
Redgrove Papers: letters

Archive 

Ref. No.
Date Sent To Sent By Item Description

1 . 01 27/07/1983
Noel 

Kantaris

Peter 

Redgrove

Answer to Kantaris' letter (page 365) offering back-up from scientific references for where his information came 

from - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on page 365.

1 . 01 07/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove
John Beer

Letter offering some book references in connection with dream, mesmerism, and the Unconscious - this letter is 

pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on page 380.

1 . 01 11/05/1985
Robert 

Nye

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter thanking him for a review in the Times (entitled 'Rhetoric, Vision, and Toes' - Nye reviews Robert Lowell's 

'Life Studies', Peter Redgrove's 'The Man Named East', and Gavin Ewart's 'The Young Pobbles Guide To His Toes', 

Times, 25th April 1985, p. 11); discusses weather-sensitivity, and mentions John Layard.  This letter is pasted into 

Notebook one, Ref No 1, on page 373.

1 . 01 16/05/1985
John 

Latham

Peter 

Redgrove

Extract of a letter to Latham, discussing background work on 'The Black Goddess', making reference to masers, 

pheromones, and field measurements in a disco - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on page 229 

(see 73 . 01 record).

1 . 01 16/05/1985
John 

Latham

Peter 

Redgrove

Same as letter on page 229 but with six and a half extra lines showing - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref 

No 1, on page 263 (this is actually the complete letter without Redgrove's signature - see 73 . 01 record).

1 . 01 09/06/1985
John 

Latham

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter about 'technical' scientific information for 'The Black Goddess' with regards pheromones, biofeedback, 

properties of womb-water - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on pages 259-61 (copy also pasted 

into Notebook two, Ref No 2, pages 138-9).

1 . 01 21/02/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Latham

Letter concerning extracts from 'The Black Goddess' - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on page 

213.

1 . 01
Peter 

Redgrove

Noel 

Kantaris

Letter concerning extracts from 'The Black Goddess' - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on page 

213.  Letter is dated Feb. 1986.

1 . 01
Peter 

Redgrove

Noel 

(probably 

Kantaris)

Comments on typed script, attached, referring to EM fields - this letter is pasted into Notebook one, Ref No 1, on 

page 365.

2 . 01 09/06/1985
John 

Latham

Peter 

Redgrove

This is the same letter as the one pasted into notebook 1, Ref No 1, on pages 259-61 - this letter is pasted into 

Notebook two, Ref No 2, on pages 138-39.

2 . 01 31/01/1986
Stewart 

Brown

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending first draft of part of 'The Black Goddess', and wants to know his comments, offering some background to 

the book - this letter is pasted into Notebook two, Ref No 2, on page 135.
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2 . 01 08/02/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

Offers some references for books and people; discusses in general 'African Culture' after reading draft chapter of 

'The Black Goddess' - this letter is pasted into Notebook two, Ref No 2, on page 192.

2 . 01 13/02/1986
Stewart 

Brown

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Brown for his letter; discusses his own idea behind considering African Culture; comments on a poem Brown 

sent him (not named); thinks we should learn to riddle with the Sphinx and get over the Oedipal situation - this 

letter is pasted into Notebook two, Ref No 2, on page 193.

2 . 01 03/03/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

Discussion on use of the term "Black"; mentions his own poem, printed overleaf, called 'Mummy's got a baby in her 

tummy ... Did she eat it?', and refers to his own 'Zinder' (published 1986) - this letter is pasted into Notebook two, 

Ref No 2, on page 238.

2 . 01 08/03/1986
Stewart 

Brown

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on Brown's 'Zinder'; discusses the background of 'The Black Goddess' in connection with 'The Wise 

Wound', mentioning trance-formation, Descartes, Steiner, Koestler, Barbara Brown, Ashley Montagu, Senhor, and 

Soyinka - this letter is pasted into Notebook two, Ref No 2, on page 239.

3 . 01
Peter 

Redgrove

Jungian 

analyst 

called  - 

see letter 

from Peter 

Redgrove 

to me 

dated 

30/06/96.

Enclosing a book with "Black Madonna" as its theme; mentions Marion (no surname); refers to a book about the 

story of Withymead, being published in the Autumn, written by Anthony Stevens ('Withymead', 1986).

3 . 02
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Refers to Withymead, and the Italian journal 'Immaginale' in connection with Jung and the figure of the puer; refers 

to her own 'Yeats the Initiate' (1986).  Letter dated only by June 27th, but as the book of hers was published in 1986 

we can presume this is the same year, as she mentions that a review of it would be appreciated.

3 . 03
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Discusses Jung in relation to Blake, and her work on Blake in relation to her work on Yeats, mentioning 'Yeats the 

Initiate'; mentions Anne Stevenson.  Letter dated only by July 18th, but we presume it to be 1986.

4 . 01 09/07/1985

Mack 

(possibly 

Rosenthal)

.

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the blood-mysteries of women in connection with 'The Wise Wound' and 'The Black Goddess', with 

reference to dream-wisdom, Freud, Chris Knight, Ted Hughes, and the 'tragic-joy' that Mack sees in Redgrove's 

poetry and that he himself believes it goes away from - this letter occurs on page 55 of the notes that make up Ref 

No 4 notes.
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4 . 01 04/09/1985 Joy Pitman
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter commiserating her about not getting a grant (not named), and recommending she read the work of Robert 

Duncan; sending her the afterword to 'The Wise Wound' which is due out the following June; asking for as much 

information as possible on Draconian Astrology.

8 . 01
Unknown 

person

Peter 

Redgrove 

(presumab

ly)

This letter outlines methods of meditation and relaxation, part of which was to later appear in 'Alchemy For 

Women' under the heading Relaxation Practice Outline (Rider, 1995, pp 151-153).

9 . 01 12/08/1978
Phillip 

Hodson

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter mentioning Warhol's 'Dracula', and Tavris and Offrir (will be referring to 'The longest war: sex 

differences in perspective' by Carol Tavris, and Carole Offir, 1977); discusses available books on different types of 

orgasm, with particular reference to Masters and Johnson, Seymour Fisher, and a more in-depth discussion of Irving 

Singer's 'The Goals of Human Sexuality', with reference to the menstrual cycle; would like to know if Singer's book is 

well regarded by sexologists; mentions that 'The Wise Wound' has sold in Germany and Holland.

9 . 02 12/09/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Phillip 

Hodson

2 page letter discussing in depth the environmental and physiological aspects that effect different types of orgasm 

in women, discussing in particular Masters and Johnson and Irving Singer (this is a reply to letter with Ref No 9 . 01); 

refers to a review they did in Forum of 'The Wise Wound'.

9 . 03 12/09/1978

Anne 

Hooper 

and Phillip 

Hodson

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to the article on 'The Wise Wound' which appeared in Forum with reference to a Magical Lodge in America, 

where the book was well received; discusses Irving Singer's 'The Goals of Human Sexuality' and Seymour Fisher's 

'Understanding the Female Orgasm'; asks for advice on relaxation exercises to be used in conjunction with PMS, 

sex, and menstrual dreaming, in connection with the new book they are researching which they are calling 'The 

Mirror of the Goddess'; refers to ionization and the start of a new term at the Falmouth art school with reference to 

lectures.

9 . 04 15/09/1978
Phillip 

Hodson

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter discussing different kinds of orgasm in women with reference to Masters and Johnson, Irving Singer 

and Seymour Fisher; discusses in depth the language of orgasm that gets into the mind as well as into parts of the 

body, making reference to fantasies, waking dreams, sexual afterglow, and the fact that problems can often be 

solved after sexual intercourse; discusses the whole sexual atmosphere in relation to pheromones and ionization, 

mentioning Wayne Barker's 'Brain Storms: A Study of Human Spontaneity'.
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9 . 05 14/09/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Phillip 

Hodson 

and Anne 

Hooper

Letter in reply to Redgrove's with Ref No 9 . 03; briefly discusses relaxation exercises, reverie after intercourse, and 

the use of dream images; refers to ions, especially in connection with Cornwall.

9 . 06 16/09/1978

Phillip 

Hodson 

and Anne 

Cooper

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter discussing the effects of ions on serotonin levels, PMT, menstrual timing, tension, dream-recall, and 

the reverie they have discussed previously that one can experience after intercourse; discusses a potential piece for 

Forum about such matters, using negative ion generator equipment made by Medion Ltd, who use the phrase 

Vitamins of the Air; mentions the bad poison charge that builds up in Cornwall during the winter and high summer; 

discusses relaxation exercises in relation to dream-recall, intercourse, sex-magic, Maithuna, and participation, 

making reference to Alan Watts' 'Nature, man and woman: a new approach to sexual experience' (1958).

9 . 07 11/10/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Anne 

Hooper
Sending a copy of a review (of 'The Wise Wound') in Forum's American edition, mentioning Frank Fortunato.

9 . 08 13/10/1978

Phillip 

Hodson 

and Anne 

Hooper

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

4 page letter discussing the subjects they will be covering in their next book; they will be treating intercourse and 

relaxation techniques to induce reverie in much the same way as they treated menstruation in 'The Wise Wound', 

i.e. from their own experiences, though have plenty of documented back-up, and Redgrove has also been teaching 

it to his students; the letter discusses in detail female and male orgasm and differing techniques; refers to Hodson 

and Hooper coming to do a lecture at the Falmouth Art School; sent them a synopsis of their book, 'Mirror of the 

Goddess: A Practical Handbook of Menstrual Alchemy' (see Ref No 9).

9 . 09 27/10/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Anne 

Hooper

Letter in reply to 9 . 08; thanks them for the synopsis of their book, 'Mirror of the Goddess: A Practical Handbook of 

Menstrual Alchemy', wondering if they are interested in writing an article about what they outlined in the previous 

letter; mentions that she is pregnant, which affects when she and Hodson can come to the Falmouth Art School to 

do a talk.
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9 . 10 01/11/1978
Anne 

Hooper

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Delighted to hear she is pregnant; glad Forum are interested in the book, 'Mirror of the Goddess: A Practical 

Handbook of Menstrual Alchemy', and would like to write an article after they have done a first draft.

9 . 11 06/12/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Anne 

Hooper

Reminder of the piece Redgrove said he would write entitled 'Vitamins of the Air' about ionization; refers to her 

pregnancy and dreaming; refers to a piece on them by Sally Vincent in the Observer (not named).

20 . 01 02/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Linda 

Buchanan

3 page letter explaining how she has left Colgate and gone to another university and what Colgate was like when 

she visited it recently; mentions Tony Conran and Richard Wilburn.

22 . 01 05/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
Stan Smith

Letter about the entry Smith has written on Redgrove for the Contemporary Poets series.  For all letters with Ref No 

22 . 01, see also letter with Ref No 22 . 94.

22 . 01 09/10/1979 Stan Smith
Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter in reply to the article Smith wrote on Redgrove for Contemporary Poets, outlining the background to 

his writing, with mention of The Group, how he is a Jungian, and Joseph Campbell's 'The Masks of God'; discusses 

his view that the critic is a reflection, for the writer, of the audience; sending Smith a copy of 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist', discussing it in terms of reflective devices; refers to James Vinson and to a Jungian review of 'The Wise 

Wound' (origin unknown).

22 . 01 11/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
Stan Smith

Thanks him for the copy of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; has arranged for a copy of the article he wrote for 

Contemporary Poets to be sent to Redgrove; refers to the review of 'The Wise Wound' from the Guardian, which he 

quoted in his article.

22 . 01 17/10/1979 Stan Smith
Peter 

Redgrove

4 page letter discussing 'In The Country of the Skin' in depth in reply to the article by Smith for Contemporary Poets, 

making reference to Secondary Imagination, Jung's active imagination, and Primary Imagination; discusses the 

poem Lazarus and the Sea in relation to the insulin shocks Redgrove endured, mentioning Tolstoy's 'Death of Ivan 

Ilyich', and how the dreams in the book are connected to his personal growth; discusses the term "free 

associations" in relation to Eliot, Jung, Freud, and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', mentioning also 'The God of Glass' and 

'The Wise Wound'; refers to their divergence in subject matter, discussing fertility rites with mention of James 

Frazer and Jung.

22 . 02 25/09/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Jonathan 

Barker
Enclosing a copy of Redgrove's contribution (not named) to the Poetry Supplement for that Christmas.
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22 . 03 31/07/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Roy 

Adams

They are sending him details of Monitor's Anthology Of Magazine Verse And Yearbook Of American Poetry 1981 

which contains Redgrove's poem 'To The Postmaster General'.

22 . 04 18/07/1982

Radio and 

Television 

Guide 

(possibly 

in the 

Times)

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on an entry entitled Pete Redgrove: The Living Poet, with reference to a reviewer the previous week in 

the Sunday Times.

22 . 05 26/04/1982
The Poetry 

Review

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in response to a review by Mr Michael O'Neill of 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' which 

appeared in Poetry Review April 1982, listing all the things O'Neill could have read to expand his terms of reference 

before writing the review.  The letter has "Not Sent" written at the top of it.

22 . 06 23/03/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin C. 

West
Sending a copy of Charles Causley's book 'The Sun, Dancing' which contains some of Redgrove's material.

22 . 07 24/03/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

Henry 

Metcalfe

Congratulations from the Board of Governors on Redgrove receiving the Giles Cooper Award for the best radio play 

of 1980, for 'Martyr of the Hives'.

22 . 08 01/03/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Nadia 

Kempster
Have a transmission date for Redgrove's play 'The Sin Doctor', which will be Thursday April 7th on Radio 3.

22 . 09 02/05/1983
Mr Joseph 

Bristow

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter referring to an essay by Bristow that appeared in English: The Journal of the English Association, 

Autumn 1982, entitled 'Bizarrest Notions' (see Ref No 22 for a copy of the essay) and discussing 'The Apple-

Broadcast and Other New Poems', and making reference to Jung's 'Aion', Freud (with particular reference to David 

Bakan's 'Sigmund Freud and the Jewish Mystical Tradition', 1958), 'The Wise Wound', 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist', the Poetry Book Society Bulletin for Christmas 1981 and an article from the TLS, all in connection with 

analytical psychology, the notion of unconscious senses and holographs; refers to Gerald Massey.

23 . 01 11/05/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Haskell

Cover letter for material sent, which was an article for Psychology Today (entitled Women Learn to Sing the 

Menstrual Blues by Karen E. Paige, September 1973 - see Ref No 23), a printout of one year of Index Medicus 

(1973), and a printout for Psychological Abstracts since 1967; refers to an interview with Edgar (the surname looks 

like Berman) on the Today programme discussing his book 'The Primeval Politician' (cannot find any reference to 

this book).
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23 . 02 12/11/1975

Ms 

Margaret 

Drabble

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

As they are presently writing a book on menstruation called 'The Wise Wound', they would appreciate a copy of the 

transcript of her Words programme, where she discusses menstruation and the way it is talked about, making 

reference to Sylvia Plath.  Letter came attached to a letter from Drabble to the Guardian dated 21 October 1975 on 

the subject of menstruation (see Ref 23).

23 . 02 16/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Margaret 

Drabble

Sending a copy of the transcript of the Words programme about menstruation and the language we use to talk 

about it (see Ref 23), mentioning how menstruation is referred to in American Irish and peasant Irish, and an Italian 

usage.

23 . 02 19/11/1975
Margaret 

Drabble

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Thanking her for the copy of the transcript of her Words programme, discussing The Lady of Shallott as a menstrual 

drama; discusses the persecution of the witches between 1400 and 1700 in relation to menstruation; refers to a 

passage in De Beauvoir (not named) in relation to dysmenorrhoea, and the evidence that the best cure for it is 

hypnosis, with reference to the British Medical Journal (BMJ), Levi-Strauss' 'Structural Anthropology', and Briffault's 

'The Mothers'.

23 . 03 06/03/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter of 10 pages including references; the letter is in two parts - the first answering a query from Joyce Engelson 

about women and work in relation to menstruation, which they discuss in some detail; the second part makes up 

the majority of the letter and is in answer to a letter from Liz Calder, making reference to Paula Weideger's book 

('Menstruation and Menopause') and to Katherina Dalton's 'The Menstrual Cycle', discussing the statistics they have 

researched connected to menstruation and the way it affects everyday life, and entering into a further two part 

discussion about the term "Sabbath", covering the Jewish Sabbath, and the Witch's Sabbath; mentions Jung, Layard, 

and a book by Esther Harding, who Weideger quotes in her book.  Letter comes with references and the beginning 

of a draft letter, which have been left with this letter.

23 . 04 13/04/1976
June 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

4 page letter outlining in some detail what will be in 'The Wise Wound', which they are presently researching and 

writing; accepting the offer she made of reading the typescript when it is done, and making reference to an article 

she wrote - the article in question is 'Menstrual Cycles' from Biological Rhythms and Human Performance, edited by 

W. P. Colquhoun, 1971 (see Ref 23 for a copy).

23 . 04 11/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

June 

Redgrove

3 page letter in reply to Peter Redgrove's of 13th April; letter discusses medical reasons for PMT and medical 

evidence for menstruation problems, the discomfort and inconvenience suffered by many women, Redgrove's 

emphasis on the womb, the lack of study on PMT, and menstrual and estrous cycles in relation to the phases of the 

moon and animals; she makes clear that her stance is science orientated.
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23 . 04 13/05/1976
June 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

3 page letter in answer to June Redgrove's previous one, giving references for the information in 'The Wise Wound', 

and discussing how that information may seem unscientific because it is unfamiliar; mentions Seymour Fisher's 'The 

Female Orgasm', Paula Weideger's 'Menstruation and Menopause', Kroger and Freed, K. Paige, Masters and 

Johnson, Georg Groddeck, Harding, Daly and Sherfey, Money, Jung, Grinnell, Skultans, Shainess, E. Underhill, Freud, 

Zuckerman, Udry and Morris, Fluhmann, and Havelock Ellis.

23 . 04 24/07/1976
June 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

The script of 'The Wise Wound' is nearly completed, and would like to send June Redgrove a copy of the typescript 

to read if she is still interested; believes that June still is unable to agree with the positive interpretation of the 

menstrual experience but requests her help to point out any obvious fallacies; offers a small fee for her reading of 

the typescript.

23 . 04 11/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

June 

Redgrove

Outlines briefly what she sees as the differences in their belief systems but endorses the fundamental ideal behind 

'The Wise Wound' and is looking forward to reading the typescript.  Letter came attached to an article by June 

Redgrove entitled Sex Differences in Information Processing: a Theory and Its Consequences (Journal of 

Occupational Psychology, 1976) - see Ref 23.

23 . 04 14/08/1976
June 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter thanking her for her interest in 'The Wise Wound'; discusses 'howlback' which is properly considered in 

'The Wise Wound', the views of Freud and Jung on women and menstruation and the value of menarche in relation 

to poetry, dreams, and taboos; refers to the paper June Redgrove sent him (Sex Differences in Information 

Processing: a Theory and Its Consequences, Journal of Occupational Psychology, 1976).

23 . 04 14/08/1976
June 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing in some detail June Redgrove's paper (Sex Differences in Information Processing: a Theory and Its 

Consequences, Journal of Occupational Psychology, 1976), with particular reference to nomenclature in relation to 

verbal and spatial performance.  Postcard with the beginning of this letter typed onto it is attached.

23 . 04 22/08/1976
June 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending her a copy of the article he and Shuttle wrote for Psychology Today, 'When Is A Curse Not A Curse?' (typed 

copy is in the archive, reference number 98); refers to an essay by Norman Mailer about the oppression of black 

people and the reason for it being jealousy (could be referring to 'Looking for the Meat and Potatoes' - see The 

Essential Mailer, New English Library, 1982, Part eleven); mentions the possibility of June coming to the Falmouth 

Art School to give a lecture.

23 . 05 03/09/1976

Dr. 

Bernard 

Dixon

Peter 

Redgrove

Wondering if The New Scientist would be interested in publishing a general article (about menstruation and 

hypnosis).

23 . 05 30/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Dr. Roger 

Lewin

Unfortunately has to decline the offer of an article on hypnosis as it would be unsuitable for publication in the New 

Scientist.
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23 . 05 01/10/1976

Dr. Roger 

Lewin 

(New 

Scientist)

Peter 

Redgrove

Rather than offer an article on hypnosis, the article would be on hypnosis as it applied to the study of menstrual 

distress; would like to offer the article written for Psychology Today, When Is A Curse Not A Curse? (typed copy is in 

the archive, reference number 98), as a sample, but would write a more specialised article for the New Scientist.

23 . 06
Peter 

Redgrove

Terrence 

Des Pres

Cover note for parts of three articles (copies of which are in the archive, Ref No 23); the extracts are from the 

following:- 'Five Chimneys: The Story of Auschwitz' (1947), 'Beyond the Last Path' (1947), and 'Human Behaviour in 

the Concentration Camps' (1953); notes that there are many more references to amenorrhoea in books by 

survivors.  The letter is dated only by Sept. 25.

24 . 01 03/09/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

D. M. 

Thomas

Discusses 'The Glass Cottage', which he would like to review if the TLS will agree, in relation to Forrabury Church in 

Boscastle, and the holiday flats opposite the church that may be haunted.

24 . 01 11/09/1976
D. M. 

Thomas

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the TLS reviewing Redgrove's books, mentioning 'The Glass Cottage', the 'Selected Poems' and 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles'; discusses Boscastle in relation to spirit communication and the menstrual cycle; mentions 

Thomas' new collection, still in preparation, and 'The God of Glass' radio play.

