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	1
	Programme Title
	Legal Practice

	2
	Programme Code
	LAWT71 (MA - FT), LAWT72 (MA - PT)

LAWT103 (PGDip - FT), LAWT104 (PGDip - PT)

	3
	JACS Code
	M250

	4
	Level of Study
	Postgraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Master of Arts
Postgraduate Diploma

	5b
	Position in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications
	M

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	None

	6b
	Position in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications
	7

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Social Sciences

	9
	Department
	School of Law

	10
	Other Department(s) involved in teaching the programme
	None

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full-time or Part-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	MA (FT) – 1 year, MA (PT) – 2 years

PGDip (FT) – 41 weeks, PGDip (PT) – 2 years

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Solicitors Regulation Authority (this only relates to the elements that make up the PGDip – i.e. not the dissertation)
Programmes have been approved up until Autumn 2021 after which the Solicitors Qualifying Exam (SQE) will be introduced. The SRA Joint Statement requirements will no longer apply after 2020/21.

	14
	Date of production/revision
	January 2020


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	The University of Sheffield’s Masters in Legal Practice is designed to provide a professional legal qualification for students who wish to enter the legal profession to practise as solicitors. Students who successfully complete the Masters in Legal Practice are able to demonstrate to potential employers advanced research skills as well as in-depth knowledge in a specific area of law and practice.

Students who choose not to complete the dissertation will be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice, and that also satisfies the requirements of the professional qualification.
The course is taught by specialist staff, all with practical legal professional experience. The course is taught within the University of Sheffield’s School of Law, which is one of the largest law schools in the country with a reputation for excellence in both teaching and research.

Graduates from the course have an extremely good record in securing employment. Only approximately 10 per cent of the students who enrol on the programme have already obtained training contracts before enrolling. The programme has a dedicated careers advisor who can help students seeking training contracts. Of those who successfully complete the programme, over fifty percent secure training contracts 3 years post course completion, with the majority of the rest securing legal related employment. Although the course is primarily intended to prepare students for professional legal practice, the practical skills it develops, such as communication, analysis, problem solving, team working, prioritisation, time management, enquiry and research skills are valuable in a range of other careers, including business, accountancy and tax.
References below to the Legal Practice Course are to those elements of the programme that go to make up the Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice (i.e. they exclude the dissertation).
For further information go to at https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/professional-courses/legal-practice-course-lpc


16. Programme aims

	The aims of the Legal Practice Course are to:

1. 
prepare students for work-based learning; and;
2.
provide a general foundation for practice.

These aims are taken directly from the Solicitors Regulation Authority’s Outcomes document.

The additional aims of the Masters in Legal Practice are to:
3. equip students with additional research skills relevant to the employment market; and;
4. allow students to demonstrate a considerable depth of knowledge and understanding of an aspect of law and practice of their choosing.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding:

	The overarching outcomes prescribed by the Solicitors Regulation Authority for the Legal Practice Course are that at the end of the programme, successful students should be able, under appropriate supervision, to:

	K1
	research and apply knowledge of the law and legal practice accurately and effectively;

	K2
	identify the client's objectives and different means of achieving those objectives and be aware of;
· the financial, commercial and personal priorities and constraints to be taken into account.
· the costs, benefits and risks involved in transactions or courses of action.

	K3
	perform the tasks required to advance transactions or matters;

	K4
	understand where the rules of professional conduct may impact and be able to apply them in context;

	K5
	demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in the areas of:

· Professional Conduct and Regulation.
· the core practice areas of Business Law and Practice, Property Law and Practice, Litigation and the areas of wills and administration of estates and taxation.
· the course skills of Practical Legal Research, Writing, Drafting, Interviewing and Advising, and Advocacy.
· the three areas covered by their choice of electives, and;

	K6
	reflect on their learning and identify their learning needs.

	The additional learning outcomes of the Masters in Legal Practice are that at the end of the programme successful students should be able to:

	K7
	research and apply knowledge of the law and legal practice to a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness;

	K8
	demonstrate detailed knowledge and understanding in the areas of law and practice covered by their dissertation.


	Skills and other attributes:

	Those students who successfully complete the Legal Practice Course should be able to:

	S1
	perform, with understanding, the skills and tasks required to complete transactions, in a manner which effectively achieves the client’s and solicitor’s objectives;

	S2
	identify the client’s objectives and different means of achieving those objectives;

	S3
	identify the steps and decisions that need to be taken to implement those objectives;

	S4
	identify any difficulties that may arise in impelling those steps and procedures;

	S5
	perform the skills and tasks under the supervision normally and properly accorded to the trainee;

	S6
	demonstrate their skills in the areas of:
· Professional Conduct and Regulation.
· the core practice areas of Business Law and Practice, Property Law and Practice, Litigation and the areas of wills and administration of estates and taxation.
· the course skills of Practical Legal Research, Writing, Drafting, Interviewing and Advising, and Advocacy.
· the three areas covered by their choice of electives.
Students should also be able to transfer skills learnt in one context to another;

	S7
	learn from the experience of the programme and be able to learn from future practice;

	S8
	make the most of the experience which follows and gain the confidence necessary for competence in practice;

	S9
	demonstrate an awareness of the limits of their own competence and know when to ask for assistance;

	S10
	organise work and manage time effectively;

	S11
	work effectively in groups.

	Additionally, those students who successfully complete the Masters in Legal Practice should be able to:

	S12
	Research an area of law or practice of their choice to a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness and develop and explain their own views on that area of law or practice.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	The Legal Practice Course

Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

The programme is taught by means of a combination of lectures, workshops, group work, practical exercises and reading and private study.

