


“I’m positive that the reputation
of the University and the
department helped me in
securing my first job. The skills
that I developed through my
degree have enabled me to
flourish in the short time since
I graduated. The quality of the
teaching has helped me to
thrive in the policy and wider
political arena.”
Kieran Larkin, 
Graduate

Politics brought to life

We believe the study of politics and international relations
should be interesting, invigorating and vital. Using innovative
teaching methods, backed by world-class research, we aim to
bring politics to life.

We offer modules in key areas of political theory,
international relations, British and comparative politics,
alongside specialist modules which allow you to focus on the
issues that mean the most to you. We also develop your
research and interpersonal skills and provide opportunities
to put these skills into practice, including the option of a
year’s work experience as part of your degree. 

In the National Student Survey we score highly for overall
learning experience and level of personal development. In
other words, our students feel they get a lot out of their time
here. Each of our students has a personal tutor whose role 
is to offer guidance on both academic issues and welfare. 
The Politics Society, run by our students, runs events and
entertainment. 

Our 28 academic staff are engaged in leading-edge research.
Their research shapes and inspires what you’re taught. In the
last nationwide assessments, our department was awarded
the highest grades for research and teaching quality. This
means that our lecturers are political scientists with
international reputations. It also means that what we teach
you is relevant today and tomorrow.

www.sheffield.ac.uk/politics
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BA Politics and Sociology
This course combines political analysis and awareness of
conceptual debates with a strong policy studies orientation.
The politics component introduces you to theories related
to contemporary issues, political theory, and to the
discipline of political studies. Sociology offers theoretical
and empirical studies of modern industrial societies and
patterns of social change, a concern with social interaction,
and the comparative sweep of social anthropology.

BA Politics and a Language
We offer a range of dual degrees which combine the study
of politics with the study of the language, society, culture,
and thought of a particular country. These degrees run for
four years, with a year spent studying abroad. The courses
are run jointly with the departments of French, German,
Russian and Hispanic Studies.

About our courses

We offer a range of single and dual honours degrees, to give
you the option of studying politics on its own or in combination
with other subjects. All our courses are based on a core set of
modules, which include coverage of research and analytical
skills, combined with a range of optional modules from the
Department of Politics or other departments across the
University. This provides you with the right foundation and the
flexibility to shape your studies to reflect your own interests.

Single honours 

BA Politics
A single honours degree in Politics will teach you to apply
concepts, topics, and methods used in the study of politics
to the analysis of political ideas, institutions, and social
behaviour. You will be introduced to a wide range of topics
related to contemporary issues, political theory, and to the
discipline of political studies.

BA International Relations and Politics 
This course focuses on the international dimension of
political studies. You will investigate the changing role of the
state and international institutions in the modern world,
alongside theories of international relations.

Dual honours 

BA Economics and Politics
This course focuses on the interaction between economic
and political aspects of the modern world. It combines the
study of politics with a solid grounding in modern economic
theory, incorporating the issues underlying current debates
on economic policy and the quantitative and analytical skills
essential for economists.

BA History and Politics
This course provides you with the opportunity to investigate
contemporary politics and political theory in historical
context. Although the main focus is modern history and
politics, you can choose modules from earlier periods and
various regions of the world.

BA in International History and International Politics 
This course provides a comparative and international
perspective on the world, offering modules on Europe,
Africa, South and East Asia, Australasia and the Pacific. It
looks at the impact of imperialism and decolonisation as
well as influential movements, world-views, and their
origins.

BA Politics and Philosophy
This course provides a philosophical and political analysis of
key concepts such as human rights, power, and democracy.
This provides greater depth to the study of political theory,
and enables the analysis of the values underlying political
institutions, policies, and behaviour.
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Teaching and assessment

Most modules are taught by a combination of whole-class
lectures and group seminars and assessed by coursework
or coursework and exams. You will be expected to make
presentations, join in discussions, and participate in group
projects. Throughout the course you will carry out
independent research, and in the final year you undertake a
major research project and/or dissertation on a topic of
your own choice. 

We give feedback on all written and assessed work, and
carefully supervise independent research. We also aim 
to provide important skills for general analysis,
communication, and personal development.

One of the ways we ensure the quality of our teaching is to
ask you for your views. We do this through end-of-semester
module questionnaires and regular meetings of the
Student-Staff Consultative Committees.