24 . 02 02/05/1977
Allen 

Saddler

Peter 

Redgrove

Writing to Saddler, who is from the West Country Branch of The Writers' Guild, in response to a circular Saddler 

sent round (attached) about lack of attendance at meetings; Redgrove outlines the problems he faces with regards 

time and money, and makes mention of the fact that the London office of the BBC seem to be the ones with the 

power, referring in particular to when he had work actively encouraged, and then they were sat on (see letters with 

Ref No 185 . 19, 185 . 22, 185 . 24,and 185 . 28 for material about this).

24 . 03 25/09/1978
Mr 

Pawling

Peter 

Redgrove

Very in-depth, six page, letter in response to an article in Delta that Pawling wrote; Redgrove discusses this article, 

making particular use of Hughes' writing, specifically 'Crow' and 'Gaudete' (he talks about Lumb), and also discussing 

dualities, the feminine, 'The Wise Wound', devotions, and shamanism; mentions 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and 

'The Glass Cottage', and hopes that 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' will interest Pawling when it comes out the 

following year; discusses Hughes further, funeral rites, and metamorphosis.

24 . 04 08/08/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Smith

Refers to his work going well, mentioning the Canadian Matrix and Bananas; refers to not being able to attend 

Goddard at this time.
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24 . 05 18/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Robert 

Nye

Comments on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' and 'The God of Glass', wishing he could review 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers' in The Times; mentions Rilke, 'The Wise Wound', and Jung; refers to his own works, 'Merlin' 

(Hamilton, 1978), 'Falstaff' (Hamilton, 1976), and mentions that he is going to write a novel about Mr Faust (he did 

write 'Faust: being the historia von D. Johann Fausten', Hamilton, 1980); mentions Giles Gordon.

24 . 05 16/08/1979
Robert 

Nye

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter where he discusses being a Jungian with reference to magic and the occult, a review that morning in 

the Guardian by Martin Dodsworth about 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' (the review is entitled 'Brides, Grooms 

and Dark Gods' - see the Guardian of that date, p. 9, and there is also a copy in the archive - see 84 . 25 record), and 

to a play he is writing at the moment about Yeats' involvement with magic ('The Sibyls of the Golden Dawn'); refers 

to 'The Wise Wound' and to the connection between active imagination and artistic creation; discusses Nye's 

'Merlin' (Hamilton, 1978) and 'Faust' (Hamilton, 1980), and mentions 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; mentions 

his training with John Layard.

24 . 06 28/08/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Mrs 

Harriet 

Oliveri

Bringing a disagreement between herself and her grandson about the Atomic Bombing of Japan to Redgrove to 

settle.

24 . 07 10/09/1979
Peter 

Porter

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter which discusses a review by Porter (not named), leading to a wider discussion on the subject of 

reviewers, and the lack of connection between the arts and sciences in this country; makes reference to The Group.

24 . 08 07/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Smith
Sending Redgrove an appraisal form to fill in on behalf of Smith, who is applying for a Canada Council Grant.

24 . 09 16/10/1979
Norman 

Shrapnel

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a letter Shrapnel wrote (same Ref No) about 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and Redgrove's poems in 

general; discusses nihilism, mentioning Golding.

24 . 09
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Shrapnel

Letter written some time before 16/10/79, which is when the reply is dated (same Ref No); discusses 'The Sleep of 

the Great Hypnotist' in connection with critics, and expresses his appreciation for Redgrove's work, and in particular 

the poems.

24 . 10 01/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Robert 

Schultz 

and Rory 

Holscher

Will be devoting the Winter 1979 issue of Epoch to considerations of the line in modern poetry, and are asking 

Redgrove to contribute.  The letter has a note written on the bottom of it from Jon Stallworthy.
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24 . 10 03/12/1979

Jon 

Stallworth

y

Peter 

Redgrove

Would like to contribute to the Winter 1979 issue of Epoch, but has too much work to do, including a play about 

Yeats called 'The Sibyls of the Golden Dawn', and referring to Yeats' 'A Vision', and to Stallworthy's notes on 'The 

Gift of Harun Al-Rashid' (Yeats) in Between The Lines; wonders are there any jobs over in New York, outlining a 

course he could offer, making reference to John Layard, Homer Lane, the likenesses between Jung and Yeats' 

thought and in Coleridge's ideas, and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'.

24 . 10 12/12/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Jon 

Stallworth

y

Thinks that the work Redgrove is currently working on sounds fascinating; unfortunately there are no jobs there at 

the present time, but suggests Redgrove write to the chairmen of the English departments of a number of 

universities.

24 . 100
Peter 

Redgrove

Hermann 

Peschman

n

Refers to Pat Moyer, 'The Wise Wound', 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', and a Peter Porter review (no details are 

given).

24 . 101
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Smith

Letter outlining the various projects he is working on; discusses childbirth by cesarean, and the lack of creative 

writing courses in England (he is writing from Canada); mentions Delta, Tony Thatcher, Eileen (no surname is given), 

'The Weddings at Nether Powers', Encounter, London Magazine, and 'The Wise Wound'.

24 . 102
Peter 

Redgrove

Valerie 

Sinason
Letter referring to Gallery 7, and some poems from Redgrove (no details are given).

24 . 103
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Mentions Redgrove's selection for his own selected poems, and refers to the Cornish anthology that Redgrove is 

editing (probably referring to Cornwall: in Verse', edited and with an introduction by Peter Redgrove, Secker & 

Warburg, 1982), giving permission for his poems to be used (see letters with Ref No 24 . 71).

24 . 104
Peter 

Redgrove

Nigel 

Wheale

Two letters, dated only by March 16 and April 25, making reference to the Cambridge Poetry Festival, and outlining 

the work the students are doing for it (see also letter with Ref No 29 . 13).

24 . 105
Peter 

Redgrove

Wai-ming 

Wong

Letter outlining their magazine, 'Poetry', and asking Redgrove to contribute to a special 100th issue, which has 

Modern Poetry: East and West as its theme; letter is dated only by December '80.

24 . 11 31/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Colin 

Wilson

Letter discussing the outline of 'Deepening' (became 'Alchemy For Women'), 'The Wise Wound', and his own 'The 

Strength To Dream', 'The Schoolgirl Murder Case', a book he wants to write entitled 'The Laurel and Hardy Theory of 

Neurosis', and 'Mysteries', all in relation to publishing and advances.

24 . 12 07/11/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Theo 

Theocharis

Cover note for a 3 page manuscript he has sent to Encounter, entitled Science Versus Myth, and recent 

contributions to Felix (Imperial College Student Union Newspaper) and Wireless World (see Ref 24 for copies of all 

three).
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24 . 13 26/11/1979
Anthony 

Thwaite

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for the review of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' (we are not told where the review appeared), 

discussing hypnotism; mentions also an Encounter review by Alan Brownjohn on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' 

(Review was called Cosmic, Comic, Casual, Careful - Encounter, November 1979).

24 . 14 21/12/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Terry 

Parker

Letter outlining the background to Peace News, discussing paganism, poetry, and dreaming, and mentioning 'The 

Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 'The Wise Wound', 'From Every Chink of the Ark', Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber 

and Faber, 1948), Gary Snyder, and an article he is committed to write.

24 . 14 10/01/1980
Terry 

Parker

Peter 

Redgrove

Outlines his thoughts on paganism, making reference to 'The God of Glass', 'The Wise Wound', and 'Deepening' 

(became 'Alchemy For Women').

24 . 14 13/01/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Terry 

Parker

Letter discussing imperialism and ideological forces; mentions that it was Monica Sjoo's review of 'The Wise Wound' 

which prompted him to ask if Redgrove and Shuttle would contribute a piece for the Peace News issue on 

paganism, perhaps about poetry and paganism; discusses Jung in relation to his background ideology.

24 . 14 21/01/1980
Terry 

Parker

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing Jung and ideology, in connection with Christianity, Catholics, sexual doctrine, and active 

imagination; cannot write something on paganism but is sending 'The God of Glass' as a statement on the same; 

asks could Parker get Monica Sjoo to send a cutting of her review of 'The Wise Wound', mentioning also 'Deepening' 

(became 'Alchemy For Women'); recommends Parker read Massey, and contact The Fellowship of Isis for a list of 

magical groups; mentions the banning of 'The God of Glass' by the BBC, and how the book is intended to make 

people dream.

24 . 15 29/03/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Would like to write something on Redgrove's poetry along the lines of a festschrift, mentioning 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers'.

24 . 15 01/04/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Two page letter which refers to an article by Neil Roberts in Delta about Hughes' 'Gaudete' (called What Was My 

Error? - Delta, No. 57), referring to Chaucer, Hardy, and the feminine principle; refers to comparisons between 

Redgrove and Hughes' work, mentioning 'Season Songs'; refers to 'The Ancient Mariner', the kind of critic she 

herself is, 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', and a book she is hoping to finish (not named).
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24 . 15 17/04/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses his own work, and the relationship between the critic and author, mentioning 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers', 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 'Sons of my Skin', 'The Wise Wound', 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles', 'The Glass Cottage', 'The God of Glass', and a book he and Shuttle are presently writing called 

'Deepening' (became 'Alchemy For Women'); refers to the Delta article by Neil Roberts on Hughes' 'Gaudete' (57, 

Winter 1977) which Roberts compared to the radio play 'The God of Glass'; refers to Philip Hobsbaum's new book, 

'Tradition and Experiment in English Poetry' (Macmillan, 1979).

24 . 15 11/05/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth five page letter; posted as many of his books to her as he could find for her proposed work on him; 

discusses Neil Roberts article in Delta on Hughes' 'Gaudete'; discusses 'The Wise Wound' in terms of the mistrust of 

the feminine, formal content of works, Chaucer, Hughes, aspects of the relationships between the sexes, and Plath; 

discusses Hughes' in some detail in relation to his critics and his success, mentioning 'Season Songs', 'Hawk in the 

Rain', and 'Crow'; discusses the criteria for judging art, making reference to Coleridge and criticism.

24 . 15 18/05/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

2 page letter; has received Redgrove's books through the post; discusses Hughes in relation to criticism, referring to 

'Gaudete' and 'Season Songs', and mentioning Sylvia Plath; discusses the nature of criticism in America, with 

reference to her novel about the Holocaust (not named); is reading 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' which she 

would like to review; refers to Hughes' essay on 'Hamlet', Coleridge, and Kingsley Amis' book 'Jake's Thing'.

24 . 15 31/05/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

3 page letter; discusses where the inspiration for his poems comes from, in particular the poems in 'The Weddings 

at Nether Powers', mentioning a book he and Shuttle are writing called 'Deepening' (became 'Alchemy For 

Women'); discusses how he knows Ted Hughes from Cambridge; discusses Philip Hobsbaum, referring to 

Hobsbaum's book 'Tradition and Experiment in English Poetry' (Macmillan, 1979), and mentions Martin Bell; refers 

to 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 'The Wise Wound', and Schaeffer's 'Anya'; mentions Hughes' 'Hamlet' essay, 

which is With Fairest Flowers While Summer Lasts (see the note at the end of 'A Choice of Shakespeare's Verse', 

selected with an introduction by Ted Hughes, Faber and Faber, 1971).

24 . 15 07/06/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Postcard referring to Richard Howard, Geoffrey Hill, and books about the image of the evil woman; also mentions 

that she is buying a house in Vermont.
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24 . 15 11/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Still waiting for a copy of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' to reach her; discusses the image of the evil woman, 

making reference to Dracula; discusses her book 'Time In Its Flight', which has reached the bestseller lists, in 

connection with the publishing situation in America, and how writers are trying to write in different forms, with 

reference to Mark Strand; discusses 'The Wise Wound' in relation to dreams and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 

and refers to 'The Hermaphrodite Album'.

24 . 15 15/08/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to her new book, 'Time In Its Flight', and discusses a play he is writing on Yeats, with reference to magic and 

the occult; discusses the image of the fatal woman in relation to menstruation, sex, homosexuality, and eroticism; 

refers to 'The God of Glass', 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', Dracula in the film 'Love At First Bite', sexuality, and 

Lucien Stryk's 'Heartland'.

24 . 15 11/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Refers to 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', which she is studying with her students; is writing a review of 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers' for the Chicago Tribune, mentioning Richard Howard; is beginning a novel (not 

named).

24 . 15 28/10/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Is reading her poetry book (not named but probably referring to 'The Bible of the Beasts of the Little Field'), and 

comments on particular poems with reference to edges and ancient rites; refers to 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers'; discusses her house in Vermont, and Falmouth, mentioning Lovecraft; refers to Orion.

24 . 15 20/11/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Wonders can she use part of Redgrove's letter to her of 28/10/79 (Ref No 24 . 15) about 'The Bible of the Beasts of 

the Little Field' for the blurb on the back of the book, or if he would consider writing a comment for the book jacket; 

mentions the review she has written for 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', and how she is using it in her classes; 

discusses the house in Vermont, and Falmouth; refers to the new novel she is writing, wondering whether to call it 

'The Days' or 'Voices in the Day'.

24 . 15 26/11/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
Faith Sale

Would it be possible for them to use part of Redgrove's letter to Susan Fromberg Schaeffer (dated 28/10/79) for the 

jacket of her book 'The Bible of the Beasts of the Little Field'.

24 . 15 30/11/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Will ask her publicity director, Faith Sale, to choose adequate phrases from an earlier letter to use for 'The Bible of 

the Beasts of the Little Field', and then send it to him; asks for a copy of what she thought about 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers'.

24 . 15 01/12/1979 Faith Sale
Peter 

Redgrove

Asks her to choose parts of a previous letter from him about Susan Fromberg Schaeffer's book 'The Bible of the 

Beasts of the Little Field' to put on the jacket of the book, which he would then like to see so he can add to or 

subtract from it.
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24 . 16 10/12/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Karen 

Braziller

Outlines the words from a previous letter from Redgrove which they have chosen to appear on the jacket of Susan 

Fromberg Schaeffer's book 'The Bible of the Beasts of the Little Field' (see letter dated 28/10/79, Ref No 24 . 15, to 

Schaeffer from Redgrove).

24 . 16 11/12/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

2 page letter; sending him a copy of the review she wrote for 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' discusses how 

difficult it is to get a copy of the book over there (in New York); has finished the first draft of her novel which she 

calls 'Love'; refers to an interview with Redgrove and Shuttle (not named) with particular reference to something 

Penelope Shuttle said; mentions a new book by Wright Morris called 'Plains Song'; discusses Freud and Jung, 

wondering if Redgrove reads Freud as well as Jung, making reference to Doctor Schrieber; wonders if Routledge and 

Kegan Paul Ltd will ever sell the paperback rights of Redgrove's books to Penguin, mentioning Peter Meyer.  

Christmas card included with the letter.

24 . 16 26/12/1979
Karen 

Braziller

Peter 

Redgrove

Happy with her choice of words for the jacket of Susan Fromberg Schaeffer's book 'The Bible of the Beasts of the 

Little Field'.

24 . 16 26/12/1979

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Schaeffer's review of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', the words chosen from his letter for the jacket of 

her book 'The Bible of the Beasts of the Little Field', the recent hurricanes in Cornwall and the damage it has done 

to the house, his financial situation with regards this damage and a possible sale of his paperback right to Penguin, 

and Freud and Jung with reference to Blake and 'The Wise Wound'.

24 . 16 01/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Card with a picture of a penguin on a lead next to a woman's ankles on the front of it; has finished her novel 'Love'; 

will speak to Peter Meyer about the possibility of Penguin buying the paperback rights to Redgrove's books; 

discusses Vermont in relation to the weather and the hurricanes in Cornwall; wonders if Redgrove has considered 

spending a year teaching over there, and how she would like to get to England, mentioning Martin Booth; would 

like to write a novel called 'The Victim', mentioning Bellow (Saul Bellow wrote 'The Victim', 1948); refers to John 

Ashbery, and to Norman Mailer's 'Executioner's Song' (1979).
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24 . 16 16/02/1980

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

3 page letter; mentions 'Queen of Egypt', and a dream Redgrove keeps having about water coming through the 

ceiling, which has been analysed; discusses poetry as the seeding centre of other work, with reference to 'The Sleep 

of the Great Hypnotist'; would like her to write to Peter Meyer with regards Penguin, referring to the card she sent 

him (dated 01/02/80), and mentioning the sequel to 'The Wise Wound' which he and Shuttle are writing, called 

'Deepening' (became 'Alchemy For Women'); discusses her coming to England, with reference to Martin Booth, 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers', the critics over here, and Donald Davie; discusses going back over to the States, with 

reference to Colgate; discusses 'The Wise Wound', with reference to Karen Braziller, Marina Warner, Mary Douglas, 

Gnostic themes, Margaret Drabble, and 'The God of Glass'; mentions her review of 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers', and a new book ('The Apple-Broadcast').

24 . 16 07/03/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Postcard saying she will write to Peter Meyer from Penguin; has discussed 'The Wise Wound' with Karen Braziller; 

refers to her novel, 'Love'.

24 . 16 29/03/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

She is recuperating from surgery; discusses 'The Wise Wound' with reference to G. P. Putman and getting it 

published over in America, mentioning also Peter Meyer; refers to a dream of hers about a doctor removing a baby 

from her during surgery; is reading Virginia Woolf's 'The Waves' and should try to read Margaret Atwood's 'Life 

Before Man'; discusses her book 'Love', and outlines other projects she has lined up; mentions John Ashbery; 

suggests Redgrove send 'The Wise Wound' to St. Martin's Press.

24 . 16 08/04/1980

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses her recent surgery in connection with his own insulin shock treatment, making reference to John Layard 

and 'The Wise Wound'; discusses 'The Wise Wound' in connection with Freud and conversion hysteria, its being 

published in America by Marek, Karen Braziller, Barbara Seamen, and Peter Meyer; discusses her dream (see 

previous letter) in relation to his insulin comas and the poem Lazarus and the Sea ('Sons of my Skin'); mentions 

Margaret Atwood, a book he has just reviewed for the TLS called 'Women: Psychology's Puzzle', by Joanna 

Rohrbaugh, and another book he is going to review called 'Sexual Secrets: the Alchemy of Ecstasy', by Nik Douglas 

and Penny Slinger.
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24 . 16 28/04/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

2 page letter; discusses her surgery in relation to 'The Wise Wound'; offers an interpretation of Redgrove's dream of 

the water coming through the ceiling; discusses a short story she is writing about her surgery and the hospital; 

discusses schizophrenia, mentioning Dementia Praecox by E. Bleuler (1950); discusses the film Kramer Vs. Kramer 

(Director: Robert Benton, 1979) as a modern Beauty and the Beast; has written to Peter Meyer with regards 'The 

Wise Wound'; discusses her writing, Sylvia Plath in relation to 'The Bell Jar' and psychoanalysis (referring to her one 

time analyst John Geds), a reading she went to by George MacBeth, and Ted Hughes' 'Moortown' which Hughes has 

just sent her.

24 . 16 08/05/1980

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

4 page letter beginning with an in-depth discussion of what Redgrove and Shuttle in 'The Wise Wound' call 

psychosomatically gifted, and what has been called conversion hysteria, which is considered in relation to trance, 

Freud, and meditation, and referring to Hillman's 'The Myth of Analysis', an essay by Doris Menser-Benaron called 

The Conversion Process in Women (from 'On The Mysterious Leap...' edited by Felix Deutsch), Reich, Jung, 

Dostoyevsky, 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', and the sequel to 'The Wise Wound' entitled 'Deepening' (became 

'Alchemy For Women'); discusses the wet-ceiling dream in relation to analysis and the positions of a baby in the 

womb, referring to Layard, Freud, Forum magazine, dreams, Peerbolte, and Fodor; discusses the presence of 

rhythms in people that are not menstruating, including men, and giving birth to oneself in relation to Jungianism, 

mentioning schizophrenia, hysteria and neurosis, Breton, and Bleuler (he is referring here to Dementia Praecox by E. 

Bleuler); refers to her ability for counter-transference; discusses Kramer Vs. Kramer; mentions Joyce Engelson and 

Peter Meyer; refers to writing in general, Plath, Hughes, and 'The Beekeepers'.

24 . 16 13/05/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Very long letter discussing conversion hysteria and going into detail about familial relationships with children and 

parents in relation to jealousy and sharing and being individuals, making reference to Joseph Heller's 'Something 

Happened' (1974); refers to the relationship between Mary and Joseph after Jesus came along, with reference to 

her book 'Love' and a discussion on the nature of her relationship with her husband; discusses whether the nature 

of illness is psychogenic (see Redgrove's previous letter where he discusses some people as psychosomatically 

gifted), with reference to Chekov's 'Ward Number 6', and makes a note about trances; discusses Redgrove's wet-

ceiling dream, and refers to her ability for counter-transference, Margaret Atwood's 'Life Before Man' and 

'Surfacing', the paperback of 'The Wise Wound', and her own writing.
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24 . 16 10/08/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Discusses the death of Redgrove's mother; began work on a novel (not named), and is reading a lot about dreams; 

refers to an article by Redgrove on teaching creative work; refers to the film The Shining (director: Stanley Kubrick, 

1980) as an Oedipal triangle; outlines the work she has got to do.

