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	1
	Programme Title
	Combined Honours – Three Year Triple

	2
	Programme Code
	IPAU02

	3
	JACS Code
	R990, V990

	4
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	BA (Hons)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	6

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	Diploma of Higher Education

	6b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	5

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Arts and Humanities

	9
	Department
	Faculty – Interdisciplinary Programmes Office

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	Archaeology, Philosophy, School of English, History, School of Modern Languages, Sociology, Music

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	36 months

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	None

	14
	Date of production/revision
	January 2016


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	This programme will offer students a platform for studying three subjects at university, developing skills in many areas and creating their own degree. The programme is structured carefully to ensure students obtain necessary subject specific knowledge in each of their areas of interest, but then, with academic guidance and support, make informed decisions about how their degree is structured. It also allows a platform for students who may be undecided about their subjects to explore them further at university and then change their programme to a dual honours or major/minor configuration. The aim is to give students ownership and control of their studies, within the university frameworks, to develop independent thought and foster interdisciplinary understanding and knowledge.
The three-year programme does not include a period of study or work abroad.

Each of the subjects’ learning outcomes is described in separate Programme Specifications. The subject specific elements are at the end of this Specification document.


16. Programme aims

	The programme is aimed at high achieving students who want to extend their options at university by exploring different subjects. There are very few degrees that allow students to pursue three subjects in the first year. This will allow the student to explore different options with the flexibility to change programme at the end of the first year, with academic guidance, to a programme that they wish. Students may also remain on the ‘triple’ degree. There is also the opportunity to consider the interdisciplinary nature of the subject boundaries, which offers a key learning outcome.
1. To encourage students in their enjoyment of and commitment to subjects of their choice. (K1-K5).
2. To deliver a diverse curriculum which encourages the understanding and analysis of different discipline contexts and approaches.

3. To develop students’ capacity to analyse, evaluate and formulate critical opinion and to provide appropriate evidence in support of it.

4. Develop students' abilities in team-working, project management, effective communication and leadership.

5. To provide opportunities for students to specialise in areas which interest them.

6. To provide teaching that is informed by a departmental culture of research and scholarship.

7. To teach students how to collect, organise, and analyse data through a detailed study of appropriate texts, artefacts, documents and primary language sources in a range of contexts and disciplines.
8. To encourage students to work in flexible and creative ways, by developing skills and habits of independent study and independence of thought.

9. To help students prepare and present written work in an articulate manner, both individually and in collaboration, developing writing and communication skills in the transmission of critical opinion.

10. To provide a basis for the further study of each of their disciplines at all levels.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding:

	K1
	Knowledge and understanding in more than one subject or discipline.

	K2
	Sound knowledge and understanding of a variety of critical and theoretical approaches and their appropriate terminology in more than one subject.

	K3
	Subject-specific knowledge informed and led by research active staff.

	K4
	Knowledge of various approaches to subject-specific study and areas where convergence or contrasts may arise.

	K5
	Experience of applying knowledge in different contexts.

	K6
	Understanding of different approaches to research techniques and production of research findings.


	Skills and other attributes:

	S1
	Subject-specific skills in close reading and the analysis of texts, artefacts, documents, and other materials relevant to the disciplines pursued.

	S2
	Communication skills in writing and speaking adapted to the appropriate subject and discipline context.

	S3
	Subject specific and generic skills of critical reasoning and imaginative problem-solving.

	S4
	Bibliographic skills of presentation and referencing in a range of disciplines and contexts.

	S5
	Skills in independent thinking and research and the ability to organise work and time.

	S6
	Advanced skills of gathering information, from print and electronic sources as well as from a variety of other media.

	S7
	The ability to assimilate material from a range of sources and use it to construct and sustain logical arguments both orally and in written exercises of varying length.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

The Learning Outcomes will be as those identified in each of the modules undertaken by the student and implicitly developed by managing the programme and the different subject areas.  Each subject area has identified key core modules which provide the student with an appropriate level of discipline understanding and subject knowledge. Each of the elements of the programme will meet subject-specific benchmarking criteria, appropriate to the level of study and progression through the course. (K1-K3) (S1-S7).
Additional knowledge will result in students being able to compare and contrast approaches. (K4-K5).
Assessing Skills: As seen above, the skills that are assessed include writing, communication, the organisation of data, research, and bibliographical presentation. The Department also subscribes to the following statement taken from the QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Philosophy and endorsed by the Faculty of Arts and the University:  ‘Not everything that is valuable can be separately tested, measured or quantified’ and that ‘one of the distinctive benefits of a university education is the development of qualities of personal organisation and time-management which follow from the attribution to students of considerable responsibility in directing their own learning. Independence and self-motivation can be fostered but not taught in academic departments. The depth or extent of such personal qualities cannot be directly examined, though successful acquisition of them is expected to show through in the application of other skills - which are explicitly assessed. Difficulties such as these should not inhibit attempts to inculcate or formatively assess such skills as part of a degree programme.’ (S1-7).


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:
The formal assessment methods will follow those of the modules chosen, within each of the subject areas. However, opportunities for interdisciplinary exploration will be given in Achieve More and other interdisciplinary programmes, such as IPA2000/3000 Interdisciplinary Research in Practice. 
Subject-specific specifications provide information on attainment in each of the levels. Students will be assessed in ways which are appropriate to the disciplines, including formal examinations, essays, course and or written work, oral assessments, short tests, group project work, practical laboratory and/or field work, dissertation, performance, year abroad, and others as appropriate.


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2011-16)

http://www.shef.ac.uk/lets/staff/lts
The research interests of the staff across the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

The Learning and Teaching Strategy across the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

The research and teaching aims across the Faculty of Arts and Humanities


20. Programme structure and regulations

	Each year the student will undertake at least 40 credits in each of the subject areas as identified in the Programme Regulations.  These will consist of both core and optional modules, depending upon the discipline requirements.
Students will have the option to transfer from the Triple programme to a Dual Honours programme at the end of the first year.

