RESEARCH ETHICS APPROVAL FORM

STAFF/POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

	All staff (including research staff) and postgraduate students conducting research in the Department of Psychology must complete this form before commencing their research. Empirical work must not begin until the Department Ethics Sub-Committee has approved the research. 



	Postgraduate Name
	
	

	Research Staff Name
	
	

	Staff Name
	
	

	Date Ethics Form submitted
	
	

	Proposed starting date of research
	
	

	

	Brief title of investigation (state if this application is for a single study or for a series of studies using the same methodology):



	Aims/value of research:



	Proposed participants in research (Explain fully who the participants will be and how they will be recruited. If the study does not involves a Level 1 Psychology student sample, the information sheet provided to participants must be attached to this form. If the study involves animals, state none and go to final section on research involving animals). If the study does not involve human or animals, e.g., computer modelling, state none and go to signature(s):




	Brief description of methods and procedure (give reference to established method where appropriate):



	Has it been established that the proposed methodology will produce data from which meaningful conclusions can be drawn?



	How will participants give informed consent to participate in the study? (Give details, including details of procedures involving parental or guardian consent):



	

	Does the study involve any of the following ethical issues? (circle all that apply)

	An intervention/treatment is being conducted (i.e. this is a clinical trial see University definition at: 

http://www.shef.ac.uk/ris/gov_ethics_grp/imp/clinicaltrialsnew.html

	Yes / No

	Questionnaires touching on sensitive issues
	Yes / No

	Deception
	Yes / No

	A procedure that might cause distress - even inadvertently
	Yes / No

	Designs involving stressful situations
	Yes / No

	Possible breach of confidentiality
	Yes / No

	Invasion of privacy
	Yes / No

	Working with children
	Yes / No

	Working with disabled people
	Yes / No

	What procedures will be used to address these issues (e.g. debriefing, providing information/help, ensuring confidentiality is preserved). Please ensure that if your project is a clinical trial you complete monitoring and adverse incident forms and submit them to the Chair of the Ethics Committee as required. The committee may ask to see copies of relevant documents.



	IF YOUR EXPERIMENT INVOLVES LEVEL 1 PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS: Please provide a description of your experiment that can be given to participants once they have taken part. Note that this description should include full account of the aims and method that you used (min. 150 words) – students will need this information for their PSY104 assessment. Please also include a reference to a similar or related experiment that participants can read about if they are interested in the topic. Please ensure that the reference provided is available through the University of Sheffield library.




Research Involving Animals
	Under whose personal licence will the work be conducted?
	

	Under which project licence will the work be conducted?
	

	If the work is not covered by a licence (e.g., because it involves insects) please give justification




Signature(s)
	I have read the BPS ethical guidelines for research and I am satisfied that all ethical issues have been identified and that satisfactory procedures are in place to deal with those issues in this research.  I will abide by University Health and Safety Regulations (http://www.shef.ac.uk/safety/cop/part1/index.html) including the codes of practice designed to ensure the safety of researchers working away from University premises.


	

	Signed
	Student:
	
	
	Date:
	
	

	
	Staff:
	
	
	Date:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Continue on to the Experimenter Safety Form p4/5
	EXPERIMENTER SAFETY
This form must be completed by all students prior to starting their projects and must be submitted at the same time as they submit an ethics form. No research must be conducted until after the Department has considered both the Ethics form and the Experimenter Safety form and given permission for the research to go ahead.


Background

Students in the Department of Psychology will frequently be involved in projects that involve experimenters collecting data from participants. For example, these projects might include collecting data for laboratory classes in taught modules, for Level 3 dissertations, or for postgraduate research. The participants could include, for example, other Psychology students, students in other Departments, friends and acquaintances outside the Department, or members of the public. The research might take place on University premises, or in other organisations (e.g. schools, hospitals, companies), or might be conducted in public places. Supervisors and students must consider the potential risks to experimenters in any empirical research. Supervisors and students must be familiar with the guidance and advice provided by Safety Services about conducting research, especially when the experimenter is working alone.

See http://www.shef.ac.uk/safety/guidance/loneworking.html
Please complete the following (please answer all questions that are relevant):

Will the project be conducted on Sheffield University premises? 
YES NO

Will the experimenter conduct research on other premises? 
YES NO

If YES please specify by ticking box(es) below and give details:

Other University premises 
( where?......................................................

School/Educational premises 
( where?......................................................

Hospital/Clinic 
( where?......................................................

Company/Business 
( where?......................................................

Prison/Offenders institution 
( where?......................................................

Social/bar premises 
( where?......................................................

Private houses/flats etc. 
( where?......................................................

Other premises 
( where?......................................................

Will the experimenter conduct research in other places? 
YES NO

If YES please specify by ticking box(es) below and give details

Camps/playgrounds 
( where?......................................................

Sports facilities 
( where?......................................................

Public spaces/malls 
( where?......................................................

Streets 
( where?......................................................

Other
( where?......................................................

	Might the participants pose any risk to the experimenter?       YES   NO
If YES please give details of risk:



	Where necessary, please describe below the measures that have been put in place to ensure

the safety of the experimenter. Please refer to the Safety Services web pages for examples of

appropriate measures.




Please note. Undergraduate experimenters must never work alone in the following environments: participants’ homes, social/bar premises, or any other environment that may pose a risk to the experimenter.

Students should tick the following boxes and sign below:

( I have read the relevant Safety Services information.

( I have fully considered any potential risks that the proposed experiment might have.

( I will inform my supervisor/the Department immediately should the research alter in such a way that the level of risk becomes greater than stated above.

( If, at any time, I am concerned about the risks entailed in my research I will stop the research and discuss my concerns with my supervisor.

\

Signed
Student:


Date:
Supervisors should tick the following boxes and sign below:
( I have read the relevant Safety Services information.

( I have discussed any potential risks with the student.

( I am satisfied that measures outlined above are the most appropriate ones to minimise risk to

the experimenter.

\Signed
Supervisor:

Date:

Completed Ethics Forms and any supporting materials should be submitted as a single document by a HEFCE-funded member of staff via http://psy-research.group.shef.ac.uk/login.php
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