Modules

Each module carries a number of credits (normally 20) 
and you must take 120 credits per year. In each academic
year there are two semesters. It’s normal to study three 
20 credit modules per semester.

Level One 

Introduction to Political Analysis
A general introduction to the analysis of political
phenomena with an emphasis on understanding the ways
we think and argue about politics.

Comparing Modern Polities
An examination of the use of the comparative approach to
politics in an era of the proclaimed ‘end of history’ and
‘global convergence’.

An Introduction to the History of Western 
Political Thought
An introduction to key themes and thinkers in Western
political thought. It explores the different meanings of the
nature of politics and the political in this tradition.

The Politics of Globalisation
An overview of the dynamics of globalisation during 
the post-Second World War period. It covers key 
features in the international political system during the 
Cold War period.

British Politics
An examination of key determinants and dilemmas of 
British politics at the start of the Twenty-first century,
highlighting some of the key issues which continue to 
shape British politics.

Level Two 

The Analysis of British Politics
An analysis of where power lies within British politics using
a range of political concepts and theories.

The Global Political Economy
An account of the major theoretical traditions and core
issues involved in understanding the global political
economy.

Political Analysis: Research Design and Data Analysis
An examination of a range of approaches and methods used
in the study of contemporary political phenomena.

The Politics and Government of the EU
An examination of the history of European integration and
of the main institutions of the European Union.

Contemporary International Affairs
Investigates recent developments in international relations
including the decline of the state and the rise of chaotic
sub-state and cross border conflict.

International Relations Theory
Examines key areas of theoretical debate, including realism,
liberalism, Marxism, postmodernism, constructivism, 
neo-realism, feminism and critical theory.

Modern Political Thought
This module provides an overview of the history of modern
political thought (c. 1600–1900). It does this by engaging
with a series of key philosophical texts from the period and
exploring the different understandings of the nature of
politics and key political concepts contained within them.

New Politics of Latin America
The module focuses on the impacts of neoliberalism,
democratization and the rise of the left in Latin America.

Comparative Politics: Citizens, States, 
Power and Protest
This module introduces students to the theories and
methods of conducting comparative political analysis
through an examination of democracy.

International Security Studies
‘Security studies’ is broadly conceived to encompass both
military (weapon proliferation, intra-state armed conflict,
asymmetrical warfare, terrorism, etc) and non-military
dimensions (immigration flows, organised crime, natural
resources, information technology, ethical dimensions,
global institutions, third-party mediation, etc).

Level Three 

Core Module – Advanced Political Analysis
This module introduces the theoretical bases of the key
analytical approaches used across the discipline.

Optional modules
In Semester One, you’ll choose modules from an extensive
list of options directly linked to the personal research
interests of members of staff. The current list includes

• War and Peace
• Foreign Policy: Power and Persuasion
• Civilisation, Empire and Hegemony
• Terrorism, Violence and the State
• Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict
• The Politics of International Trade
• Development
• Cuba in the Post-Bipolar World
• The Political Economy of Africa
• Politics and Public Policy in Germany
• Immigration Politics in Europe
• Britain and the European Union
• Issues and Decision Making in British Politics
• Delegated Governance
• The Changing Role of the State
• The Politics of Gender
• Politics and the Quality of Life
• Contemporary Rights Theory
• Challenges to Contemporary Democratic Theory
• Constitutionalism
• Elections and Voting
• Reading Politics 
• Dissertation in Politics
• Dissertation in Political Analysis
• Dissertation (Work Related)

Project and dissertation modules
In Semester Two, you will pursue independent research on a
subject that you choose. This could take the form of a project
module or a dissertation. Project modules linked to a taught
module are assessed by a 7,000 word essay. Dissertations are
12,000 words. 

For details about any of our degrees or
modules, see our website or email us.

Degree with employment
experience

You have the option of spending a year working with an
outside organisation as part of your degree. This gives you
the chance to put your skills into practice and gives you an
edge in the careers market. The organisation could be a
government department, private company, international
organisation or charity. 
www.sheffield.ac.uk/placements

Spend a year abroad

Through our Erasmus and Study Abroad schemes you can
spend from six months to a year at one of our partner
universities in Europe, or a full academic year at one of our
partner universities in Australia, Canada, Hong Kong,
Singapore or the USA. 
www.sheffield.ac.uk/ieu

The University of Toronto: one of many Study Abroad destinations for our students.



