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	This programme specification covers the curriculum in French for the following dual honours degree programmes and should be read in conjunction with the relevant programme specification for the second subject:

	1. Programme Titles
	2. Programme Codes
	3. JACS Codes

	Archaeology and French
	AAPU09
	V400

	Computer Studies and French
	COMU12
	GR41

	French and Linguistics
	FREU01
	R100

	French and Economics
	FREU03
	R100

	French and Politics
	FREU04
	R100

	French and Management
	FREU05
	R100

	French and German
	FREU06
	R100

	French and Hispanic Studies
	FREU07
	R100

	French and Russian
	FREU08
	R100

	French and History
	FREU09
	R100

	French and Philosophy
	FREU10
	R100

	French and Music
	FREU11
	R100

	Journalism and French
	JNLU02
	P500

	English and French
	LITU02
	Q300

	4
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Bachelor of Arts with Honours (Except COMU12:  Bachelor of Science with Honours)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	Honours

	6
	Intermediate Qualifications
	None

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Arts and Humanities (except COMU12: Pure Science)

	9
	Co-ordinating Department
	French (except AAPU**: Archaeology; LITU02:  English Literature; COMU12:  Computer Science and JNLU02: Journalism)

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the subject
	None

	11
	Mode of Attendance
	Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programmes
	Four years (including two semesters spent abroad between Levels 2 and 3 of the programme)

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	None

	14
	Date of production/revision
	March 2003 (revised October 2004)


	Dual Degrees

The University of Sheffield defines a dual degree as the independent study of two parallel subjects. Dual degrees offer students the flexibility to choose a programme of study that reflects their interests and gives the opportunity to develop detailed knowledge and key skills in two major subjects. Whilst the two subjects may be taught independently, they will complement, inform and illuminate one another. Where there are two programme specifications for dual degrees, one for each half of the programme, and students should refer to both documents for a full description of the whole programme. Where there are clear links between the two subjects, details will be included in Sections 15 and 20 of the programme specifications. However, there are some single programme specifications for dual degree combinations where there is a substantial degree of integration between the two subjects.


15. Background to the programmes and subject area

	French is a rich and varied academic discipline. The programmes offered at Sheffield encompass the integrated study of the language, literature, society and thought of France from the medieval period to the present day and provide the opportunity to gain valuable intellectual training within the context of a closely focused study of the culture and affairs of a nation whose influence has played, and continues to play, a defining role in Europe and on the world stage.

Dual Honours degrees offered by the Department of French take the form of ‘parallel‘ programmes in which the two subjects are taught independently, but complement, inform and illuminate one another. A dual degree in French equips students with the qualities for which employers in all sectors are expressing increasing need: namely, a high level of linguistic proficiency together with a professional, flexible and broadly based expertise required to operate and feel at home in the changing culture of contemporary Europe. 

Undergraduate study of French is concerned with the acquisition and development of competence in the French language and with the analysis and understanding of French culture in the broadest sense of the term.  It is a multifaceted programme, which permits the development of intellectual, practical and transferable skills, including the ability to mediate between English and French language and culture. The flexible structure of the programme and the wide range of options offered permit students to customise their studies to a significant extent. Teaching is informed by the research activities of the staff, so that students are able to study at the cutting edge of the discipline.

Dual Honours graduates in French will have benefited from the experience of a year of study or work in a francophone country (and in the case of duals with another modern language, in another European country) during their third year.  The range of locations available for placements in France (including La Réunion) and Quebec is wide and students may study at university or work on placement or as a teaching assistant.

Major areas of long-term employment for graduates of the programme include management (commercial, industrial, NHS and public sector); marketing, sales, PR and advertising; teaching; business and finance; administration; and the media, publishing and the literary professions. Significant numbers of Sheffield French graduates take up employment abroad.

For further information, see the departmental web site: http://www.shef.ac.uk/french. 


16. Programme aims
	Programmes offered by the Department of French are consistent with the general policy objectives enshrined in the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield. In addition, they aim:

1. To foster a culture of research and teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels that is informed and invigorated by the scholarship and published research of the Department’s staff.

2. To develop a culture of teaching that is alert to the benefits of student-centred learning and that fosters the development of transferable analytical and communicative skills. 

