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Abstracts

Barbara Borg: Dressing the Dead. Portrait mummies from Antinoopolis and the significance of luxury garments.

Portrait mummies from Roman Egypt are a particularly valuable source for our knowledge and understanding of Roman dress, as they present not only the types and shapes of garments but also their colours and ornaments. Their large numbers also allow for some generalisation, even though it would need to be demonstrated that such generalisation holds true for regions other than Egypt. Portrait mummies from Antinoopolis stand out among the entire body of evidence as particularly splendidly adorned. Both their jewellery and their dress are extraordinarily ostentatious with bold shapes of gold necklaces and belts, and voluminous garments in rich colours with wide, embroidered clavi. Especially these garments strongly resemble clothing types that we know well from the fourth and fifth centuries A.D., so that it has been suggested that these portrait mummies are late antique as well. However, various features are difficult to reconcile with such an interpretation. In my paper, I shall discuss the alternative possibility that these mummies indicate a general trend towards ostentatious display of dress and jewellery already in the third century, which can also be observed elsewhere. In the case of Antinoopolis, this trend appears to have been triggered especially by the close connections that city had with Palmyra, where similar tastes regarding dress prevailed.

John Peter Wild:  Some thoughts on the textile archaeology of burials
Textiles preserved in funerary contexts are the principal grist to the mill of archaeological textile research, not least because they commonly reflect the ‘Sunday’ best clothing of the ancient world. Yet surprisingly little attention has been paid to their precise role in the funerary practice of the Roman Empire. At a basic level two questions may be raised:

1. What is the character of the textiles found in association with burials and what is the specific function of each item in such contexts?

2. How does the situation vary chronologically, geographically and culturally across the Roman world?

These are questions for the field archaeologist as much as for the textile expert. The present paper examines a number of cases, partem pro toto, first from the eastern, then the western Roman provinces, which offer a tantalising glimpse of what might emerge from a multidisciplinary research programme, with a wide geographical remit, addressing the above agenda.  

Mark Van Strydonck: Euphemia: A multidisciplinary quest for the origin and authenticity of the mummy, her clothes and accessories

A radiocarbon study performed a few years ago on the textiles
attributed to Thaïas left behind a lot of questions on the authenticity of
the ensemble and the real age of Thaïas; only the clothing survived, not the mummy. Due to the collaboration between the RICH and the RMAH and thanks to the financial support of DressID it became possible to undertake the study of an almost intact mummy and her clothes, those of the so called embroideress Euphemia.  The study focused mainly on:

· a radiocarbon, stable isotope and physical anthropological analyses
(taking into account the fact that it was impossible to unwrap the mummy) of
the remains of  Euphemia to reveal her age and obtain information on her
social and physical environment;

· a radiocarbon, dye and technical analyses of the textiles still wrapped
around the body, in the showcase with the mummy or kept separately
in the museum. Finally also some accessories supposedly found
with the mummy were subjected to radiocarbon measurement.
Annemarie Stauffer: Dressing the dead in ancient Palmyra (1st-3rd c. A.D.)
In Roman times, the inhabitants of Palmyra, famous for their intensive trade in costly fabrics and their use of lavishly decorated garments, did not really dress the dead. However, dress played an outstanding role as a social marker in the funerary context, the main message about the deceased being conveyed to the living by portraits, loculus reliefs, sarcophagi and paintings. Within the EU research project Dress ID-Clothing and Identity in the Roman Empire, elements of dress in Palmyra have been compiled and grouped according to different clothing traditions. The paper will present first results and raise new questions. 
David Whitchurch: Uncovering a pomegranate textile in Fag el-Gamous Necropolis: Brigham Young University Egypt Excavation Project 
For nearly three decades, Professor C. W. Griggs, with Brigham Young University as the sponsoring institution, has excavated at a necropolis located on the eastern edge of the Fayum depression. The site includes two large Graeco-Roman cemeteries, some Middle Kingdom tombs, and a small Old Kingdom pyramid that dates to the reign of Snefru (4th Dynasty). The information gleaned from some 1700 burials provides a unique opportunity to study the symbolic significance of artefacts within the historical and cultural context of native Egyptian and Graeco-Roman populations and their exposure to the early influences of Christianity.  This presentation will introduce the project and highlight a small intricately woven pomegranate textile discovered in 1987 as a means to demonstrate the significance of the project and potential body of knowledge that will be added to current scholarship.   Although the pomegranate textile falls well within the interpretative possibilities of numerous cultures, evidence points to a burial date during the Byzantine Period (4th to 5th centuries A.D.) and, therefore, establishes a greater likelihood of symbolic meaning associated with that time frame.
Annette Paetz gen. Schieck and Sylvia Mitschke: Textiles in Roman catacombs:  Investigations at S. Agnese and S. Sebastiano
With this paper we would like to take the opportunity to present our latest research activities carried out in October 2009. We were granted a prestigious permit to investigate textile remains in the context of burials in the catacombs of Rome.  In the course of our fieldwork, two late Roman burials, still in situ, were investigated at the catacomb of Sant Agnese, as well as the remains of a rich assemblage of textiles and clothing associated with a sarcophagus burial of late antique or early medieval date at San Sebastiano. The paper will introduce and discuss the archaeological setting, and it will present the results of our study of the textiles. 
Jane Rempel: Demeter, Eleusis and the Great Mother: funerary adornment in the Bosporan kingdom

