Bridging the Gaps

Visiting Scholar Scheme Guidance Notes

· Bridging the Gaps is an EPSRC funded, 3-year programme of activities in Sheffield aimed at increased collaboration between researchers in the discipline areas of Engineering, Mathematics and ICT

· It consists of several different mechanisms for promoting collaboration between the three disciplines. General information on the Bridging the Gaps programme, including a copy of the original case for support, is available at:

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/bridgingthegaps/index.html
· One element of the programme is the visiting scholar scheme, which is intended to allow University of Sheffield academic or research staff to either host a visiting scholar (academic or research staff) in their Department or visit another institution
· There is a strong emphasis in the Bridging the Gaps programme on collaborative research between the discipline areas of Engineering, Mathematics and ICT. With this in mind, preference will be given to bids which clearly span at least two of the three discipline areas. This visiting scholar scheme is not intended as an alternative source of funds for traditional visits within a single discipline

· Funding is available to host visitors from overseas/UK academic or research organisations, or to visit overseas/UK academic, research or industrial organisations
· Funding will be provided for visits of up to ~3 months duration (or a similar period such as one semester) 

· Funding will be provided to support additional costs associated with either hosting a visiting scholar to Sheffield or in visiting another institution. These costs include travel, accommodation, reasonable living and subsistence costs and local travel directly connected with the research 
· No funding will be provided for salaries, departmental overheads, bench fees etc. With this in mind, please ensure that your department is willing to host a visitor on this basis
· Successful bids will be notified of the approved spending limit. It is not feasible to issue specific charge codes for each separate visitor. Hence, all costs will be charged against a single Research Finance charge code by Anne Atkinson in the Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering (a.atkinson@sheffield.ac.uk, Tel:222 5145)
· Any advance purchases of travel tickets etc should be made by Anne Atkinson
· All expense claim forms should be submitted to Anne Atkinson for processing
· Any costs must be incurred in accordance with the University financial regulations (http://www.shef.ac.uk/finance/regulations ). If you have any queries regarding compliance with the financial regulations, please contact Anne Atkinson for advice.
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