Subject-specific specifications provide information on attainment in each of the levels. Students will be assessed in ways which are appropriate to the disciplines, including formal examinations, essays, course and or written work, oral assessments, short tests, group project work, practical laboratory and/or field work, dissertation, performance, year abroad, and others as appropriate.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.shef.ac.uk/govern/calendar/regs.html.


21. Student development over the course of study

	Principles of Progression: Throughout their learning and assessment, students are encouraged to display evidence of a developing close engagement with a range of disciplines and a growing conceptual sophistication. By the end of the three years of study they will demonstrate the accumulated knowledge of their three subjects.

Please refer to the subject-specific documents for further information on development of the student by discipline.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Detailed information regarding admission to programmes is available from the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/courses/.


23. Additional information

	The Combined Honours – Triple degree allows students to pursue study of more than one subject, which may be complementary or diverse in nature. It will encourage students to re-contextualise their knowledge and to make links between approaches to research, conceptualisation and theories of knowledge. The subject specific knowledge will be strong enough to provide a solid foundation for postgraduate stud y in the disciplines, but the primary aim of the degree will be to allow students to understand and engage with more than one subject and gain a breadth of understanding that will encourage independent thought.

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.


	Archaeology
Archaeology is the study of the past through material culture – the objects, monuments, landscapes, texts etc. that human beings have created in the course of the last five million years. The study of Archaeology provides students with a unique insight into humanity’s place in history and in nature, with an appreciation of human creativity, and with an awareness of the diversity and difference of human populations in the past. In this way Archaeology degrees contribute to the formation of the knowledgeable and tolerant citizen of the 21st century. In addition, Archaeology constitutes one of the principal bases on which the burgeoning ‘heritage industry’ is constructed, and so contributes to the economic well-being not only of its graduates but also of the country as a whole.

The Department of Archaeology at the University of Sheffield is an acknowledged centre of excellence for teaching and archaeological research. The Department was graded 5A in the last Research Assessment Exercise and as Excellent in the last Quality Assurance Agency subject review. The large number of full-time academic staff, and their involvement in research projects from Greenland to Madagascar, and from the Palaeolithic to early modern times, provides us with the ability to cover the discipline’s full chronological and geographical range in an imaginative programme of teaching and research.

Archaeology as part of a parallel multi-subject degree provides students with the opportunity to draw on the resources of two centres of excellence in complementary disciplines to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the human experience across time and space. It provides students with the opportunity to gain both a broad understanding of the early history of the world and a deeper insight into significant issues of our historical past (including our cultural evolution, the transition to farming, the rise and demise of empires, the implications of writing and printing, and the birth of modernity) and their relevance to questions of origin, identity and belief in our present.

In addition to enhanced knowledge and understanding of the past, the programme provides students with the opportunity to acquire transferable skills valued by employers within and beyond the ‘heritage industry’. These range from the skills required for the manipulation of archaeological data sets to the interpretative skills necessary to write history from them. The Department values field work as a forum for the acquisition of archaeological and other transferable skills, and as an opportunity for students to experience the thrill of discovery and to appreciate that they are making history.  Many Archaeology graduates remain within the discipline (broadly defined) – some continue their studies at postgraduate level, and many now hold senior positions in academia and the heritage industry; others have followed careers in (amongst others) the media, teaching, administration, retail and law.

Degree programmes offered by the Department of Archaeology have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield and the QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Archaeology:

1. to provide teaching that is informed and stimulated by the research and scholarship of its staff;

2. to provide teaching that is focused upon a series of related and particular historical conditions;

3. to encourage and support students in the development of intellectual curiosity, critical thinking, problem solving and independent judgement;

4. to provide a coherent programme of study that is responsive to the interests, needs and aspirations of individual students;

5. to foster, in students from a wide range of educational backgrounds, an enthusiastic and self-motivated approach to learning;

6. to develop abilities in a broad range of vocational and transferable skills;

7.   to provide an understanding of the place of Archaeology within the broader tradition of the humanities.


	English Language and Linguistics

Language is an all-pervasive medium through which human beings not only communicate with one another but arrive at an understanding of the world around them.  The opportunity to study this medium intensively can transform students’ understanding of their own experience in exciting and challenging ways.  So it is not surprising that the study of language and linguistics is expanding at all levels from A-level through to post-graduate study, and is a popular choice for study as part of a multi-subject degree.

The study of English Language at Sheffield as part of a multi-subject degree is distinctive because it offers such a wide-ranging experience of language study, developing students’ understanding of a broad array of linguistic issues – how language is structured, how it varies, how it changes, how it is used in spoken and written communication, how it is acquired, how it has been studied, and how it shapes and is shaped by other aspects of human societies and cultures. The programme also enables students to apply this understanding to the study of the English language in its many varieties: spoken and written; contemporary and historical; ‘standard’ and ‘non-standard’; regional, national, and international. We strongly believe that students should experience research-led teaching throughout their degree programme and the English Language and Linguistics Subject Area has research groups (language variation and change, history of linguistics, and language acquisition) that feed into undergraduate teaching and learning. Some of this work is taught across departmental boundaries.

The programme provides students with the practical and intellectual skills to explore a diverse range of linguistic and social issues for themselves and they are encouraged to become progressively more autonomous throughout the programme. Students leave the programme with a knowledge base that is highly relevant in any professional context where communication is important. They also have a broad range of skills, which gives them real adaptability: our graduates have experience in collecting and interpreting data, learning to apply technical methods of analysis, evaluating alternative forms of explanation, and situating problems in their social and cultural contexts. In particular, they have excellent communication skills and the ability to plan projects and see them through to completion, qualities that are at a premium in the contemporary employment market.

The following aims of the English Language component of the BA in English Language and Sociology are in line with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:

1. To provide students with high quality opportunities for learning about a wide range of areas of language study including language structure, language variation and change, language acquisition, language in use, and interdisciplinary approaches to language and communication.