24 . 16 07/01/1981

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

In reply to Schaeffer's Christmas Card (undated); discusses his new collection due out the following September (will 

be referring to 'The Apple-Broadcast'), and the Poetry Review wanting to do a special issue on him, making 

reference also to the Australian magazine Helix; discusses also criticism in Britain with reference to Michael 

Schmidt, Sissons, and Donald Davie; refers to her book 'Love', D. M. Thomas' 'The White Hotel', 'The Beekeepers', 

Silberer and Jung; discusses Hughes' 'Moortown' mentioning Edward Thomas and Emily Dickinson.

24 . 16 17/05/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Has been asked by the Poetry Review to contribute to the special edition on Redgrove and would like to do 

something on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; discusses the publication of her book 'Love'; refers to D. M. 

Thomas's 'The White Hotel' in relation to 'Mon Uncle L'Americaine' (See below), and John Ashbery; mentions Isaac 

Bashevis Singer and a review she is going to write on 'Fox's Earth' (Anne Rivers Siddons, 1981).  The only reference 

we can find that is similar to this is 'Mon Oncle D'Amérique', scriptwriter Jean Gruault, director Alain Resnais, 

(1980).

24 . 16 22/05/1981

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter; discusses the relationship between work and illness; discusses Poetry Review edition (is referring to 

Peter Redgrove special edition, Vol. 71, No 2-3), outlining lack of critical attention in Britain, with reference to 

Harold Bloom, Geoffrey Hill, and Seamus Heaney, and stressing the importance of being understood; continues 

about the Poetry Review article and Schaeffer's notion of time-themes, which he discusses in connection with 

awareness, the divide between science and poetry, oak trees and shamanism; discusses 'The White Hotel' and its 

winning a poetry competition, with reference to 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', Peter Porter, and the optimism 

of Redgrove's poetry; outlines his work, referring to winning a Giles Cooper award (for 'Martyr of the Hives' radio 

play), 'The Apple-Broadcast', 'The Facilitators', 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions', and a non-fictional work entitled 

'The Fifth Window'.

24 . 16 12/07/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

This letter was began in July and finished in August; discusses the Poetry Review article she has written on Redgrove 

(see Peter Redgrove special edition of the Poetry Review, Vol. 71, No 2-3) and 'The Beekeepers', and refers to a D. 

M. Thomas interview in People magazine, and a review she once read on Hughes' 'Gaudete' where the reviewer 

simply talked about how he did not understand the book.
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24 . 16 11/08/1981

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter is to thank her for her article on him for the special Poetry Review edition, but the majority is taken up 

explaining the situation at the Falmouth Art School, with reference to Thomas' 'The White Hotel',  the new head of 

department at the Art School, Blake, the taboo of ecstasy, bliss, 'The Wise Wound', and his methods of teaching 

learnt from John Layard; looking forward to sending her his next volume (which will be 'The Apple-Broadcast and 

Other New Poems'), and discusses the new field theory of everything being in continuum with everything else, 

referring to 'Wholeness and the Implicate Order' (1980) by David Bohm, 'Stalking the Wild Pendulum' by Itzhak 

Bentov, and 'Kundalini - Psychosis or Transcendence' by Lee Sannella; also mentions 'Blake and Freud' by Diana 

Hume George.

24 . 16 15/09/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

2 page letter discussing her general health in relation to her writing and teaching work, making reference to the 

New York Times, PEN, Authors Guild, The Poetry Society of America, Brooklyn College, John Ashbery, and something 

she has written called 'The Dragon Who Loved Children'; discusses whether Redgrove and Shuttle could come to 

teach in America for a year or two, a package she has sent them containing some issues of 'Saint Nicholas', the 

Poetry Review article she has written (entitled Under The Chronoscope; The Weddings at Nether Powers - see the 

Peter Redgrove special edition, Vol. 71, No 2-3, pp. 45-48) with reference to Roger Garfitt, Wayne C. Booth, and 

making reference to her own 'The Day In Its Parts'.

24 . 16 27/09/1981

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the influence of writing and work on ones health; has arranged for copies of 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers' to be sent to Wayne C. Booth, Harvey Shapiro, and Mack Rosenthal, whose view Redgrove discusses 

with reference to Ted Hughes, and continues with a discussion of the creative process, Jung, analysis, and Layard.

24 . 16 28/11/1981

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the special edition of the Poetry Review as a festschrift, the tape, presumably of him reading from 'The 

Apple-Broadcast', and its being the Poetry Book Society choice, her 'Saint Nicholas, and the new boss at the 

Falmouth Art School.

24 . 16 16/01/1982

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Peter 

Redgrove

Has not heard from her and hopes everything is okay; mentions 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' which 

he has sent her, and wonders if she has read 'The Beekeepers'.

24 . 16
Peter 

Redgrove

Susan 

Fromberg 

Schaeffer

Christmas card where she outlines the work she is doing, and what she is reading, referring to her book 'Love', 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers', Hughes' 'Moortown', Judith Rossner's 'Emmeline' (1980), 'The Collected Stories of 

Elizabeth Bowen' (with an introduction by Angus Wilson, 1980), and D. M. Thomas' 'The White Hotel' (1981).
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24 . 17
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Stevenson
Postcard with her new address on it; mentions 'The Apple-Broadcast' cassette.

24 . 18 02/01/1980
Anne 

Stevenson

Sending a draft of an article she wrote in reply to a request from the New England Review for an article on British 

Poetry today; refers to some poems she wrote for her father.  The letter is actually dated 2nd January 1979, but the 

reply is dated 1980, so we presume Stevenson made a mistake with the date.

24 . 18 06/01/1980
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter sending Penelope Shuttle's 'Mirror of The Giant', and discussing Stevenson's poems in connection with 

his own radio play 'Martyr of the Hives'; discusses the article she wrote (see her letter to him, dated 02/01/80) in 

connection with Jung and Freud, mentioning Toynbee (we are not told which one) and Eliot, how she compares the 

condition of England to the Irish revival engineered by Yeats, and the play he is writing entitled 'The Sibyls of the 

Golden Dawn'; refers to 'The God of Glass' and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' in connection with 'Gaudete', 'The 

Beekeepers', 'The Wise Wound' and 'Deepening' (became 'Alchemy For Women'); discusses briefly a book by Stan 

Gooch (author of 'Total Man') called 'Guardians of the Ancient Wisdom' where Redgrove, and 'The Wise Wound' are 

both featured.

24 . 18
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Stevenson

Postcard referring to her issue of Pequod, Redgrove's article in New Universities Quarterly (A Poet In Teaching: a 

personal account - Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980), and a collection that Michael Farley has which she would like 

Redgrove to see.

24 . 19 05/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas
Postcard - has asked Gollancz to send Redgrove a copy of his new novel, 'Birthstone'.

24 . 20 21/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Ann 

Thwaite

Postcard - refers to Anthony Thwaite's Birthday Book (see letter dated 06/02/80, Ref No 24 . 24); she once edited 

an anthology of poems for children (9 - 13 year olds) and the publishers are interested in one for younger children, 

if Redgrove has got any poems, or ever does write any, that may be suitable.

24 . 21 27/06/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite
Postcard referring to 'The Beekeepers', and his own Birthday Book (see letter dated 06/02/80, Ref No 24 . 24).

24 . 22 30/01/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Asking Redgrove's advice about the idea of Norman Iles about restoring the pagan versions of carols.

24 . 22 23/03/1980
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Offers advice to Norman Iles through Franklin (see other letter with this Ref No), mentioning Robert Graves, Harold 

Bayley, Gerald Massey, and Donald R. Rawe of the Lodenek Press in Padstow.
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24 . 23 04/02/1980
Craig 

Raine

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter briefly outlining how he and Shuttle write most things together to some extent, mentioning dream analysis, 

John Layard, and Michael Tippett; works referred to are 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 'The 

Mirror of the Giant', 'The Wise Wound', 'The Dauntless Girl', 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', and Hughes' 

'Gaudete'.

24 . 24 06/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Ann 

Thwaite

Outlines her idea of collecting poems for Anthony Thwaite's birthday by his favourite authors and presenting them 

to him in a hand-written bound volume, and wonders would Redgrove contribute (see letters with Ref No 24 . 21 

and 24 . 20); asks has Redgrove written any poems suitable for children, as she has asked to edit such an anthology.

24 . 25 04/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Terry 

Parker

Letter thanking Redgrove for 'The God of Glass' and outlining different dreams he has had and his many influences; 

letter refers to Jung, Crowley, the Beat Generation, Michael Dames' 'The Silbury Treasure', Tantra, Lévi Strauss, 

'From Every Chink of the Ark', Robert Creeley, 'Bhagavad Gita', gnosticism, yoga, and Shelley; is sending the Peace 

News containing Monica Sjoo's review of 'The Wise Wound'; refers to 'The God of Glass' winning the Imperial 

Tobacco prize.

24 . 25 13/02/1980
Terry 

Parker

Peter 

Redgrove
Thanks him for the Peace News containing the Monica Sjoo review of 'The Wise Wound'.

24 . 26 13/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove
John Rice Thanks him for some poems Redgrove has sent for their Summer Review; requests a note for the biography section.

24 . 26 16/02/1980 John Rice
Peter 

Redgrove

Glad Rice liked the poems for the South East Arts Summer Review; outlines some material for the biography 

section.

24 . 27 17/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Monica 

Sjoo

Sending information about a Woman Magic exhibition; refers to the review she wrote about 'The Wise Wound' in 

Peace News, an article in Menstrual Taboos (by the Matriarchy Study Group) that she has written in the past; and a 

book she is about to get published by a Norwegian publishers entitled 'The Ancient Religion of the Cosmic Mother 

of All'.

24 . 27 03/03/1980
Monica 

Sjoo

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Outlines what 'Deepening' (became 'Alchemy For Women') is about, with reference to 'The Wise Wound' and Sjoo's 

pamphlet on Menstrual Taboos; sending her 'The God of Glass' which is intended to bring dreams.

24 . 27 10/03/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Monica 

Sjoo

Thanks him for 'The God of Glass'; discusses her interests in feminist art, the Goddess, and the Woman Magic 

exhibition; wonders if there would be the possibility of her coming to the Falmouth Art School to talk about her 

interests.

24 . 27 18/03/1980
Monica 

Sjoo

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the possibility of her visiting the Art School, 'The God of Glass', and is sending her a Moon Calendar by 

Judith Higginbottom.
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24 . 28 27/03/1980
Peter 

Redgrove
B. Taylor Note referring to an earlier conversation about some of Redgrove's books.

24 . 29 09/04/1980 Correspondence concerned with arts grants, and contains letters from 1978 as illustration to the 1980 letters.

24 . 30 29/04/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

Thanks him for a birthday greeting; refers to 'The Dark Land: a book of Cornish ghost stories' by Mary Williams 

(1975).

24 . 31 11/05/1980
Kathleen 

Raine

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses briefly his views of how he perceives the world, with reference to Plato's cave, God, Zen, Taoism, C. S. 

Lewis, Dante, and Blake.

24 . 32 30/04/1980 Simon Rae
Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter in reply to a notice of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' by Rae in the March Quarto, discussing that 

notice in some detail, and making reference to 'The Wise Wound' (indirectly), John Senior's 'The Way Down and 

Out', Elizabeth Sewell's 'The Orphic Voice', Pound, Eliot, Langland, and discussing the last poem of the 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers', which is Happiness, with reference to Hugo von Hofmannsthal's 'Letter of Lord 

Chandos', Van Gogh, Rilke, and Plath's 'Black Book in Rainy Weather'.

24 . 32 30/04/1980
Peter 

Redgrove
Simon Rae

Looking forward to reading 'The Wise Wound'; discusses Redgrove's response to Rae's review of 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers' in March's Quarto with particular reference to rhythm and the profusion of poems.

24 . 33 29/04/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Carol 

Stevens

Sending him a letter (attached to this one) from Ms Anne E. Spencer at The Cornish Chough requesting they be 

allowed to use the section describing the dance of the 'Obby 'Oss from 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' in their 

next issue.

24 . 34 21/05/1980

Mr Brian 

Worthingt

on

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Worthington's article on Ted Hughes in the New Universities Quarterly (article entitled The Best Living 

Poet? - Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980) with reference to his own work, mentioning 'Gaudete' in connection with 'The 

God of Glass' and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', and also 'The Wise Wound'; discusses also his article A Poet In 

Teaching in the same issue of New Universities Quarterly.

24 . 34 05/06/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Worthingt

on

Thanks Redgrove for sending him the three books, one of which is 'The God of Glass' and the other two are 

presumably 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' and 'The Wise Wound'.

24 . 35 25/05/1980

Professor 

S. S. 

Prawer

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses Prawer's book 'Caligari's Children: the film as tale of terror' (1980) in relation to the dreams of neurotics 

and to Chapter 7 of 'The Wise Wound' (The Mirror of Dracula).
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24 . 35 27/05/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Professor 

Prawer
Thanks them for 'The Wise Wound', finding it of great interest for the Dracula stories as well as for horror movies.

24 . 36 10/06/1980
2 letters with reference to the way Redgrove's work was recently reviewed by Robert Nye in The Times, mentioning 

Redgrove's forthcoming novel 'The Beekeepers'.

24 . 37 05/06/1980
Hilda 

Trench

Peter 

Redgrove

Mentions a recent article in New Universities Quarterly (probably referring to A Poet In Teaching), and a book he 

has been asked to write about the St Ives Group of artists, mentioning Patrick Heron.

24 . 38 12/06/1980 Mrs Tatum
Peter 

Redgrove
Approaching her for help in relation to unstated experiences.

24 . 39 07/07/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Colin 

Wilson

Thanks him for the novel (probably 'The Beekeepers'); refers to Roger Stennett and SWA; wonders did he send 

Redgrove a copy of his book on Gurdjieff, called 'The War Against Sleep'.

24 . 40 07/07/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Annie 

Spencer

Mentions reprinting part of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' in The Chough, doing something on 'The Wise 

Wound', and a menstruation workshop she attended at Alan Bleakley's house which Redgrove took, in reference to 

dreams and increased creativity around the time of menstruation.

24 . 41 09/07/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Discussion of the nature of man, moral restraint, and inner laws in relation to 'The Beekeepers', making reference to 

William Kramer (a Jungian friend of hers), Jung, Henry Corbin (referring in particular to 'Mundus imaginalis: or, The 

imaginary and the imaginal' 1976), Blake, Shakespeare, and the BBC. Letter is dated only by July 9th.

24 . 41 10/07/1980
Kathleen 

Raine

Peter 

Redgrove

Very in-depth, four page letter, in response to Kathleen Raine's to him about 'The Beekeepers' (Ref No 24 . 41); the 

letter has "Not Sent" written on the top of it.

24 . 42 15/08/1980
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter about a review Stevenson wrote in the TLS about 'The Beekeepers' (entitled The Powers of the Earth, 25th 

July 1980.); the letter has "Not Sent" written at the top.

24 . 43 29/08/1980

Four letters in connection with the possibility of Redgrove going to Melbourne University as a Writer-In-Residence 

during 1981; the final letter is from Redgrove to Chris Wallace-Crabbe, who is a member of the University's English 

department.

24 . 44 02/10/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Eileen 

Warren

Thanks him for 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; wonders is there a possibility of him coming as a Guest Poet some 

time next year.

24 . 45 11/11/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Miss J. E 

Askhary
Note on the vitamin C they supply.

24 . 46 04/11/1980 Five letters regarding the 30th Annual Congress, 1981, to be held in Truro.
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24 . 47
Peter 

Redgrove

Monica 

Sjoo
Sending new address in Wales.  Dated only by Oct. 1980.

24 . 48 11/11/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Stuart-

Smith

Wonders if Redgrove would write a few words for the back cover of a book Stuart-Smith is editing ('Leonard Clark's 

Collected Poems'); makes reference to 'A Garland Of Poems' (compiled by R. L. Cook, 1980).

24 . 49 25/11/1980
Three letters in connection with Redgrove going to do a reading, on the recommendation of Frances Horovitz and 

Gillian Clarke.

24 . 50 03/12/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Lynne 

Williamso

n

Is it possible for them both to come and read at the Oxford Poetry Festival the following May; refers to the Pitt 

Rivers Museum.

24 . 51 02/01/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

Personal letter mentioning the New Scientist.

24 . 52 07/01/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

Julian 

Roberts

Still no news from Michael Kustow; mentions 'The Apple-Broadcast' and Redgrove's new play (referring to 'Florent 

and the Tuxedo Millions').  The letter is actually dated 1981, but as this letter follows on from those with Ref No 24 . 

83, we can presume it is dated wrongly.

24 . 53 23/01/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Andrea 

Walker

Is reading 'The Wise Wound' and would like to use it as the basis for discussions and explorations in the workshops 

on awareness that she is starting the following week; makes reference to the Humanistic Psychology course at 

Camborne Technical College, and Rebirthing.

24 . 53 29/01/1981
Andrea 

Walker

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to her using 'The Wise Wound' in her workshops, gives address of a woman's workshop in London, and 

recommends she read 'Waking Dreams' by Mary M. Watkins, 1976.

24 . 54 14/02/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Marilyn 

Pearce

Sending a copy of an article she recently wrote entitled Women's Liberation Redefined (see Ref 24); refers to 'The 

Wise Wound'.
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24 . 55 14/02/1981

Three letters in connection with a review by Dick Davies of Penelope Shuttle's 'The Orchard Upstairs' in The Listener 

(review is entitled Mirrors and Moonshine - 29th January 1981, and Stevenson wrote into The Listener in response 

to the review and in defence of Shuttle's book - the letter was published on 26th February 1981), and discussing the 

Arvon Foundation poetry competition prizewinners; Redgrove mentions 'Martyr of the Hives' winning the best radio 

play award (Giles Cooper); also discusses the use of the word "imagination"; Redgrove recommends Mary M. 

Watkins' 'Waking Dreams', and Robert Avens' 'Imagination Is Reality' (1980); Stevenson sent two poems which are 

with the letters - Burnished and Walking Early By The Wye.

24 . 56 30/03/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Kathleen 

C. Moore

Refers to 'The Wise Wound', the work she is doing on a repeating structure in myth, religion, literature and social 

evolution, and sends them a poem she has written called 'Eve's Diary; Morning and Evening, The First Day' (kept 

with the letter).

24 . 57 08/04/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Denise 

Pyle

Two letters, both from Pyle, in connection with dreams and the workshops that are run at The Wellbeing Centre; 

mentions Alan Bleakley and Alan Fuzz (information about The Wellbeing Centre is in the archive, Ref 24).

24 . 58 01/04/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Eileen 

Warren
Delighted Redgrove and Shuttle are coming to do a reading on 16th July; mentions Pamela Clunies-Ross.

24 . 59 30/04/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite

Refers to Gwennap Cross (from 'The Apple-Broadcast'), the Truro Children's book (see letter dated 21/02/80, Ref 

No 24 . 20) and the Newlyn evening; has to write a piece on Peter Redgrove, John Ashbery, and Geoffrey Hill for the 

Ilkley Literature Festival brochure (see brochure in archive - Ref No 22 - for piece entitled The Poet's Voice).

24 . 60 29/05/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Geoff 

Pawling

Postcard mentioning Roger Garfitt, and an article he will be writing (is probably referring to the article he will write 

for the Peter Redgrove special edition of the Poetry Review, Vol. 71, No 2-3); also sending his new address.

24 . 61 23/06/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Pearl 

Robbins

Covers two letters, mentioning 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' being sent to Roger Garfitt, 'Martyr of 

the Hives', and the Australian magazine Helix; one of the letters is between Robbins and Jamie Grant from Helix 

magazine.

24 . 62 27/07/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Brian Louis 

Pearce

Refers to 'The Hermaphrodite Album', his own 'The Vision of Piers Librarian', 'The Force', the Richmond Poetry 

Group and Penelope Shuttle's reading of Travelling.

Page 25 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

24 . 63 14/07/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Woolrich
Asking for permission to set Redgrove's poem 'He Is' to chamber music.

24 . 63 25/07/1981
Mr John 

Woolrich

Peter 

Redgrove

Gives his permission for Woolrich to set the poem 'He Is' to chamber music, though the publishers would need to be 

contacted if any commercial use is to be made of it.

24 . 64 06/07/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Anne 

Stevenson

Refers to having to sell the bookshop due to lack of Arts Council and Poetry Society support; mentions an article she 

is writing on Redgrove (not named) about the responsibility of the poet in today's society.  Postcard

24 . 64 07/07/1981
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

2 page letter; sympathises with the loss of the bookshop, mentioning Arts Council grants and Charles Osborne; 

discusses the question of the poets responsibility, seeing it in terms of creative imagination, referring to 'The Wise 

Wound' and 'The Beekeepers'; refers to the Art School.

24 . 65 23/08/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Porter

Refers to the Quarto, some poems Redgrove sent, and a piece he wrote on Redgrove's work for Roger Garfitt (Peter 

Redgrove, A Brief Memoir - see the Peter Redgrove special edition of the Poetry Review, Vol. 71, No 2-3, pp. 9-14).

24 . 66 30/09/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

R. C. 

Pulford

Refers to a letter Redgrove sent about the Poetry Society (we presume letter with Ref No 24 . 67 is the one that 

Redgrove sent and which is referred to here).

24 . 67 25/09/1981
Charles 

Osborne

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter about a report on Writers' Awards, with reference to the Poetry Society (we presume that this is the letter to 

which letter with Ref No 24 . 66 is a reply to).