The emphasis of the programme is on skills and "learning by doing" and "student focused learning". Students on the programme are expected to have the skills expected of an honours graduate in law, including the ability to research areas of substantive law.
Substantive knowledge (mainly K5) is acquired primarily by directed reading and self-study, often in preparation for whole group teaching sessions. Screencasts are then provided (or lectures held) to clarify concepts. Students then apply the knowledge gained through self-study and screencasts in preparing for and during workshop classes.
More than ninety per cent of class contact consists of workshop classes in which students perform such tasks as brain-storming, team-working, problem-solving, role-playing and presenting. In these sessions students are asked to advise on or otherwise deal with the problems of a hypothetical client, placing the client at the centre of the problem, understanding their concerns and providing practical solutions. Students are continually challenged to apply their legal skills creatively. During these sessions the emphasis is on student learning with tutors acting as facilitators. During these classes students develop the practical legal skills necessary for legal practice (S1 - 11).

Feedback is provided at the end of the workshop class practical exercise. Knowledge is reinforced or consolidated by revision classes and exercises later in the course.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the programme learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

The programme uses a range of assessment methods including formal written assessments, problem solving exercises, multiple choice questions and practical exercises in skills such as writing and drafting and oral skills such as interviewing, advising and advocacy. The methods of assessment to be used for individual programme components are largely prescribed by the Law Society.
· Knowledge and understanding of substantive law is tested primarily by examinations; including open book examinations, which place greater emphasis on understanding than on knowledge and memory. Multiple choice questions and short answer questions are used to test essential knowledge. Problem solving skills are tested by problem questions in examinations and assessed coursework.

· Competency in practical skills (and the integration of skills with theoretical knowledge and understanding) is assessed by practical exercises in drafting, advising, interviewing, and advocacy and so on.

· Skills of personal organisation and time management are not formally assessed, but are indirectly assessed in the preparation of assessed coursework and practical exercises and also in assessments.


	Masters in Legal Practice
Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

The programme begins with a study of research methods and how to write dissertations, through reading, online exercises, self study and seminars. The students then prepare a research proposal in consultation with their research supervisor. During the preparation of the dissertation the students will meet with their research supervisor on three occasions.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the programme learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

Preparation of a dissertation not exceeding 12,000 words on an area of law and practice of their choice (but which has been approved by the research supervisor).


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ourplan/
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2016-2021) http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/als/strategy
The Solicitors Regulation Authority Outcomes for the Legal Practice Course.
The teaching interests of the LPC Staff of the University of Sheffield, School of Law.


20. Programme structure and regulations

	The programme structure of the Legal Practice Course is largely prescribed by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. The Solicitors Regulation Authority specification provides for the following elements within the course:

I Stage 1

II Professional Conduct and Regulation

· Professional conduct

· The Profession

· Money Laundering
· Financial Services

· Solicitors’ Accounts

Wills and Administration of Estates

Taxation

Core Practice Areas

· Business Law and Practice;

· Property Law & Practice; and

· Litigation and Advocacy.

Course Skills
· Practical Legal Research;

· Writing;

· Drafting;

· Interviewing and Advising; and
· Advocacy.

Stage 2

All students must study three electives covering particular areas of substantive law and practice. The electives currently offered at Sheffield are:
· Commercial Law;
· Commercial Property;
· Commercial Litigation;

· Corporate Finance;
· Acquisitions and Mergers;
· Advanced Personal Injury Litigation;
· Advanced Criminal Litigation;
· Family Law;
· Employment Law; and
· Private Client.

Dissertation

12,000 word dissertation on a topic of each student’s choice relating to law and practice. A short series of introductory workshops on research methods and practice are provided before detailed work on the dissertation commences.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar


21. Student development over the course of study
	Legal Practice Course
The programme is a postgraduate programme designed to be undertaken over a single academic year (for the full-time programme). It is expected that students commencing the programme will have the knowledge and skills to be expected of honours graduates in law. The programme seeks to build on that knowledge and develop those skills whilst inculcating additional skills which will be required in professional legal practice.

Substantive legal knowledge and skills development are integrated throughout the programme. The programme commences with a short, two week foundation course which provides an introduction to the core skills used on the programme.
During Stage 1 students then study the three compulsory areas of substantive law and practice. Study of appropriate prescribed skills and pervasive areas is embedded in the study of the compulsory subjects. The approach of the programme is different from the approach students will have experienced during undergraduate studies, requiring more intensive study. To help students adjust to the different demands of the programme teaching is most intensive during semester 1, with a weekly programme of lectures or screencasts.  Students will usually have about 11 hours of contact time per week. During Stage 2 students study three electives. These build upon the core knowledge gained at undergraduate level and during semester 1. By this stage students should be more familiar with the programme approach and take a greater responsibility for their own learning, consistent with the programme aims. There are therefore no regular lectures in elective subjects, and students have one workshop session per elective per week. In addition there are "guest" lectures and other occasional sessions for individual electives to supplement students' workshop learning.

Masters in Legal Practice
The programme will begin with the study of research methods and the writing of dissertations. The students will already be familiar with research which is specifically relevant to practice as a solicitor, but their knowledge of academic research methods will, in the case, of most students, need to develop before they can begin to write the dissertation. Their research skills will develop further as they carry out the research necessary for the writing of the dissertation, as will their ability to explain their own views on the area of law or practice which they have chosen to research.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	At least a 2.2 at undergraduate level.


23. Additional information

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.


Programme Specification


A statement of the knowledge, understanding and skills that underpin a taught programme of study leading to an award from�The University of Sheffield
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