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	1
	Programme Title
	Modern Languages

	2
	Programme Code
	MDLU01

	3
	JACS Code 
	R000

	4
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Bachelor of Arts with Honours (BA Hons)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	Honours

	6
	Intermediate Qualifications 
	None

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Arts and Humanities

	9
	Department
	School of Modern Languages and Linguistics

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	English Language and Linguistics

	11
	Mode of Attendance
	Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	Four years (including one year spent in countries in which the languages studied are spoken)

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body (if applicable)
	None

	14
	Date of production/revision
	March 2003


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	Communicative expertise across a number of different languages and cultures is a skill increasingly in demand in view of the development and expansion of the European Union, the globalisation of the economy and the communications revolution.  The importance of the major European languages in the modern world means that interdisciplinary study of them at undergraduate level offers both enhanced career opportunities and an intrinsically rewarding educational experience.  Similarly, linguistically oriented cross-cultural studies have become an important research area in recent years.

The School of Modern Languages and Linguistics at Sheffield University is able to draw on the broad range of expertise in languages, cultures and societies offered by its constituent departments.  It can, therefore, offer highly specialised teaching in the context of a broadly based degree, which enables students to achieve advanced linguistic skills in their chosen languages, as well as a variety of intellectual, practical and transferable skills.  The flexible structure of the programme and the wide range of options offered in terms of languages that can be studied permit students to tailor the specific content of their programme of study to their particular preferences, including, if desired, a significant element of theoretical language studies.  Graduates in the BA in Modern Languages will also have benefited from periods of study and residence, during their third year, in countries where the principal languages studied are spoken.

Teaching is informed by the research activities of the staff in the particular departments concerned, so that students are able to study at the cutting edge of the disciplines involved.

Further information is available at the School web site: http://www.shef.ac.uk/somlal/


16. Programme aims
	The aims of the BA in Modern Languages are as follows:

1. To provide teaching that is informed and invigorated by the research and scholarship of the staff of the School of Modern Languages and Linguistics;

2. To allow students to develop a sound knowledge and critical understanding of the structures and usage of three European languages (or two languages if Linguistics is taken) appropriate to the extent and level to which each language is studied;

3. To improve students’ language-learning skills;

4. To develop the students’ awareness of cultural differences and assist them in achieving intercultural competence;

5. To develop in students an independence of thought, intellectual curiosity and critical approach to evidence, theories and concepts;

6. To develop students’ theoretical awareness of linguistic paradigms;

7. To respond to the diversity of student interests by allowing a wide range of combinations of the subjects of study within the programme of study;

8. To develop in students a range of subject-specific and generic skills appropriate to their subsequent career development or postgraduate work;

9. To develop further transferable skills, valuable for employment, including information gathering, the development of individual resourcefulness and time management skills, analytical thinking, the ability to identify problems and ways of resolving them, the critical appreciation of source materials, the ability to construct and sustain logical argument on the basis of such materials, and the ability to present such argument clearly in both written and spoken forms;

10. To enable students to maximise their potential in all aspects of their programme of study;

11. To assess students over a range of skills and identify and support academic excellence.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding
On successful completion of the programme students will have acquired:

	K1
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of the structures and usage of three European languages (or two languages if Linguistics is taken) appropriate to the extent and level to which each language is studied;

	K2
	A sound understanding of aspects of the cultures associated with the major languages studied;

	K3
	Sound knowledge and practical and critical understanding of the methodologies used to analyse language and culture;

	K4
	Practical knowledge of contemporary life in countries where the two major languages studied are spoken;

	K5
	(If programme of study includes Linguistics) Sound knowledge and critical understanding of areas of linguistic theory relevant to language study.


	Skills and other attributes
On successful completion of the programme students will have developed:

	S1
	A high level of competence in the productive skills of writing and speaking three European languages (or two with Linguistics) appropriate to the extent and level to which each language is studied;

	S2
	A high level of competence in the receptive skills of understanding the written and spoken forms of three European languages (or two with Linguistics) appropriate to the extent and level to which each language is studied;

	S3
	A high level of intercultural awareness, derived from the study of different languages and cultures (and, where appropriate, of linguistic theory), together with the experience of the year abroad, leading to tolerant and informed attitudes to the languages and cultures studied;

	S4
	Ability to demonstrate skills in the acquisition, use and critical evaluation of subject-related information drawn from a variety of sources;

	S5
	Familiarity with bibliographic and research skills, including such IT skills as word-processing, e-mail and use of the Internet;

	S6
	The ability to apply the skills listed in individual research, project work and participation in group activities such as seminars;

	S7
	Further transferable skills, valuable for employment, including information gathering, the development of individual resourcefulness, analytical thinking, the ability to identify problems and ways of resolving them, the critical appreciation of source material, the ability to construct and maintain logical argument on the basis of such material, and the ability to present such argument clearly in both oral and written forms.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