24 . 68 12/09/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jane 

(surname 

unknown).

Refers to meeting them and trying some kind of meditation they recommended; we presume they met at the Arvon 

Foundation, as she mentions a forthcoming weekend at Arvon with Angela Carter and Fleur Adcock.

24 . 69 18/09/1981
Four letters concerning the reviewing of books, particularly a collection of essays edited by Raymond Williams, 

entitled 'Human Communication'; 'Primordial Bond' by Stephen H. Schneider and Lynne Morton is also mentioned.

24 . 70 17/09/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Keith 

Turner

Refers to a visit by Redgrove and Shuttle, and encloses a poem which they inspired (entitled Death Wishes - see Ref 

24).
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24 . 71 30/09/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Refers to a meeting between Redgrove and Andrew Hewson (agent); Viking Press have agreed to do a selected 

poems in 1983, but want Thomas to choose his own, so he is asking people to offer suggestions of what he should 

choose.

24 . 71 03/10/1981
D. M. 

Thomas

Peter 

Redgrove

Lists certain poems of Thomas' that he would be sorry not to see in a selected poems, and asks permission to 

include them in an anthology of Cornish Verse he will be editing (probably referring to 'Cornwall: in Verse', edited 

and with an introduction by Peter Redgrove, Secker & Warburg, 1982); refers to forthcoming meeting with Andrew 

Hewson (agent).

24 . 72 25/09/1981
Seven letters; Wright is requesting works from Redgrove as he is setting up a collection of work by members of the 

College; they also cover the Judith E. Wilson lecture that Redgrove has been asked to give the following March.

24 . 73 31/10/1981
David 

Rose

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the possibility of them doing a joint weekend course concerned with what Redgrove calls Using 

The Imagination; refers to CAER and 'The Wise Wound'.

24 . 74 31/10/1981
Kathleen 

Raine

Peter 

Redgrove

Cover letter for a review of William Irwin Thomson's book 'The Time Falling Bodies Take to Light, Mythology, 

Sexuality, and the Origins of Culture' (1981).  The letter has "Not Sent" written on it.

24 . 75 01/10/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Julia 

Wheadon
Inviting him to be a guest reader in November; mentions Michael Baldwin and David Pownall.

24 . 76 29/10/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Colin 

Wilson

Thanks Redgrove for the poems (is referring to 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems'); wonders did he ever 

send Redgrove his book on Reich ('The Quest for Wilhelm Reich' 1981).

24 . 76 31/10/1981
Colin 

Wilson

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' and Wilson's book on Reich ('The Quest for Wilhelm Reich', 

1981), which he did not get; refers to orgone in relation to ionization, meditation and relaxation.  In the 

psychoanalytic theory of Wilhelm Reich, "orgone" is a vital energy or life force which supposedly informs the 

universe and can be collected or stored in an orgone accumulator or box for subsequent use in the treatment of 

mental and physical illnesses (definition from OED2 on CD-ROM, Version 1.00 - copyright OUP 1992 and Software 

B.V. 1992).

24 . 76 04/11/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Colin 

Wilson
Sending him something (presumably his book, 'The Quest for Wilhelm Reich').

24 . 77 16/11/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

Personal letter referring to the Poetry Review special edition, and in particular the piece by Peter Porter (Peter 

Redgrove, A Brief Memoir - see the Peter Redgrove special edition, Vol. 71, No 2-3, pp. 9-14), and 'The Apple-

Broadcast and Other New Poems'.
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24 . 78 09/11/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Barbara 

Phillips
Letter of appreciation for 'The Wise Wound', outlining how it has helped her personally.

24 . 79 10/11/1981
Geoffrey 

Pawling

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter in response to an article Pawling wrote in the Poetry Review (entitled Towards Eleusis - see the 

Peter Redgrove special edition, Vol. 71, No 2-3, pp. 41-44); in-depth discussion about poetry as a way of 

experiencing rather than a therapeutic programme, making reference to Freud, Jung, and 'The Wise Wound'; 

sending Pawling a bound copy of 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems', with some small corrections, in 

appreciation.

24 . 80 22/11/1981
Peter 

Porter

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for the Poetry Review article (entitled Peter Redgrove, A Brief Memoir - see the Peter Redgrove special 

edition, Vol. 71, No 2-3, pp. 9-14); discusses his poetry in terms of vastations, mysticism, the menstrual taboo, and 

transformation; refers to Anne Stevenson, Eliade, Hardy, Blake, 'The Wise Wound', Brownjohn, and 'The Weddings 

at Nether Powers'.

24 . 81 25/11/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Refers to 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems', Peter Porter's praise of Redgrove's poems (in the Poetry 

Review special edition, Vol. 71, No 2-3), and Thomas' own Collected Poems (see letters with Ref No 24 . 71).

24 . 82 08/11/1981
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in response to her article for the Poetry Review special edition (entitled A Responsible Joy - see Vol. 71, No 2-

3, pp 14-19), referring to Blake, the Cary book ('The Horse's Mouth', Joyce Cary, 1944), Kathleen Raine's Faber 

selection ('A Choice of Blake's Verse; Selected With An Introduction By Kathleen Raine', 1970), Diana Hume 

George's 'Blake and Freud', Jung, David V. Erdman's 'The Illuminated Blake' (1974), Roger Garfitt, structuralism and 

Leavisites, the new head of department at the Art School (David Cottington), Philip Hobsbaum, and 'The Apple-

Broadcast and Other New Poems' in connection with reading aloud.

24 . 83 08/06/1981

Fourteen letters between Redgrove and Roberts, including one between Roberts and Michael Kustow of the 

American Repertory Theatre (who has been appointed Channel Four's commissioning editor for arts programmes), 

and one from Redgrove to his solicitor, John Rush; the correspondence is about a film series Roberts wants to make 

for Channel Four entitled 'The Poet Alone' and he wants Peter Redgrove to be the featured poet in the first film; the 

correspondence follows the initial approach from Roberts to the stage where they are waiting for a decision from 

Kustow; the final letter from Redgrove to Roberts, dated 15/12/81, discusses the radio play 'Florent and the Tuxedo 

Millions' and has an interesting note on the creative process involved in writing such a radio play, which reflects on 

the interconnectedness of Redgrove's work.  See also record number 69 . 08.
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24 . 84 20/11/1981

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Geraldine 

Wilson

Letter about 'The Wise Wound' and her own cycle, mentioning also 'In The Country of the Skin', which was 

recommended in Stan Gooch's 'Guardians of the Ancient Wisdom' (1979).

24 . 84 24/11/1981
Geraldine 

Wilson

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter in answer to hers (same Ref No) about her menstrual cycle and the stages of the moon.

24 . 85 25/11/1981

3 letters referring to a piece Redgrove has sent to Wilson (not named), a book Wilson is beginning called 'Access To 

Inner Worlds (1983), the Poetry Review special edition (Vol. 71, No 2-3), and Wilson's latest book, 'Poltergeist! A 

Study in Destructive Haunting' (1981).

24 . 86 16/11/1981

The 

Manager 

of Watkins 

Bookshop

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter about ordering books, and about the lack of Redgrove's books in the bookshop, with reference to the Poetry 

Review special edition (Vol. 71, No 2-3), and 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' being a Poetry Book 

Society Choice which he will be reading from at the Arts Council Bookshop.

24 . 87 04/12/1981

Peter 

(probably 

Porter).

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending him an article that was printed in an Australian magazine (not named); refers to Michael Kustow (see 

letters with Ref No 24 . 52 and 24 . 83) and the Falmouth Art School.

24 . 88 04/12/1981
Kathleen 

Raine

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review of in Harvest, mentioning Cecil Collins and James Greene (we presume the review he is referring 

to is a review of Temenos, by James Greene, which mentions Redgrove's poems The Second Earthquake and 

Delivery Hymn - review is undated, but see Ref No 22 for a copy); discusses the Poetry Review special edition, which 

he sends her; mentions a seminar he and Shuttle are doing in July for the Guild of Pastoral Psychology, on 'The Wise 

Wound'.  Postcard from Raine attached, dated Dec. 2nd.

24 . 89 06/12/1981
D. M. 

Thomas

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to meeting Thomas' agents, reading from 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' at the Arts Council 

Bookshop, and the threat of redundancies at the Art School and how it affects his work; refers to his own comments 

on Thomas' Selected Poems, 'The Facilitators', and the Cornish Anthology he is editing (see letters with Ref No 24 . 

71).  The Cornish anthology being referred to is probably Cornwall: in Verse', edited and with an introduction by 

Peter Redgrove, 1982.

24 . 89 15/12/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Answer to Redgrove's letter with the same Ref No; mentions he is going to Washington in January to do some 

teaching.
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24 . 90 12/12/1981
2 letters referring to 'The Wise Wound', 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' in relation to Chaucer's Wife of Bath's 

Tale, and an Everyman programme on BBC called 'The Devil's Gate'.

24 . 91 11/01/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

R. G. 

Winslade
Letter in praise of the play 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions'.

24 . 92
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Rudolf

Requesting a couple of sentences from Redgrove to go on the cover of a book of poems by Nicki Jackowska (not 

named) and a book by Cecil Helman called 'The Exploding Newspaper and Other Fables' (Menard Press, 1980).  

Letter is dated by November 2.

24 . 93
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Personal letter of appreciation, mentioning John Cowper Powys, St John Perse, Yeats, and Eliot.  Letter is dated by 

Feb. 27th.

24 . 94 27/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
Stan Smith

Refers to the play (not named) and the book (presumably 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', which Redgrove sent 

him), mentioning Coleridge; discusses the piece he wrote on Redgrove's poetry (for the Contemporary Poets series - 

editor, James Vinson) with reference to Hughes' 'Gaudete', Heaney, Montague, and Middleton; also refers to "free 

association", the perception of the "external" world, and Larkin.  Letter is dated by Oct 27th, but if we look at letters 

with Ref No 22 . 01, it seems that this letter follows on from that correspondence, so we can presume it was written 

in 1979.

24 . 95 11/11/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Stevenson

Refers to the Poetry Review special edition (Vol. 71, No 2-3), and 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems'; also 

mentions Penelope Shuttle, and Michael Farley; encloses a review she has written of 'The Reader, the Text, the 

Poem: The Transactional Theory of the Literary Work' by Louise M. Rosenblatt (1978), which appeared in The 

Modern Language Review, October 1981.  Letter dated only by 11th November, but because of the reference to the 

Poetry Review special edition, and the date of the review, we can presume it is 1981.

24 . 96

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Eileen 

Warren

Refers to a reading by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle the previous Thursday; mentions the Ilkley readings; 

refers to Blake Morrison, Norman Franklin, Pearl Robbins, Peter Porter, and Jackie Sims.  Letter dated only by 

Monday, but we can presume it was written some time after 16th July 1981, which is when they were scheduled to 

do a poetry reading (see letter with Ref No 24 . 58).

24 . 97
Peter 

Redgrove

Frank 

Williams

Enclosing a stamp on a piece of card for Redgrove to write his name across, if he would be so kind; the stamp is still 

attached to the letter.

24 . 98 07/12/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Letter discussing the Poetry Review special edition, with particular reference to the Eleusis piece and the one on the 

Feminine, and comparing Redgrove with Hughes in terms of a whole view of nature; mentions Temenos II; refers to 

Molly Tuby.  Dated only by Dec. 7th, but as she refers to the Poetry Review edition, we can presume it is 1981.
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24 . 98
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine
Refers to magical teaching, following an earlier exchange between them both.  Postcard dated only by April 1st.

24 . 98
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Refers to nature contemplation and Ennead III.8; short discussion on dream as oppose to vision with reference to 

McKenna and Taylor; refers to the forthcoming publication of her book 'The Inner Journey of the Poet' (1976).  

Postcard dated only by Thursday but we can presume it was written some time in 1975 or 1976 because her book, 

referred to above, was due for publication.

24 . 98
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Letter praising 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' and making reference to lack of surrealism, Ted 

Hughes, Jeremy Reed, McKenna, and T. Taylor; refers to 'On Nature, Contemplation and The One' (Plotinius).  Dated 

only by Nov. 6th.

24 . 99
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Parr

Sending Redgrove his small book of poems (not named) after reading Redgrove's article Surviving As A Poet which 

appeared in The Author (we are not given the date).

25 . 01 28/11/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Derek (no 

surname is 

given)

Refers to reviews of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and Shuttle's 'Wailing Monkey Embracing A Tree', and mentions 

Paddy (Kitchen), and the problems of setting up a letterpress; refers to Sue Deakin with reference to a book by Art 

Rosenblum called 'Natural Birth Control' (Philadelphia, Aquarian Research Foundation); refers to Irish Celtic cycles, 

Paddy McKee, The Book of the Taking of Ireland (can find no reference to this), the Ossian or Fennian cycle, and the 

Cuchulin cycle; refers to the Tain as rendered by Thomas Kinsella.

27 . 01 10/02/1987

Three letters concerning the editing of 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' before a meeting between them 

both the following month, with particular reference to cutting down the first chapter and incorporating some of the 

cut material into an introduction.

27 . 02 14/02/1987
Two letters concerning the publishing of 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', referring to Norman Franklin, 

Secker, Penguin, LIz Calder, Sarah-Jane Forder, Cape, 'The Wise Wound', and Richard Marek.

27 . 03 23/03/1987

18 letters, including notes written on compliment slips and postcards; the reason for the correspondence is the 

editing of 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', with particular reference to the introduction and first chapter, 

the index, and the bibliography; also discussed, mentioned, or referred to are Léonor Fini, 'Eve's Secrets' (Josephine 

Lowndes Sevely, 1987), Monty Python, William Golding, East Midlands tour, acknowledgements to John Clare and 

Ean Begg, Yeats, Dulce Tobin (illustrator), The Times, 'The Wise Wound' in relation to Freud and Massey, Feng Shui, 

Supernature ('Supernature, the natural history of the supernatural', by Lyall Watson, 1973) and 'The White Goddess' 

(Robert Graves, Faber and Faber, 1948), Romanticism and Coleridge, Gaia (illustration from New Scientist), Peter 

Forbes, The Guardian, Redgrove's Grimm Fairy Tales, 'Work in Progress', and the Guardian prize-winner ('In The 

Country of the Skin').
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28 . 01
Two short notes outlining when Westward Look will be transmitted (04/04/77) on Radio 3, and also mentioning the 

poems Three Aquarium Portraits, and From Falmouth to Truro.

28 . 02 26/11/1975

Two short notes, one outlining when Redgrove's 15 minute play called A Mistake of Twenty-Hungry is scheduled for 

transmission (13/12/75), and one saying that the poem Three Aquarium Portraits is scheduled for inclusion in the 

Westward Look programme on 04/04/77.

28 . 03 29/06/1977 Two letters concerning Redgrove's entry in Who's Who.

28 . 04 19/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Charles 

Osborne
Short note concerning a grant.

28 . 05 22/10/1977

Simon (no 

surname is 

given).

Peter 

Redgrove

Outline of Redgrove's publications and posts he has held to date.  The letter has "Hypnotist" written on the top.  

Simon could be the editor of an anthology, possibly a PEN anthology.

28 . 06 14/11/1977

Peter 

(probably 

Porter)

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to an article by Craig Raine on Redgrove's 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and Hughes' 'Gaudete' called Different 

Animals, from London Magazine, Vol 17, No 5, November 1977 (pp. 75-79), asking for an opinion of it, and 

mentioning the TLS, Penelope Shuttle, and Philip Callow.

28 . 06 17/11/1977

Alan 

(probably 

Ross of 

London 

Magazine).

Peter 

Redgrove

Cover letter for his reply to Craig Raine's article on Redgrove's 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and Hughes' 'Gaudete' 

called Different Animals, from London Magazine, Vol 17, No 5, November 1977 (pp. 75-79), mentioning 'Crow', 

Gavin (probably Ewart), Peter Porter, Cocteau, London Magazine, and briefly discussing the responsibility of the 

critic to both author and reader.

28 . 07 05/01/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Felicity 

Morgan
Sending cheque for contributions to New Fiction.

28 . 08 17/03/1978
Mr Terry 

Eagleton

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review by Eagleton of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' in Stand, Vol 19, No 2, making reference to 

surrealism, each poem as a kind of Bildungsroman, Redgrove's reworking of ideas in different poems, the Poetry 

Book Society, 'The Wise Wound', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and Christopher Middleton's 'Pataxanadu' (1977).  See 

Ref No 28 for a copy of this review, though all the bits on 'From Every Chink of the Ark', which are on pages 79 and 

80, have been cut out.

29 . 01

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ted 

Hughes
Sending them some material (unspecified).
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29 . 02

Peter 

Redgrove 

(presumab

ly)

James 

Greene
Postcard mentioning Layard.

29 . 03
Peter 

Redgrove

Prue 

Hughes

Letter mentioning Denise (no surname is given), Sue (no surname is given, but could be referring to Sue Jackson) 

coming to Falmouth, and her recent trip to Spain.

29 . 04 03/12/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Gillian 

Greenwoo

d

Would like his suggestions on books that he has found difficult to obtain and would like to see published or back in 

print, for an article.

29 . 05 06/10/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Barbara 

Hill

Is researching graphology in connection with creative and interpretive art, and wonders would Redgrove send a 

sample of his handwriting for her to use in her study.  Envelope attached.

29 . 06 27/11/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Christophe

r Hope

Mentions his review of Redgrove's 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' (origin unknown) and notes that 

both Hope and Redgrove are in the Routledge catalogue for August/January.

29 . 07 15/01/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Jeremy 

Hooker

Wondering if it would be possible for Redgrove to do a reading on either 19th February or 26th February; mentions 

Michael Launchbury of Southern Arts.

29 . 08 12/03/1981
Two letters referring to Hobsbaum's book 'A Reader's Guide to D. H. Lawrence' (1981), and Redgrove's 'At The 

White Monument' in connection with that week's Private Eye magazine.

29 . 09 12/02/1981
Two letters concerning a reading at the poetry society, making reference to Pamela Clunies-Ross of The Poetry 

Secretariat, 'The Wise Wound', and Penelope Shuttle's 'The Orchard Upstairs'.

29 . 10 24/11/1981
Peter 

Redgrove
David Elias Letter of appreciation for Redgrove's poetry, making reference to 'The Apple-Broadcast', and to Don Marquis.

29 . 11 14/09/1981
Arthur 

Goodwin

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter discussing yoga and meditation, and seeing colours over a person's body in relation to a Maser (  

See below) effect, mentioning Jung's Psychological Types, and Van Lizbeth; outlines possible reading commitments 

and workshops he could take, discussing the connection between different forms of art; sending a book of poems 

(not named but possibly 'The Apple-Broadcast'), mentioning Novalis; discusses 'The Wise Wound', which he also 

sends, with reference to the book he and Shuttle are presently writing, called 'Deepening'; mentions Ted Hughes 

and Alvarez.  Maser stands for Microwave Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation - see also letter with 

reference number 83 . 53, dated Samhain 87 (01/11/87)

29 . 12 24/07/1981
Peter 

Redgrove
T. F. Griffin Writing to say how much he enjoyed Redgrove's reading at the Ilkley Festival on 18th July.
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29 . 13 18/03/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Gowar

Sorry that Redgrove will not be able to come to the Cambridge Poetry festival, but is sending some information 

about it (see Ref 29 for the information) and has asked Nigel Wheale to send information about the exhibitions 

being put on by the art students (see Ref No 24 . 104); refers to the Judith E. Wilson lecture (see Ref No 24 . 72).

29 . 14 06/09/1980

Two letters mentioning Redgrove's play 'Jack Be Nimble' and discussing 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 'The Wise 

Wound', 'The Beekeepers' with reference to Jung, and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' with reference to David Bohm's 

book (probably referring to 'Wholeness and the Implicate Order' - 1980); information about The Institute of 

Parascience came with the letter from Hyde (see Ref 29).

29 . 15 02/02/1980

Two letters (the second is undated) discussing an article by Hardy in Quarto entitled Partners in Rhyme, which is a 

review of the book 'Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes' by Margaret Dickie Uroff, University of Illinois Press, 1979 (the 

article appeared in Quarto No. 3, February 1980, pp. 12-13), and referring to Redgrove's own article in Quarto, 

1979, entitled Real Magic, which is a review of G. E. R. Lloyd's 'Magic, Reason and Experience: Studies in the Origin 

and Development of Greek Science' (Cambridge Univeristy Press) and Benjamin Walker's 'Body Magic' (Paladin); 

discusses also 'The Wise Wound', Redgrove's recent book of poems (not named but probably referring to 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers'), and Hughes and Plath.

29 . 16 22/01/1980

Two letters concerning a review by Robert Nye in The Times of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' (17/01/80) which 

Redgrove is deeply upset about, especially in view of earlier correspondence between himself and Nye (copy of the 

review is in the archive, Ref 29); refers to The Guardian Fiction Prize of 1973, the humour that Nye does not notice 

in 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', and The Scotsman; discusses Nye's 'Merlin' (Hamilton, 1978).

29 . 17 29/05/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Judith 

Higginbott

om

Letter referring to 'The Wise Wound' and to her forthcoming MA show (a leaflet for a Master of Fine Art show at 

Reading University is enclosed).