6 7Support for you

Academic and personal support
We provide a study environment that is engaging, supportive
and flexible. As well as your Personal Tutor, all our academic
staff are available to offer advice, answer questions, and
provide general guidance. The department has specialist
tutors for women, disabled, mature and international
students. The University and the Students’ Union operate a
range of services where trained staff provide practical help
and advice on all aspects of student life.

Cash support
The University offers cash awards called bursaries. 
The money does not have to be paid back. For the latest
information and our online bursary calculator see
www.sheffield.ac.uk/bursaries/2011.html

International students 
The University has a diverse student community. 
There are over 3,000 international students here, 
from over 116 different countries. To find out more 
about being an international student at Sheffield, see
www.sheffield.ac.uk/international
www.sheffield.ac.uk/politics/international

Students with special requirements 
We are committed to responding effectively to the needs 
of people with disabilities and dyslexia. Let us know what
your requirements are and we’ll do everything we can 
to support you. 

Facilities and resources

In the department
We’re based in the Elmfield building, where all our staff have
their offices and most seminar and small-group teaching
takes place. The University Sports Centre is just next door.
Accommodation, the Information Commons, and the
Students’ Union are within a few minutes walking distance.

The Information Commons
Our Information Commons is a brand new building born 
out of fresh thinking about learning resources for the 
Twenty-first-century student. It’s open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. The latest IT resources are combined with
library facilities and a range of study spaces.
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What makes us unique? We believe in combining research-led
teaching with the development of key skills that employers are
looking for. So, by the time you graduate, you will be more than
ready for the world of work or further study. In the careers
market, you will stand out from the crowd.

Our Politics degrees open doors
A Politics degree from Sheffield is respected by employers.
Graduates are equipped for a variety of careers including
work for government and non-government organisations,
international organisations, the public sector, political
research, journalism and the media or postgraduate study.

The wide range of courses on offer means you pick the
subjects that best meet your needs. There are
opportunities to study in a work-based setting and apply
your learning to real-world situations and problems. 
Our skills training in IT, team work, project planning,
presentation and communications skills is invaluable,
whatever career you choose.

What we do to help
The University Careers Service has a dedicated 
Politics adviser who arranges specialist workshops for 
final year students including employer presentations, 
skills development sessions, CV workshops, and mock
application tests. 

The Careers Service keeps a database of graduate
vacancies. They can also support you throughout the
process of applying for a job. Our Student Jobshop, based 
in the Union, displays all current vacancies from part-time
work to structured work experience placements. 

We want you to develop as a person too. That could mean
getting involved in a student club or society, volunteering in
the local community or undertaking paid or charitable
work. This kind of experience can give you the edge when 
it comes to impressing an employer. We’ll make sure you’re
aware of all the options open to you.

“In the short term I want to do my
masters degree. In the long run, 
I aim to represent my country at
international level. The University
provides me with experience 
in intercultural communication 
and a strong foundation for my
future career.”
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Sheffield is England’s fourth-largest city. It’s located roughly in
the centre of the country, on the edge of the Peak District
National Park, about two hours by train from London and
served by several international airports in the region. Those are
the facts. Then there’s the way we feel about the place. We’re
just as proud of our city as we are of our campus. We love the
fact that although Sheffield is a major city it has kept its sense
of community. This is a friendly city, a place where you can
make yourself at home.

Our city was given five stars for social life and entertainment 
in The Virgin 2010 Guide to British Universities. The nightclubs
are famous; the music scene legendary. We have the largest
regional theatre complex in the UK and the biggest independent
cinema outside London. Our sporting facilities are first-class. 

Greenest city in
England
150 woodlands and
50 public parks

Among the safest
cities in the UK
Home Office
crime figures
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It’s the best. Ranked joint first in the UK by the Virgin guide and
the Times Higher survey. Winner of countless awards, our
Union has live music, club nights, a 400-seat cinema, shops, an
advice centre, travel agent, banks and much more. There are
250 different clubs and societies to get involved in – the Politics
Society is one of the most popular – so you'll never be short of
something to do or someone to do it with. 

