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	1
	Programme Title
	Law

	2
	Programme Code
	LAWT73

	3
	JACS Code
	M200

	4
	Level of Study
	Postgraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Postgraduate Diploma

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	M

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	None

	6b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	Not applicable

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Social Sciences

	9
	Department
	School of Law

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	None

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	1 year (usually 38 weeks from commencement of the course until the end of the final exam period).

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Joint Academic Stage Board (‘JASB’ - which dealt with the requirements of both the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Bar Standards Board).
Programmes have been approved up until Autumn 2021 after which the Solicitors Qualifying Exam (SQE) will be introduced. The BSB Joint Statement requirements will no longer apply after 2019/20. The SRA Joint Statement requirements will no longer apply after 2020/21.

	14
	Date of production/revision
	January 2020


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	Law is largely about the regulation of the relationships between people and people, people and the state, and people and things. Law has been taught at the University of Sheffield (and its forerunner institutions) for over 100 years. The teaching and research which takes place in the School of Law cover many aspects of the subject. In addition to its academic programmes the School of Law has since 1994 also offered the vocational Legal Practice Course.
In order to qualify as a solicitor or barrister one must have either – (1) a qualifying law degree; or (2) a degree which is not a qualifying law degree, and a Graduate Diploma/Postgraduate Diploma in Law (sometimes also referred to as the Common Professional Examination). The Postgraduate Diploma in Law offered at the University of Sheffield is, therefore, a ‘conversion course’ for non-law graduates who wish to qualify as a solicitor or barrister.
A significant element of content of the programme is based upon the requirements of JASB. Students can expect an intensive course. Although students who successfully complete the Postgraduate Diploma will intend to go on to qualify as practising lawyers, the course itself will have a strong academic flavour. It will also introduce students to the concept of “commercial awareness”.
The Postgraduate Diploma in Law fits neatly into the suite of programmes offered by the School of Law, alongside the MA Law. It is expected to attract graduates of the University of Sheffield, others for whom Sheffield is home as well as students from farther afield. It is one of only two such courses available at Russell Group universities. Sheffield is the only Russell Group university to offer both a Postgraduate Diploma in Law and a Legal Practice Course. The course enhances the School of Law’s reputation for both academic study and professional legal education.


16. Programme aims

	The aims of the programme are to:
1. provide an academically rigorous programme of legal education, at an advanced level, designed to prepare the non law graduate for entry onto the Vocational Stage of training.
2. provide a sound foundation upon which the non law graduate can develop the legal knowledge and competencies necessary for a career in legal practice.
3. enable the acquisition of advanced knowledge of those areas of law which are generally considered to be fundamental to any study of law (ie the 7 Foundations of Legal Knowledge Subjects – see section 17 below) and the additional area of Company Law.
4. ensure the acquisition of knowledge and critical understanding of the English Legal System and process.
5. ensure an advanced appreciation of the relationship between national and community law.
6. enable the non law graduate to analyse and evaluate legal problems and provide a range of solutions to them using primary materials.
7. enable the non law graduate to be able to conduct legal research (using both hardcopy and electronic resources), with particular emphasis upon primary materials, requiring a comprehensive understanding of research methods and techniques.
8. develop, to an advanced level, in the non law graduate the range of skills previously acquired, in a legal context, that contribute to academic study, solving problems and communicating effectively.
9. enable the non law graduate to transfer and apply both knowledge and skills learned in one legal context to another.
10. develop in the non law graduate a capacity for critical assessment of the law;

11. develop in the non law graduate the ability to use and recognise the potential of IT in the context of the law and legal study; and
12. develop in the non law graduate the idea of commercial awareness, and the ability to consider the objectives of a party to litigation.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding:

	On successful completion of the programme the student will be able to:

	K1
	demonstrate a critical awareness and comprehensive understanding of the areas of law studied, of the legal process and the inter-relationship between different areas of law in a national and European context;

	K2
	identify, find and use a range of sources of legal information, including IT, to assist in legal study, evaluating the different potential sources so as locate that information and extract the essential points from it;

	K3
	analyse and evaluate legal information and apply it to the solution of problems;

	K4
	communicate legal information efficiently and effectively both orally and in writing;

	K5
	assume responsibility for the continuing development of his/her own legal education and competence.


	Skills and other attributes:
On successful completion of the programme students should have developed:

	S1
	the ability to process large quantities of information rapidly and to apply that information in solving individual problems;

	S2
	the ability to approach a problem logically, to analyse complex factual situations and, using sound judgment, evaluate a range of solutions;

	S3
	the ability to listen effectively;

	S4
	the ability to use language accurately and to communicate information efficiently and effectively both orally and in writing, for a variety of purposes;

	S5
	the ability to conduct legal research using primary and secondary sources, with particular emphasis upon primary resources (both hardcopy and electronic) and to extract and apply essential information from those sources;

	S6
	the capacity to work co-operatively and constructively in a team, in a variety of roles, as well as being able to act individually under their own initiative;

	S7
	the capacity to transfer and apply knowledge and skills learned in one context to another;

	S8
	the capacity to assess, evaluate and critique their own and others’ arguments;

	S9
	the ability to assume responsibility for their own independent learning at a high level, and to demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving problems, and act autonomously in planning and implementing tasks; and