From the fourth century B.C., some women in the Bosporan kingdom, on the north coast of the Black Sea, were buried in ways that connected them with Demeter. Most notable are paintings of the goddess in large stone-built tombs, but certain types of grave goods and especially funerary adornments have also been linked with Demeter cult. Starting with the famous Bolshaia Bliznitsa tumulus and the jewellery sets that link the women buried in it with Demeter and the mystery cult at Eleusis, this paper investigates these connections in order to shed light on the importance of Demeter cult – and its connections with the Great Mother goddess of the steppe – to both funerary ritual and women’s identities in the Bosporan kingdom.

Lucy Audley-Miller: Clothing and Cultural Identities in the Tomb Sculpture of Ghirza in Tripolitania

The aim of this paper is to explore, through visual evidence, the local significance of the different dress and personal styles shown in the tomb sculpture of Ghirza, in the Tripolitanian pre-desert. Important scholarship has recently examined the tomb sculpture of Ghirza’s mausolea in terms of their technically ‘naive’ artistic style, which has been regarded as either a product of artisan incompetence, or a deliberately maintained Libyco-Punic tradition suggesting local ‘resistance’ to aspects of Roman culture. The rich iconographic programmes of the monuments (showing scenes such as animal hunts, agricultural production, and combat) have also been explored in terms of what they reveal of local social values. However, the manner in which people negotiated Roman personal styles to express their own imperatives, though their bodies, has received relatively little attention. The dress styles have been identified as the products of local tradition, but there is evidence for a more nuanced relationship with Roman physical styling. Although the technical style of these reliefs can seem somewhat summary, clear differentiations in dress are apparent, presumably because they were significant to contemporary audiences. Ghirza offers a rich range of material where the relationship between clothing and the contexts in which figures are shown operating can be examined. This permits exploration of the local construction of the relationship between dress, gender and social role. This paper seeks to examine how clothing was used to articulate cultural differentiation from external social groups, and to explore how social hierarchies were maintained and expressed through important differentiations in clothes. The paper also seeks to examine processes of indigenisation, examining how the people of Ghirza negotiated Roman fashions and models of prestige in their own physical expressions of identity. 

Maureen Carroll: The Roman child clothed in death 
The focus of this paper is the archaeological, visual and textual evidence for the burial of children, including infants, and the role that clothing and textiles played in the deposition of the body in the grave and in the expression of identity and social belonging. Ancient written sources might give the impression that the Romans invested little effort in the burial of young children, but the archaeological evidence from Italy and the European provinces suggests that special care often was taken to bury them in clothing appropriate to their ages, and to wrap them with shrouds and coverlets of different materials. Even babies could be interred in the swaddling clothes they wore during the first 40-60 days of their brief lives. Furthermore, dead children sometimes were portrayed on funerary monuments in various types of dress and bodily adornment; clothing here can be a reflection of status, gender, ethnicity and citizenship.  The evidence for the clothed child in the context of burial and commemoration, therefore, is of importance in exploring Roman attitudes towards childhood and the role of children in the family and society. 