29 . 18 15/04/1980

Horovitz is asking for a few sentences that could possibly go on the jacket of her soon to be published book 

(probably referring to 'Water Over Stone'); outlines her plans to come to Cornwall, mentioning Pamela Gillilan; 

mentions Michael (Horovitz), and a recent review Roger Garfitt did of Redgrove's work (origin unknown); 

Redgrove's letter refers to Horovitz's High Tower and Gallery 5 postcards, and also to H. D.
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29 . 19 18/11/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Cecil G. 

Helman

Letter referring to a proposed Mythology of Horror Films Book (can find no reference to this), and to his own book 

'The Exploding Newspaper' (Menard Press, 1980), which got a good write-up in the TLS on 7th November (called 

Inflammations of the Head, by Clive Sinclair).

29 . 20 15/07/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Burnett

Sorry Redgrove cannot come to Durham for a reading in October, and wonders would he be able to come some 

time during the following Summer.

29 . 21 12/08/1980
Peter 

Redgrove
J Barclay

Letter discussing Redgrove's 'Martyr of the Hives' and Redgrove's 'Jack Be Nimble', with reference to a novel by 

Nigel Williams also called 'Jack Be Nimble' (1980).

29 . 22 16/12/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Brownjohn

Refers to being sent 'The Wise Wound' and a Universities Quarterly article by Redgrove (not named, but probably 

referring to A Poet In Teaching, Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980); mentions Penelope Shuttle and Peter Porter; discusses 

his own research as Writer in Education with reference to Charles Osborne, a report he has to write, and the place 

of the poet in the community.

29 . 23 11/12/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

David A. 

Chitty

Letter referring to Gerald Yorke, his own book called 'The Butterflies of Thantos' (1983) which he discusses in 

relation to Redgrove's book (not named but presumably referring to 'The Wise Wound'), and Colin Wilson.  The 

letter is undated, but the envelope attached has the above date stamped on it.

29 . 24 28/09/1980
Peter 

Redgrove
Noel Cobb

Two page letter thanking Redgrove for the book of poems and the radio script (possibly referring to 'The Weddings 

at Nether Powers' and 'Martyr of the Hives'); refers to the character of the "ordinary" making reference to Othello; 

tells the story of a visit to Tomas Tranströmer (mentioning Alfred Jarry); refers to Neumann, Isis, and Tutankhamun; 

discusses the Imagination in connection with Jung and Ronnie Laing; refers to Henry Corbin's 'Creative imagination 

in the Sufism of Ibn `Arabi' (1969); wants to get a book of his own published which he is calling 'Prospero's Island - 

An Archetypal Study of the Imagination in Shakespeare's The Tempest' (a book by Cobb was published in 1984 

entitled 'Prospero's Island: The Secret Alchemy at the Heart of The Tempest'); mentions 'Deepening', and James 

Hillman's 'Re-visioning Psychology' (1975).

29 . 25 02/09/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Adele 

David

Have corresponded briefly in the past, and is sending him her short collection, newly published (will be referring to 

'Becoming', 1980).

29 . 26 31/10/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Margo 

(Margaret) 

Ewart

Requesting a poem to put in a book of 65 poems for Gavin Ewart's 65th birthday.

29 . 27 21/10/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Marilyn 

Edwards
Enclosing a copy of Emma Tennant's novel 'Alice Fell' which is due to be published.
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29 . 28 08/02/1980

Two letters discussing 'The Wise Wound', referring to a programme discussing the issues 'The Wise Wound' raises 

which was on BBC radio 3, and mentioning R. S. Thomas.  Evans sent a poem to Redgrove entitled Puerperium (see 

Ref 29).

29 . 29 19/12/1980 Three letters concerning a misunderstanding about dental treatment.

29 . 30 21/04/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Michael 

Farley

Two page letter discussing his and Anne Stevenson's trip to Falmouth; discusses Redgrove's article in New 

Universities Quarterly (will be referring to A Poet In Teaching: a personal account - Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980) in 

connection with lack of funding for creative writing courses, mentioning The Arts Council, the University of East 

Anglia, Medway Polytechnic, and Alan Denman; refers to Boscastle and discusses Cornwall in general, making 

reference to Francis Hitching's 'Earth Magic' (1976); refers to Pequod, the TLS, and Quarto, in connection with 

Redgrove and Shuttle's poetry; sending them some poems he has written (see Ref 29 for copies).

29 . 31 11/01/1980

Two letters concerning a review (unnamed) by Firth of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' in The Tablet (22-29 

December, 1979), with reference to the connection between 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and 'The Wise 

Wound'.

29 . 32 24/04/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Barbara 

Fowles

Two letters concerning 'The Wise Wound' and Redgrove's novel (probably referring to 'The Beekeepers'), and 

making reference to the Journal of Analytical Psychology, St George's Medical School, Professor Crisp, the Guild of 

Pastoral Psychology, Ruth Robinson (wife of Bishop John Robinson), the Analytical Psychology Club in London, the 

Beehive Tomb at Mycenae, Hughes' 'Crow', inner archetypes, and a paper she is committed to write concerned with 

Jung and Synchronicity and Poltergeists.

29 . 33 24/10/1980

Seven letters mainly covering the idea of presenting 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' with a tie-in 

cassette of Redgrove reading some of the poems, mentioning Jon Silkin's reading at the Globe book fair the 

previous month (September 1980); also referred to are Mr. Hole-In-The-Day (which became the novel 'The 

Facilitators'), Redgrove winning the Giles Cooper award (for 'Martyr of the Hives'), and a book about poets from 

Martin Booth (unnamed).

29 . 34 12/12/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Anton 

Felton
Notice that Denis De Silva and Bhupen Lakhani have both become full members of the partnership.

29 . 35 20/10/1980
Three letters concerning the possibility of Redgrove taking up a temporary writer-in-residence post for 1982 at the 

University; Chris Wallace-Crabbe is mentioned.
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29 . 36 28/05/1980

Five letters concerning Writers on Tour for the Humberside area, mentioning the Falmouth School of Art and 

Redgrove's A Poet In Teaching article (New Universities Quarterly, Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980), and asking for a short 

piece about 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' for the Poetry Book Society Bulletin.

29 . 37 23/05/1980

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jennifer 

Francis

Letter requesting permission to translate 'The Wise Wound' into Italian; her CV is attached, as is the envelope the 

letter came in.

29 . 38 11/03/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Paul 

Grégor

Three letters sending Redgrove a copy of a poem Grégor has written (entitled Then - see Ref 29) and referring to his 

forthcoming book (probably referring to 'Magic + Sex = Religion (?): An Introduction to the Psychosynthesis of Sex', 

Paul Grégor, 1980); also mentions that he is setting up a publishing company; final letter discusses in some depth 

'The Wise Wound', and came attached to a dossier of information on his interests (see Ref 29).

29 . 39 14/07/1980

Six letters discussing Redgrove's 'The Beekeepers', and Gooch's 'The Secret Life Of Humans' (1981) and 'The Double 

Helix of the Mind' (1980); mentioned, discussed or referred to are Wildwood publishers, Dent publishers, a play of 

Redgrove's which was part of a series for the television (not named), the Arthur Clarke series (not named); there is 

only one letter from Redgrove with this Ref No, where he discusses in some depth 'The Double Helix of the Mind', 

with reference to his earlier insulin shock treatment, the Ornstein Revisited and Fancy Dress Ball chapters in the 

book, discussing Ornstein in connection with Jung and Freud and mentioning Blake, and refers to Gooch's brain-

model in connection with the alchemical double pelican, discusses John Hurrell Crook's 'Evolution of Human 

Consciousness' (1980), Roger Poole's 'Towards Deep Subjectivity' (1972), and his own 'In The Country of the Skin'; in 

the final dated letter, Gooch discusses the situation with publishing, mentions the American evangelist Paul 

Solomen's new book (not named), discusses a contract for a new book of his own entitled 'Creatures From Inner 

Space' (1984), and refers to Jacqueline Korn.  Attached to letter dated 05/12/80 from Gooch is an article called The 

Last Neanderthal in France? (Nature, Vol 287, September 1980), an article called The Woman Searching Through 

Time For The Man Of Her Dreams (Daily Mail, December 2nd, 1980), and a short piece called Chinese Child 

'Fathered By Apeman' (Daily Telegraph, December 2nd, 1980).

29 . 40 02/05/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Chris 

Green

Letter referring to Redgrove's account of his teaching (probably referring to A Poet In Teaching, New Universities 

Quarterly, Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980).
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29 . 41 24/11/1979 John Gross
Peter 

Redgrove

Discussing Gross' reappearance and the TLS, making reference to his own 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 'The 

God of Glass', and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', and mentioning The London Review of Books; offers to review 

a book for Gross if the opportunity should arise, referring to his present interest in the psychology of imagination.

29 . 42 11/01/1980 Two notes with reference to hypnosis.

29 . 43 08/03/1980
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending Garfitt a number of poems, which he calls his winter work, referring to the idea of a special issue, making 

reference to 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems', and an article about horsemeat (he is probably referring 

to They Eat Horses Don't They? - see Ref 29); discusses how 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' is an experiment with 

time, making reference to the film of The Time Machine (Director George Pal, 1960).  We presume the letter is to 

Roger Garfitt, as Redgrove mentions a special issue, and Garfitt produced a Peter Redgrove special edition for 

Poetry Review, Vol. 71, No 2-3.

29 . 44 25/09/1979

Four letters discussing an essay Gitzen will be writing on Redgrove (making mention of Ted Hughes), 'The Weddings 

at Nether Powers', 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', reviews of 'The Wise Wound' in a Jungian 

journal (possibly the Journal of Analytical Psychology), and the selection of poems in 'Sons of my Skin'; also 

mentions 'At The White Monument', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and Gitzen's Phd on Louis MacNeice.
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29 . 45 27/10/1979

Nine letters (including two postcards) discussing a possible Peter Redgrove special issue of Helix, for early 1981, and 

discussing or referring to 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 

'The Wise Wound', Julian Gitzen, Lynne Strahan, John Jenkins, the Cambridge poetry conference, a review of 'The 

Wise Wound' from the Journal of Analytical Psychology, Gary Catalano (writing a review of 'From Every Chink of the 

Ark' for Poetry Australia); a copy of some interview questions came with letter dated 03/04/80, from Harrop, and 

Redgrove writes a seven page letter in answer to them - the questions cover a range of subjects: the 50's, National 

Service, Redgrove's upbringing and his contemporaries, psychoanalysis, feminism, science, theory, civic 

responsibility, humanism, prose, Redgrove's creative fecundity, and the artist in society in relation to one's 

background; Peter Redgrove in his answers to these questions refers to: Leavis, Philip Hobsbaum, the article he 

wrote for New Universities Quarterly (A Poet in Teaching, Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980), his early insulin shock 

treatment, Coleridge, Jung, the Exorcist, John Layard, Auden, the London Review of Books, Michael Tippett, Ivan 

Ilyich, Keats, Piers Plowman, Freud, Donald Davie, the book Redgrove is writing with Penelope Shuttle called 

'Deepening', Dylan Thomas, the Group, Martin Bell, Peter Porter, the Gregory Fellowship at Leeds, the Falmouth 

School of Art, Elizabeth Sewell's 'Orphic Voice', Coleridge, Goethe, Rilke, Francis Yates, John Dee, The Tempest, 

Hardy, Chesler, C. S. Lewis, Charles Williams, 'Gaudete', Agatha Christie, 'The Beekeepers', Larkin, and Neruda; in his 

next letter Redgrove discusses Rilke in relation to Leavis, Hopkins, Duns Scotus, Zen, Sewell, Shakespeare, Erasmus 

Darwin, Wordsworth, Descartes, and Jung, and discusses epiphany and mystical experience, mentioning William 

James, 'The Penguin Book of Zen Poetry' (1977) and 'Zen Poems of China and Japan', both edited by Lucien Stryk, 

John Senior's 'The Way Down and Out' (1959), and Anton Ehrenzweig's 'Hidden Order of Art' (1967).

29 . 46 01/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Hughes
Letter thanking Redgrove for the book he sent (not named), and referring to Prue's trip to Falmouth (Prue Hughes)

29 . 47 21/09/1979
George 

Fraser

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Fraser's 'Metre, Rhyme and Free Verse' (1970), mentioning Harvey Gross's 'Sound and Form in Modern 

Poetry' (1964), Wozzeck (operas of Alban Berg), Milton, Langland, and Paddy (no surname is given).

29 . 48 19/10/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
Boris Ford

Two letters discussing the idea of reviews of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' and 'The Wise Wound' for New 

Universities Quarterly.

29 . 49 13/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Claire 

Glasman

Letter discussing a book she has just read by Andrea Dworkin called 'Woman Hating' (1974), making reference to 

Jung, Genesis and the androgynous god (in connection with the myth of Adam and Lilith), and (Germaine) Greer.
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29 . 50 08/12/1978

Three letters discussing in the main 'The Wise Wound' and how the publishers do not want to commission a sequel; 

also discussed, mentioned or referred to are 'The God of Glass', 'The Dauntless Girl', 'The Mirror of the Giant', 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers', the Falmouth Art School, article Redgrove wrote for the Education Guardian (no 

details are given), Horder's free-lance work, an article Horder wrote for The Times (not named), Jon Silkin, 'The 

Beekeepers', and the TES.

29 . 51 24/11/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Unable to 

identify 

sender.

Letter discussing 'The God of Glass' in connection to 'The Wise Wound', and sending a recommended reading list, 

the items of which are discussed very briefly in the letter; the list is concerning menstruation and gynecology, and 

consists of works by A. H. Curtis, C. G. Hartman, S. L. Israel, A. Howard, W. Kroger, M Renaer and G. M. Guzinski, L. 

R. Wharton and E. Henriksen, and Parsons, Langdon and Somers.

29 . 52 25/06/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Unable to 

identify 

sender.

Thanks Redgrove for 'The Beekeepers', and makes a passing reference to his/her own book (not named).

30 . 01 01/05/1979
Five letters concerning the inclusion of some of Redgrove's poetry in 'The Oxford Book of Contemporary Verse, 

1945-80'.

30 . 02
Norman 

Franklin

Nicholas 

Hopkins

Is performing the poem Ghosts ('The Nature of Cold Weather', 1961) for part of his teachers diploma in drama, and 

is requesting some information about Redgrove, or that Franklin pass the letter on to Redgrove.  We can presume 

the letter is to Norman Franklin, even though it is addressed only to "Sir", because a compliment slip, with the 

initials NF, is attached from Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd.

30 . 03 06/10/1979

Two letters concerning the draft of an interview with Peter Redgrove, discussing or referring to 'The Wise Wound', 

'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', the film of The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973), 'The God of Glass', both 

the films Carrie (director Brian De Palma, 1976; scriptwriter Lawrence D. Cohen; original novel Stephen King), and 

Love at First Bite (director Stan Dragoti, 1979, scriptwriter and original story Robert Kaufman), Superman, and 

Forum magazine.  Copy of draft interview in archive, Ref No 30; the interview appeared in Bananas, Autumn 1979, 

pp. 8-12.

30 . 04 04/07/1977
Three letters concerning Redgrove's entry in the 1978 edition, plus a letter to Redgrove from The International 

Authors and Writers Who's Who, concerning some information for an inclusion in the ninth edition (undated).

30 . 05 15/05/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

T. W. 

Lorenzen

Letter in reference to an article on menstrual stress which uses a quote from 'The Wise Wound'.  Article in archive, 

Ref No 30, entitled Do Your Periods Make You Go Mad?
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30 . 06 08/09/1979
Gerard 

Smyth

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter in response to a review of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' by Smyth from The Irish Times 

(photocopy of review in archive, Ref No 30) on 1st September; the letter discusses in depth the poem Christmas At 

Bad Manor, which Smyth quoted from in his review.

30 . 07 06/03/1979
James 

Vinson

Peter 

Redgrove

Four letters concerning Redgrove's entry in Contemporary Poets, making reference to 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers', the Poetry Book Society, Martin Dodsworth, Peter Porter, 'The Wise Wound', Anne Stevenson, 'Jack Be 

Nimble', 'Deepening', 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems', 'Mr Hole-In-The-Day' (which became the novel 

'The Facilitators'), 'Sibyls of the Golden Dawn', 'The Beekeepers', the Guardian Fiction Prize, Penelope Shuttle, the 

Imperial Tobacco Award, 'The God of Glass', Stan Smith, and 'In The Country of the Skin'.

30 . 08 24/06/1979
Nicholas 

Shrimpton

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter in response to an article in that weeks NS about 'The God of Glass' called Love of Flying (photocopy 

in the archive, Ref No 30); the letter discusses 'The God of Glass' with reference to 'The Wise Wound', discussing the 

word "fantasy" with reference to Moorcock and Dante, and mentioning 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', the 

Poetry Book Society, and the Arts Council.

30 . 09 17/10/1978

Two letters in connection with 'The God of Glass' winning the Imperial Tobacco Awards for Radio; mentions Terence 

Lucas of Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd.  Some Imperial Tobacco Awards for Radio information, which came 

attached to the letter from Cook, is in the archive, Ref No 30.

30 . 10 05/09/1980

Marion 

Boyars 

Publishers 

Ltd

Evan S. 

Edelist
Letter about filming 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' for a thesis film.

30 . 11 02/09/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan F. 

Pater

Requesting permission to include Redgrove's poem To The Postmaster General in the forthcoming 'Anthology of 

Magazine Verse and Yearbook of American Poetry' (1981).

30 . 12 29/09/1979

Two letters; Porter has been asked to prepare the revision for The Faber Book of Modern Verse and is requesting 

permission to include the poems Intimate Supper, The Idea of Entropy at Maenporth Beach, and Minerals of 

Cornwall, Stones of Cornwall; mentions Nicole Foster of Faber.

30 . 13 15/10/1979
Maev 

Kennedy

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in response to a review of 'The God of Glass' by Kennedy in The Irish Times (23/06/79), called The Voices; 

Redgrove discusses 'The God of Glass' in relation to the author's note at the back of it and to 'The Wise Wound', 

making reference to 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' and Stan Smyth's review of it (see letter with Ref No 30 . 06); 

sends her a copy of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', which he briefly comments on, an article on dreams, and a 

review of 'The Wise Wound' from a professional journal (both the article on dreams and 'The Wise Wound' review 

are of unknown origin).  A copy of the Kennedy review is in the archive, Ref No 30.

Page 41 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

30 . 14 17/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Pearl 

Robbins

Eight letters all concerning various reviews of Redgrove's work; discussed, referred to or mentioned are John 

Horder covering the reading (unspecified) for The Guardian; 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', Samphire Poetry 

Magazine, John Gross, Geoffrey Pawling, Delta, and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; the US Tribune, Stan Gooch, 

Ms Schaeffer (Susan Fromberg), and Bill Webb; the TLS, the Times, Robert Nye, Stuart Brown, and the Literary 

Review; Anne Stevenson, The New England Review, 'The God of Glass', Carol Hansen of Routledge and Kegan Paul 

Ltd in Boston, Ambit, and the Alice Hunt Bartlett Award; a programme on Radio 4 which will include Redgrove's 

Minerals of Cornwall, and Garrard Green.  One of the letters is from Robbins to Carol Hansen, and one is from 

Hansen to the editor of New England Review - both came attached to card from Robbins to Redgrove dated 

27/01/80, and all are concerning a review of 'The God of Glass' by Anne Stevenson.  Also attached to these letters 

was a notice of 'The God of Glass' from the Western Evening Herald (17/10/79) and one from the Salisbury TImes 

(26/10/79), and a copy of a letter from Stuart Brown to the current Literary Review concerning a previous article by 

David Lodge on the teaching of Creative Writing at degree level - all are in the archive, Ref No 30.

31 . 01 15/10/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Holmes

The letter expresses his anger at Arts Council cuts for poets, and comes with a draft memo to the literature panel 

(attached).

31 . 02 28/04/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Eric W. 

White

Two letters concerning Studios for Writers, the extension of the "Writers to Schools" scheme to a writers' seminar, 

prizes for young and unknown writers at Arts Schools and Universities, and Redgrove's piece about The Writer in 

the University (probably referring to The Writer In Education document); White refers to Tom Stoppard, the Arvon 

Foundation, John Moat, Professor Frank Kermode, and Brian Cox.

31 . 03 10/09/1971
Eric W. 

White

Stanley 

Gillam

Requesting financial assistance from the Arts Council of Great Britain; estimate of expenditure and income 

attached.

31 . 04 05/11/1971
Peter 

Redgrove
John Hurst

Five letters in connection with one of Redgrove's extra-mural classes at Falmouth Art School; reference in made to a 

review of 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' by Peter Porter, in The Guardian.

31 . 05 19/06/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Charles 

Osborne

Two brief letters referring to a meeting of the literature panel on 29th June to discuss the proposal of a literary 

magazine, a report from Redgrove and Brian Cox, and the bequeathing of Redgrove's literary estate.
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31 . 06 30/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Stennett

Three letters (one undated), the first concerning a recent Literature Panel meeting, discussing The Publishing House, 

and the Cheltenham Festival, and making reference to Redgrove winning the Guardian Fiction Prize (for 'In The 

Country of the Skin'), Charles Osborne, and Eric W. White; the next two letters refer to Ronald Harwood, Patrick 

Kavanagh, Lawrence Lerner, the Cheltenham Festival and the Arts Council, the Ilkley Festival, the National Trust, 

John Daniel, and poetry readings by Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle.  A copy of a recommendation to SWA, by Peter 

Redgrove, to give money to the poet Owen Davis is attached.

