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	1
	Programme Title
	Intercultural Communication and International Development

	2
	Programme Code
	MDLT30

	3
	JACS Code
	Not applicable

	4
	Level of Study
	Postgraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Master of Arts (MA), Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert), Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	M

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert), Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)

	6b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	M

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Arts

	9
	Department
	School of Languages and Cultures (formerly School of Modern Languages and Linguistics)

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	Geography
Town and Regional Planning

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full-time; Part-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	1 Year Full-time ; 2 years Part-time

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Not applicable

	14
	Date of production/revision
	April 2013, Revised March 2016


	Dual Degrees

The University of Sheffield defines a dual degree as the independent study of two parallel subjects. Dual degrees offer students the flexibility to choose a programme of study that reflects their interests and gives the opportunity to develop detailed knowledge and key skills in two major subjects. Whilst the two subjects may be taught independently, they will complement, inform and illuminate one another. Where there are two programme specifications for dual degrees, one for each half of the programme, and students should refer to both documents for a full description of the whole programme. Where there are clear links between the two subjects, details will be included in Sections 15 and 20 of the programme specifications. However, there are some single programme specifications for dual degree combinations where there is a substantial degree of integration between the two subjects.


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	The new MA in Intercultural Communication and International Development provides high quality, in-depth teaching dedicated to preparing students aiming at both further academic studies and careers in development research and practice in the public and private sectors, with an emphasis on language, culture and communication. It builds on the success of the already established Masters’ Programmes in both the School of Languages and Cultures and the Departments of Geography and Town and Regional Planning. Professional and academic opportunities for students on this MA programme are broad-ranging; evidence from professionals in international development indicates a need for practitioners and policy-makers who are also skilled cultural interpreters.
Features of the MA in Intercultural Communication and International Development include:

· A focus on intercultural communication theory and practice, developing critical reflexivity and capacity for dealing with complex communicative situations;
· international development research and practice in its social and intellectual context, reflecting on its complexities and how these are played out in daily life;
· a focus upon research methods and their application to problem-solving within a professional and academic environment.


16. Programme aims

	The aims of the MA are consistent with the Department’s general aims which are:

1. To provide quality teaching that is informed and invigorated by the scholarship of its staff and alert to the benefits of student-centred learning;

2. To develop students’ capacity for self-driven independent study and reflective practice, ensuring their development as lifelong learners;
3. To widen access to its programmes of study;

4. To sustain a culture of learning that is able to foster the free pursuit of knowledge, the impartial analysis of values, the development of intercultural awareness and informed, tolerant and professional attitudes to the languages and cultures studied.

In addition, this programme has the following specific aims:

1. To provide students with a good grounding in theoretical approaches in intercultural communication studies within development contexts;
2. To enable students to relate their understanding to issues of contemporary concern within intercultural and development contexts;
3. To equip students with the theoretical and analytical understanding and tools to evaluate, monitor and improve communication and/or development systems;
4. develop specialised substantive and research knowledge in relation to a selected field of intercultural communication and international development;
5. develop a commitment to self-learning and the development of life skills and foster intellectual curiosity, critical thinking and independent judgement;
6. develop an ability to critically reflect upon intercultural communication within international development research and practice and to understand the strengths and limitations of existing knowledge and evidence and the need for analytical rigour.


	


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding:

	K1
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of both intercultural communication and international development in theory and practice.

	K2
	Sound knowledge and understanding of the complexities involved in effective real-time intercultural communication.

	K3
	Critical cultural awareness and appreciation of the everyday lives of those living in the Global South, and the impact of development processes and interventions.

	K4
	A sophisticated understanding of the values and ethical considerations that underpin international development and its implementation.

	K5
	A personal and professional commitment to developing effective intercultural communication systems and strategies for equitable international development.

	K6
	A detailed understanding of the value of research as applied to academic and non-academic fields and the ability to evaluate and appraise the rigour and validity of published research.

	K7
	Broad and detailed understanding of the process of designing interculturally-oriented international development research.

	K8
	An awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of research methods and how they might be applied to such research in practice.


On graduation students achieving an award of Diploma will have a more in-depth knowledge and understanding of K1-5, and to a lesser extent K6.
	Skills and other attributes:

	By the end of the Programme, students will be able to:

	S1
	understand and analyse the range of theoretical and practical problems associated with intercultural communication and  international development.

	S2
	critically appraise and evaluate the context and validity of academic papers, reports and policy documents within the fields of intercultural communication and international development.

	S3
	demonstrate and apply a broad skills base to research and practice scenarios.

	S4
	gain knowledge for themselves, critically assess this knowledge and relate this knowledge to action.

	S5
	develop skills in multi-disciplinary team-work.

	S6
	develop ethno-linguistic analytical skills which can be applied in a variety of situations.

	S7
	communicate effectively, research design and findings, through the development of oral, written and /or graphic skills.

	S8
	develop a proposal for research which reflects an understanding of a problem, the context within which that problem is set and appropriate methodologies for generating and analysing relevant data.

	S9
	plan, conduct and write-up an independent piece of primary research.


On graduation students achieving an award of Diploma will have a more in-depth knowledge and understanding of S1-6, and to a lesser extent S7.
18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

1. Lectures and seminars will be used throughout the programme for core and option modules. Their use is extensive and is designed to allow students to work through, analyse, understand and respond to information (K1, K3, K4, K4, K5, K6, K7, K8; S1, S2, S6). Seminars devoted to the development of ethnographic skills will involve substantial field work and analysis of the outcomes of these activities (K2, S3, S6). No module is taught entirely through lectures.
2. Independent study. The programme actively encourages student-driven learning, with an emphasis on both the development of analytical and reflective reasoning, and on practical effectiveness. Students’ independent study is required throughout the programme to ensure maximum benefit to seminars, and to allow for the development of critical reasoning from an informed personal perspective. Independent study is particularly important in the work-based placements and in the project and dissertation options (K1, K7-K8, S1, S4, S5).

