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	1
	Programme Title
	Religion, Theology and the Bible

	2
	Programme Code
	RELU01

	3
	JACS Code
	V641

	4
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	BA with Honours (BA Hons)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	Honours

	6
	Intermediate Qualifications
	None

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not Applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Arts

	9
	Department
	Philosophy

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	English, History

	11
	Mode of Attendance
	Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	3 years

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Not Applicable

	14
	Date of production/revision
	March 2019


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	Religion, Theology and the Bible is an interdisciplinary degree which combines critical and academic study of the literature and ideas found in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament and related literature (e.g. the Dead Sea Scrolls) in their ancient context, on the one hand, with engagement with contemporary questions, approaches and theories that seek to comprehend the complex and continuing legacy of the Bible in modern society, culture and politics.  In particular it analyses the ways in which religious movements and institutions make use of the biblical materials and the impact these constructions have on attitudes to the meaning and role of the Bible in history and contemporary society and culture The programme offers the opportunity to study the world of the ancient Near East and Greco-Roman civilization, and to learn the original languages of the Bible, ancient Hebrew and Koine Greek. Individual biblical books and collections are studied in their own right as literary and historical products in their historical and sociological contexts and in terms of their interweaving with contemporary manifestations of religion and theology and the utilisation of the bible as a resource for identity and cultural production by various social groups in myriad settings.  Major themes and issues in the study of religion and theology, society and culture are covered including divine encounter, ritual, myth and sacrifice, magic, death and afterlife, problems of evil and violence, gender, sexuality and identity, authority, social group formation, social stability, deviance and change, memory, law and ethics and canonicity.  Students will develop further interdisciplinary skills integral to any advanced study of religion, theology and the bible, such as literacy criticism, history, archaeology, critical theory, sociology, political and media analysis and linguistics, in addition to textual criticism, issues of translation and studying texts in their original ancient languages. Students will also engage with latest research into vital topics in the history of western thought, from the origins of ancient Israel and Judaism to the role of the bible in contemporary western politics, from the quests for the historical David, Jesus and Paul to the impact of the Bible in colonial an postcolonial contexts, and from the vast range of engagements with the Bible in the history of art, literature, music, and cinema to the impact of the first theologians on the way we think today. Teaching is informed by research activities of staff, particularly at Levels 2 and 3. According to the Research Excellence Framework 2014, Biblical Studies at Sheffield was ranked in the top ten UK universities for publications in theology and religious studies. All submitted publications were classified as ‘recognised internationally’, with 72% of our submitted publications classified as ‘world-leading in terms of originality, significance and rigour’ and ‘internationally excellent in terms of originality, significance and rigour’. The programme also offers top quality, innovative teaching, focusing on student-centred learning and the development of transferable skills, including ITC skills, with life-long learning and employability in mind in a personal and friendly atmosphere. It was awarded the top rating for teaching quality (24/24 points) in the most recent full-scale QAA Subject Review undertaken in 2001.

Religion, Theology and the Bible has a strong record of graduate employment, with graduates entering a variety of professions such as teaching, church-related work, management, health, librarianship, government, and public relations. Graduates also go on to further research and University lecturing. The QAA Subject Review Report noted that ‘former students were enthusiastic in affirming that skills developed by the curriculum had prepared them well in their careers, including teaching, technical writing and work involving interpersonal skills and problem-solving’.
Further information is available on the departmental web pages: http://www.shef.ac.uk/theology


16. Programme aims

	Undergraduate programmes offered by the Religion, Theology and the Bible programme have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield:
1. Provide quality teaching at undergraduate level that is informed and invigorated by the research and scholarship of its staff.

2. Sustain a culture of research and teaching that is able to foster the free and independent pursuit of knowledge and the impartial analysis of values.

3. Foster an enthusiastic and self-motivated approach through student-centred learning.
4. Provide opportunities to acquire knowledge and understanding of biblical history, institutions, languages, and culture within the wider context of contemporary society and culture, and religion and theology.