31 . 07 01/10/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Victor 

Bonham-

Carter

Letter in response to two queries from Redgrove concerning the Phoenix Trust and the management of literary 

estates.  Two booklets which came with the letter can be found in the archive, Ref No 31.

31 . 08 30/06/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Mrs P. 

Bourdin

Sending Redgrove details of the Phoenix Trust on the request of Victor Bonham-Carter (from The Society of 

Authors).  The details she sent can be found in the archive, Ref No 31.

31 . 09 17/01/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Mrs Jean 

Hosking

Refers to her winning the Cornwall Federation of Women's Institute's Sonnet Competition and Redgrove's The 

Making Of Poetry course.

31 . 10 26/02/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Glynne 

Davies

Letter with reference to group meetings on a Tuesday night (possibly the Tuesday night writing group referred to in 

other letters - see Ref No 234 . 01, (dated 01/08/73), and 178 . 03.

32 . 01 07/11/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Sue 

Jackson

One note and two postcards, all undated (the date above comes from the postmark on one of the postcards); 

Jackson sent Redgrove and Shuttle a poem, called Christmas Thinking, and also refers to a poem she wrote called 

Abigails Birthday Poem which she would like to read on Tuesday (probably in reference to the Tuesday night writing 

group), mentions a play called 'George' that belongs to her mother, and a "little red card" in reference to her 

getting something published.

33 . 01 30/10/1976

Martin 

Seymour-

Smith

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter with reference to Seymour-Smith's recent article on modernism in Bananas (not named), making reference to 

'The Glass Cottage' and the Goddess and Jesus murders; sends Seymour-Smith a copy of both the Hudson Review 

interview (1975) and the Psychology Today piece ("When Is A Curse Not A Curse?" - typed copy is in the archive, 

reference number 98), making reference to Seymour-Smith's 'Sex and Society' (1975), a quote from 'The Psychology 

of Women' (Helene Deutsch, 1945), and Kinsey.  See letter with Ref No 239 . 24, which is the reply to this letter.

33 . 02 28/09/1976
Julian 

Barnes

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to a review by Barnes of 'The Glass Cottage' in the New Statesman (24/09/76) called Blood; Redgrove 

discusses the novel in relation to the Jesus and Goddess murders, making reference to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 

and the reproduction of sensations through writing.

Page 43 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

33 . 03 08/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

LaVerne 

Harrell 

Clark

Two letters one of which looks like a general circular letter sent out to a number of people; letters outline what she 

and L. D. Clark (frequently referred to just as L. D.) have been doing, referring to a copy of The Blue Cloud Quarterly 

which contains her photographs and a story by L. D. (copy of this particular issue - Blue Cloud quarterly, a magazine 

of Indian themes, Vol XXI, no. 3, 1975 - is in the archive, Ref No 33); the second letter is more personal and refers to 

her own 'They Sang For Horses', Redgrove's progress with his book (not named but is probably referring to 'The 

Wise Wound') in relation to an article she has written called Girl's Puberty Rite of the San Carlos Apache, which is to 

be published in 'The Journal of Popular Culture', and Redgrove's time at Colgate University.

33 . 04 13/09/1976

Three letters discussing in depth menstruation and its history and taboos; the discussion was prompted by Dames' 

book 'The Silbury Treasure' (Thames and Hudson, 1976) and leads to Redgrove's discussion surrounding his and 

Shuttle's 'The Wise Wound'; also discussed, mentioned or referred to are Eleusis, Kerenyi, Dewan, the Omphaloi 

(which Redgrove says are navel stones worshipped all over the world), the single-eye emblem, Jill Purce, Lionel 

Miskin, Erica Jong's 'Fear of Flying' (Secker and Warburg, 1974), Gerald Massey's 'The Natural Genesis', Neumann, 

Dames' forthcoming book called 'The Avebury Cycle' (Thames and Hudson, 1977), the Grail legends, the idea of the 

single eye in relation to dreams, Irma Wright and childbirth, and Crowley and Magick.

33 . 05 24/09/1976
Anthony 

Thwaite

Peter 

Redgrove

Brief letter concerning some poems of Redgrove's being accepted for Encounter; also refers to Eliade's definition of 

a Spinster, and 'The Wise Wound'.

33 . 06 05/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Cannot 

make out 

the first 

name, but 

the 

surname is 

Smith.

Short note regarding references for menstruation etc, referring to Ovsiankina being published in the 1920's and 

1930's in Psychologische Forsching; reference cards attached.

33 . 07 08/07/1975

Two letters mentioning, referring to and discussing Wilson's 'The Black Room' (Sphere, 1977) and 'The God of the 

Labyrinth' (Panther, 1977); Herbert Spencer; SWA (South West Arts); Redgrove's poem He Is (which he types out in 

the letter) with reference to 'In The Country of the Skin'; Paul Huson's 'Mastering Witchcraft' (Hart-Davis, 1970), 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and auto-hypnosis; Wilson's 'The Outsider' (Gollancz, 1956); the development of 

Christianity with reference to Crowley; two books which Redgrove recommends, which are barbara Brown's 'New 

Mind, New Body' (Hodder and Stoughton, 1975) and the new Arts Council Anthology (unnamed).
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33 . 08 10/09/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter about how Redgrove and Shuttle have settled in Hamilton, discussing Colgate campus; discusses the writing 

and research of 'The Wise Wound'; would like Franklin to act as a referee for Shuttle in her application for a 

Rockefeller Grant to help write 'The Wise Wound'; refers to the screen adaptation of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

33 . 09 18/01/1974

Two letters discussing the relationship between poetry and science; referring to Hindu philosophy, French 

neurophysiology in relation to dreaming, Haldane, and Arthur Koestler's 'Roots of Coincidence' (Hutchinson and Co, 

1972); the International Geophysical Year, the contraceptive Pill, and Kerenyi; Waddington the embryologist in 

relation to modern painting and histological introspection, and Frances Yates; dowsing; 'In The Country of the Skin', 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit'.

33 . 10 21/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Derek 

Toyne
Enclosing an application form (for books) and requesting further instructions.

33 . 11 04/05/1973

Two letters discussing, referring to or mentioning, the concept of "agreed reality"; changing as one reads; The 

Times; Jung; Miskin and Erich Neumann's book 'The Origin and History of Consciousness' (Princeton University 

Press, 1954); Dante; Ouspensky and C. S. Lewis; the exchanging of dreams and dream interpretation, with reference 

to Layard; Edward Burra and The Tate; The Review; Fleur Adcock and Jack Carey;the language of dreams; 'Hamlet'; 

N. O. Brown; Penelope Shuttle, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Herman Hesse, Franz Kafka, Picasso, St. John Perse, 

'Finnegan's Wake', and 'Jesusa'; Gide, Robbe-Grillet, Faulkner, and referring to reading a dream book and the Yin 

and the Yang; provides a reading list for Redgrove to consider; refers to 'Vox Dei' (Alan Marshfield, Abraxas, 1973).  

There is a note written at the top of one of the letters saying it could be Alan Brownjohn or it could be Alan 

Marshfield, but as 'Vox Dei' is mentioned, we presume it to be Alan Marshfield.  The letter from Redgrove is dated 

04/05/73, putting it before the letter from Marshfield, but it seems on reading them that the Marshfield one came 

first.

33 . 12 29/07/1976

Two letters concerned with references for the writing of 'The Wise Wound', and discussing also the possible 

relationship between women and the moon, the value of the period, and the 'howlback' syndrome which is 

discussed in 'The Wise Wound'; the article Redgrove and Shuttle wrote for Psychology Today is mentioned 

(probably referring to 'When Is A Curse Not A Curse?' - typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98); 

references include Massey, Danzel, Fuhrmann, E. M. Dewan, Samuel Weiser, Alexander Marshack's 'The Roots of 

Civilization', (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1972), Michael Dames' 'The Silbury Treasure', and Menaker (American 

Journal of Obstet. and Gynec., Vol 77, 1959, pp 905-114 - presumably referring to Obstetrics and Gynecology 

journal).  See also record with reference number 60 . 12.
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33 . 13 13/09/1976
Mr Brian 

Branston

Peter 

Redgrove

Both top and bottom copies of the same letter, implying that it was not sent; Redgrove is writing in response to 

Branston's book 'The Lost Gods of England' (Thames and Hudson, 1957), and discusses the ancient meaning of 

"Bringing Down the Moon", referring to Kerenyi and Dewan; the myth of bleeding with reference to Jung and 

dreams; Silbury and Omphaloi; Cecil Williamson at the Witch House, Boscastle; and the possibility of Branston 

coming to lecture at Falmouth Art School, making reference to Lionel Miskin; refers also to the Cornish, or Celtic, 

cross, and 'The Wise Wound' (by implication).

33 . 14 14/12/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Paddy 

Kitchen

Sending part of a letter which was written by Hopkins in 1883 to a Mrs Waterhouse, who was compiling a book of 

prayers; the Hopkins letter is sent to Bridges and discusses the doctrine of Christianity.

33 . 15 13/12/1976

Two letters discussing or referring to the birth of Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle's daughter Zoe, the 

abandoned broadcast of 'The God of Glass' because it is too near Christmas, the Hudson Review conversation 

(which Redgrove thinks took place in 1973 or early 1974), and Redgrove's poem called The Skin which was printed 

in The Stand (later appeared in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977).

33 . 16 26/09/1976
Jeremy 

Brooks

Peter 

Redgrove

Discussing a review of 'The Glass Cottage' which appeared in that days Sunday Times (we presume the review being 

referred to is one on 'The Glass Cottage' by Jeremy Brooks, dated 26/09/76, under the heading The Rest of the 

Week's Novels, a copy of which is in the archive, reference number 238); refers to 'The Wise Wound', Cornwall, the 

Falmouth Art School, and 'The God of Glass' radio play, due to be broadcast on Radio 3 on either 12th or 14th 

December.

33 . 16 26/09/1976
Jeremy 

Brooks

Peter 

Redgrove

Discussing a review of 'The Glass Cottage' which appeared in that days Sunday Times; refers to 'The Wise Wound', 

Cornwall, the Falmouth Art School, and 'The God of Glass' radio play, due to be broadcast on Radio 3 on either 12th 

or 14th December.

33 . 17 03/10/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Covering letter for one Redgrove is thinking of sending to The Observer in response to a review of 'The Glass 

Cottage' (dated 03/10/76), mentioning Jerzy Kosinski, the theme of The Goddess Murder in relation to The Jesus 

Murder, Kinsey, Sherfey, Weideger, and wondering whether The Observer would be interested in a prepublication 

copy of 'The Wise Wound' (a revised synopsis of 'The Wise Wound' is attached).

33 . 18 20/10/1976
Guardian 

Women

Penelope 

Shuttle 

(we think).

Response to an article which appeared in The Guardian Women (dated 19/10/76) called Switching off the Monthly 

Blues, by Wendy Cooper, about hormone replacement therapy; the letter discusses PMS and its similarity to sleep 

deprivation, dreaming, and work that has been done to give the period positive value.
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33 . 19 12/10/1976

Two letters discussing the present Redgrove and Shuttle made to Nye of a record (will be referring to the 78rpm 

record of Anthony Quayle speaking some Falstaff passages - see letter with reference number 239 . 18), the next 

book Nye is going to write on Merlin and Arthur (he did write a book called 'Merlin', H. Hamilton, 1978), referring to 

the Grail and 'The Wise Wound'; Redgrove's letter in return discusses in some detail the Grail, referring to 'The Wise 

Wound', a Geoffrey Ashe book called Moon and Finger (will be referring to 'The Finger and the Moon', Heinemann, 

1973), Jung, Emma Jung, Neumann, the omphalos, Joseph Campbell's 'Masks of God', Graves, and the Song of 

Solomon.

33 . 20 11/10/1976

Liz Calder 

(of 

Gollancz)

Peter 

Redgrove

Short covering letter for the Redgrove and Shuttle article for Psychology Today (will probably be referring to When 

Is A Curse Not A Curse? - typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98); mentions a Delaney-Lupton-Toth book, 

enclosing a review of it (the book is called 'The Curse: A Cultural History of Menstruation', Dutton, 1976), and is by 

Janice Delaney, Mary Jane Lupton, and Emily Toth.  The review of it is called That Time of the Month, and it 

appeared in Newsweek, 13/09/76).

33 . 21 29/09/1976

Four letters where Jackowska is asking advice about where to find information on witchcraft, which is one of the 

elements to be studied on her The Development of Scientific Thought course; Redgrove replies with numerous 

references; also discussed are Jackowska's poem Queen of Clay, which has been set to music by a composer in 

Leicester (no name is given), and also the possibility of Brian Pearce of Quarto Press using the poem as a title poem 

for a small collection; hermetism, which is the next topic on Jackowska's course, and which Redgrove offers an 

outline to and a couple of references; names and books referred to or discussed are, for the witchcraft element 

Norman Cohn's 'Europe's Inner Demons' (Chatto: Heinemann for Sussex University Press, 1975), Briffault's 'The 

Mothers', C. Kerenyi's 'Zeus and Hera' (translated by Christopher Holme, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1975), E. M. 

Dewan, Mary Chadwick, Thomas S. Szasz's 'The Manufacture of Madness' (Paladin, 1973), Levi-Strauss' 'Structural 

Anthropology' (Basic Books, 1963) and in particular chapter ten called The Effectiveness Of Symbols, the article 

Redgrove and Shuttle wrote for Psychology Today (will be referring to When Is A Curse Not A Curse? - typed copy is 

in the archive, reference number 98), and 'The Wise Wound', and for the hermetism element John Senior's 'The 

Way Down and Out' (Cornell University Press, 1959), Robert Grinnell's 'Alchemy in a Modern Woman' (can find no 

reference to this, but according to Redgrove it is published by Spring Publications), and Jung.

33 . 22
Peter 

Redgrove

Tony (no 

surname is 

given)

Brief letter outlining his work with a dance company, referring to the Gulbenkian Foundation, and thanking 

Redgrove for an application form he sent (presumably in connection with a post at the Falmouth Art School); sends 

Redgrove two Taoist talismans (photocopies enclosed).
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33 . 23 28/09/1976

Fifteen letters making up a lively correspondence sparked by a review by Clifford on 'The Glass Cottage' (the review 

was called Mid-Atlantic Hay and appeared in the TLS on 24/09/76); discussed in some depth are 'The Glass Cottage', 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and the Plath like figure which appears in 'The Glass Cottage' leading to a discussion of 

Sylvia Plath and her poetry; the correspondence seems to lead to misunderstanding and is interspersed with copies 

of letters to the TLS regarding the above mentioned review; references are made to 'The Wise Wound', W. N. 

Stephens, Mary Chadwick, the notion of The Goddess Murder, the poem Heads and Tails, Joseph Heller's 

'Something Happened' (Cape, 1974), Ellen Moers' book 'Literary Women' (Doubleday, 1976), the theory of 

'howlback' expounded in 'The Wise Wound', the article written by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle for 

Psychology Today (will be referring to When Is A Curse Not A Curse? - typed copy is in the archive, reference 

number 98), John Layard, Crowley, dreaming, Bruno Bettelheim's 'Symbolic Wounds' (Thames and Hudson, 1955), 

'Gawayne and the Green Knight', Hargreave Jennings, Philip Slater's 'The Glory of Hera' (Beacon P., 1968), William 

Arrowsmith, Paula Weideger, C. Kerenyi's 'Zeus and Hera' (Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1976), Auden, John Speirs 

and J. A. Burrows in connection with Gawayne, Donne, chapter ten of Levi-Strauss' 'Structural Anthropology' (called 

The Effectiveness of Symbols), Joseph Campbell, Thomas Hardy, Yeats and the Golden Dawn exercises, Jung's 

"active imagination", Katharina Dalton's Penguin (could be referring to 'The Menstrual Cycle', Penguin, 1969) and 

her 'The Premenstrual Syndrome' (Heinemann, 1964), and Joseph Campbell's 'Masks of God' (Secker and Warburg, 

1960).

34 . 01 23/01/1972

Three letters, two from Hughes (both undated), all discussing 'In The Country of the Skin'; the Hughes letters refer 

also to Brecht's story Caesar And His Legionary, Richard G (possibly Gilbertson), Totleigh Barton, D. M. Thomas, Jeni 

Conzyn, Michael Baldwin, and John Fairfax; the Tarling letter refers also to Beckett (by use of "Beckettian"), 

Malcolm Ritchie, Blake, Redgrove's 'Three Pieces for Voices' and Son of my Skin, Derek (no surname is given), WiP 

(possibly 'Work in Progress'), and TP (possibly 'Three Pieces for Voices').   Came with notebook 43C.

35 . 01 12/12/1983

Four letters acknowledging receipt of the 'Dracula in White' script and discussing in brief a couple of points, and 

referring to Brian Miller, Ned Chaillet, and the Grimm tales.  Came with 'Dracula in White' material, reference 

number 257.
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36 . 01 25/09/1989

Twenty-four letters, including a postcard and two compliment slips, concerning the choice of poems to go into, the 

title of, and the publishing of, 'Dressed As For a Tarot Pack'; the letters follow the initial stages of the process of 

choice through to the actual publication and distribution of the book; also discussed are details of the cover design; 

mentioned are Pearce's 'Victoria Hammersmith' (1987), 'The Black Goddess', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' by mention 

of Robyn's poems, 'The Hermaphrodite Album', John Cowper Powys' 'A Glastonbury Romance' (1933), and Donna 

Lee Iffla; letters also came with some notes on 'Dressed As For a Tarot Pack', a postcard of the cover design, and a 

certificate of posting.  Came with 'Dressed As For a Tarot Pack' material, reference number 258.

37 . 01 17/10/1988

Seven letters (including one compliment slip) discussing changes to, the title of, and the running order of 'The First 

Earthquake'; also refers to or discusses a non-fiction proposal with reference to Jacqueline Korn (we are not told 

what this may be), Alan Jenkins taking some poems for the TLS, 'The Black Goddess' and 'The Wise Wound', 'The 

Moon Disposes', 'In The Hall of the Saurians', the Harbourfront Festival, and a rejected proposal for a book called 

'The Multitudes of Water' in connection with Heathcote Williams' 'Whale Nation' (1988).   Came with 'The First 

Earthquake' material, reference number 259.

38 . 01 04/08/1977
Mr David 

Wade

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to a review by Wade which appeared in The Times (page 9), dated 30/07/77, called Black, White and 

Blue; Redgrove discusses the film 'The Exorcist' (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973); psychoanalysis and talking to ones 

demons with reference to Freud, Socrates, Blake, and Laing; 'The God of Glass' as non-christian and feminist; 

menstruation, shamanism and dreaming; refers to what Jacky Gillott said about 'The God of Glass' in The Listener 

and how it made her dream; 'The Wise Wound' and the article he and Shuttle wrote for Psychology Today ("When Is 

A Curse Not A Curse?" - typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98); and what he sees as the reasons for 

birth trauma, making reference to the French obstetrician Frédérick Leboyer.  Came with 'The God of Glass' 

material, reference number 263.  See letters with Ref No 239 . 56, which seem to follow on from this letter.
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39 . 01 12/09/1975

Twenty-two letters, including a postcard and a compliment slip, discussing the adaptation of some Grimm tales for 

radio.  The letters follow the initial ideas to the actual broadcasting of the stories; see the letter from Miller dated 

19/03/86 for an outline of his forthcoming holiday to Tunisia and his idea of returning via Italy; also discussed is the 

story called The Princess of the Dark Tower; referred to or discussed are 'The Glass Cottage', Angela Carter's 'The 

Bloody Chamber' (1979) and 'The Sadeian woman and the ideology of pornography' (1978), 'The Wise Wound', 'The 

Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', 'The Mudlark Poems and Grand Buveur', Patrick Suskind's 'Perfume' (1986), 

Novalis, 'The Secret Room', Anthony Thwaite, 'Malte Laurids Brigge' (Rainer Maria Rilke), and Philip Dunn; attached 

to the letters were a copy of Joseph Campbell's introduction to the Gollancz edition of Grimm's Tales, the 

introduction to the Routledge edition of Grimm's tales, a draft proposal by Redgrove for his adaptations, a typed 

note on Redgrove's finished scripts, a rough outline of how Redgrove sees a cast of eight can work on all six 

commissioned tales, and some handwritten notes.  Came with Grimm Tales material, reference number 264.

40 . 01 09/02/1982
Correspondence refers to the script of 'The Sin-Doctor'.  Came with 'The Sin Doctor' material, reference number 

275.

41 . 01 04/07/1985

Sixteen letters covering the initial proposal for 'The Secret Room' (to go into Channel Four's series When Reason 

Sleeps) to its eventual rejection; also refers to 'The Facilitators', 'The Beekeepers', 'Martyr of the Hives', Wynne-

Simmons' film 'The Outcasts', David Benedictus at Channel Four, 'Perpetua' (an abandoned project of Penelope 

Shuttle's to write a radio play based on the martyrdom of St Perpetua.  It was abandoned because another writer, 

possibly John Arden, was already commissioned to do a series on early saints), 'Valley of Trelamia', and the Grimm 

Tales; letters came with typed and handwritten notes/outline.  Came with 'The Secret Room' material, reference 

number 276.

42 . 01 05/06/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

A postcard and a letter; the postcard is asking for additional information on Chausson, whose Opus 21 (D major) 

was used for the music to 'Valley of Trelamia', and the letter discusses the cuts Miller made to the script for 

recording.  Came with 'Valley of Trelamia' material, reference number 277.

