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The patient observation/supervisory sessions are to enable you to complete your reflective diary which is one of the assessments for this module.  Further guidance on the reflective diary, once you have begun the course, can be found on the Blackboard organisation under ‘Year 1 all assignments information’

*Reflective diary to (6 credits):          
-Demonstrate completion of units. You should clearly identify the unit and exercise number that you are writing / commenting about.                  
-Provide evidence of visits to local allied services with summary of activities observed, with retrospective reflection. Must include local rehabilitation services for adults and VI education service. Some visits may be difficult given the covid-19 pandemic and alternative provision is both provided and accepted
-Provide a log of patients observed. Prospective and retrospective reflection may be included.
-Give detailed retrospective description and reflection of two cases: one adult and one paediatric.

*There is no word length for the reflective diary. You need to ensure that the unit exercises are answered and these will vary in length. A reflective diary is a collection of notes from various sources which should help you to develop insight into your studies and achieve deeper learning. It will help you to recognise what you are learning; the educational benefit from your work; and help to identify areas of strength or weakness and areas where more experience is required. It does not need to be formal and it is for your use as well as ours. You will reflect on your experiences both in clinic and when you visit related areas. It is NOT a summary of the course material and is not a log of your work. We do however, want you to include a log of patients you have seen, which may be in table form.  Reflection may lead to discussion or reading around a topic, and we encourage you to reflect on the content of articles given in the units, which includes guidance on some aspects of information to look for.  You should word process your reflective diary and may organise this into sections as you wish.

You will want to have all of your patient sessions completed by the exam date which is 24th – 25th June 2022.  The Low Vision online clinical examination will be a 1.5 hour exam which must be taken within the period 24-25 June 2022, 12 noon inclusive.  The patient log and patient case reflections will need to be included in your reflective diary which will be due on 6th July 2022 to submit your reflective diary.  There isn't a minimum number of patients or minimum number of sessions for the practical element and we have purposefully tried to not be too prescriptive about this because clinician's work set ups vary so much around the UK and worldwide. For example, some UK students will sit in a low vision clinic every week and some overseas students will need to travel beyond their country just to see a low vision clinic.  You will also want to allow time to make visits to your local services. Essentially, you want your patient log to demonstrate seeing as diverse range of patients as possible and to have gained experience with as many low vision aids and vision strategies as possible.  Principally, you will need to document different types of patient in the log and reflect on some of the cases you have seen, ideally with another low vision practitioner as well as your own thoughts. You may well want to log all the patients you have seen, but you do not need to reflect on every one.   The reflective diary is designed to be as much, if not more, for your use than ours.