5. Familiarise students with essential primary and secondary source materials about the Bible and other related sacred and secular texts.

6. Develop skills in acquiring, using, and critically evaluating information about the Bible from a variety of sources and to be able to utilise relevant theory, methods and perspectives from the humanities, cultural studies and the social sciences.

7. Develop tolerant, professional, and informed attitudes to a variety of approaches to biblical texts and the social and cultural location of those uses.

8. Equip students with the ability to identify problems and ways of resolving them, the ability to construct and sustain logical arguments, and the ability to present reasoned and informed arguments clearly in both oral and written form.
9. Develop abilities in a broad range of other transferable skills, such as information gathering and IT skills.
10. Provide a coherent programme of study that is responsive to the interests and needs of students from a wide variety of educational and social backgrounds.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding - By the end of the programme students will:

	K1
	Have acquired a broad understanding of Religion, Theology and the Bible and the variety of approaches used to study the Bible in a range of historical, social and cultural contexts.

	K2
	Have acquired detailed knowledge of discrete groups of texts and individual biblical books and of contemporary approaches and theories in critical study of religion.

	K3
	Have had the opportunity to take modules introducing them to some of the major scholarly issues in the study of the Bible and its understanding in the modern world.

	K4
	Have had the opportunity to take modules introducing them to the theories and methods of relevant social scientific approaches to the study of culture, media and the role of sacred texts in society.

	K5
	Be able to relate the Bible to broader cultural and intellectual contexts and have  the cultural agility to appreciate similarities and differences in approaches to Religion, Theology and the Bible across the spheres of the academy, faith communities, and secular society.

	K6
	Have acquired an awareness of selected current debates within Religion, Theology and the Bible, and be able to engage with the central issues and reach their own informed independent conclusions.


	Skills and other attributes - By the end of the programme students will:

	S1
	Be able to deploy a range of skills, including methodological, historical, literary, sociological, ethnographic, cultural and textual skills, in studying Religion, Theology and the Bible.

	S2
	Have acquired a range of intellectual and transferable skills and a subject knowledge required for further study or entry into the workforce, as appropriate.

	S3
	Be able to assess critically scholarly arguments about Religion, Theology and the Bible and be able to offer informed and reasoned arguments of their own.

	S4
	Be able to write clearly and effectively, using appropriate academic language, and be able to create a variety of written reports, and prepare diverse range of assignments.

	S5
	Have had the opportunity to work with others in preparing, presenting or evaluating a project.

	S6
	Have acquired computer and IT skills required for the handling of textual and graphical information, including the use of the Internet and a variety of appropriate computer software.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

An introduction to basic study skills, including an introduction to the library, is provided for all first year students during the induction week. All students are provided with a Programme Handbook, and Module Handbook for each module, along with information on library resources, referencing tutorials, study skills sessions at 301 centre, and Academic writing tutorials with the ELTC.
The level 2 core modules have as outcomes the ability to express oneself clearly and cogently in writing, backing up ideas with evidence and arguments and the mastery and consistent use of the academic formatting and correct citation Level 3 core modules have as outcomes the ability to give constructive peer feedback, to conduct an informed, reflective exegesis of a biblical passage, engaging critically with secondary literature and textual variants, to frame and execute a sustained individual investigation in either 4000 or  8,000 word dissertation, to prepare and deliver an effective PowerPoint presentation and to respond to questions about its contents with confidence.
Lectures fulfil a variety of different teaching roles, including the provision of basic information, the presentation of specific problems and methods of resolution, the stimulation of debate, and the encouragement to further study. Except for very large classes, where discussion is often difficult, most of the lectures in the programme are ‘interactive lectures’, where students are encouraged to participate actively in discussion of specific topics. Lectures and interactive lectures contribute to the achievement of knowledge and understanding (K1–K6) and key skills (S1–6).