43 . 01 01/03/1985

Eight letters concerning the initial acceptance of 'Time For The Cat-Scene' through to the actual broadcast.  Read in 

conjunction with records for letters with Ref No's 43 . 02 and 43 . 03.  Came with 'Time For The Cat-Scene' material, 

reference number 278.
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43 . 02 08/10/1985

Nine letters concerning the critical reaction to the production of 'Time For The Cat-Scene'; Redgrove writes indepth 

explanations of the play to both French and Vine, following the Critics' Forum on the play; also referred to or 

discussed are 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', 'Valley of Trelamia', and the Grimm tales.  Read in 

conjunction with records for letters with Ref No's 43 . 01 and 43 . 03.  Came with 'Time For The Cat-Scene' material, 

reference number 278.

43 . 03 07/04/1986

Four letters in connection with the refusal of the BBC to repeat 'Time For The Cat-Scene'.  Letters for the Ref No 43 

came with copies of the letter Peter Redgrove wrote to Phillip Vine (see 43 . 02 record) printed in Words magazine, 

a listing for the Critics' Forum programme (BBC Radio 4) where 'Time For The Cat-Scene' was discussed, a review of 

that particular Critics' Forum by Craig Brown (The Sunday Times, 13/10/85) called Read All Over, three copies of a 

review by Peter Redgrove in Quarto (August 1980) called The Crash of Symbols, and a couple of longhand notes.  

Read in conjunction with records for letters with Ref No's 43 . 01 and 43 . 02.  Came with 'Time For The Cat-Scene' 

material, reference number 278.
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44 . 01 28/01/1986

Various letters, four in reference to 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' (referring to Satish, but no surname is 

given); a couple of letters in reply to reviews, one by Roger Clarke in The Listener (the review was on 'The Black 

Goddess' and appeared in The Listener on 5th November 1987, Vol. 118, No. 3036,, entitled A Whiff of Sulphur, 

though on the contents page it is listed as Peter Redgrove's Female Principle), and referring also to Bill Webb of The 

Guardian, Alex Comfort, 'The Wise Wound', and Sarah Beal, and one by Hilary Davies (the review was on Redgrove's 

'The Mudlark Poems and Grand Buveur', and Shuttle's 'The Lion From Rio', called States Of Enchantment, dated 

13/02/87), and referring also to Sylvia Kantaris, Emile Augier, Baudelaire, Mary Douglas, and Jules Michelet; a letter 

from The Poetry Book Society about Redgrove agreeing to write for the Bulletin, and referring to Jonathan Barber; a 

letter from BBC Radio Bristol about a transmission date for Grimm's Fairy Tales (to be transmitted on Radio 3); a 

letter from Contemporary Literary Criticism requesting photographs to go in the several volumes of CLC that are 

being prepared; a letter from Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd about the National Childbirth Trust wanting to use the 

poem A Visible Baby from 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; a letter from Book Forum with regards a final issue and 

a portrait on Redgrove; and a letter to Debrett's Peerage Limited with regards Penelope Shuttle's entry; there is also 

a letter from Charles Tomlinson regarding 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', and a letter from Redgrove's 

father, Gordon James Redgrove, sending Redgrove some copies of an article from the Sunday Observer by Blake 

Morrison called Poets Cornered, which features Redgrove and Shuttle (the article is undated but the letter is dated 

02/12/86).  The letters came with four copies of the Sunday Observer article (Poets Cornered), a draft copy of an 

interview with Peter Redgrove (the interview is a draft for the one which appeared in Resurgence, March-April 

1988, Issue no. 127, conducted by John Moat.  There is also a page of notes which seem to refer to the interview 

which, as the writing is the same, would indicate that it belongs with the four letters referred to at the beginning of 

this record.), drafts of the replies to the reviews by Hilary Davies and Roger Clarke (see above for details), drafts for 

what looks like the blurb to 'In The Hall of the Saurians', a copy of Redgrove's article for The Poetry Book Society 

Bulletin, and a photocopy of a reply by Michael Freedland to a review, written by Peter Conrad, of Freedland's book 

'Leonard Bernstein' (Harrap, 1987).  The reply is called 'Fresh Tales About Bernstein' and it appeared in the Sunday 

Times, 08/11/87.  Came with cuttings material, reference number 286.
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45 . 01 16/01/1985

Seven letters concerning the inclusion on an essay on Redgrove's life and work in the Dictionary of Literary 

Biography volume on 'British Poets After 1960' (edited by Vincent B. Sherry, Jr., 1985) by Mr. Lawrence R. Ries, 

which appears with the entry; refers to the Hudson Review, 'The Wise Wound', the Manhattan Review, Jung, Philip 

Fried, The Hollins Critic, the 1985 'Oxford Companion to English Literature', and the DLB (Dictionary of Literary 

Biography) Yearbook.  One of the letters was written is response to the Ries article, but was never sent.  Came with 

articles and reviews material, reference number 285.

45 . 02 22/04/1985

Seven letters concerning Redgrove winning a Cholmondeley Award for Poets, along with Dannie Abse and Brian 

Taylor, which is given by The Dowager Marchioness of Cholmondeley.  Came with articles and reviews material, 

reference number 285.  See record type Works By Redgrove, Ref No 285, for information on the Cholmondeley 

Awards.

45 . 03 18/01/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Deborah 

Bourne

Four letters all concerning permission to include Redgrove's poem Early Morning Feed (from 'The Collector and 

Other Poems') in two anthologies, the first anthology called For Father (probably became 'For Father With Love', 

edited by Helen Exley, published by Exley, 1985), and the second called A Celebration of Babies (probably became 'A 

Celebration of Babies: An Anthology of Poetry and Prose', edited by Sally Emerson, published by Blackie, 1986); the 

proposed arrangement for royalties is outlined.  Came with articles and reviews material, reference number 285.
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45 . 04 19/05/1982

Fourteen letters dealing with different subjects, in the main concerning Redgrove's work and its inclusion in books.  

The details are: a postcard from Michael Croucher (BBC) informing Redgrove of the repeat of the Leap In The Dark 

series, and outlining the running order, of which 'Jack Be Nimble' is first (dated 19/05/82); letter from Ronald 

Mason (BBC) with congratulations for Redgrove on winning the Prix Italia (dated 18/10/82 - the prize was won by 

'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions'); two letters regarding a list of Fellows' works for the biennial Report of The Royal 

Society of Literature (dated February 1983 and 04/03/83); two letters, between Redgrove and Richard D. Nolane, 

about Redgrove's story 'Our Lady of the Ice' being translated into French in a modern horror anthology (unnamed, 

but will be published by Nouvelles Editions Opta) - letters dated 04/06/83 and 09/06/83; letter from Peter Forbes 

about Redgrove's poem Thunder and Lightening Polka being published in 'A Poet's 1982' by Poet and Printer press 

(dated 28/06/83); a letter from Anne Theroux (BBC) regarding the Meridian programme on radio, which will be 

recorded at the unmanned station at Truro (dated 19/03/85); letter from Norman Franklin (Routledge and Kegan 

Paul Ltd) about a review of 'The Man Named East' by Kathleen Raine in Resurgence (dated 15/08/85) - the review is 

called A Vision of Nature, and appeared in Resurgence No. 110, May/June 1985; an award by the Tate Gallery for 

Redgrove's poem The Rothko Installation (dated 27/08/85); a request for Redgrove to complete a questionnaire so 

he may be included in The International Who's Who (letter undated); letter from Alan Jenkins (TLS) asking Redgrove 

to answer a question on influences of poetic form so that he/the comment can be included in a special poetry 

number (the letter is undated).  It looks like Redgrove's reply is written on the back of the letter in draft; a letter 

from Colin MacLean (The Aberdeen University Press) regarding an anthology entitled 'Speak To The Hills', 

requesting Redgrove contribute (the book is 'Speak to the Hills: An Anthology of Twentieth Century British and Irish 

Mountain Poetry', edited by Hamish Brown and Martyn Berry, foreword by Norman Nicholson, published by 

Aberdeen University Press, 1985); a letter from Peggy (no surname is given) regarding a drawing she did of The 

Group (the letter is undated).  Came with articles and reviews material, reference number 285.  See record type 

Works by Redgrove, Ref No 285, for Kathleen Raine piece (four copies), the TLS symposium on poetic form (two 

drafts), and a copy of the picture drawn by Peggy (see above).
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45 . 05 15/04/1985
Neil 

Roberts

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth letter in response to a TLS article by Roberts (the article was a review of 'The Man Named East' and 'The 

Working of Water' which appeared in the TLS on 28th June 1985, entitled Implicate Order) referring to, mentioning 

or discussing 'The Wise Wound', 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', David Bohm, Freud, the Cartesian impulse, 

the book 'Life Against Death' by Norman O. Brown, Wilson Knight's 'Neglected Powers', Jim Barclay (a fan of 

Redgrove's poetry), the subject of EM senses, Redgrove's 'Working of Water', his being awarded the Leverhulme 

Emeritus Fellowship for two years, and the poem Without Eyes with reference to blindness.  Came with articles and 

reviews material, reference number 285.  For a draft copy of the TLS piece, see record type Works by Redgrove, Ref 

No 285.

46 . 01 26/10/1985

Three letters; the first to Judith Kendra concerns the reprinting and setting of 'The Wise Wound', and the cover 

illustration; the second and third are really two versions of the same letter, and concerns the agreed outline of the 

book which they refer to as 'Creative Menstruation' (became 'Alchemy For Women', 1995).  Came with Menstrual 

Mandala/Creative Menstruation (Alchemy For Women) material, reference number 281.

47 . 01 27/12/1983

Seven letters concerning 'The Working of Water', from the original suggestion of Taxus printing it through to Farley 

sending Redgrove the galleys to check; also mentioned are 'The Force', 'The Apple-Broadcast',  the radio play 

'Scientists of the Strange', Boris Karloff, Mike Alexander, the Tolkein lectures, and Shuttle's 'The Child-Stealer; the 

letters came with a pamphlet advertising Taxus Press' Spring 1984 books.  Came with 'The Working of Water' 

material, reference number 280.
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48 . 01

David 

Cottington 

(Falmouth 

Art School)

Peter 

Redgrove

Three page letter detailing how Redgrove feels under-used at the Art School, discussing in turn his skill in the 

training of the creative imagination, with reference to The Group, Philip Hobsbaum, Edward Lucie-Smith, his posts 

at Leeds University, Buffalo and Colgate, Dave Westby, Denis Lowe, Trevor Bent, and Hugh O'Donnell; Jungian 

psychology; art, magic and anthropology, with reference to shamanism, tribal religions, ritual magic, modern 

witchcraft, the Golden Dawn, MacGregor Mathers, Aleister Crowley, and W. B. Yeats; the evolution of art works in 

language and the use of creative writing practice with art students, with reference to his radio plays; the 

relationship of science, medicine, imagination, and art; feminism and 'The Wise Wound'; sexuality and imagination, 

with reference to Herbert Marcuse and Norman Brown; aids to creativity, with reference to 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist' and how he had himself trained in autohypnosis and post-hypnotic suggestion in order to use the 

methods learned to write the book; dream seminars and the interaction between everyday life and dreaming; 

contemporary English poetry, with reference to an Arts Council Anthology he recently edited with Jon Silkin (not 

named); The Poetry of Cornwall and an anthology he has just edited on this theme (he will be referring to 'Cornwall 

In Verse', Secker & Warburg, 1982); and his skill at reading poetry and prose aloud.  As Redgrove refers to recently 

editing 'Cornwall In Verse', we can presume the letter was written sometime in 1982 (or maybe 1981).  Came with 

Imagination seminar/teaching material, reference number 287.

48 . 02 14/07/1983

Clayton 

Eshleman 

(editor of 

Sulfur 

magazine).

Peter 

Redgrove

Four page in-depth letter discussing or referring to a Chris Knight article (unnamed) with reference to 'The Wise 

Wound'; Spring (probably referring to Spring publications) and Hillman, Jung, and Reich; Michael Horovitz and the 

publishing of work in England; sex-magick, Crowley, Yeats, the Golden Dawn, Dion Fortune, Stener, Gerald Massey 

and his 'Natural Genesis', and 'The White Goddess' (Robert Graves, Faber and Faber, 1948); menstrual blood, 

Fulcanelli, Trenick, Von Urban, and attitudes to sex, with reference to the Hindu staircase effect, the EM spectrum, 

and the Black Virgin; the Rainbow Serpent, EM radiation, and the orgone; he then continues the letter as a reply to 

one from Eshleman, covering a Chris Knight article (presumably the one referred to earlier) with reference to Gerald 

Massey, an Adrian Stokes quote from 'Reflections on the Nude' (1967), Anton Ehrenzweig's 'The Hidden Order of 

Art' (1967), homeopathy, Hillman, Jung, Edward Whitmont's 'Psyche and Substance' (1980), Elaine Morgan, Helen E. 

Fisher's 'The Sex Contract' (1982), and the Garden of Eden and the Tree of Knowledge.  Came with Imagination 

seminar/teaching material, reference number 287.
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48 . 03 19/07/1983

Cliff (no 

surname is 

given, but 

probably 

this is Cliff 

Ashcroft).

Peter 

Redgrove

This is an in-depth four page letter, split into two parts; the first part deals with the purpose of poetry being to 

arouse the unconscious senses, and the relationship between humans and the environment, discussing science, EM 

fields, menstrual sex, the figure of the Black Virgin as an archetype into human culture, and Hermetic disciplines; 

the remainder of the letter is in response to an earlier one and discusses Plath-Hughes hermetic matters, Freud, 

Charles Rycroft's 'A Critical Dictionary of Psychoanalysis' (1968), the connection between the painting of red 

pictures and menstrual trauma, Hughes' 'Gaudete' (1977) and 'The God of Glass', 'The Sin Doctor', 'The Terrors of Dr 

Treviles', and a dream of Ashcroft's.  Came with Imagination seminar/teaching material, reference number 287.

48 . 04

Two letters; the first, from Sinason, poses some questions for an interview, and the second is Redgrove's reply to 

the questions, consisting of eleven pages; there are thirteen questions dealing with Redgrove's experience of 

Freudian analysis, his discovery of and gravitation towards Jungian psychology, how he combines poetic and 

analytic knowledge in art school work and privately, judo and what the process means to Redgrove, menstrual 

taboos and researching the topic, his daily writing practice, how he fits into the current state of the British poetry 

scene, any advice he might give to therapists who are interested in creative areas, whether he has a favourite book 

or poem among his own work, which writers have influenced him the most, what age he started writing, whether or 

not it was coincidence that put Redgrove in a collection with D. M. Black (analyst) and Don Thomas (writing about 

therapy in 'The White Hotel', 1981) all in a collection at the same time (the collection is 'Penguin Modern Poets, No. 

11', Penguin books, 1968), and his current ambitions and hopes.  Came with Imagination seminar/teaching material, 

reference number 287.

49 . 01 04/02/1983

Five letters concerning Bleakley's 'Medicine Wheel' script ('Fruits Of The Moon Tree: The Medicine Wheel And 

Transpersonal Psychology', Gateway Books, 1984), and also referring to or discussing Chris Knight, 'The Wise 

Wound', 'The Hermaphrodite Album', 'The Apple-Broadcast', Su Gearing, 'The Facilitators', Su Bleakley, and a new 

course Alan Bleakley is devising; the letters came with the first draft of a chapter for Bleakley's Medicine Wheel 

book (came with letter dated 04/02/83), and with some poems called Boys At Public Schools Training To Be 

Alchemists, Tree Lore, Hermes In The Kitchen Drawer, and West Penwith In March (came with letter dated 

23/01/83).  Came with Alan Bleakley material, reference number 289.
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50 . 01 05/03/1980

Eight letters concerning the writing by Greene of a Layard autobiography entitled 'The History of a Failure' (no 

record can be found of this) and his request that Redgrove consider writing some kind of introduction or preface to 

the book, through to the inability of Greene to get it published; also discussed, mentioned or referred to are W. H. 

Rivers, Auden, Homer Lane, Jung, Colin Franklin and David Godwin both of Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, the 

London Review of Books, Greene's book of poems (not named but possibly referring to 'Dean-man's-fall', Bodley 

Head, 1980), D. M.Thomas, the TLS, 'The Wise Wound', Humphrey Carpenter and the book he is writing on Auden 

('W.H. Auden: a biography', Allen & Unwin, 1981), Temenos, Kathleen Raine, and Harvest.  Came with John Layard 

material, reference number 288.

51 . 01 07/05/1980

Nineteen letters following 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' from the original proposal to after its broadcast and the 

entering of it for the Prix Italia; other concerns running parallel to this are the productions of 'Martyr of the Hives' 

and 'The Sin Doctor'; also mentioned, discussed or referred to are 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', the question of 

liability that may arise from a script, the Giles Cooper Awards luncheon, a Mary Watkins book (not named), a 

programme on television called 'Kamikaze Groundstaff Reunion' which was originally a radio play, Fraser Steel, a 

Living Poet and (probably Ian) MacIntyre, 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems', The Poetry Review Peter 

Redgrove special edition ( Vol. 71, No 2-3), Louis Armstrong, Bunk Johnson, George Lewis, and Jelly Rollmorton.  

Came with 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' material, reference number 296.

52 . 01 10/08/1979

Nineteen letters following the outline for 'Martyr of the Hives' which began as a development of a Bee-hum poem, 

through to the broadcast of it, including an interesting letter from Brian Miller about the keeping of bees, which 

information he obtained on a visit to a beekeeper of thirty years experience; other things discussed, mentioned or 

referred to are Marion Boyars, Penelope Shuttle's 'The Mirror of the Giant', Redgrove's poem The Five Thousand, 

Anthony Vivis, Virgil's Fourth Georgic by C. Day Lewis (Jonathan Cape, 1943), 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of the 

Great Hypnotist', 'Sibyls of the Golden Dawn', 'The Wise Wound', 'Deepening', 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 

and 'In The Country of the Skin'.  Came with 'Martyr of the Hives' material, reference number 295.
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52 . 02 12/01/1981

Seventeen letters concerning the nomination of Peter Redgrove's 'Martyr of the Hives' radio play for a Giles Cooper 

Award, discussing questions of royalties (for the contract, see record type Works by Redgrove, Ref No 295), 

permission to include it in the book ('Best Radio Plays, 1980'), and the presentation lunch; things discussed, 

mentioned or referred to include the other winners who will be included in the book, who are Stewart Parker for 

'The Kamikaze Groundstaff Reunion Dinner', William Trevor for 'Beyond The Pale', and Martyn Read for 'Waving To 

A Train'; previous years winners are listed; 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions'; Brian Miller; 'Mr. Hole-In-The-Day' 

(which became the novel 'The Facilitators'); 'The Sin-Doctor'; Penny Gold; Norman Franklin; and Deborah Rogers 

with regards the Cornish Anthology and the Arvon Foundation (we can presume the Cornish Anthology referred to 

is Cornwall: in Verse', edited and with an introduction by Peter Redgrove, Secker & Warburg, 1982  - see letters with 

reference number 24 . 71, 24 . 81, 24 . 89 (the one dated 06/12/81), and 24 . 103 in connection with this); also 

included is a compliment slip from Eyre Methuen Ltd for three copies of the Giles Cooper book ('Best Radio Plays, 

1980').  Came with 'Martyr of the Hives' material, reference number 295.

53 . 01 26/05/1979

Ten letters concerning the television play 'Jack Be Nimble' for the Leap In The Dark series, and making particular 

reference to the trance scene; also mentioned or discussed are Redgrove and Shuttle's book 'Deepening'; The 

Golden Dawn in relation to Yeats, his wife starting doing "automatic writing" whilst on honeymoon, Aleister 

Crowley, and a play Redgrove is thinking of writing around the events of the breakup of The Golden Dawn magic 

lodge (probably referring to 'The Sibyls of the Golden Dawn'); a David Rudkin script for the Leap in the Dark series 

which Croucher sends to Redgrove (we presume the Rudkin script is 'Suicide's Grave' - see record type Works By 

Redgrove, Ref No 294); 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; 'The Beekeepers'; and 'The Wise Wound'.  Came with 

'Jack Be Nimble' material, reference number 294.

54 . 01 06/02/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Dunmore

A few thoughts in retrospect on the play of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'.  Came with 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist' material, reference number 292.

55 . 01 13/08/1975

Seven letters discussing, mentioning or referring to 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares', 'The Terrors of Dr 

Treviles', the Falmouth Art School, John Russell Brown inviting Redgrove to do a platform play for the National 

Theatre, 'Menstrual Taboos', Liz Calder, Joyce Engelson, 'The Mirror of the Goddess', 'The Wise Wound', Fran 

McCullough of Harper and Row, Ted Hughes, Robert Bly, 'The God of Glass', Bob Cornfield, Kate Raby, and 'Finding A 

Ghost' which is the platform play put forward by Redgrove for the National Theatre.  Came with 'The Beekeepers' 

material, reference number 253, though none of the letters are actually concerned with this work.
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56 . 01 21/01/1974
Two letters concerning the final stages of editing for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.  Came with file 45E + 46A file which 

is in the 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' box, reference number 293.