2. To equip students with the tools of analysis necessary for the investigation of language in general and English in particular at all levels from phonetics to discourse.

3. To provide an engaging and stimulating learning environment with a curriculum that is closely connected with the on-going research of those who teach it.

4. To encourage students to develop independence in their approach to linguistic issues in particular and to learning in general.

5. To equip students with a range of transferable skills that will prepare them for employment in a wide range of careers with particular emphasis on communication skills, problem-solving, and self-reliance.

6. To develop students’ intellectual curiosity and build confidence in their ability to learn and to resolve intellectual problems for themselves.

7. To provide a basis for the further study of English language and linguistics at all levels.


	English Literature

The study of literature occupies a central place in any arts curriculum. At Sheffield, English Literature not only enables students to read a wide and fascinating range of writing from the past, but offers cogent and subtle methods for the discovery and analysis of a diverse range of contemporary cultural forms. This double endeavour is reflected in our modules, which balance a chronological ‘core’ with modules on theory and contemporary culture, thus introducing students to the key periods of English Literature since the Renaissance while encouraging in-depth study of the literature and critical issues of today. A third of the modules taken by students are chosen from an extensive list of options and offer the opportunity to study literature from a range of periods written across the English-speaking world, as well as film, theatre, and practice-based options in which students learn on projects in community settings. Other modules offer opportunities to study work translated from the literature of other cultures. These option modules offer a plurality of approaches, driven by the wide-ranging interests of research-active academic staff. Students taking English Literature as part of a Combined  Honours degree can tailor their degree between core and option modules offered in either of the two subject areas. They may also take modules in English Language and Linguistics, which are also offered in the School of English.

Graduates from English Literature are prized for their writing and communication skills, and their ability to manage their work independently and creatively, and the extra skills gained from completing a Combined Honours degree complements these distinctive attributes. English and Arts graduates pursue a wide variety of careers, such as law or business, the media or teaching, the creative arts and the public services.

Programmes offered by the School of English follow the general aims of the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield (http://www.shef.ac.uk/strategicplan/mvi). In addition, the School also shares the following general aims in teaching the subject of English: 

1. To encourage students in their enjoyment of and commitment to literature.

2. To deliver a diverse curriculum which encourages the understanding and analysis of the functions of language and literature within a wide range of historically and culturally distinct societies.

3. To develop students’ capacity to analyse, evaluate and formulate critical opinion and to provide appropriate evidence in support of it.

4. Develop students' abilities in team-working, project management, effective communication and leadership.

5. To provide opportunities for students to specialise in the study of cinema and theatre.

6. To provide teaching that is informed by a departmental culture of research and scholarship.

7. To teach students how to collect, organise, and analyse data through a detailed study of literary texts and primary language sources.

8. To encourage students to work in flexible and creative ways, by developing skills and habits of independent study and independence of thought.

9. To help students prepare and present written work in an articulate manner, both individually and in collaboration, developing writing and communication skills in the transmission of critical opinion.

10.To provide a basis for the further study of English at all levels.


	French

French is a rich and varied academic discipline. The programmes offered at Sheffield encompass the integrated study of the language, literature, society and thought of France from the medieval period to the present day and provide the opportunity to gain valuable intellectual training within the context of a closely focused study of the culture and affairs of a nation whose influence has played, and continues to play, a defining role in Europe and on the world stage.
Multi-subject degrees offered by the Department of French take the form of ‘parallel‘ programmes in which the subjects are taught independently, but complement, inform and illuminate one another. A degree with French equips students with the qualities for which employers in all sectors are expressing increasing need: namely, a high level of linguistic proficiency together with a professional, flexible and broadly based expertise required to operate and feel at home in the changing culture of contemporary Europe. 

Undergraduate study of French is concerned with the acquisition and development of competence in the French language and with the analysis and understanding of French culture in the broadest sense of the term.  It is a multifaceted programme, which permits the development of intellectual, practical and transferable skills, including the ability to mediate between English and French language and culture. The flexible structure of the programme and the wide range of options offered permit students to customise their studies to a significant extent. Teaching is informed by the research activities of the staff, so that students are able to study at the cutting edge of the discipline.

Combined Honours graduates in French will have benefited from the experience of a year of study or work in a francophone country (and in the case of multi-subject degrees with another modern language, in another European country) during their third year.  The range of locations available for placements in France (including La Réunion) and Quebec is wide and students may study at university or work on placement or as a teaching assistant.

Major areas of long-term employment for graduates of the programme include management (commercial, industrial, NHS and public sector); marketing, sales, PR and advertising; teaching; business and finance; administration; and the media, publishing and the literary professions. Significant numbers of Sheffield French graduates take up employment abroad.

Programmes offered by the Department of French are consistent with the general policy objectives enshrined in the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield. In addition, they aim:
1. To foster a culture of research and teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels that is informed and invigorated by the scholarship and published research of the Department’s staff.

2. To develop a culture of teaching that is alert to the benefits of student-centred learning and that fosters the development of transferable analytical and communicative skills. 

3. To provide opportunities for individual study and research.

4. To maximise individual student potential, and to identify and support academic excellence.

5. To provide for the acquisition of practical language skills alongside awareness of the appropriate cultural context.

6. To sustain a culture that will foster the free pursuit of knowledge and the impartial analysis of facts, values, ideas and theories.

7. To foster the acquisition by students of intercultural awareness and informed, tolerant and professional attitudes to the languages and countries studied.

8. To encourage students to develop interests across a range of the disciplines that constitute French Studies which can be sustained after graduation either informally or through further formal study or research.

9. To enable students to acquire skills, experience and knowledge that will be assets when they enter the employment market and that will help them to make an effective contribution to the society in which they will live and work.