Seminars and tutorials offer an opportunity to contribute and participate to a greater extent than a lecture, or even an ‘interactive lecture’. They provide an opportunity to discuss, explain or clear up difficulties with topic areas and are designed to help foster problem solving, communication and presentation skills. They also provide personal and social contact with fellow students and staff. Seminars in the language classes (Hebrew and Greek) contribute to the learning of formal grammar and vocabulary, reinforced by exercises and drills. Seminars and tutorials contribute to the achievement of knowledge and understanding (K1–K6) and the development of key skills (S1–6).

Group work is an important part of many modules and is designed to help develop collaborative, problem-solving and interpersonal skills (S2, S5).
Independent study. The programme’s learning and teaching strategy has been informed by the need to implement a philosophy of student-centred learning in order to help students develop an independent and self-motivated approach to their learning. Thus each module description (under ‘Planned Study’) states the expected student workload in terms of class hours and time for preparation for classes, oral presentations, assignments and examinations. The timetabled classes and contacts with staff, inside and outside the classroom, help to provide a framework and direction to independent student learning. Level 3 students write a final year dissertation on a topic of their choice, under the supervision of a member of staff. This helps to refine research skills, promote independent study, and refine presentation skills with a short presentation at the end of the project. Independent learning contributes to the achievement of knowledge and understanding (K1–K8) and the refinement of key skills (S1–6).


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

The programme employs a wide range of assessment methods which are linked to the specific outcomes for each module. Details of assessment are contained in each module description provided on MOLE. Comprehensive statements of the assessment arrangements, the University’s marking scheme and of the programme’s grade criteria are included in the Level Handbooks.
Many level 1 modules’ are examined by both coursework and formal examination (typically weighted 50:50) thereby testing subject knowledge (K1, K3–5) and promoting the development of key skills (S1–S6). Most modules at Levels 2 and 3 are examined only by coursework, unessays, and creative assignments in order to develop an appropriate range of academic and transferable skills (S1, S2), and critical evaluation (S3). Assessment by coursework and final examination rewards progress during the semester and final achievement at the end. Non-restricted modules at all levels may be examined either by coursework and exam or all by coursework.

Regular formative assessments, in form of portfolio or journal entries, written assignments, oral presentations, are used in some modules to monitor and provide feedback on progression or areas of potential weakness (K1, K3–K5, S1, S3, S4).

Summative assessment, in the form of examinations, essay, unessay, exegesis, poster, ethnography project, PowerPoint presentation, portfolio and a dissertation, test the ability to demonstrate subject knowledge (K1–6) and the development and refinement of key skills during progression through the Levels (S1​–S6). The final year dissertation allows the demonstration of detailed subject knowledge, independent learning, and the application of key skills (K3–K5, S2–S4, S6).


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2011-16)

http://www.shef.ac.uk/lets/strategy/lts11_16
The research interests of departmental staff and the research strategy of the Department of Biblical Studies


20. Programme structure and regulations

	The BA degree programme in Theology, Religion and the Bible is a sequence of individual modules over three years (Levels 1–3):

Level 1
Religion, Theology and the Bible students spend one half of their time on REL modules (60 credits) and may choose, in addition, other modules on Religion, Philosophy, or other Departments, as listed in the Calendar. Level 1 is designed both as a foundation for Levels 2 and 3 and as a stand-alone course for students majoring in other subjects in the Faculty of Arts.

Levels 2 and 3
Typically, RTB students take modules on Philosophy of Religion and interdisciplinary study of Religion from Philosophy, History, or English departments, with an option to also take modules from other departments within unrestricted module option. At Level 3 students complete a dissertation (20 or 40 credits) on a topic of their choice, under the supervision of a member of staff, and give a PowerPoint presentation on their dissertation project. Level 2 modules are designed for narrowed breadth and expanded depth in the study of biblical texts and other religious traditions or their critical study, while level 3 core modules are designed for depth of analysis and critical evaluation of scholarship. The modules on levels 2 and introduce students to a range of disciplines and methods, such as sociological, historical, literary, theological.  Thus, at Levels 2 and 3 teaching is research-led with most modules being informed by staff research interests.

