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Issue No. 2, June 2008


Progress to date

Recruitment is going well, with Research Nurses, Principal Investigators and many ED clinicians recruiting patients to RATPAC.  Thanks to you all for your hard work.

	Recruitment at 31 May 2008

	Site
	Total patients recruited
	Total days recruiting

	Site 1
	Barnsley Hospital
	87
	123

	Site 2
	Derriford Hospital
	70
	97

	Site 3
	Edinburgh Royal Infirmary
	80
	60

	Site 4
	Frenchay Hospital
	57
	62

	Site 5 
	Leeds General Infirmary
	81
	46

	Site 6
	Leicester Royal Infirmary
	52
	68


Top recruiters …

	Top recruiters for April and May 

(excluding Research Nurses):
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Chris Yap and Mohammed Gossiel, Barnsley 

Natalie Roberts, Derriford 

David Drake, Edinburgh 

Gillian Kelly, Frenchay 

Rohit Sinha, Leeds
	Leicester have not been able to recruit to full potential due to a faulty PoC machine. This has now been resolved.
We thank them for their patience and understanding.

Now it’s full steam ahead!


… and record breakers
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Most patients recruited in a day across all sites: 





16 patients on 29 May 2008   





 
· Oldest patient recruited: 




aged 91, recruited by Roz Squire at Derriford 










(RATPAC is for old and young alike!)


Questions

	Q: I don't think PoC testing is any good. Should I still recruit patients to the trial? 
A: Absolutely! RATPAC aims to find out whether PoC testing is any better than routine care. We need people like you to recruit to the trial just as much as we need people who are enthusiastic about PoC testing. We may get a biased result if only enthusiasts are involved. 

Q: Why are patients excluded if their last significant pain was over 12 hours ago? 
A: After 12 hours a single troponin sample is as reliable as the point of care protocol, so it is very unlikely that PoC testing will be helpful in these cases.


	RATPAC Trial team:

Steve Goodacre: Chief Investigator

s.goodacre@sheffield.ac.uk, 0114 222 0842

Liz Cross: Trial Manager

e.a.cross@sheffield.ac.uk, 0114 222 0762
	Margaret Jane: Clerical Assistant

m.g.jane@sheffield.ac.uk, 0114 222 0887

For more trial information see the website: www.shef.ac.uk/ratpac
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