10. To assess students over a range of knowledge, understanding and skills.

The Department’s concept of quality teaching is embodied in the following principal objectives:

1. To provide a good grounding in productive, receptive, written and oral skills in the French language.

2. To enable students to engage knowledgeably with texts, ideas and data relating to cultural and area studies, literature, and the history of ideas.

3. To ensure that students benefit from provision of appropriate information and guidance relating to the study of particular specialisms and their methodologies.

4. To respond to the diversity of student interests first, by allowing students to combine the subject of study with subjects offered by other providers and second, by offering a level of student choice within the programme of study that is appropriate to that programme.

5. To widen access to its programmes of study to the extent permitted by the intellectual and linguistic aptitudes which the programmes demand.


	Germanic Studies

Germanic Studies embraces the languages, history, society and culture of well over 100 million people in a dozen countries of Northern and Central Europe. For ten centuries Germany itself has played a vital role at the crossroads of European history and culture: German is the language of Luther, of Goethe, of Marx, of Freud; in the twentieth century German society nurtured both Nazism and the largest and most effective ecology movement in Europe. The reunification of Germany has put it once again at the centre of the economic, political and cultural debate about the future of Europe. Now more than ever, Germanic Studies is central to an appreciation of Europe itself, especially considering the EU’s active promotion of such minority languages such as Dutch and Luxembourgish. 

The forthcoming expansion of the EU eastwards, into countries where German has long been the main second language and where Germany is the prime foreign investor, increases still further the importance of the subject.

The Department of Germanic Studies at Sheffield is known for the quality, diversity and innovation of its research and teaching, and at the same time as a lively and friendly place to do a German or Germanic Studies degree. The Department’s programmes seek to bring students to a very high level of expertise in the German language, to give them a thorough grounding in German culture, society and modern history, and to enable them to pursue in-depth study of major areas of the subject, according to their developing tastes and interests. 

These areas can include German politics, history, both modern and pre-modern literature, film studies, philosophy, linguistics and the history of the language, among others: the programme provides for substantial optionality around a carefully defined subject core. The Department is also unique in Great Britain in the range of Germanic Languages other than German that can be studied here. We offer courses in Dutch and Luxembourgish, which are both available as options within Germanic Studies degrees, while Dutch may also be studied more extensively in the German with Dutch degree. This mix of languages and cultures gives the Department a diverse and distinctive atmosphere, which produces a particularly stimulating context for modern language studies.

Graduates in languages have always been highly employable, and Germanists more so than most. The extension of European integration means that they are becoming still more sought after across the entire spectrum of careers in business, finance, administration, communications and education, and numerous recent graduates have progressed into careers in all those areas. The economic and cultural weight of the united Germany will further strengthen this specific demand in the coming years. More generally, there is a strong and growing need for the combination of analytical, cultural and linguistic expertise that our degree programmes in Germanic Studies develop. 

In addition, the degree programmes help inculcate a wide range of generic skills, such as advanced word-processing, internet usage, the use of audio-visual and other communicative technology, the giving of individual and group presentations, and other activities. These and a range of significant life-skills are further developed by the programme’s study-abroad element, a year spent studying, teaching or on work-placement in one or more Germanic-language countries. Combined Honours students are able, moreover, to combine and link the experience and expertise which their Germanic Studies degree gives them with a second major area of knowledge and skill, provided by their other subject, and they graduate accordingly as exceptionally broadly educated and experienced individuals.

Programmes offered by the Department of Germanic Studies have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:

7. To provide high-quality teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, informed and invigorated by the research and scholarship of the Department’s staff and alert to the benefits of student-centred forms of learning which foster transferable analytical and communicative skills;

8. To provide the acquisition of high-level practical language skills alongside a thorough awareness and understanding of the associated cultural context;

9. To sustain a culture of research and teaching that is able to foster the free pursuit of knowledge, the impartial analysis of values, and the acquisition of intercultural awareness and informed, tolerant and professional attitudes to the languages and countries studied;

10. To respond to the diversity of student interests by allowing a level of student choice within each programme of study appropriate to that programme;

11. To widen access to its programmes of study to the extent permitted by the intellectual and linguistic aptitudes which the programmes demand;

12. To enable students to maximise their potential in all aspects of their course;

7.   To assess students over a range of knowledge, understanding and skills, and to identify and support academic excellence.


	Hispanic Studies (Catalan, Portuguese, Spanish)

The increasing importance of Hispanic languages and cultures in the modern world means that the study of them at undergraduate level provides both a rewarding educational experience and enhanced career opportunities. Spanish and Portuguese are both major international languages, and Catalan, with around 9 million speakers, is gaining in importance in Spain and Europe.

The range of available multi-subject programmes allows the student to combine Hispanic Studies with one of a large number of Arts and Social Sciences subjects. The study of Hispanic Studies as part of a Combined Honours degree at Sheffield centres on the practical study of Spanish, together with a wide range of options on the languages and cultures of the Iberian Peninsula and Latin America from the Middle Ages to the present day; this includes the possibility of studying Portuguese or Catalan.

It is a multifaceted programme which permits the development of intellectual, practical and transferable skills, including the ability to work in and between English and Hispanic languages and cultures. Combined Honours graduates in Hispanic Studies will also have benefited from the experience of residence in Spain or Latin America during their third year.

The Department of Hispanic Studies has a strong record of graduate employment, and graduates have entered diverse professions such as the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, law, banking, marketing, advertising, teaching (including in Higher Education), international aid, written and broadcast journalism, translation and interpreting. The flexible structure of the programme and the wide range of options offered permit students to customise their studies to a significant extent, in many cases providing a link to the other subject studied. Teaching is informed by the research activities of staff, so that students are able to study at the cutting edge of the discipline.