The programme provides a balance between the flexibility of a modular system and the need to maintain coherence within the degree structure. The whole programme coheres through the integration of the interface of Religion, Theology and the Bible, and students are able to concentrate on the biblical literature and on the use of gender studies, sociological and cultural studies approaches to understand the nature of religion and society and the role of religions in shaping those ideas. Whilst acknowledging the need to study the Bible, Quran and other religious traditions against the background of ancient cultures and history, throughout the programme, students are encouraged to ask how particular biblical books or particular aspects of biblical study relate to intellectual, religious, theological, social, political, ethical and cultural issues in the contemporary world. Students can encounter a range of approaches to the study of religion, society and culture and then consider specific aspects of the biblical literature and its legacy in their light; for example, moving on from the Sociology and Anthropology of Religion to the study of Gender, Religion and The Bible. The modules at Levels 2 and 3 resonate with contemporary issues and because of the continuing significance of religion in current social and cultural life. For example, the module LIT3053 Texts of Terror concerns both the ancient phenomena of prophecy but also contemporary manifestations among apocalyptic movements. The choice of dissertation topic also adds to the flexibility available.

	Detailed information about the structure of programs, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar/regs.


21. Student development over the course of study
	Level 1 - Students will be introduced to major issues and approaches within Religion, Theology and the Bible through a module exploring critical approaches to the study of Religion and through overviews of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, all of which provides a foundation for further study, and will develop critical, analytical and problem-solving skills, as well as skills in oral and written presentation. There is the opportunity to learn about Islam and Judaism as well as the organisation of religion in contemporary Britain, hence placing the study of the Bible and its reception in broad comparative and multi-faith context. The dual focus on the ancient and modern can be experienced through exploring the treatment of NT controversies through media representation or the analysis of attitudes to ritual and dying in the ancient Near East. There is also the opportunity to take further modules in related thematic or language (ancient Hebrew, koine Greek) studies. Students are encouraged to be flexible in their approach to the subject by exploring different approaches and to exercise personal responsibility and initiative.

Level 2 – Successful students will have a more extensive knowledge and a deeper understanding of Biblical studies and Religious Studies. The core modules on related groupings of biblical books allow for the development of more detailed knowledge, while the optional modules foster broad and detailed knowledge of key areas including theological, historical, literary and sociological perspectives and methods, and, where appropriate, further language study. Skills in exegesis, ethnography, problem solving, oral and written presentation, along with analysis and critical judgements are refined. Students will have learned how to evaluate different approaches and will have gained greater confidence in working in teams and will have had the opportunity to undertake work placement.

Level 3 - Students will have attained a more detailed understanding of advanced methods and approaches in the study of Religion, Theology, and the Bible, together with a secure understanding of how to explain and apply them. They will complete a sustained exegesis of biblical texts and examine a range of religious or other ideological traditions, and scholarship from different parts of the world, including non-Western perspectives Students will have refined key transferable skills, working on diverse range of assessment, working in teams, making presentations and will also display the ability to frame and execute independent research in their dissertation. During this year research and communication skills are strongly emphasised. Students will have learned to be flexible and adaptable, how to handle complex information, how to evaluate evidence, arguments, and assumptions, to reach sound judgements, and to communicate effectively. Such skills can be utilized and applied in many different forms of employment as well as providing the foundation for further research in the subject.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Detailed information regarding admission to the programme is available in the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/prospective/.
Students can also write to the Undergraduate Admissions Tutor, Department of Biblical Studies, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, S10 2TN or email rtb@sheffield.ac.uk.


23. Additional information

	For further information students are directed to the departmental web pages: http://www.shef.ac.uk/theology.  These provide further information on programmes and provide on-line access to student handbooks.

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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