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Concerts taking place this week: 

Tickets and Enquiries 

Other Sheffield Events 

Concerts taking place next week: 

Click on a concert/heading for 
further information 

Thursday 25 February: Sarah Watts and Heather Roche Bass Clarinet Duo 

Wednesday 24 February: Traditional Scandinavian Song 

Friday 26 February: Songs by Schoenberg and Gunnar Berg 

Tuesday 02 March: Danish Organ Music 

Tuesday 02 March: Norwegian Hardanger Folk Music 

Thursday 04 March: Assemblage of Enthusiasts  

Wednesday 03 March: subSUBB (Big Band Music) 



 

Signe Asmussen made her UK debut here at the University of Sheffield in 2002, singing with the Tolkien Ensemble of  
Copenhagenðand we are delighted that she returns to us this week to lead our Nordic Spring festival, between performances as 
Idamante in Mozartôs Idomeneo for the Danish National Opera in Århus.  Since graduating from the Royal Danish Academy of 
Music in Copenhagen with reviews that named her óa natural interpreterô, and óan intimate vocal seducerô, Signe Asmussen has 
worked as a soloist with most of the Danish national orchestras and choirs. Now she is one of the most sought-after Danish  
recitalists and has worked with many internationally renowned conductors and pianists and in venues which have included the 
Wigmore Hall in London, Symphony Hall in Birmingham and the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam as well as all the important  
concert halls in Denmark.  She has appeared in numerous productions at the Royal Opera, Copenhagen, and The National  
Opera, Århus: as Cherubino in Le Nozze di Figaro, Bertha in Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Valencienne in The MerryWidow and in West 
Side Story. She has recorded recitals for the Danish labels DaCapo and Classico, and is particularly noted for her command of 
contemporary music, as well as the sheer range and quality of her work.  Signe has just been awarded the prestigious Aksel 
Schiøtz Prize 2009. 

òAn intimate vocal  

seduceró 

Danish Media  

Evening Concert: Traditional Scandinavian Song, 
Wednesday 24 February, 19:30 
Sheffield University Firth Hall, Western Bank 

Programme includes songs by Edvard Grieg,  
Carl Nielsen and Jean Sibelius  
 
Signe Asmussen (soprano) 
Benjamin Frith (piano) 
 
Tickets: £8, £5 (concessions/staff), £2.50 (students/
unwaged) 
 
Click here to purchase tickets now 

Click to return to contents 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/concerts/tickets.html


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Heather Roche and Sarah Watts bass clarinet Duo was established in 2008 through a shared passion for bass clarinet and 
contemporary music. The duo made their debut in London in 2009 and have had new repertoire written for them by composers 
including Dave Bennett Thomas, Elspeth Brooke, Richard Glover,John Hails, Iain Matheson, John Hails and Stuart Russell. 

Sarah and Heather are also keen to promote and perform existing bass clarinet duo repertoire in addition to encouraging new 
works and are currently preparing Pierluigi Billone's 1+1=1 for performance in late 2010/2011. 

Free Lunchtime Concert: Heather Roche and Sarah 
Watts bass clarinet Duo, Thursday 25 February, 13:10 
Sheffield University Drama Studio, Shearwood Road 

Iain Matheson: Between for bass clarinet duo 
John Hails: DUO1 for bass clarinet duo    
George Nicholson: (termi)ne for bass clarinet duo 
Burkhardt Soll: Doppelbecher for bass clarinet duo 
 
Admission: Admission is free and tickets are not required 

Click to return to contents 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last and one of the greatest of Lieder cycles, óThe Book of the hanging Gardensô, grew from a traumatic period in  
Schoenbergôs life, where his wife Mathilde left him for the artist Richard Gerstl, followed by Mathilde eventually returning to 
Schoenberg, which prompted Gerstylôs suicide! 
 
The song cycle stands on the borderline with what came to be known as óatonalityô, a sound-world of mysterious ambiguities and 
half-lights that perfectly complements the enigmatic beauties of the texts: keys and tonal centres are rarely stated, though they 
hover never far away (most strikingly in the D minor of the pianoôs apocalyptic postlude to the final song, for example), while 
songs tend to end not with a cadence but questioningly. 