Programmes offered by the Department of Hispanic Studies have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:

1. To provide high quality teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels that is informed and invigorated by the research and scholarship of its staff and alert to the benefits of student-centred learning that fosters the development of transferable analytical and communicative skills;
2. To provide for the acquisition of practical language skills alongside awareness of the appropriate cultural context;
3. To sustain a culture of research and teaching that is able to foster the free pursuit of knowledge, the impartial analysis of values, and the acquisition of intercultural awareness and informed, tolerant and professional attitudes to the languages and countries studied;
4. To respond to the diversity of student interests by allowing both the combination of the subject of study with subjects offered by other providers and a level of student choice within each programme of study appropriate to that programme;
5. To widen access to its programmes of study to the extent permitted by the intellectual and linguistic aptitudes which the programmes demand;
6. To enable students to maximise their potential in all aspects of their programme of study;
7. To assess students over a range of knowledge, understanding and skills, and to identify and support academic excellence.



	History

Knowledge and understanding of the human past is of incalculable value both to the individual and to society. Studying history provides a distinctive education by providing a sense of the past and its separation from the present, together with an awareness of the development over time of different values, systems and societies. Degree-level study in history instils a respect for historical context and evidence, a greater awareness of the historical processes unfolding in our own time, and a deeper understanding of the varied traditions current today.

The Department of History at the University of Sheffield is one of the most active centres for teaching and historical research in the country. In the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise we were in tenth position nationally ranked by the proportion of our research judged 'world-leading': 35% of our research was judged to be in this category (4*), and 30% to be internationally excellent (3*).   A full-time academic staff complement of 30 gives the Department both chronological and geographical coverage. Our research interests extend chronologically from late antique to contemporary history; geographically from the UK to Western, Southern, Central and Eastern Europe, the Mediterranean, Africa, South Asia, the USA, and Central America; and thematically to include political, economic, social, cultural and intellectual history, with a distinct specialism in the application of digital technologies to historical research. The Department´s unique composition provides the interdisciplinary scope to develop new ways of dealing with complex source materials and promote research perspectives across chronological and geographical divides. 

The Department of History continues to play a pioneering role in making historical sources available in electronic form. Several projects demonstrate the way in which teaching and research are inter-linked. These include Connected Histories: Sources for Building British History 1500-1900, The Proceedings of the Old Bailey: London’s Criminal Court 1674-1913 [http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/],  London Lives, 1690-1800 [http://www.londonlives.org] and the American History wiki [http://history.dept.shef.ac.uk/wikiamerica/] . The Department is committed to public history and the wide dissemination of historical scholarship. Staff take part in media work on television, radio and the print media. They also give public lectures, film talks and make school visits. Colleagues also engage in knowledge exchange projects with external partners, such as Karen Harvey’s partnership work with the Sheffield Museums and Galleries Trust.

Completing a Combined  Honours degree in History at Sheffield thus provides many opportunities for acquiring and refining ICT and other transferable skills as well as a high level of historical knowledge and understanding. The skills and intellectual training provided by a degree in history are valued by employers. In recent years, graduates from the Department have gone on to follow careers in marketing and retail, accountancy, media, the civil service and the law, as well as in education, museums and libraries, tourism and the heritage industry.

Degree programmes offered by the Department of History have the following general aims consonant with the University of Sheffield’s Mission Statement and the QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for History:

1. To provide high quality teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels that is informed and invigorated by research and scholarship and alert to the benefits of student-centred learning.

2. To sustain a culture of research and learning that promotes the free pursuit of knowledge, impartial analysis and the acquisition of informed attitudes to the study of the past.

3. To maintain broad access to its programmes of study for students from a wide range of educational and social backgrounds.

4. To respond to the diversity of student interests by offering an appropriate level of student choice at each level of study, enabling them to pursue chronologically and geographically diverse fields of study and by seeking to assist qualified students, wherever possible, to change to degree programmes that better fulfil their needs.

5. To equip students with the skills that will prepare them for employment or for further study.


	Music
Music as part of a multi-subject degree has the capacity, probably to a greater extent than ever before, to deepen and broaden the experience and the understanding of cultures and of cultural practice. While Music as a university subject has always embraced diverse areas of theoretical and practical study, the approach has broadened in recent years to include both a wider range of music examined and new ways of considering the social and psychological aspects of music.

The Department of Music at Sheffield is at the forefront of these developments, with particular research and teaching strengths in ethnomusicology and world music, and in the psychology of music. At the same time the Department is strong in the traditional areas of study - including the historical development of musical language, analysis of musical structures, harmony and other compositional skills, performance skills and original composition. Music as part of a Combined Honours degree at Sheffield thus provides a broad range of modules within which students are encouraged to develop their special talents and enthusiasms, such as performance and composition (including electro-acoustic composition). Furthermore, the combination of music with various partner subjects offered also allows students to gain insight into the position of music in a broader cultural context: for example, the contribution of music to a linguistic or national culture being studied, or the specific condition of music in relation to questions of aesthetics.

In addition to specific intellectual and musical skills, graduates will have acquired a range of transferable and interpersonal skills which will equip them for a diverse range of careers, including employment in academic, cultural and commercial fields.

Programmes offered by the Department of Music have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:

1. To cultivate an environment of lively and innovative teaching and research that will encourage at all levels an attitude of tolerant and open-minded critical awareness in the free pursuit of knowledge and artistic excellence;

2. To achieve a thorough integration of practical and scholarly approaches to the study of music and musical style;

3. To expose students to diverse historical, critical, scientific and creative perspectives on a wide range of music so as to achieve an understanding of music in its historical, social and creative context;

4. To respond to the diversity of student interests by allowing both the combination of the subject of study with subjects offered by other providers and a level of student choice within each programme of study appropriate to that programme;

5. To widen access to its programmes of study to the extent permitted by the intellectual and musical aptitudes which the programmes demand;

6. To enable students to maximise their potential in all aspects of the programme;

7. To assess students over a range of knowledge, understanding and skills, and to identify and support academic excellence.


	Philosophy

Philosophy seeks to understand, and to question, ideas concerning the nature of reality, value and experience that play a pervasive role in understanding the world and ourselves. Some problematic concepts, such as existence, reason and truth, occur in every sphere of human enquiry. Others belong to particular areas of thought and practice, such as art and politics.  Philosophy has been practised for thousands of years, and in many different cultures, giving rise to a diversity of traditions.

