Tutorial 15:
Downloading Aerial Photographs from Google Earth
Aerial Photographs can be downloaded from Google Earth imagery; this resource is available for personal use.
However, the source should be acknowledged and the Google logo retained on the image. For more information
on the use of Google Earth imagery use the following link:
http://earth.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?answer=21422&ctx=sibling
Opening Google Earth
There are two different procedures for opening Google Earth. If Google Earth has been accessed before in the
computer you are using, you will find it by clicking on the Start button of Windows, then go to ‘Programs’ and
from the menu select Google Earth.
If there is no option for Google Earth under ‘Programs’, you will need to install the program from the
Applications Menu: click on the Start button, select Load Applications Menu. Let the application loading run.
When the application loading is finished, go to the
Start menu, then Applications, Academic,
Landscape and click on Sketchup Google Earth.
Google Earth will open

Locating the site
To locate your site,
type the name of the
region or the post
code in the ‘Fly To’
tab, then press enter.

In this example ‘Loxley Valley’ was typed in the search box.
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From the options listed by Google, select the closest to the area of interest, in this case
double click on ‘C - Loxley Primary School’

Use the ‘pan’ tool (click and drag the image) and the ‘zoom’ tool to locate the site. Then ‘deselect’ all the
options listed in the Search, Places and Layers tabs on the left.

When you have located your site in the aerial photograph click on
‘File’ in the main menu, then ‘Save’ and then ‘Save Image’.
In the ‘Save As’ window, name the file and select where to save it.
Google Earth will allow you to save the photo in a .jpeg format.
Unfortunately, the bigger the area you select to save the lower
resolution the photograph will have. Therefore, it is recommended
that you select and save small sections of the area and then join those sections using the photomerge tool in
Photoshop. This will help you to increase the quality of the aerial photograph.
When ready, the aerial photograph can be added and Georeferenced in ArcGIS (see tutorial 13).
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