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Programme Details
	1. Programme title
	Journalism Studies with a Study Abroad

	2. Programme code
	JNLU08

	3. QAA FHEQ level
	BA Honours

	4. Faculty
	Social Science

	5. Department
	Journalism Studies

	6. Other departments providing credit bearing modules for the programme
	None

	7. Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	National Council for the Training of Journalists
Professional Publishers Association

	8. Date of production/revision
	April 2019, March 2021


	Awards
	Type of award
	Duration

	9. Final award
	Bachelor of Arts with Honours (BA hons)
	4 years

	10. Intermediate awards

	
	

	
	
	


Programme Codes
	11. JACS code(s) 
Select between one and three codes from the HESA website.
	P500
	
	

	12. HECoS code(s) 
Select between one and three codes from the HECoS vocabulary.
	100442
	
	


Programme Delivery
	13. Mode of study 

	Full-time

	14. Mode of delivery

	Attendance, delivery through lectures, seminars and workshops.


15. Background to the programme and subject area
	The expansion, in quantity and influence, of all media forms – print, broadcast and online – over the past decade or so, together with media careers becoming overwhelmingly graduate careers, have made undergraduate journalism programmes very popular. There is a difference between media studies programmes, which study the products and effects of media, and the journalism programmes that study ‘doing’ journalism. Sheffield’s programme is distinctive in the quality of its students, its location in a research-active department where research contributes significantly to teaching, and its multi-media course content. Students have the opportunity to work with print, radio, television and online media forms. It is an intensive programme that combines rigorous professional training with perspectives on the operation of the media derived from sociology, political science, ethics, literature and law. The intention is not only to prepare students for careers in the media, but to provide transferable skills, and give students the ability to articulate their views and reflect critically upon their practice. Students have the opportunity to undertake periods of work placement. The programme is accredited by the training councils responsible for newspapers and broadcasting. It seeks to extend students beyond media skills toward a multi-media fluency informed by intellectual discipline to create reflective and responsible media practitioners with high ethical standards.
The programme is identical to the standard BA Journalism Studies offered by the department, save for the addition of a third year overseas at one of the University’s partner institutions between years 2 and 3 (hereafter year 3 becomes year 4 as students in this programme will take year 3 modules in their fourth and final year upon return from their overseas study). Students who were due to study overseas in their third year in 2021/22 will have the option of studying overseas between years 3 and 4 after successful completion of their final year in 2022/23. These students will be awarded their final degree award upon successful completion of their year overseas at the end of year 4. Students are able to apply to transfer onto the programme once already on the Journalism Studies degree. The programme has been designed to appeal to students with a desire to gain cultural and social experiences in international settings. Students who work well independently and seek out challenges may be best-suited to this programme, as are those who wish to gain experience with forms of university instruction and assessment different to those in the UK. This programme provides the opportunity to live and study abroad in order to enhance future career prospects, diversify academic skills and general transferable skills without missing critical elements of their studies at Sheffield.


16. Programme aims
	Journalism Studies with a Study Abroad aims to:

	
	The programme of study has been designed to offer a comprehensive education and training in journalism, inculcating professional skills alongside scholarly and academic appraisal of the field of journalism studies. Professional skills provide a key thread of the programme, comprising incremental teaching of journalistic knowledge and skills. Beginning with simple story-telling techniques, students acquire the cognitive discipline, writing fluency and production expertise to produce compelling, polished narratives in print and broadcast media. Simultaneously, other modules enable students to consider contemporary issues affecting and informing journalism. The aim is to give students the ability to interpret as well as report, to project as well as reflect ideas.

	A1
	Provide students with a broad understanding of journalism studies as a field of academic inquiry and an arena of professional practice.

	A2
	Provide research-based teaching in journalism which reflects and critiques current scholarly work in the field.

	A3
	Provide students with opportunities to develop specialist knowledge of journalism studies and the media context within which journalism operates.

	A4
	Develop students’ critical knowledge and consideration of theoretical and conceptual issues which are central to journalism studies.

	A5
	Develop in students a range of subject specific and generic skills relevant and appropriate to a journalist in the print, broadcast or online setting.

	A6
	Foster high ethical and professional standards.

	A7
	To permit students to spend an academic year studying in an overseas institution.

	A8
	To develop students’ abilities to understand society and culture in another country.