Sheffield was one of the most highly ranked departments in the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise, having received the top ranking of 5A in the previous RAE; the department was awarded the top mark of 24 in the QAA Subject Review of 2000; and the department was awarded a satisfaction rating 98% in the National Student Survey for 2012.

Multi-subject degrees offered by the Department of Philosophy take the form of ‘parallel’ programmes with approximately half the total credit taken in each subject. The two subjects are taught independently, but the combination allows the two to complement and illuminate each other. The Department has particular research specialisms in metaphysics and epistemology, philosophy of psychology and language, ethics and political philosophy, American Pragmatism and German philosophy. This specialist knowledge informs and enriches the Department’s teaching of the subject with politics, psychology, history, economics and some of the sciences and languages.

Study of philosophy develops skills of comprehension, analysis and communication, which are an excellent training for a very wide range of careers. When philosophy is combined with other humanities, science and social science subjects, it provides students with a set of skills which are especially attractive to employers. Recent Sheffield philosophy graduates have gone on to employment in various forms of management in the manufacturing and service industries, as well to posts in the civil service, teaching and in computing; and also to various forms of further training, such as the law and postgraduate work in philosophy and other disciplines.

1. Equip students with an understanding of a range of philosophers and philosophical problems, while encouraging as deep a critical engagement with those philosophers and problems as is feasible in the time available.

2. Promote respect for the norms of – clarity; careful analysis; critical reflection; rational argument; sympathetic interpretation and understanding; and impartial pursuit of truth.

3. Promote independence of thought and a critical and analytical approach, not only to theories and concepts, but to the assumptions on which they are based.

4. Equip students with the core skills involved in – careful reading, comprehension and compression of textual material; clear thinking; sound argumentation; and the clear and well-organised expression of ideas.

5. Provide high quality teaching which is informed and invigorated by the research activities of members of staff.

6. Facilitate an awareness of the application of philosophical thought to other academic disciplines or to matters of public interest, encouraging students to apply philosophical skills more widely where appropriate.

7. Encourage students to plan for themselves the contents of their degree programmes in philosophy, and to plan and organise their own work, within the constraints and advice provided by the Department.

8. Respond to the diversity of student interests by allowing both the combination of the subject of study with subjects offered by other providers and a level of student choice within each programme of study appropriate to that programme.

9. Recruit highly qualified students, while at the same time providing access for those with non-standard qualifications who can benefit successfully from the appropriate level of degree work.


	Religion, Theology and the Bible
Religion, Theology and the Bible (‘Religion’ or ‘Theology’ in some degree combinations and ‘Biblical Literature ‘in the combination with English)) is an interdisciplinary degree which combines critical and academic study of the literature and ideas found in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament and related literature (e.g. the Dead Sea Scrolls) in their ancient context, on the one hand, with engagement with contemporary questions, approaches and theories that seek to comprehend the complex and continuing legacy of the Bible in modern society, culture and politics.  In particular it analyses the ways in which religious movements and institutions make use of the biblical materials and the impact these constructions have on attitudes to the meaning and role of the Bible in history and contemporary society and culture The programme offers the opportunity to study the world of the ancient Near East and Greco-Roman civilization, and to learn the original languages of the Bible, ancient Hebrew and Koine Greek. Individual biblical books and collections are studied in their own right as literary and historical products in their historical and sociological contexts and in terms of their interweaving with contemporary manifestations of religion and theology and the utilisation of the bible as a resource for identity and cultural production by various social groups in myriad settings.  Major themes and issues in the study of religion and theology, society and culture are covered including divine encounter, ritual, myth and sacrifice, magic, death and afterlife, problems of evil and violence, gender, sexuality and identity, authority, social group formation, social stability, deviance and change, memory, law and ethics and canonicity.  Students will develop further interdisciplinary skills integral to any advanced study of religion, theology and the bible, such as literacy criticism, history, archaeology, critical theory, sociology, political and media analysis and linguistics, in addition to textual criticism, issues of translation and studying texts in their original ancient languages.  Both archaeological and sociological dimensions of the degree involve field work and ethnographic research which is essential to grasp the ways in which textual communities and individuals interact with the Bible. Students will also engage with latest research into vital topics in the history of western thought, from the origins of ancient Israel and Judaism to the role of the bible in contemporary western politics, from the quests for the historical David, Jesus and Paul to the impact of the Bible in colonial and postcolonial contexts, and from the vast range of engagements with the Bible in the history of art, literature, music, and cinema to the impact of the first theologians on the way we think today. Teaching is informed by research activities of staff, particularly at Levels 2 and 3. According to the Research Excellence Framework 2014, biblical studies at Sheffield was ranked in the top ten UK universities for publications in theology and religious studies. All submitted publications were classified as ‘recognised internationally’, with 72% of our submitted publications classified as ‘world-leading in terms of originality, significance and rigour’ and ‘internationally excellent in terms of originality, significance and rigour’., The programme also offers top quality, innovative teaching, focusing on student-centred learning and the development of transferable skills, including ITC skills, with life-long learning and employability in mind in a personal and friendly atmosphere. It was awarded the top rating for teaching quality (24/24 points) in the most recent full-scale QAA Subject Review undertaken in 2001.
The Religion, Theology and the Bible programme has a strong record of graduate employment, with graduates entering a variety of professions such as teaching, church-related work, management, health, librarianship, government, and public relations. Graduates also go on to further research and University lecturing. The QAA Subject Review Report noted that ‘former students were enthusiastic in affirming that skills developed by the curriculum had prepared them well in their careers, including teaching, technical writing and work involving interpersonal skills and problem-solving.’