Free Lunchtime Concert: Songs by Schoenberg and 
Gunnar Berg, Friday 26 February, 13:10 
Sheffield University Drama Studio, Shearwood Road 

Arnold Schönberg: Buch der hängenden Gärten 
Gunnar Berg: Japanske Træsnit 
 
Peter Hill (piano)  
 
Admission: Admission is free and tickets are not required 

Click to return to contents 



 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Linn was born and brought up in Cheshire and began his organ studies with Roger Fisher at Chester Cathedral and as a 
music scholar at Shrewsbury School.  In 1986 he won an organ scholarship to Emmanuel College, Cambridge where he studied 
the organ with David Sanger.  After working as a regional organist in southern Norway Andrew returned to Cambridge to take an 
MPhil and a PhD in Linguistics.  During this time he was acting organ scholar at Queensô College and continued his organ studies 
with Peter Hurford.  Andrew holds diplomas from the Royal College of Music and the Royal College of Organists and has given 
recitals throughout England, in Scandinavia and in the United States.  He is Director of Research in the Arts and Humanities and 
Professor of the History of Linguistics at Sheffield University as well as organist at St Matthewôs Church, Carver Street.  From 
2007 to 2008 he was organist at Åsane Church in Norway. 

Free Lunchtime Concert: Danish Organ Music, 
Tuesday 02 March, 13:15 
Sheffield Cathedral, Church Street 

Carl Nielsen: Fest-Præludium ved Aarhundredskiftet   
Diderik Buxtehude: Toccata in F (BuxWV 157)   
Niels W. Gade: Tre Tonestykker (op. 22)    
Jean Sibelius: Surusoitto (op. 111b)     
Knut Nystedt: Bryllupsmarsj      
Johannes Haarklou: Fantasie Triomphale (op. 36)   
Bjarne Sløgedal: Variasjoner over Å hvor salig det skal blive 
Andrew Smith: Toccatina      
Egil Hovland: Toccata over óNu la oss takke Gudô  
   
Admission: Admission is free and tickets are not required 

Click to return to contents 



 
 
 

 
 

Norwegian Hardanger Folk Music from some of Norway's greatest folk musicians - teachers from the Ole Bull Academy,  
Starvanger, Voss. The ensemble of five musicians teach at the established Academy (the Norwegian equivalent of the prestigious 
Music Colleges and Conservatoires of Britain) Hardanger Music, the national folk music of Norway.    A Hardanger Fiddle is a  
traditional stringed instrument very similar to the violin, though with eight or nine strings (rather than four on a standard violin) and 
thinner wood. Four of the strings are strung and played like a violin, while the rest, resonate under the influence of the other four, 
providing a pleasant haunting, echo-like sound.  The Hardanger Fiddle may be familiar to some through the music of composer 
Edvard Grieg, in addition to its extensive use in the soundtrack to the Lord of The Rings trilogy of films, composed by Howard 
Shore.  The programme of music for fiddles, accordions, and dancing promises to provide a rich and enjoyable evening to round 
up the festival of Nordic Music, and is a must for all folk music and ceilidh fans. 

Evening Concert: Norwegian Hardanger Folk Music, 
Tuesday 02 March, 19:30 
Sheffield University Firth Hall, Western Bank 

 
Tickets: £8, £5 (concessions/staff), £2.50 (students/
unwaged) 
 
Click here to purchase tickets now 

Click to return to contents 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/concerts/tickets.html


 
 

A new addition to the concert series is the introduction of Winter Garden Concerts, providing magnificent music when viewing the 
garden, eating your lunch, or simply passing by. 
 
All concerts start at 12:30. Additional seating will be put out for those who wish to sit and listen to the whole concert.  

Sheffield University Big Band, or SUBB are a recent addition to an already varied and vibrant collection of music ensembles the 
university has to offer. 

