Bridging the Gaps between Mathematics, ICT and Engineering 
Pump Priming Awards - Guidance Notes

· Bridging the Gaps is an EPSRC funded, 3-year programme of activities in Sheffield aimed at increased collaboration between researchers in the discipline areas of Engineering, Mathematics and ICT

· The initiative consists of several mechanisms for promoting collaboration between the three disciplines. General information on the Sheffield Bridging the Gaps programme, including a copy of the original case for support, is available at:

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/bridgingthegaps/index.html
· One element of the programme is pump-priming awards, which provide relatively modest amounts of resources for equipment, consumables, proof-of concept prototypes, visits, short-term support of personnel etc

· These awards are intended to enable staff to move research forward to a level where more substantial funding can be sought

· The maximum amount of any single pump-priming award will be £4,000 – there is no minimum. There is no need to submit an URMS costing (this has already been done for the main EPSRC grant). A brief summary of costs in the application form will be sufficient

· This scheme is open to academic and research staff, both permanent and contract (the latter subject to approval of the PI on their contract)
· These awards are not intended to cover academic staff time or extend contracts for research staff

· Support for research students, using mechanisms such as the payment of demonstrator rates will be considered subject to formal approval from Finance on a case-by-case basis

· There is no maximum duration of each award, but all expenditure must be incurred before the December 2009 finishing date of the main EPSRC grant

· Each successful award will entitle the award holder to spend up to the agreed maximum against a single Finance Department grant reference number – no individual grant references will be issued. All orders and payments will be made via the project co-ordinator Anne Atkinson
· There is a strong emphasis in the Bridging the Gaps programme on collaborative research between the discipline areas of Engineering, Mathematics and ICT. With this in mind, preference will be given to projects which involve collaboration between staff from Departments whose activities span at least two of the three discipline areas
· Closing date for this scheme is Friday 30 November 2007

Please return the form to Anne Atkinson, Room E135, Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering, Sir Frederick Mappin Building, Mappin Street, Sheffield S1 3JD (t: 0114 222 5145 email: a.atkinson@sheffield.ac.uk )