Each of the six departments involved in teaching the programme uses the teaching and learning methods most appropriate to the differing needs of their student bodies and the discrete character and requirements of the modules concerned.  However, common to all departments in the School of Modern Languages and Linguistics are the following:

1. Induction procedures are designed to: 
· Orientate the student towards the goals of the programme as a whole and of the current period of study in particular (this may involve the distribution of handbooks, orientation meetings and pastoral guidance such as tutorial meetings); 
· Acquaint students with the facilities available to them (subject-specific library induction, university-wide IT induction, tours of Modern Languages Teaching Centre); 
· Develop basic bibliographic and study skills [S5] (this may take the form of classes in word processing in the foreign language, classes in reading skills, classes introducing students to resources available on each department’s website, that of the School of Modern Languages and on the worldwide web).
2. Lectures are used to impart essential knowledge relating to K1– K5 above.
3. Smaller group teaching, comprising seminars, tutorials, practical language classes and problem-solving/example classes.  Smaller group teaching devoted to target-language acquisition may take the form of classes involving reading or listening comprehension, written and spoken language production, translation both from and into the target language, or the teaching of formal grammar backed up by exercises and drills [S1, S2].  In all cases the aim is to expose students to as much authentic material in the target language as possible, both written and spoken. Classes with native speakers – an important authentic language resource – are widely used to reinforce skills S1 and S2.  
The smaller group format is also used, where appropriate, for the teaching of aspects of the culture, society, history, politics and institutions related to the languages chosen by the student, enabling students to work through, analyse, understand and respond to information presented to them [K2, K4, S5, S6, S7].

4. Tutorial guidance is provided where project work or student presentations form part of the teaching method for a given module.  Meetings are usually arranged between a tutor and individual students in order to clarify any particular problems experienced by that student in the understanding of material or in the process of preparation of the work.  Tutorial guidance thus supports the development of all the programme learning outcomes set out above.
5. Independent study is essential to the successful completion of the programme.  New students are introduced to study skills through information in the Student Handbooks and through teaching and practical experience in Level 1 and Level 2 modules.  The amount of independent study broadly expected for each module is clearly set out in the course information, although it is recognised that this will vary from student to student.  Independent study is generally geared towards the assimilation and further clarification of information acquired in lectures, preparation for seminars, preparation for written assessments, and the broader development of knowledge of the field of study.  
Provision exists at Level 3 and during the period of residence abroad for supervised independent study and the preparation of projects.  Independent study thus contributes to the development of all the programme learning outcomes, but is especially important in refining skills [S3 – S7].
6. The period of residence abroad during the third year of the programme is an essential part of the learning experience, providing unrivalled opportunities for creative contact with native speakers, for the sustained exercise and development of both productive and receptive linguistic skills to a level appropriate to embark upon final year study [S1 – S3], for the development of practical intercultural awareness [K4, S3] to set alongside the theoretical awareness derived from the study of language and culture, and for the development of personal resourcefulness and adaptability likely to enhance employability [S7].  Students are offered the opportunity to study at foreign universities or to complete work placements where available.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

Each of the six departments uses the assessment methods most suited to the differing needs of their student bodies and the discrete character and requirements of the languages taught.  However, common to all departments in the School of Modern Languages and Linguistics are the following:

1. Regular formative assessment – usually in the form of periodic tests or weekly exercises designed to reinforce knowledge and skills such as language production, comprehension, grammatical accuracy, ability to translate – is used at all levels to monitor the student’s progression through the core language programmes and to pick up and rectify areas of potential weakness in linguistic competence [K1, K3, S1 – S3].

2. Summative assessment of the core language programmes tests students’ ability to demonstrate both productive and receptive skills [K1, K3, S1 – S3].  Examples of methods used by the contributing departments include:

·  continuous assessment of performance in oral classes

·  formal one-to-one oral examinations

·  formal oral examinations done in pairs

·  continuous assessment of written coursework

·  formal written examinations

Assessment of modules in related thematic subjects (linguistics, culture, society, history, politics, institutions, etc.) [K2 – K5, S4 – S7] is carried out in a variety of ways including some or all of the following:

· individual essays

· project work

· formal examinations

· oral presentations

· short pieces of textual analysis

· dissertation

· performance

The period of study abroad is assessed through marks derived from some of the following: modules studied abroad, project essays and oral examination [in particular, K4 and S3].  The importance attached to that year is partly reflected in the contribution that these marks make to final degree classification.

Progression through the programme sees increasing emphasis placed upon assessment methods designed to reflect and test increasing autonomy in student learning.


