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You will know that a dissertation is a requirement at Level Three. In the majority of cases, dissertations are linked to special subjects and your special subject tutor will act as your dissertation supervisor. Some students choose to work on a topic that relates to another module they have studied and in this case you should consult the tutor concerned to check that she/he is able to supervise your project. If you wish to consider a ‘free-standing’ dissertation, unrelated to any module within the Department, you should come to see me so that I can suggest a possible supervisor.

When you have confirmed who will be supervising your dissertation you will be required to provide, after consultation with them, a working title for your dissertation topic. The form for submitting this information can be found on the MOLE page for HST399 and at:

 www.shef.ac.uk/history/current_students/undergraduate. You will need to submit this form electronically through MOLE. To do so click on HST399 Dissertation and then click on the Registration Form link.  This must be done by Friday 21 October 2011.
When you have confirmed your title you should begin to define the specific topic more closely. You will then be required to provide a brief synopsis of your dissertation topic (form available in the same places) by Wednesday 16 November.

There is some general advice about preparing a dissertation available on the History home page and on the HST399 page in MOLE. Key points to note are:

1)
The deadline is Wednesday 21 March 2012 at 12 noon.
2)
You need to submit TWO copies of your dissertation, with your registration number (not your name) and the name of your supervisor on front cover, one of the copies can be collected from the Department of History on Graduation Day for you to keep.  

3)
The word limit for the 40-credit dissertation (HST399) is 10,000 words. The word count includes footnotes but excludes bibliography and appendices.

4)
All text must also be submitted without bibliography through the online plagiarism detection service ‘Turnitin’ by the above deadline. Turnitin is done through. Instructions are available in the Level 3 Handbook and on our website at

http://www.shef.ac.uk/history/current_students/undergraduate/submission/turnitin.html
Get in touch with me if anything needs further clarification.

Julia Moses
 September 2011
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