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Study on the export of Socialist Realism into Central and Eastern Europe after World War II.

‘This excellent collection will have a lasting impact on the field: it is the first large-scale examination of socialist realism across 

Eastern and Central Europe, attentive to its institutional frames, inner dynamics and competition with local cultural traditions. A 

truly pioneering contribution.’ 

—Galin Tihanov, George Steiner Professor of Comparative Literature, Queen Mary University of London, UK

Socialist Realism in Central and Eastern European Literatures' is the first published work to offer a variety of alternative perspectives 

on the literary and cultural Sovietization of Central and Eastern Europe after World War II and emphasize the dialogic relationship 

between the ‘centre’ and the ‘satellites’ instead of the traditional top-down approach. The introduction of the Soviet cultural model 

was not quite the smooth endeavour that it was made to look in retrospect; rather, it was always a work in progress, often born out of 

a give-andtake with the local authorities, intellectuals and interest groups. Relying on archival resources, the authors examine one of 

the most controversial attempts at a cultural unification in Europe by providing an overview with a focus on specific case-studies, an 

analysis of distinct particularities with attention to the patterns of negotiation and adaptation that were being developed in the 

process.

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Evgeny Dobrenko is professor of Russian and Slavonic Studies, University of Sheffield, UK. He is the author, editor or co-editor of 

twenty books and numerous articles on Soviet and post-Soviet literature and culture. 

Natalia Jonsson-Skradol is a research associate at the University of Sheffield, UK. Her work focuses on unconventional approaches 

to discursive practices of repressive regimes – mostly Stalinism, but also German and Italian fascism.
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