Best Students’ Union
in the UK
Club Mirror Awards
2007
“Excellent”
The Virgin 2008
Alternative Guide to
British Universities

Sports
The University’s sports facilities include a 33m swimming
pool with sauna and steam room, bouldering wall, synthetic
pitches, squash and tennis. Join a team, start your own, or
just play for fun – whatever your level is, there’s something
for you. You won’t have to look off-campus for a high-tech
gym either – we’ve got one of our own.

The Politics Society
With over 450 members, Sheffield’s Politics Society
(PolSoc) is the University’s fastest growing society. We aim
to entertain, invigorate and support every politics student
that comes to Sheffield. 

PolSoc organises a wide spectrum of activities and events,
including a programme of political speakers and the
University’s largest intra-mural sports club – ten football
teams, three netball teams and still growing. 

Our socials are fast becoming legendary and our members
get discounts in Sheffield restaurants, bars and clubs. We
also host debates with authors and politicians – with 
recent appearances from Nick Clegg, David Blunkett, and
Anthony Giddens. Each year, PolSoc organises a major
parliamentary visit. 



Accommodation 

There’s a great choice of accommodation so you can live the
way that suits you best: catered or self-catering, city centre 
or leafy suburb. The University has recently built two entirely
new student villages. All of our student housing is within easy
walking distance of campus and close to a frequent bus service. 
As a first-year, you’re guaranteed a place in University
accommodation, provided you meet a few simple conditions.
For details see www.sheffield.ac.uk/accommodation
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Leafy suburbs
or city life
Catered or self-catering



How to apply 

UCAS must receive your application between 1 September
and 15 January of the academic year before your course
starts. If you’re planning to take a year out before you start
your course, that’s fine. Deferred entry applications are
treated exactly the same as standard applications. 
The University of Sheffield UCAS code is SHEFD S18. 
To apply online visit www.ucas.com

What grades do I need?

A Levels
BA Politics (L210): AAB
BA International Relations and Politics (L201): AAB
BA Politics and Philosophy (LV25): AAB
BA Politics and Sociology (LL23): ABB
BA History and Politics (VL12): AAA 
BA International History and 
International Politics (VLF2): AAA 
BA Economics and Politics (LL12): AAB 
(plus B in GSCE Maths)
BA French and Politics (RL12): ABB 
(including a language)
BA Hispanic Studies and Politics (RL42): ABB
(including a language)
BA German and Politics (RL22): ABB
(including a language)
BA Russian and Politics (RL72): ABB
(including a language)

Entry requirements are subject to review. For the
latest please see the department’s web page at:
www.sheffield.ac.uk/politics/prospectiveug/entry.html

International Baccalaureate
33–37 points including at least 4 in English and Maths
Scottish Advanced Highers
AAA–ABB
Irish Leaving Certificate
AAAAA–AAABB
The department accepts a variety of national and
international qualifications. Please contact the Admissions
Secretary for further information.

What if English is my second language?
You will need IELTS 6.5 or above with no less than 6 
in each component, or TOEFL 575 (paper-based test) 
232 (computer-based test) 100 (internet-based test).

Open Days
If we offer you a place, you will be invited to visit the
University on one of our departmental Open Days between
February and March. The day usually includes

• Introductory talk on courses, the University and life in
Sheffield

• Opportunity to meet staff and talk to current students
• Tour of University accommodation
• Tour of the department and campus

If you’d like to visit Sheffield and the University before
applying, book a place on one of the University Open Days
held between June and September. For details visit
www.sheffield.ac.uk/opendays

Contact
Katie Middleton
Undergraduate Admissions Secretary 
Department of Politics
The University of Sheffield 
Elmfield, Northumberland Road
Sheffield S10 2TU

T: +44 (0)114 222 1641
F: +44 (0)114 222 1717
E: k.middleton@sheffield.ac.uk

Further information 
www.sheffield.ac.uk/politics

This publication is available in different formats.
To request an alternative format
T: 0114 222 1303
E: disability.info@sheffield.ac.uk

Copyright © The University of Sheffield 2010
SRAM0435 version 2
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“Being a student here has helped me
develop leadership skills and most
of all has helped me gather
knowledge. It has also made me
more open-minded than I was
before and increased my interest
in other cultures.”
Ivana Tsvetkova, 
Level Three, International Relations
and Politics

“Of all the six top universities who
accepted me, I had a special feeling
that the University of Sheffield
would give me every opportunity to
evolve both professionally and as
an individual. And I have never
regretted my decision.”
Loretta Salajan,
Graduate
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