17. Programme learning outcomes
	Knowledge and understanding
On successful completion of the programme, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding:

	
	Links to Aim(s)

	K1
	Of the historical, social and political context of journalism.
	A4

	K2
	Of ethics, codes of practice and regulation.
	A2, A5

	K3
	Of contemporary media issues.
	A4

	K4
	Of the role of the journalist in society.
	A1, A4

	K5
	Of the structure of the media.
	A1, A4

	K6
	Of the role of technology and changes over time.
	A1, A4

	K7
	Of local and national government.
	A5, A6

	K8
	Of making meaning from sounds and pictures.
	A1, A5, A6

	K9
	Of devising, researching and independently executing a dissertation and/or portfolio of print or broadcast work.
	A5, A6

	Skills and other attributes
On successful completion of the programme, students will be able to demonstrate:

	S1
	Core journalism skills including researching, reporting, organising, evaluating and structuring information, interviewing.
	A5

	S2
	Writing for print and broadcast.
	A5

	S3
	The ability to work independently and as a member of a team.
	A3, A4

	S4
	The ability to communicate effectively in print and broadcast media.
	A1, A6

	S5
	Initiating, developing and executing distinctive and creative work.
	A1, A6

	S6
	The ability to reflect critically on the journalistic processes employed.
	A1, A2

	S7
	Shorthand writing.
	A6

	S8
	Print production skills including IT and page layout.
	A1, A6

	S9
	Radio and television production skills including IT and use of recording and editing equipment, and interviewing for broadcast.
	A1, A6

	S10
	Critical engagement with academic and non-academic material.
	A1, A4

	S11
	Organising and planning for print and broadcast, including time management.
	A6

	S12
	An ability to work independently overseas and study in a foreign environment.
	A7, A8


18. Learning and teaching methods
	A programme of lectures and workshops introduces students to basic journalistic skills and concepts (S1, 2). Workshops are structured to represent newsroom activity. The newsroom environment provides workplace simulation and formative feedback from peers and lecturers. Students are taught the skill of accurate note-taking in shorthand classes (S7), and use it in independent reporting of courts, council and assigned districts of the city. District reporting encourages the development of contacts and sources and the application of news values taught in the newsrooms.
Broadcast teaching occurs in workshops and small groups and is applied in the edit suites and studios, as well as out in the city and in courts and council (K10; S1-5, 9).
Self-directed learning is encouraged through students going out of the newsroom into the city (S1-3), with support provided by lecturers in the newsroom. Third year preparation of portfolios and/or dissertation requires independent research from the students and critical evaluation of processes and products (S5, 6, 10; K11). 
Throughout the programme senior industry figures give lectures about different aspects of journalism.  Work experience provides the opportunity to engage in journalism in the workplace (S1-5). Students are found such opportunities by the department, or find their own. While work placements are not assessed or necessarily compulsory students are strongly encouraged to undertake them because of the benefits of putting their learning into practice in the pressures and disciplines of the workplace, and the increased employability that results.


19. Assessment and feedback methods
	Learning outcomes are assessed by a combination of essays and examination, the preparation of journalistic products such as news stories for print and broadcast, court and council reports, exercises and assignments, final portfolios assembling journalistic work in print, and/or broadcast or online, and evaluating it,  and/or dissertations of 8-10,000 words.
Students also have the opportunity to take examinations set by the National Council for the Training of Journalists in shorthand, law, public administration and newspaper journalism, all of which enhance their employability.
Methods of feedback include written comments, verbal feedback, video feedback, audio feedback, group feedback and 1:1 tutorials.


20. Programme structure and student development
	The programme is structured to combine doing journalism with critical, contextual analysis of its products and processes, codes and conventions. Its underlying philosophy is that there are basic journalism skills common to all publishing platforms and the structure seeks to apply those skills to differing demands of print (including newspapers and magazines), radio and television (S11-5, 8, 9).  The structure recognises that journalists need to engage with the world around them and encourages study of modules from outside the Department. It acknowledges the increasing importance of the internet and offers students an opportunity to study and practise its own codes and conventions.  Professional knowledge and skills provide the core thread of the programme.
Some elements in the programme meet the specific requirements of employers and professional bodies, including law, shorthand, and technical proficiency in print and broadcast production systems (K8, 9; S7). Others build on that foundation to introduce students, for example, to the demands of investigative journalism, feature-writing and documentary production. The programme includes modules derived from the department’s research interests (K1-5; S10). The intention is to equip students with an awareness of the importance of the media and an understanding of many fundamental contemporary issues (K1-9), They also study principles and ethics intrinsic to journalism in the expectation that they will become accomplished professionals committed to improving standards (K2).
During the third year of the programme students spend the year studying Journalism/Media/Communication at a partner institution of higher education overseas.
Upon return to Sheffield in year 4, students will join the third year of the Journalism Studies BA programme or be awarded their degree if returning at the end of their fourth year

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar/regs.


21. Criteria for admission to the programme
	Detailed information regarding admission to the programme is available at http://www.shef.ac.uk/prospective/
Candidates for admission should demonstrate:
· An interest in gaining journalistic knowledge and skills;
· Some evidence of understanding the media from, for example, work experience;
· Academic potential for higher education validated in public examinations, access to higher education courses, or by other criteria accepted by the university.
The department is committed to:
· Equal opportunities admissions criteria;
· Widening participation, including the university’s Compact scheme;
· Admission of international students.


22. Reference points
	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:
Subject Benchmark Statements

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2014)

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
University Vision
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/vision
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2016-21)

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.661828!/file/FinalStrategy.pdf


23. Additional information
	None.


	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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