Undergraduate programmes offered by the Religion, Theology and the Bible programme have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:

1. Provide quality teaching at undergraduate level that is informed and invigorated by the research and scholarship of the staff

2. Sustain a culture of research and teaching that is able to foster the free and independent pursuit of knowledge and the impartial analysis of values

3. Foster an enthusiastic and self-motivated approach through student-centred learning

4. Provide opportunities to acquire knowledge and understanding of biblical history, institutions, languages and cultures within the wider context of contemporary society and culture, religion and theologoy

5. Familiarise students with essential primary and secondary source materials about the Bible and other related sacred and secular texts

6. Develop skills in acquiring, using and critically evaluating information about the Bible from a variety of sources and be able to utilise relevant theory, methods and perspectives from the humanities, cultural studies and the social sciences

7. Develop tolerant, professional and informed attitudes to a variety of approaches to biblical texts and the social and cultural location of those uses

8. Equip students with the ability to identify problems and ways of resolving them, the ability to construct and sustain logical arguments and the ability to present reasoned and informed arguments clearly in both oral and written form

9. Develop abilities in a broad range of other transferable skills, such as information gathering and IT skills


	Slavonic Studies (Czech, Polish, Russian)

The importance of Russia in strategic, political, economic and cultural terms has altered but has not diminished in the post-Soviet period, and those who have knowledge of its language and life are likely to find themselves increasingly in demand as the country modernises and opens up. Russian Studies at Sheffield is a rich and rewarding field of inquiry focused mainly upon the language, culture, history and institutions of Russia from the beginning of the nineteenth century to the present day. It is a multifaceted programme that permits the development of intellectual, practical and transferable skills. 

The acquisition of advanced linguistic skills in Russian, allied to the broad range of interpersonal skills and intercultural competence associated with the study of a modern language, leads to enhanced employability. The Department of Russian and Slavonic Studies has a strong record of graduate employment, and graduates have entered diverse professions such as the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, GCHQ, banking and commerce, marketing and advertising, teaching (including University lecturing) and research, journalism, translation and interpreting. Many graduates have found employment in Russia. Graduates in Russian Studies will also have benefited from the experience of study and residence in Russia during their third year, and from the option to acquire during the programme practical and theoretical knowledge of Czech and/or Polish. 

The availability of other Slavonic languages is a distinctive feature of the programme, along with its flexible structure and the wide range of options offered, which permit students to customise their programmes of study to a significant extent. The availability of modules from other subject areas, if desired, allows for breadth as well as depth of study. Teaching is informed by the research activities of the staff, which were awarded the highest grade of 5*A (denoting research of international excellence) in the 2001 national Research Assessment Exercise, so that students are able to study at the cutting edge of the discipline. There are particular research specialisms in the areas of Russian and Slavonic linguistics, nineteenth- and twentieth-century Russian culture, intellectual history, and critical theory.

Programmes offered by the Department of Russian and Slavonic Studies have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:

1. To provide high quality teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels that is informed and invigorated by the research and scholarship of its staff and alert to the benefits of student-centred learning that fosters the development of transferable analytical and communicative skills;

2. To provide the acquisition of practical language skills alongside awareness and understanding of the appropriate cultural context;

3. To sustain a culture of research and teaching that is able to foster the free pursuit of knowledge, the impartial analysis of values, and the acquisition of intercultural awareness and informed, tolerant and professional attitudes to the languages and countries studied;

4. To respond to the diversity of student interests by allowing both the combination of the subject of study with subjects offered by other providers and a level of student choice within each programme of study appropriate to that programme;

5. To widen access to its programmes of study to the extent permitted by the intellectual and linguistic aptitudes which the programmes demand;

6. To enable students to maximise their potential in all aspects of their programmes of study;

7. To assess students over a range of knowledge, understanding and skills, and to identify and support academic excellence.


	Sociology

The social sciences developed in the mid-nineteenth century, out of the need to understand a social world that was changing rapidly under the impact of industrialisation, urbanisation, migration and population growth. At the beginning of the twenty first century, the world appears to be changing even more rapidly. As information technology, ecological pressures, and global transport networks increase the challenges that face societies and transform experiences of the here-and-now and expectations of the future.  Against this backcloth, social science is ever more vital to our understanding of the human situation.

The sociological perspective emphasises the need to understand how individual attitudes, beliefs and life chances are socially patterned and how people's personal experience and private troubles are related to wider structural forces and social processes.  Sociology is concerned with understanding how, when individuals join together in groups, whether they be in teenage gangs, multi-national corporations or nation states, they create cultures which give meaning to people's actions and shape how they behave. Sociologists are especially interested in social change, and how the forces of modernity such as globalisation and the information revolution affect people's everyday lives. The Department applies theoretical and empirical methods of societies, institutions, and patterns of social continuity and change, a concern with social interaction and the detail of everyday life, and of human welfare and ‘illfare’. 

The Department of Sociological Studies is distinctive within the United Kingdom in combing excellence in Sociology, Social Policy, Social Work and Social Anthropology. This multi-disciplinarity is our greatest strength and, over many years, has provided us with a solid foundation for consistently innovative high-quality teaching and research.  The 

Department has a long history of integrated research and teaching with many of our modules reflecting staff research interests. The Department has an international reputation as one of the top social science research departments in Britain. It was ranked in the most recent RAE of 2008 equal tenth in the country.  This recognition of the Department's vibrant research culture, its overall academic strength of its staff and the quality of the research environment combines with our excellence in teaching, as noted in its Independent Review of teaching in 2004, to confirm the Department’s position as a provider of high quality research-led teaching.

The Department of Sociological Studies provides a high quality learning environment, committed to:

· A comprehensive curriculum that includes a significant study of competing conceptual and theoretical perspectives in sociology and social policy;

· Innovation in teaching through active learning strategies, including group work, student projects and computer based learning;

· Research and skills-focused programme design and teaching.

With a commitment to:

· The participation of students from diverse backgrounds;

· Engendering a culture of student self-improvement and the development of life and vocationally-relevant skills, thus facilitating a full contribution to the society in which they live and work;

· Fostering respect for the traditions of Higher Education, including open enquiry, intellectual freedom and the advancement of knowledge. 