Mary Harlow: Death and the maiden: thoughts on dress accessories in the burials of young Roman girls
A number of grave goods, for example dolls, hairnets, jewellery boxes and 'female implements', are typically associated with 'young' girls and, conversely, random finds of such items are labelled as finds probably from the graves of young girls. The artefact becomes both age- and gender-related by association, and this leaves little space for any other interpretation. This paper will suggest that in constraining our readings of such finds in this way we also limit what we can say about the female life course with respect to dress and accessories.
Nahum Ben Yehuda: Shrouds for the deceased and the attire of mourners in Talmudic law

Jewish law (halacha), as presented in Talmudic literature, (Land of Israel and Babylonia, 70-450 C.E.) regulates all facets of the life cycle, including death and mourning. Here we will offer an overview of the aspects relating to the latter in respect to clothing and attire.

1) Permissible and forbidden shrouds and the reasons for such:
Should shrouds be lavish or simple? If the deceased is to be buried in a tasseled garment (talith), must the tassels (tsitsith) be removed? May garments violating the law of diverse kinds (wool and linen mixed) be used as shrouds? Is shroud colour significant? Among the deciding factors for these regulations are the halachic obligations of the deceased and the imminent resurrection.

2) Attire of those attending the funeral (kin-mourners and the general public): 

Obligatory are the tearing of garments, and baring of the shoulder(s) and feet. 

Forbidden are cutting or injuring the face, and tonsuring.

3) Attire of mourners during the period of mourning: 

The mourner is required to cover the head and (part of the) face, to wear torn and non-laundered garments, and to be shoeless. Haircutting and shaving are forbidden. The mourner is exempt from wearing phylacteries (tefillin).

4) Attire of those visiting a cemetery or standing adjacent to the deceased:

It is forbidden to be wearing a tasseled garment (required by Jewish law) or phylacteries while in the close proximity to the deceased or in a cemetery. Also taken into consideration is the deceased's awareness of occurrences in this world.

Kristin South: Minor burial textiles and religious affiliation: An archaeological case study from Roman Egypt
The site in the Egyptian Fayum at which Brigham Young University (Provo, Utah) has excavated for the past thirty years has been characterised as an early Christian cemetery in which the very earliest burials, which face the west, are pre-Christian. Evidence to support this characterisation includes burial direction and the deposition in the burials of minor textiles that we have designated "face bundles" and "ribbons." These face bundles and ribbons are two separate, but linked, elements that seem to be unique to the later (eastward-facing) burials.  This presentation analyses the patterns of inclusion of each of these minor textile finds and identifies parallels in other burial sites to examine the claim that the face bundles and ribbons can be used as markers of Christianity.
Emilia Cortes:  Recovering contexts: The Roman mummies excavated by the Metropolitan Museum of Art at Dahshur, Egypt
The mummies from the Roman cemetery at Dahshur are one of the few Egyptian collections of textiles scientifically excavated and documented. As such, this group is an important reference and a significant source of cultural information on the funerary tradition of the Roman period. Using case studies, finds are interpreted through the experience and observations of a textile conservator from a large art museum working with a major excavation in Egypt. This will include reference material that is part of the MMA Egyptian Art collection, the context of the Dahshur excavated material being compared with the MMA collection. The paper emphasizes the importance of doing preliminary research in museum collections before excavating, in order to have a clear understanding of the finds and the care this material might require. Special attention is placed on how minimal intervention is crucial for long term research, as well as the relationship between excavated material and museum collections. Discoveries during excavation may well indicate how a shroud was used when wrapping a mummy or where a textile fragment might have been used on a mummy. This long term approach will help to recover the context of unidentified fragments in museums, understand more clearly how textiles were used when a mummy was treated and the location of iconography in relation to the body. 
