Bridging the Gaps between Mathematics, ICT and Engineering Research
Discipline Hopping Secondments - Guidance Notes

· Bridging the Gaps is an EPSRC funded, 3-year programme of activities in Sheffield aimed at increased collaboration between researchers in the discipline areas of Engineering, Mathematics and ICT.
· The initiative consists of several mechanisms for promoting collaboration between the three disciplines. General information on the Sheffield Bridging the Gaps programme, including a copy of the original case for support, is available at:

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/bridgingthegaps/index.html
· One element of the programme is fully-funded discipline hopping secondments, which enable academic staff to spend time in another Department within the University pursuing or initiating collaborative research. Funding is provided to the applicant’s own Department to cover their normal duties (see Annex A for full details of the financial arrangements). 
· Secondments can be of any duration up to 3 months (or one complete semester if appropriate). These secondments are intended to be a short-form version of the established Discipline Hopping fellowships which have been offered by various research councils.

· During the period of the secondment it is expected that staff will spend the vast majority of their time based in the host Department carrying out research, although it is recognised that for continuity of research supervision etc it is inevitable that staff will spend a proportion of their time in their own Department. 

· There is a strong emphasis in the Bridging the Gaps programme on collaborative research between the discipline areas of Engineering, Mathematics and ICT. With this in mind, preference will be given to secondments between Departments whose activities span at least two of the three discipline areas. 
· Although there is considerable flexibility in when a secondment is taken (including changing the tentative dates entered in the application form) it is expected that secondments awarded under this current call will take place before the end of the next academic session, i.e. September 2008 or so. We anticipate there will be a further call in a year or so for staff wishing to take a secondment in the 2008/2009 academic session.

· Although funding is provided for the home Department to ensure cover during the period of the secondment, no direct support funding is provided for consumables, travel etc. However, there are various funding mechanisms within the Sheffield Bridging the Gaps initiative which offer such support such as pump priming awards, conference buddy scheme etc (details on the website). 
