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Issue No. 1, December 2007


Welcome to the RATPAC Trial Newsletter.  The trial is a multi-centre evaluation of "point of care" blood testing for acute chest pain in the NHS and is funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment Programme. We are at various stages of set-up and recruitment at the seven hospitals …

Progress to date

	Site
	Local Lead
	
	· Leeds have a temporary Research Nurse, Yvonne Meades, in post. The Stratus CS has been installed at both sites and training of clinical staff is underway. Recruitment can start as soon as new RN appointed.
· Barnsley have a Research Nurse, Kev Hall, in post. The Stratus CS has been installed and recruitment starts December 2007.
· Derriford have two Research Nurses in post (job-sharing), Charlotte Guiver and Roz Squire. The Stratus CS will be installed December/January 2007.
· Edinburgh’s Research Nurse, Judy Coyle, will be in post 14th January 2008 . 

	Barnsley Hospital

Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
	Julian Humphrey
	
	

	Derriford Hospital

Plymouth Hospitals NHS Trust
	Jason Smith
	
	

	Edinburgh Royal Infirmary

Lothian Health Board
	Alasdair Gray
	
	

	Frenchay Hospital

North Bristol NHS Trust
	Jason Kendall
	
	

	Leeds General Infirmary

Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
	Taj Hassan
	
	

	Leicester Royal Infirmary

University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust
	Tim Coats
	
	

	St James's University Hospital

Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
	Taj Hassan/

Steve Bush
	
	


FAQs

1
If a patient is hypothermic, will this affect the results from the PoC machine?


Probably not, although if they were significantly hypothermic they would probably need admission and would thus not be eligible for the trial.

2
Should I include a patient who presents nearly 12 hours after worst pain?


The reason for excluding over 12 hours is that by then one troponin sample will do. If two samples are required to take the patient beyond 12 hours then they are still eligible. However, if a patient presented at 11 hours 45 minutes, just delay the first sample by 15 minutes and do a single-sample rule out, which would make them ineligible.

3
Will a patient with renal failure who presents with chest pain have a raised troponin?

Yes, renal failure will affect the troponin reading. However, this will be a rare occurrence.

	Considerations 
	
	RATPAC Trial team:

Steve Goodacre: Chief Investigator

s.goodacre@sheffield.ac.uk, 

0114 222 0842

Liz Cross: Trial Manager

e.a.cross@sheffield.ac.uk, 

0114 222 0762

Margaret Jane: Clerical Assistant

m.g.jane@sheffield.ac.uk, 

0114 222 0887

For more trial information see the website: www.shef.ac.uk/ratpac

	· Space allocated for the Stratus CS machine - 79cm wide x 61cm deep x 51cm high, weight 68kg.
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· Use of refrigerator in ED for re-agent packs

· Freezer space in lab

· Involve labs and point of care co-ordinator
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