
 
1-DRAC 
The next 1DRAC (One Day Research Conferences on Advanced Ceramics) meeting will be on 
Tuesday 24th April in the TWI Conference Centre, Cambridge. There will be an EPSRC 
SCERN structural ceramics network meeting the day before at the same venue and 
overnight accommodation will be available for those attending both. 
 
The day will be like other 1-DRAC meetings, viz informal research presentations and 
discussion of them, morning and afternoon. 
 
There will be no charge for the meeting and catering on the 1-DRAC day, courtesy of TWI, 
though there will be a charge for an overnight stay. 
 
If you would like to GIVE A RESEARCH PRESENTATION at 1-DRAC on 24th April please 
contact Diane Taylor (diane.taylor@materials.ox.ac.uk) with the name of a presenter and 
tentative title.  Remember, 1-DRAC is informal and anything of interest goes, including 
works in progress, provocative ideas, and normal research presentations.  
 
 
Best Wishes   Helen Fletcher  H.L.Fletcher@sheffield.ac.uk 
 