3. To provide opportunities for individual study and research.

4. To maximise individual student potential, and to identify and support academic excellence.

5. To provide for the acquisition of practical language skills alongside awareness of the appropriate cultural context.

6. To sustain a culture that will foster the free pursuit of knowledge and the impartial analysis of facts, values, ideas and theories.

7. To foster the acquisition by students of intercultural awareness and informed, tolerant and professional attitudes to the languages and countries studied.

8. To encourage students to develop interests across a range of the disciplines that constitute French Studies which can be sustained after graduation either informally or through further formal study or research.

9. To enable students to acquire skills, experience and knowledge that will be assets when they enter the employment market and that will help them to make an effective contribution to the society in which they will live and work.

10. To assess students over a range of knowledge, understanding and skills.
The Department’s concept of quality teaching is embodied in the following principal objectives:

1. To provide a good grounding in productive, receptive, written and oral skills in the French language.

2. To enable students to engage knowledgeably with texts, ideas and data relating to cultural and area studies, literature, and the history of ideas.

3. To ensure that students benefit from provision of appropriate information and guidance relating to the study of particular specialisms and their methodologies.

4. To respond to the diversity of student interests first, by allowing students to combine the subject of study with subjects offered by other providers and second, by offering a level of student choice within the programme of study that is appropriate to that programme.

5. To widen access to its programmes of study to the extent permitted by the intellectual and linguistic aptitudes which the programmes demand.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding – upon successful completion of the programme, students will have:

	K1
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of the structures and usage of the contemporary French language, both spoken and written.

	K2
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of key aspects of French and francophone literature, cultural and area studies, and the history of ideas (depending on options selected).

	K3
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of the methodologies used to analyse French language, and francophone literature, cultural and area studies and the history of ideas (depending on options selected).

	K4
	Practical knowledge of life in contemporary France or another francophone country through experience of the year abroad.


	Skills and other attributes – upon successful completion of the programme, students will have: 

	S1
	A high level of competence in the productive skills required for writing and speaking a standard variety of modern French. 

	S2
	A high level of competence in the receptive skills of understanding the written and spoken forms of contemporary French.

	S3
	A high level of competence in translation from and into French in a variety of styles and registers.

	S4
	A high level of intercultural awareness, derived from study of the language, literature, culture and society of France and/or francophone countries, and the experience of the year abroad, leading to tolerant, professional and informed attitudes to the language and culture studied.

	S5
	Skills in acquiring, using and critically evaluating information about language, cultural and area studies, literature and the history of ideas gained from a variety of sources.

	S6
	Familiarity with the essential primary and secondary source material appropriate to the programme of study alongside an ability to assess this material impartially.

	S7
	The ability to participate in group activities and seminars and to use material derived from these to inform written assessments as and when appropriate. 

	S8
	The ability to assume responsibility for the learning process, and specifically: to carry out individual study and research; to analyse and synthesise materials; to present results coherently and in an appropriate format. 

	S9
	Familiarity with bibliographic and research skills, including such IT skills as word-processing, email, WebCT and use of the internet.


Transferable skills valuable for employment. These include time-, project- and resource- management, self-directedness, information gathering, the development of individual resourcefulness, analytical thinking, the ability to identify problems and ways of resolving them, the critical appreciation of source material, the ability to construct and sustain logical argument on the basis of such material, and the ability to present such argument clearly, fluently and confidently both in oral and written forms.


	
	


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

The development of learning outcomes follows the progressive nature of study in the BA in French and another subject. Study of language is linear, and there is progression in the linguistic demands made of students through Levels 1, 2 and 3 in their core language modules. In addition, there is progression in the structure of the programme. At Level 1, there is a set curriculum.  Students are able to exercise choice for half of the thematic modules taken at Level 2 and for all thematic modules taken at Level 3, thus providing the freedom to tailor their studies to their particular interests. Thematic modules are also progressive in that Level 3 modules are more demanding than Level 2 modules.

· Induction Procedures at Level 1 include a year-group orientation session, a subject-specific Library induction session, a Careers Service talk, University-wide IT induction, an initial tutorial of a pastoral nature, the distribution of level-specific handbooks including guides to note-taking, essay writing and examination preparation, and a plenary lecture on essay writing.