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:  

· Subject Benchmark Statements
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
· Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
· University Strategic Plan
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan
· Learning and Teaching Strategy (2011-16)

http://www.shef.ac.uk/lets/staff/lts
· The research interests of departmental staff and the research strategies of the constituent departments of the School of Modern Languages and Linguistics;


20. Programme structure and regulations

	The programme structure is designed to be flexible, allowing both for a considerable range of choice within the degree itself and, in the initial stages, the possibility of transfer to or from one of the other degree programmes available in the School of Modern Languages and Linguistics.  

At Level 1 students take either two or three subjects chosen from a list of potential Major components of the programme: French, German, Russian, Spanish, English Language and Linguistics.  Optionally, the third subject may be chosen from a list of potential Minor components: Catalan, Czech, Dutch, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Swedish; or it may be a subject chosen from those specified in General Regulations for the Faculty of Arts.

At Level 2 students make a definitive choice of the two Major and one Minor components of the degree.  If three potential Major components have been studied at Level 1, any two may be chosen as Major subjects and the third continued as the Minor Subject.  Alternatively, a Minor subject studied at Level 1 may be continued, or a new subject may be chosen from the Minor subject list.

In the third year, the period of residence abroad is spent either on placements or attending approved courses in countries where the two Major languages studied are spoken and makes an important contribution to the development of the language skills that enable students to tackle the Level 3 course successfully.

The coherence of the programme is achieved through the high proportion of core language modules studied.  However, opportunities exist at Levels 2 and 3 for students to take up to 40 credits in thematic subjects related to the languages studied.

The programme structure is designed to provide a context in which students can achieve all the programme learning outcomes.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.shef.ac.uk/govern/calendar/regs.html.


21. Student development over the course of study
	Level 1: Of the potential Major components of the programme, French and German are taken exclusively by students with an A-Level qualification or equivalent, while separate pathways are available in Russian and Spanish for those students entering with an A-Level qualification or equivalent and for those wishing to take up the language as beginners.  Similarly, it is also possible for BA in Modern Languages students to take Linguistics at Level 1 without an A-level qualification in English Language.  In the Departments of Hispanic Studies and Russian and Slavonic Studies the two Major language pathways are differentiated, so that neither group is disadvantaged, by the provision of separate, dedicated methods of language tuition and assessment up to the completion of Level 2.  

The beginners’ courses introduce the major structures of the language studied, build vocabulary, develop elementary skills in the reception and production of both written and spoken forms and introduce students to aspects of the relevant cultures.  Post-A-Level courses develop and consolidate skills acquired at A-Level in the reception and production of the written and spoken language in addition to dealing with aspects of the relevant cultures. 

At this Level it is also possible to take beginner’s courses in any of the languages of the Minor subjects list, thus offering the opportunity (with the provision of courses at correspondingly higher levels at Level 2 and Level 3) for more extensive acquisition of the Minor language over the programme as a whole.

Level 2 promotes, in ways appropriate to each pathway, developing mastery of and sophistication in productive and receptive language skills, including grammatical understanding, vocabulary building, translation, reading and writing skills, aural comprehension, and oral expression.  Option modules available at this Level permit students to deepen and broaden their interests in more specialised areas of linguistics, institutions, literature, culture and society connected with the Major languages studied.  The study of the Minor subject is either continued, through consolidating and developing the productive and receptive (or analytical) skills developed at Level 1, or initiated via an intensive beginners’ language course.

The Year Abroad between Levels 2 and 3, further consolidates all language skills, promotes intercultural awareness and understanding, develops self-reliance and confidence in the use of the target languages, and, where appropriate, permits the convergence of beginners’ and Post-A-Level Major subject pathways during the final year.  Students taking Linguistics as a Major subject have the opportunity (optional) of a Semester’s residence and study in a country where their Minor language is spoken, and all students of the programme are given encouragement to spend a short period in a country or region of their Minor language 

Level 3 exploits and develops increased confidence and sophistication in students’ language skills (and, where appropriate, expertise in linguistic theory) following the year abroad and demands more advanced ability in the reception and production of written and spoken forms of the languages studied.  Further opportunities to deepen existing knowledge and skills, or to acquire new ones, are offered by a wide range of optional modules in linguistics, institutions, literature, culture and society relevant to the Major subjects studied.  Further study at a more advanced level develops and consolidates the productive and receptive skills previously acquired in the Minor-subject language.

Exit awards are not available before the completion of Level 3 of this programme.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Detailed information regarding admission to the programme is available at http://www.shef.ac.uk/prospective/.
Entry on to the programme beyond Level 1 is normally subject to satisfactory completion of a period of study equivalent to Level 1 and is at the discretion of the departments. Application should be made in the first instance to Admissions Tutor at i.r.warner@sheffield.ac.uk (Tel. 0114 2220547)


23. Additional information

	For further information students are directed to the School’s web pages at http://www.shef.ac.uk/somlal/. These provide links to full information on courses and access to student handbooks.

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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