1. The sociology component of the programme aims are to:

2. Foster knowledge and critical understanding of theoretical, methodological and conceptual issues in sociology;

3. Enable students to understand contemporary social processes, social interaction and social change and evaluate competing interpretations of them;

4. Develop skills in logical thinking and foster a capacity for independent, critical judgement;

5. Provide students with the tools to effectively acquire, select and communicate ideas and information;

6. Equip students with a range of transferable intellectual and practical skills that prepare them to enter employment or postgraduate studies.

7. Impart understanding of how the daily lives of individuals, and the long-term patterns of social structure are each intertwined with the other.  

8. Enable students to engage in competing conceptual and theoretical perspectives in sociology;

9. Equip students with the skills to gather sociological evidence and marshal arguments in a logical and clear fashion


	Theatre

Theatre has a strong and long-standing presence in the School of English and the University, with graduates pursuing careers in the professional theatre. At postgraduate level, the department offers a taught MA programme in Theatre and Performance Studies, and there is a significant group of PhD students researching and writing about theatre and theatre practice. In 2007, a joint English and Drama (subsequently changed to English and Theatre) undergraduate degree was introduced, and by 2009 this was recruiting twice the number of students originally anticipated. We have a strong relationship with the Crucible Theatre (one of the country’s leading repertory theatres) and with several nationally and internationally renowned experimental companies based in Sheffield - notably Forced Entertainment and Third Angel.  These links allow students unique opportunities, both within and outside their official studies, to work alongside a range of professional practitioners within the theatre industry. Students also have opportunities to take work outside the University as part of their programme, for example into schools and museums, and to participate in external events and festivals. We currently have five full-time and permanent academic staff whose research and teaching are concentrated entirely within the discipline of theatre, and a part-time professor of performance from Forced Entertainment.  All are experienced practitioners as well as academics. We are also supported by two full-time theatre technicians. Most of our teaching currently takes place in our well-equipped Theatre Workshop, in the recently converted Hawley Building, and in the rehearsal studios attached to the University’s Drama Studio, which we also use for public performances.

The single honours degree in Theatre and Performance is closely linked to the English and Theatre programme, sharing modules as well as principles and methodologies. However, it has also expanded into new areas and structures of teaching. While much of the core teaching (and assessment centres on studio-based practice, the programme has the flexibility, through its elective modules, to allow individual students to vary the balance between practice and theory. In core modules, students encounter and study performances of many different kinds, and in contrasting contexts, and explore a wide range of approaches and processes involved in creating live performance.  Although there are historical dimensions to the programme, there is a particular emphasis on contemporary performance-making – even where the script or material from which the work starts start may not itself be contemporary. In practical modules, the centre of the curriculum will be on forms and elements of theatre practice and theatre-making, rather than on specific periods, texts or histories. Students are be required to document and analyse processes of creating performance; to integrate theoretical and practical approaches, allowing the one to interrogate the other; and to become increasingly sophisticated in using practice both as a form of research and as a method of dissemination.  In their final year, students will be expected to take much greater responsibility for making decisions and choices about their practice, drawing on their work at levels one and two.

In addition to the core modules, students at levels two and three will select additional Theatre modules from amongst those available to all students in the School.

The degree places a particular emphasis on the development of collaborative skills through ensemble work. Although students make their own discoveries through the course, and are often assessed individually, the nature of Theatre is such that the context of their work, and the contribution they make, will often be as part of an ensemble. The development of skills in negotiating, listening, presenting, arguing, initiating, sharing, encouraging, lateral thinking, collaborating and working under pressure for external audiences – which all take place as part of the daily routine and study – and the willingness to take individual and effective responsibility for specific areas and elements within a collective project, are qualities which are rated extremely highly by employers. They are also inherently valuable to future personal success and well-being on all levels.

It is central to the ethos and teaching methodology of the programme that students will be expected to book studio spaces outside class times in order to work collaboratively and practically in groups without the direct supervision of a member of staff, in order to engage in self-directed and self-initiated enquiry-based learning; they will explore and follow up material and ideas relevant to classes which have taken place, and prepare for future classes.

Programmes offered by the School of English follow the general aims of the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield. Additionally, the Degree in Theatre and Performance has the following aims:

1. To encourage students in their enjoyment of and commitment to studying and making theatre and performance.

2. To deliver a diverse curriculum which encourages both a practical and a theoretical understanding of the nature of different forms and contexts of theatre and performance, and of the making of different forms of theatre and performance in contemporary contexts.

3. To encourage students not only to understand the history of, and current practices within the making of theatre and performance, but also to interrogate those histories and practices and to theorise about possible futures.

4. To develop students’ capacity to analyse, evaluate and formulate critical opinion and to provide appropriate evidence in support of it.

5. To provide opportunities for students to develop practical, imaginative, creative and dramaturgical skills, and for these to be expressed within performance contexts.

6. To provide teaching that is informed and led by a departmental culture of research and scholarship, and of involvement in live theatre and performance practice; to provide opportunities for students to have direct and practical contact with professional and contemporary makers of performance within the theatre industry.

7. To teach students how to collect, organise and analyse data through a detailed study of theatre, texts and performance, and to use theatre practice both as a method for conducting research and as a way for disseminating and expressing the results of research and learning.

8. To encourage students to work in flexible and creative ways, by developing skills and habits of independent study and independence of thought, and to develop skills and habits for working as part of an ensemble or group, taking appropriate responsibilities and making both identifiable and general contributions to group projects.

9. To help students prepare and present written and oral work in an articulate manner, both individually and in collaboration, developing writing, communication, practical and performance skills in the transmission of both critical opinion and creative ideas.

10. To provide a basis for the further study of Theatre and Performance at all levels, and for the undertaking of further practice within the fields of Theatre and Performance.
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