3. Pair-and group work. The programme actively encourages the use of pair-and group work, particularly in the.  At the very heart of this programme is the issue of communication, and pair and group work is therefore an integral learning method (K2, S5, S7).

4. Consultations on a one-to-one basis with teaching staff are central to modules in reflective practice, and an essential complement to other learning and teaching methods, providing an opportunity for students to discuss in greater depth issues that arise in seminars and in the course of independent learning or in preparation of the dissertation (K1-8; S1-9).

There is a strong emphasis placed on fieldwork with the students required to have practical, hands-on experience of techniques through a core field class, providing essential training for their own independent placement-based dissertation.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

The programme uses a wide variety of continuous assessment methods, organised as a structured mechanism through which skills and knowledge are developed by students. The programme has been designed so that assessments required by different modules fit within the overall structure and progression of the programme.

Whilst assessments are used to develop all key areas of understanding and skills, there is expectation that students will also develop and demonstrate some skills and understanding outside formal assessment mechanisms, for example, skills in time management and self-motivation as well as self-development.
Essays are used where there is a need to evaluate the students’ comprehension of particular concepts or theoretical stand points and how they relate to intercultural communication and international development (K1-6). Essays also help to develop the students’ ability to communicate clearly through fluent writing and the construction of well-developed arguments (S1-2, S7). Essays and papers are also used by some modules in the demonstration of students’ specialist knowledge and skills.
Oral Presentation is seen as important part of the assessment strategy. Students are required to present project findings and recommendations to peers and members of staff. Oral presentation particularly allows the assessment of the ability to communicate clearly and effectively (S7).

Project work based upon field work recorded in a reflective diary, designed to test subject knowledge, increasing autonomy in student learning, evaluation and application of methodologies, and the development of transferable skills (K1- K6, S1, S3, S4, S6).
The Dissertation is the culmination of the programme. Whilst it allows specialist knowledge and skills to be demonstrated, it is not intended as an overall assessment for the whole programme. In particular, the dissertation is seen as a key expression of specialist knowledge and skills (K6, S7), the understanding of the research process (K6-8) and the ability to design, plan and conduct research (S4; S7-9), and the ability to situate research in a real-world context through the placement clearly and effectively (K7, K8, S7-9).


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

The Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield, as presented in its Corporate Plan;

The Learning and Teaching Strategy of the University of Sheffield;
School of Languages and Cultures, Geography and Town and Regional Planning Departmental  Learning and Teaching Strategies;
The Masters level qualification descriptor contained in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England Wales and Northern Ireland – January 2001.


20. Programme structure and regulations

	The programme provides a coherent structure of core and optional modules, ensuring common knowledge and skills base through core modules, with the optional modules allowing students to follow their individual academic and professional interests and/or specialise in one or more areas of the programme. Core modules from the School of Languages and Cultures are also core for the students taking the MA in Intercultural communication; Core modules from GEO/TRP follow the pre-established structure for the International development Masters’ in Public Health, thus creating overall coherence with other student groups sharing the modules.
Students taking 120 credits will be eligible for a Postgraduate Diploma. Students on the Masters' not permitted to proceed to the dissertation (i.e. unsatisfactory progress) will be eligible for a postgraduate diploma award by gaining 120 credits from core and optional modules during Semesters 1 and 2.

Core modules : 135 credits
MLT 6070 Theories of Intercultural Communication (15 AUT)
MLT6411 Ethnography: Reflective Practice (15 Grad Year)

GEO 6801 Ideas and Practice in International Development  (15 AUT)

TRP611 Spatial Planning and Development in the Global South (15 AUT)

GEO 6804 Field class (15 SPR) (Or TRP601 Field class to Cairo)

MLT 6XXX Placement dissertation (60 SPR)-

Optional modules to be selected from those available for students on MA in Intercultural Communication and MA in International Development.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.shef.ac.uk/govern/calendar/regs.html.


21. Student development over the course of study
	The core modules form a foundation of substantive knowledge and key research skills (K1-3, K7-8).  Both the teaching and learning is developmental and there is an increasing emphasis upon student-centred learning as the year progresses. Specifically, students acquire an expertise in intercultural communication and international development theory, as well as broader philosophical and theoretical debates (K1-6).  These skills and understandings are put into practice through group and individual work, field classes and placement research (K7-8, S7-9). The optional modules provide flexibility for students to study in-depth areas of the subject in which they are particularly interested.  Combined, these modules provide an appropriate basis for the preparation of the dissertation.

However, while specific learning outcomes have been associated with stages in this process, it is important to note that the development of knowledge and skills are continuous and that students are expected to continue developing their core knowledge and skills throughout the programme. In parallel there is a coherent development of understanding and increasing engagement in the research process.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Detailed information regarding admission to programmes is available from the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/courses/.

BA (HONS.) 2.1 Equivalent normally in Arts/Social Sciences; a second language to intermediate level (for English mother tongue speakers) and IELTS 7 with 6.5 in each component for other mother tongue speakers. Preferably prior experience of having spent a period of time in another country; preference will be given to those who have spent time in a developing area.


23. Additional information

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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