· Lectures are used at Level 1 and Level 2 to impart essential knowledge relating to K2 and K3 above. Some of these lectures are in the target language and therefore contribute to the development of receptive oral language skills relating to S2 above.

· Seminars involve medium-sized groups (15-25 students) engaging with a range of different activities including: presentations by the tutor and by students, class discussion, group work and pair work. They are used in three ways.

i. At Levels 1 and 2, they are used in conjunction with lectures, are designed to reinforce information imparted through lectures by allowing students to work through, analyse, understand and respond to that information, and are related to K2, K3, S4-S8 and S10 above.
ii. At all Levels, seminars are used for target-language acquisition focusing primarily on the receptive and productive skills of written French, translation from and into French and the teaching of formal grammar. In all cases, the aim is to expose students to as much authentic material in the target language as possible. Language seminars may be conducted in French or English, depending on Level and on the nature of the objective of the individual seminar. These seminars relate to K1, S1-S4 and S10 above.
iii. Seminars are used as the principal teaching and learning method for approved modules taken at Level 2 and for core and approved modules taken at Level 3 in cultural and area studies, literature and history of ideas. Seminars are designed to develop the ability to evaluate, argue, criticise and discuss, and also to deepen understanding of detailed aspects of a subject. They allow students to engage with the subjects under consideration in an active manner often on the basis of preparatory work for each session. They relate to K2, K3, S4-S10 above.
· Tutorials are smaller-group versions of seminars and are used in three principal ways.

i. Small group work with a native language speaker – an important authentic language resource – where students practise oral skills, both receptive and productive, and discuss key aspects of French life and culture. (K1, S1, S2, S4, S7 and S9).
ii. As an accompaniment to the seminar-based approved modules at Levels 2 and 3, to foster a supportive environment for students to engage in discussion and problem solving with their tutors. (K2, K3, S4-S7, S9 and S10).
iii. The word ‘tutorial’ is used, in addition, to describe meetings arranged between a tutor and an individual student in order to clarify a particular problem experienced by that student in the understanding of material or in the process of preparation for a seminar or an assessment.
· Independent study is essential to the completion of the programme. New students are introduced to study skills through information in the Student Handbooks and within the Level 1 French Studies lecture and seminar programme. The independent study required for each module is clearly set out in information provide for students, although it is recognised that the exact amount of time required to complete these tasks will vary from student to student.  Independent study can be either individual or group based. Individual independent study is required for the assimilation and further clarification of material gleaned from lectures, preparation for language and thematic seminars, preparation for written or oral assessments, and the broader development of knowledge of the field of study.
The Year Abroad programme requires supervised independent study leading to the writing of a project in the target language. Group independent study can take the form of preparation for seminars, for non-assessed class presentations and for group-based oral or written assessments at Levels 2 (core modules) and 3 (option modules). Independent study therefore contributes to the development of all the programme learning outcomes – and especially K4.

· The period of residence abroad during the third year of the programme is an essential part of the learning experience. It provides unrivalled opportunities for creative contact with native speakers, for the sustained exercise and development of both productive and receptive linguistic skills and for development of practical intercultural awareness to set alongside the theoretical awareness derived from the study of cultural and area studies, literature and the history of ideas. It also contributes to the development of personal resourcefulness and adaptability likely to enhance employability. It therefore contributes to the development of all the learning outcomes.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

· Regular formative assessment – usually in the form of exercises designed to reinforce knowledge and skills such as language production and translation to and from the target language – is used at all Levels to monitor carefully the students’ progression through the core language programme and to pick up and rectify areas of potential weakness in linguistic competence. (K1, K3, S1, S2, S4, S8, S10).
· Summative assessment of target language knowledge and use of skills varies according to Level of study. Oral competence is assessed at Level 1 by continuous assessment of class performance, and at Levels 2 and 3 by formal oral one-to-one examination. Written French is assessed at Level 1 by a mixture of coursework (composition-writing and translation) and formal examination. At Levels 2 and 3, formal examination alone is used.  (K1, S1-S3, S8, S10).
Assessment of modules in related thematic subjects (cultural and area studies, literature and history of ideas) uses a variety of methods including formal examination, group project work, group oral presentations and essay-writing. Essay-writing is the most commonly used form of assessment for approved option modules and is designed to test subject knowledge, to encourage increasing autonomy in student learning, and to foster the development of transferable skills and the ability to engage critically with the subject. Formal examinations and group oral presentations feature in the core Level 2 module for Dual Honours students and group project work features in certain Level 2 and Level 3 approved option modules. (K2, K3, S4-S10).
The importance of the Year Abroad placement is reflected in the fact that assessment of that year is formalised through project work and/or assessment at the host institution which contributes to the final degree classification.