Co-created in November the band already has a unique sound and style which you are sure to enjoy. Alongside the main band 
involving all the players ï and some singers, SUBB has also spawned a spin-off ensemble using a smaller number of students 
which encourages students to try jazz improvisation, explore jazz vocal technique and enjoy working in a more intimate ensemble.  
It is this smaller ensemble, that will perform at this concert. 

Music in the Winter Garden: subSUBB 
Wednesday 03 March, 12:30 
Winter Garden, Surrey Street 

Admission: Free and tickets are not required 
Click to return to contents 



 
 

 
 
 
 

The Ensemble of Enthusiasts originated in Cambridge in the early 1990ôs.  During the last six years, based at the University of 
Sheffield, the Ensemble has taken the form of Duo, Trio, Quartet and Quintet and of both vocal and instrumental complement, 
exploring a wider repertoire as edification and research. 
 
The music in this programme encompasses compositions from Europe of the 12th Century to the 18th Century, for stings,  
keyboard, classical guitar, recorders, voice and percussion. 

Free Lunchtime Concert: Assemblage of Enthusiasts  
Thursday 04 March, 13:10 
Sheffield University Drama Studio, Shearwood Road 

Handel: Four selected Trio Pieces 
Arne: Arielôs Song 
Bach: The Art of Fugue 
Telemann: Suite (Partita in E minor) 
Frescobaldi: La Frescobalda 
Guillaume de Machaut: Comment Puet 
Marini: La Orlandina 
 
Admission: Admission is free and tickets are not required 

Click to return to contents 



Tickets 
 
Tickets for our evening concerts are priced individually. 
 
Admission to our lunchtime concerts is free but donations are gratefully received. 
 

How to book: 
 
In person 
Tickets will be sold 9am-5pm Monday ï Friday at the following locations 
 
The University of Sheffield  
Student Union Box Office 
Western Bank 
Sheffield 
 
The University of Sheffield  
Cash Office 
Floor 6, University House 
Western Bank 
Sheffield 
 
By Telephone 
Tickets can be bought over the telephone with a CREDIT CARD by calling 0114 222 8777  
Online 
Tickets can be purchased online with a CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD at www.sheffield.ac.uk/concerts 
 
On the Door 
Tickets will also be sold on the door half an hour before the start of each 
concert. 
 

0114 222 0499  

concerts@sheffield.ac.uk 

www.sheffield.ac.uk/concerts 

Click to return to contents 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/concerts


Other Sheffield Events 

Click to return to contents 

Saturday 27 February, 19:30 
Firth Hall 
 
Sheffield Chamber Orchestra 
  

Nestor Beyona Pifarre, is winner 
of this year's prestigious Dorothy 
& Philip Green Young Concert 
Artist Award.  Nestor, Catalan by 
birth and described as "a pianist 
of rare talent, able to communicate with a tremdous emotional 
depth", is artist in residence at the Centre d'estudis Pianistics 
in Barcelona. He is the latest in a long line of exceptionally 
gifted young musicians to perform with the Sheffield Chamber 
Orchestra (SCO) since its formation in 1950. 
  

Rameau: Suite from Dardanus 
Schubert: Symphony No. 6 in C 
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 3, in C minor 
 
Nestor Beyona Pifarre (piano) 
Richard Howarth (conductor) 
 
Tickets are available in advance from Orchestra members, or 
on the door: £10, £8 (unwaged/students), £5 (children). 
 

http://www.sheffield-chamber-orchestra.org.uk/ 

Saturday, 06 March 19:30  

Firth Hall,  

Hallam Sinfonia 

 

 

Beethoven: Overture Fidelio 
Svendsen: Zorahayda Legende 
Bruch: Violin Concerto No. 1  

Grieg: Symphony in C Minor 

Molly Cockburn (violin) 
Natalia Luis-Bassa (conductor) 
 
Tickets: £9.00 (adults) £7.50 (Senior Citizens, UB40s), £5.00 
students) Ã2.50 (under 18ôs) 
 
http://www.hallamsinfonia.org.uk/ 

http://www.sheffield-chamber-orchestra.org.uk/
http://www.hallamsinfonia.org.uk/