	S10
	the ability to use IT to an advanced level within the context of legal academic study.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

The course is taught by a combination of screencasts, seminars, group work, reading, directed reading questions, online exercises and private study.
The emphasis of the course is on "student focused learning". Students on the course are expected to have the skills expected of an honours graduate.
Screencasts are provided to introduce concepts. Substantive knowledge (mainly K1) is acquired primarily by directed reading and self-study, often in preparation for whole group teaching sessions. Students then apply the knowledge gained through self-study and lectures in preparing for and during seminars. A screencast is an online lecture with PowerPoint slides. It can be viewed by a student when and where (s)he wishes, can be paused, and viewed several times. It can incorporate exercises or other activities (for example the student can be told to pause the screencast, answer some questions and then come back into the screencast to compare their answers against those in the screencast).
Almost all of the class contact consists of seminars in which students review the work done (mainly short answer questions, essays, essay plans, and problems) in preparation for the seminar. Students are continually challenged to apply their legal knowledge. During these sessions the emphasis is on student learning with tutors acting as facilitators.
Feedback is provided during seminars. Knowledge is reinforced or consolidated by revision classes, exercises and formative assessment later in the course.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

English Legal System is assessed by a written examination (consisting of multiple choice questions and/or short answer questions) early in the course. Students must pass this in order to proceed onto the rest of the course. This was a requirement of the JASB. Only one resit attempt is permitted.

The seven Foundations of Legal Knowledge and Company Law are assessed by closed book written examinations. Statutory materials will be permitted in some examinations. The students will be issued with case lists for some examinations.

Legal Research will be a coursework project with a word limit of 3000 words.

Not all of the areas of knowledge and understanding, and the skills are directly assessed, but students who are successful in their studies (and who, as a result, pass the examinations) will necessarily have mastered the majority of those areas.


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ourplan/
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2016-2021) http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/als/strategy
The JASB Core Requirements.
The Learning and Teaching Strategy of The School of Law.

The teaching interests of the staff of the University of Sheffield, School of Law.


20. Programme structure and regulations

	The programme begins with some pre-reading on English Legal System.
Semester One starts with two weeks of English Legal System, Introduction to Legal Research and EU Law followed by assessment in English Legal System (only one resit to be allowed).

During the rest of Semester One, students will study Contract, Tort, Crime and Public Law, followed by a revision period and an examination period.

Semester Two begins with further work on Legal Research, by the end of which students have a research plan, and commence work on their Legal Research coursework. They then study Land, Equity and Trusts, EU Law and Company Law. This is followed by a revision period and then an examination period.
Detailed Assessment Regulations are provided within the Programme Handbook. These cover issues such as mitigating circumstances, the compensation of marginal fails, the time limit for successful completion of the programme and the classification of the award.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar 


21. Student development over the course of study

	The programme is a postgraduate programme designed to be undertaken over a single academic year. It is expected that students commencing the programme will have the study skills to be expected of honours graduates.
Substantive legal knowledge and skills development are integrated throughout the programme. The course commences with a short, two week foundation course which provides an introduction to the core skills used on the programme and which includes the study on the English Legal System, upon which the students are examined at the end of that two week period.
During the rest of Semester 1 students study Contract, Tort, Crime and Public Law. The acquiring of the knowledge and understanding set out at K1 - 5 and the skills set out at S1 – 10 is embedded in the study of all of the subjects. The course requires more intensive study than some students will have been used to in their undergraduate studies; this is simply due to the amount of material in the course (the JASB required that it be made up of a minimum of 1,620 notional learning hours). During Semester 2 students study Land, Equity and Trusts, EU Law and Company Law.  Land, Equity and Trusts, and Company Law are subjects that many students find more difficult, which is partly why they have been placed in Semester 2 (and an understanding of Contract (studied in Semester 1) should help with the study of these three subjects). There will be a week devoted to preparation for the research project at the beginning of semester 2, with the project itself being prepared over the following few weeks. The Legal Research project will develop the students’ research skills, and in particular the skills set out at S2, S4, S5 and S9.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	These requirements are based upon the original requirements of the JASB.
1. A student must be a graduate (with a 2:2 or equivalent) or have been granted a Certificate of Academic Standing from one of the professional bodies (the Solicitors Regulation Authority or the Bar Standards Board), before they can be admitted onto the course.
i "Graduate" here means that an undergraduate degree has been conferred by an institution with degree awarding powers in the UK or the Republic of Ireland. "Undergraduate degree" does not include foundation degrees.

ii The rules, policies and procedures of the professional bodies apply in respect of Certificates of Academic Standing.

iii A student who has not graduated or who has not obtained a Certificate of Academic standing, whichever is applicable, before the date of enrolment on the course, may not be admitted onto the course but must defer enrolment to the academic year following their graduation or receipt of a Certificate of Academic Standing.

2. A student must have a good command of the English language before being admitted onto the course.  Where a student has been awarded a degree from a country in which English is the official first language a sufficient level of competence in the English language may be presumed.  For those students who obtained their degrees in countries where English is not the official first language, there will be a requirement of an IELTS score of 7.5 overall, with a minimum of 7 within each element of the IELTS* before being admitted onto the course.

* The JASB requirement was that students be “sufficiently competent”.


23. Additional information

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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