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2011-16)
http://www.shef.ac.uk/lets/staff/lts
The research interests of departmental staff


20. Programme structures and regulations

	A Duals Honours degree programme in French and a second subject takes the form of ‘parallel‘ programmes with half the total credits taken in each subject. The two subjects are taught independently, but the combination allows the two to complement, inform and illuminate each other, in this case particularly by means of the final year dissertation for Archaeology, which looks at archaeology in a French context.. The programme in French consists of a core language programme and a wide choice of options at Levels 2 and 3. It is designed to encourage students to construct a degree programme in accordance with their developing interests and skills. 

The third year is spent abroad. For degrees where the second subject is not an additional language, Dual Honours students who spend the whole period in France / French Canada can work on placement, as a language assistant in a school, or attend approved courses. For students studying two languages, the ‘French’ half of the year is spent attending an approved university course in France / French Canada and the other half in the relevant country for their other language.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.shef.ac.uk/govern/calendar/regs.html.


21. Student development over the course of study in the subject

	Level 1 consolidates and develops skills acquired at A-level in the reception and production of written and spoken French, and translation from and into French; provides opportunity for vocabulary building and for enhancing comprehension and awareness of French grammar and syntax. The Level 1 foundation course in literature, cultural and area studies is designed to develop a range of fundamental skills and study techniques (discursive, evaluative and analytical). Level 1 students are expected to organise their study and time; use a variety of note-taking techniques appropriate to different situations; gather, select and apply information and concepts from a variety of primary and secondary sources; demonstrate a thorough knowledge of set texts/primary sources; distinguish between assumption and speculation, fact and opinion, relevant and irrelevant information; and show competence in the writing of continuous prose in English and French.

Level 2 promotes mastery of and sophistication in productive and receptive language skills, including grammatical understanding, vocabulary-building, translation, reading and writing skills, aural comprehension, and oral expression. Thematic modules available at this Level permit students to deepen and broaden their interests in selected specialised areas of French cultural and area studies, literature and history of ideas and to promote and refine the key skills developed at Level 1. They also allow a degree of specialisation within the French Studies curriculum. For successful completion of these modules, students must develop the ability to work independently or as part of a team; demonstrate a good standard of expression both in written and oral work; carry out personal research under the guidance of a tutor; show competence in the structuring of essays and the construction of balanced, well-structured arguments informed by their research; show an understanding of simple conceptual frameworks and apply them competently; manifest the ability to analyse information, interpret it and draw appropriate conclusions; advance reasonable conjectures; present material in the formats appropriate for the tasks set; and consider interpretative problems from a number of different perspectives.

The Year Abroad placement, between Levels 2 and 3, further consolidates all language skills, promotes intercultural awareness and understanding, develops self-reliance and fosters enhanced confidence in the use of the target language.

Level 3 exploits and develops increased confidence and sophistication in students’ language skills following the year abroad and demands advanced ability in the reception and production of written and spoken French, and in translation from and into French. Level 3 thematic modules develop the ability to: recognise and acknowledge the complexity of the subject; show good understanding of complex conceptual frameworks and how to apply them competently; construct coherent arguments; demonstrate a sophisticated level of expression; demonstrate mastery of relevant technical terminology and research methods; carry out personal research under the guidance of a tutor and offer evidence of research initiative; offer alternative perspectives, identify and accommodate ambiguities and show an awareness of nuance; develop original ideas; and demonstrate an awareness of the research agenda relating to the topic.

Exit awards are not available before the completion of Level 3 of this programme.


22. Criteria for admission to the programmes

	Admission to a French Dual Honours programme normally requires three good A-levels or equivalent. 

Detailed information regarding admission to the programme is available in the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/prospective/
Entry to the programme beyond Level 1 is normally subject to satisfactory completion of a period of study equivalent to Level 1 and is at the discretion of the Department of French.


23. Additional information

	Please see the Departmental web pages at: www.shef.ac.uk/french

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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