57 . 01
Peter 

Redgrove

Malcolm 

Ritchie

Seven letters referring to or discussing a poetry reading in Norwich which Ritchie has been asked to attend, what he 

refers to as Redgrove's "force" (probably 'The Force'), 'Tantra, The Yoga Of Sex' by Omar Garrison (Academy 

Editions, 1972), Ginsberg, Ambit taking Ritchie's Transmission, 'Work in Progress' (1969), and Mr Waterman; none 

of the letters are dated, and the nature of them makes it difficult to put them into a particular order.  Came with 

Malcolm Ritchie material, reference number 290.

57 . 02
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas
Letter discussing some of Ritchie's work in general.  Came with Malcolm Ritchie material, reference number 290.

58 . 01 27/02/1984
Sally 

Vincent

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Short letter in response to an article by Vincent called Men And Women: Are They Really Different? which appeared 

in the Sunday Times, 19/02/84; letter refers to John Nicholson, Joanna Rohrbaugh's book 'Women - Psychology's 

Puzzle' (Harvester Press, 1980), 'The Wise Wound', Levi-Strauss, a book called 'The Witches Way' (Janet & Stewart 

Farrar, Hale, 1984), and one called 'Fruits of the Moon Tree' (Alan Bleakley, Gateway Books, 1984).

58 . 02 18/01/1984
Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Short letter asking for Bradshaw's comments on the omitted last chapter of 'The Wise Wound', which is due for a 

reprint with the last chapter included.  See 83 . 01 record, where it seems that Bradshaw is replying to this letter.

58 . 03 07/10/1983

Five letters, including one postcard, centring around a review of Hughes which Redgrove wrote (no details are 

given, but we believe it to be a review of Keith Sagar's 'The Achievement of Ted Hughes', Manchester University 

Press, Dec.1982), the final chapter of 'The Wise Wound' which is to be included in a new American reprint (called 

'The Menstruous Traveller'), Roberts' comments on this final chapter of 'The Wise Wound', a review Roberts wrote 

of Sylvia Plath's 'Collected Poems' (review appeared in Martin Dodsworth's magazine, English, Spring, 1982), and a 

reading tour of Yorkshire by Redgrove with the possibility of coming to Sheffield; also referred to or discussed are a 

provisional title for something Roberts has written which Redgrove is sending to Norman Franklin at Routledge and 

Kegan Paul Ltd (the provisional title is 'Vision and History in Contemporary Poetry: A Study of Peter Redgrove, Ted 

Hughes, Seamus Heaney and Geoffrey Hill'); quite an in-depth discussion of 'Macbeth', and in particular Lady 

Macbeth, and some of Plath's later poems; a reference to the book Redgrove has planned, which he is calling  'The 

Black Goddess (And The New Age)', and the German Romantics; Roethke, Donald Hall, and Redgrove's 'The Sin 

Doctor'.
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58 . 04 01/09/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Valerie 

Harms
Short note of appreciation for 'The Wise Wound', outlining how it has relevance to a particular time of her life.

58 . 05 23/02/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Marlene 

Philip

Would like to interview them as part of a radio documentary she is producing entitled The Menstrual Experience 

And Its Values, funding for which was obtained from the Canada Council Explora-Program.

58 . 06 12/01/1983
Two letters concerning a script for a menstruation film which was greatly influenced by 'The Wise Wound'; the 

working title of the script is 'Menstruation - Sickness or Health', a copy of which is in the archive.

58 . 07

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Marlene 

and Paul 

(no 

surnames 

are given, 

but it is 

possibly 

Marlene 

Philip).

A greetings card, presumably for Christmas.

58 . 08 19/04/1984

Nick 

Scudamor

e

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter concerning the film Love Streams (synopsis and other details are in the archive) in relation to the chapter on 

films in 'The Wise Wound'.

58 . 09 05/04/1990
Peter 

Redgrove

Lawrence 

Aspden
Letter concerning the purchase of the archive for the University.
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59 . 01 23/02/1984

Eleven letters centring mainly around Alan Bleakley's book 'Fruits of the Moon Tree' (Gateway Books, 1984) and the 

introduction which Redgrove will be writing for it; also discussed, mentioned or referred to are Redgrove and 

Shuttle's 'Deepening', 'The Wise Wound' and how it influenced the Bleakley book, Chris Knight, Penelope Shuttle's 

'The Child Stealer', what Redgrove calls "two witches' books" (no details are given but we presume one of them is 

'The Witches' Way' by Janet and Stewart Farrar, Hale, 1984), and 'Scientists of the Strange'; the introduction for 

'Fruits of the Moon Tree', along with some poems by the Bleakley's, are in the archive, reference number 289.  The 

letters are interspersed with ones to and from Alick Bartholomew of Gateway Books.  The final date, above, 

represents the last letter to be dated, and may not be representative of the final letter in the sequence.
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59 . 02 12/10/1983

Twenty three letters following a general correspondence from first contact until after a meeting of them all, 

stimulated by the Farrars reading 'The Wise Wound', which remains the driving point for a large proportion of the 

discussions.  Much of the in-depth discussion centres around different magical organisations, and different methods 

of meditation and initiation, referring in particular to the Farrars own order and to the QBLH (magickal) order of 

which Redgrove is a member.  Books by the Farrars referred to or discussed are 'What Witches Do' (P. Davies, 

1971), 'Eight Sabbats For Witches' (Hale, 1981), 'The Witches' Way' (Hale, 1984), 'The Twelve Maidens' (Joseph, 

1974), 'The Serpent of Lilith' (Arrow Books, 1976), The Dance of Blood' (Severn House, 1977), 'The Sword of Orley' 

(Joseph, 1977), and 'Omega' (Arrow Books, 1980); Redgrove works referred to are 'Deepening', 'Jack Be Nimble', 

'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 'The Facilitators', and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; also referred to, 

mentioned, or discussed are Redgrove's article Why The Bomb is Real but Not True (from 'Unholy Warfare', edited 

by David Martin and Peter Mullen, Blackwell, 1983, chapter IV called Art, Logic and Prophecy), and the article called 

The Dialogue of Gender (from 'On Gender and Writing', edited by Micheline Wander, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 

1983, chapter 18); other books referred to are Morton Smith's 'The Secret Gospel' (Gollancz, 1974), Arthur Waley's 

'The Way and It's Power' (Allen and Unwin, 1934), and Alan Bleakley's 'Fruits of the Moon Tree' (Gateway Books, 

1984); also discussed or referred to are a possible visit by the Farrars to CAER, "Montezuma's Revenge", the Farrar's 

tour of America, and a lecture Redgrove will be giving in London to analysts called Creativity, Healing and the Black 

Goddess.  One of the letters (dated 02/10/84) is accompanied by seven photographs tracking the meeting between 

Redgrove and Shuttle, the Farrar's, and the Bleakleys, which resulted in a visit to a stone circle, where rays of light, 

which can be seen on the photographs, are attributed by Stewart Farrar to the magical element of the meeting.  

Interestingly, this particular letter begins with Stewart Farrar extolling the virtues of his new computer, the 

description of which leads Redgrove to make a comparison with Wells' story called The Magic Shop where the man 

behind the counter experiments with his nose while his arms are folded.  The final letter in the sequence has "Not 

Sent" written on it.

59 . 03 28/11/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Malcolm 

Ritchie

Two airmail-page letter from Japan, outlining Ritchie's personal circumstances, and something he is presently 

writing (no details are given, but could be referring to 'The Shamanic Healer: the Healing World of Ikuko Osumi and 

the Traditional Art of Seiki-Jutsu', by Ikuko Osumi and Malcolm Ritchie, Century, 1987); refers to both 'The Wise 

Wound' and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' (which he calls 'The Black Goddess and the Common Sense').
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59 . 04 05/11/1987

Three letters discussing a film project concerning volcanoes for which Thatcher is trying to get funding from the 

Gulbenkian Foundation; the film is not named, but part of the material which came with these letters contains an 

old script called 'In Fieri'; also referred to are Cliff Ashcroft, Riverside, the Gulbenkian Foundation and the Arts 

Council, 'Myths and Legends of the Polynesians' (Johannes C. Andersen, C. E. Tuttle Co., 1969.  There are 

photocopies of chapter VII called Maui' (Maui-Tikitiki-A-Taranga) in the archive), 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth 

Sense', the 'Mudlark Poems', Stomboli, and the Falmouth School of Art.

59 . 05 18/03/1985

Seven letters tracking the initial idea of a book of selected Edgar Allan Poe poems and short stories with 

photographs by Simon Marsden and an introduction by Redgrove, through to the indefinite postponement of the 

project; one of the letters, dated 24/05/85, is from Redgrove to somebody called John.  No surname is given, and 

the letter refers to the idea of parallels between the German Romantics and Edgar Allan Poe.

59 . 06 20/10/1980

Six letters concerning the invitation to Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle by the Guild of Pastoral Psychology to 

talk about matters raised by 'The Wise Wound', to the actual setting of a date; the correspondence was prompted 

by Redgrove and Shuttle's reading of an article by Costello which appeared in the Journal of Analytical Psychology 

for October 1980 called Lilith or the Black Moon.

59 . 07 06/12/1983

Fifteen letters following Uglow approaching Redgrove to write an introduction for a T. F. Powys collection of short 

stories called 'God's Eyes A Twinkle' to the acceptance of his introduction; they refer to Stanley Spencer and Samuel 

Palmer when discussing the cover of the book.

59 . 08 20/05/1985

Ms 

Barbara 

Walker

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter refers to Walker's book 'The Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets' (Harper and Row, 1983), 'The Wise 

Wound', and the book 'Blood Magic: New Anthropological Approaches to Menstruation' with reference to Chris 

Knight (will probably be referring to 'Blood Magic: the Anthropology of Menstruation', edited with an introduction 

by Thomas Buckley and Alma Gottlieb, University of California Press, 1988).

59 . 09 07/06/1985 TLS

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter in response to an article in the TLS by Lorna Sage called Behind The Lines, dated 07/06/85, which discusses 

the book marketing council's promotion Writers On War, and refers to 'The Wise Wound'; they mention Lévi-

Strauss' 'Mythologiques' (in particular The Origin of Table Manners, London: Cape, 1978), T. Buckley's Menstruation 

and the Power of Yurok Women: Methods of Cultural Reconstruction (we are referred to 'American Ethnologist no. 

9', 1982); and Chris Knight's Menstruation and the Myth of Matriarchy in 'Blood Magic: New Anthropological 

Approaches to Menstruation' which they say is due out soon (will presumably be referring to 'Blood Magic: the 

Anthropology of Menstruation', edited with an introduction by Thomas Buckley and Alma Gottlieb, University of 

California Press, 1988).
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59 . 10 19/06/1985

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jay (no 

surname is 

given)

Refers to the Arts Council and a recommendation made on Jay's behalf.

59 . 11 08/09/1982

Two letters referring to 'The Wise Wound' and discussing a dream Valerie had; also discusses the idea of Valerie 

writing an article or conducting an interview with Redgrove; refers to Alix Pirani, 'The Facilitators', 'Star Wars', the 

Tavistock Gazette, and the Psychology and Psychotherapy Journal.

60 . 01 19/03/1985

Twenty letters discussing the re-issuing of 'The Wise Wound', with emphasis on a new introduction (which was 

written by Margaret Drabble), a follow-up chapter, a relaxation tape, and the cover for the new issue, and also to a 

few changes from the original; also mentioned, discussed or referred to are the programme About Time with 

reference to menstrual time; Barbara G. Walker's 'Women's Encyclopedia' (will presumably be referring to 'The 

Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets', Harper & Row, 1983); the Cholmondeley Awards; a number of ideas 

about a cover design, which are sent to Kendra; a new bibliographical note for the beginning of the book; Penelope 

Shuttle's 'The Lion From Rio' (Oxford University Press, 1986); Geraldine Thorsten's 'God Herself' (Doubleday, 1980); 

Patricia Crane's book on Draconic Astrology (we presume that what is actually being referred to here is 'Draconic 

Astrology: An Introduction To The Use Of Draconic Charts In Astrological Interpretation' which is actually by Pamela 

(not Patricia) A. F. Crane, Aquarian, 1987); and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'.

60 . 02 23/03/1985

Nine letters covering discussion of a range of texts which Redgrove and Shuttle have sent to Korn as their agent; 

there is a consistent thread concerning the re-issuing of 'The Wise Wound'; other works/projects discussed are the 

E. A. Poe project with Delian Bower (see reference number 59 . 05); some short stories by Penelope Shuttle, naming 

four of them as Shopping, The Descent of Susan Grief, Raton Ladron, and Erica and the Giant; Redgrove's play 'Time 

For The Cat-Scene', and his Grimm Story 'The Three Feathers'; also discussed, referred to, or mentioned are the 

Leverhulme Trust in relation to 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' and referring to Redgrove's sponsors 

Kathleen Raine and Frank Kermode; and Barbara G. Walker's 'The Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets' 

(Harper & Row, 1983);
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60 . 03 04/06/1985

Five letters discussing 'The Wise Wound' and Walker's 'The Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets' (Harper & 

Row, 1983), and also referring to Walker's 'The Secrets of the Tarot: Origins, History, and Symbolism' (Harper and 

Row, 1984), 'The Barbara Walker Tarot Deck' (according to the letter it is due to be published in 1985 by U. S. 

Games Systems Inc.), 'The Crone: Woman of Age, Wisdom and Power' (Harper & Row, 1985), 'The Exorcist' (director 

WIlliam Friedkin, 1973), The Ken Hamblin Show, and Chris Knight's 'Greatest Myth' (can find no reference to this).

60 . 04 30/06/1985

Paul 

Marsh (of 

Anthony 

Sheil 

Associates

)

Peter 

Redgrove
Two letters concerning the re-issuing of 'The Wise Wound' and the possibility of a further German edition.

60 . 05 08/06/1985
Chris 

Knight

Peter 

Redgrove
Sending him a copy of the Afterword to the new issue of 'The Wise Wound'.

60 . 06 24/06/1985
Two letters concerning the programme About Time, and referring also to von Franz, John Berger, and 'The Wise 

Wound'.

60 . 07 14/03/1974

Two very in-depth letters discussing menstruation widely, in relation to rhythm, and myths, and placing some 

symbolic emphasis on apples; discussed, mentioned or referred to are 'The White Goddess' (Robert Graves, Faber 

and Faber, 1948); the witch museum at Boscastle and a riddle at the entrance which Redgrove thinks refers to the 

source of human intelligence, which he discusses in relation to the Grail mysteries, a book (not named) about the 

evolution of Human Intelligence, and how a woman or man stretched out resembles a star, King Arthur being taken 

to the Isles of Avalon and a witch society in Glastonbury called the apple-ladies of Avalon; Duxbury (no first name is 

given); dreaming about patterns; 'In The Country of the Skin'; 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; 'The Hermaphrodite 

Album'; Farida Majid and George Macbeth; a novella (not named) Marshfield has written based on the film Elvira 

Madigan (film directed by Bo Widerberg, 1967); a long discussion about apples and stars and the use of misleading 

metaphors in everyday life; a quote from J. G. Ballard's 'The Atrocity Exhibition' (Cape, 1970); Irving Wardle, Liz 

Grist, Fleur Adcock, Stewart Farrar's book 'What Witches Do' (P. Davies, 1971) and Alex Saunders.

60 . 08 20/10/1975

Two letters; one is Toyne requesting on Redgrove's behalf to consult the notebook of Aleister Crowley on The 

Minor Mass of the Gnostics, and one from Zimmels answering a query about "Nida", saying it is a treatise of the 

Talmud.
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60 . 09 01/03/1975

Two letters discussing Scott's 'Aeschylus, Astronomy and Sex' (can find no reference for this) and the regulating of 

menstruation, referring to lunar intervals, C. Kerenyi's 'Zeus and Hera' (translated by Christopher Holme, Routledge 

and Kegan Paul, 1975), Eliade, de Martino, Briffault, and the witch-practice of "bringing down the moon"; discusses 

also "Omphaloi" in relation to the Grail; Redgrove discusses the "eye" of the solar eclipse in relation to 

menstruation and calls it a human bridge between the sky and the earth; refers also to Massey's 'Natural Genesis', 

and to 'The Wise Wound'.

60 . 10 24/06/1976

Two letters discussing the symbol of The Tree , half burning and half in green leaf, prompted by the ancient poem of 

Peredur; discussed, mentioned or referred to are Blake, Yeats, the Kabbalah, Halevy (no other details are given), 

Daath, the Shekinah, the Sabbath, Gareth Knight, Waite (no other details are given), Raine's book 'Blake and 

Tradition' (Bollingen series, Vol II), and Boehme (no first name is given, but could possibly be referring to Jacob 

Boehme); Cecil H. Williamson is also referred to in connection with Boscastle and Gerald (no surname is given).

60 . 11 02/11/1974

Two letters discussing the difficulties of getting together to work on the ION translation project (Arrowsmith was 

the general editor of a series of Greek translations which also included 'Seven Against Thebes' translated by Antony 

Hecht and Helen H. Bacon, 'Antigone' translated by Richard Emil Braun, 'Hippolytos' translated by Robert Bagg, and 

'Iphigeneia in Tauris' translated by Richmond Lattimore) because of work commitments for Redgrove at Colgate 

University; the letters refer to a review of the series so far by Hugh Lloyd-Jones in the TLS, 01/01/74, called Tragedy 

in Modern Times, and also mention or refer to Berlind (probably Bruce Berlind), Professor Winnington-Ingram and 

his book 'Euripides and Dionysus', (Cambridge University Press, 1948), Philip Slater's 'The Majesty of Hera' (will 

probably be referring to 'The Glory of Hera: Greek Mythology and Greek Family', Beacon P., 1968), Christopher 

Holme of the BBC, 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and a poem Redgrove sends to Arrowsmith called The Little 

Professor.
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60 . 12 26/04/1976

Three letters discussing the present research for 'The Wise Wound', which according to these letters is in its second 

draft stage; they discuss the relationship between astronomy and menstrual rhythms, referring to ancient cults and 

creation myths, and to the connection of solar and lunar calendars to hormones; the references which are discussed 

or mentioned are C. Kerenyi's 'Zeus and Hera' (translated by Christopher Holme, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1975), 

Briffault's 'The Mothers', Gerald Massey's 'The Natural Genesis' (London, 1883, reprinted by Samuel Weiser, New 

York, 1974), Danzel, Fuhrmann, an article by Frank A. Brown Jr called The Clocks' Timing Biological Rhythms from 

'American Scientist' dated Nov-Dec 1972, Aveni's books 'Essays in Native American Astronomy' (University of Texas 

Press, 1977) and 'Archaeoastronomy in PreColumbian America' (University of Texas Press, 1975), A. P. H. Scott, 

James Frazer's 'The Golden Bough', an article by Walter Menaker et al on Lunar Periodicity in Human Reproduction 

from 'American Journal of Obst, and Gynec. (presumably referring to Obstetrics and Gynecology journal), Gunn, 

Solberger, Dewan, Brown, Gilbert Murray, Joseph Campbell's 'Masks of God', John Hartland Balliere Tindall, 

McClintock, Friedman, Becker, Bachman, and von Franz' book (as he gives a reference to the publisher as Spring, 

and the date of publication as 1972, we can presume what is being referred to here is 'Problems of the Feminine in 

Fairytales').  See also record with reference number 33 . 12

60 . 13 16/10/1985

Three letters concerning some work George is doing on the social and cultural aspects of menstruation, and she 

asks for Redgrove's help; Redgrove answers with an outline of how he recognised and worked on the connection 

between menstruation, dreams and the creative process; the programme 'About Time' is also referred to.

60 . 14 06/01/1976

Two letters discussing the strong connection of the Grail with menstruation and menstrual blood, discussing birth-

trauma, Tantra, Christianity, anthropology and the menstrual taboo with reference to the witch ceremony of 

"bringing down the moon", and menstrual psychology, and mentioning 'The Wise Wound'; the references given and 

books referred to are Gawain, Bruno Bettelheim's 'Symbolic Wounds', Freud, O. Rank (probably referring to Otto 

Rank), Georg Groddeck, M. Chadwick, Jean Markale's 'Women of the Celts' (Inner Traditions International, 1972), 

George Thomson's 'The Prehistoric Aegean' (Lawrence and Wishart, 1949), and William Blake in relation to 

Margaret Rudd.
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60 . 15 12/11/1974

Two letters concerning a review of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' which appeared in the TLS on 25/10/74 called Saving 

Sensations (the name of the reviewer does not appear); this correspondence relates to a letter sent in by Redgrove 

and Shuttle in response to the review, which Sturrock is unable to publish due to space restrictions, to which 

Redgrove and Shuttle reply with a more in-depth letter which they hope will be passed on to the reviewer, 

discussing the connection between the analyst and the primitive shaman referring to Freud and Jung; the writing of 

the book and the humour in it; and also how it is intended to make people dream; they make reference also to a 

review by Hugh Lloyd-Jones on the new OUP Greek series (see record with reference number 60 . 11 - the review 

they are referring to is called Tragedy in Modern Times, and appeared in the TLS on 01/01/74) and to a forthcoming 

programme on BBCTV called 'Second House' which is a film about 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and about Redgrove 

and Shuttle's collaboration.

60 . 16 17/03/1974

Two letters which refer to Kerenyi, Redgrove's job in America (will be referring to Colgate), the understanding of 

Christianity through Greek religion with reference to Greek drama, the book Tree at the World's Navel (we presume 

what is being referred to here is Edric Allen Schofield's 'The Tree At The Navel of the Earth', Walter de Gruyter & Co, 

1970, 'The Wise Wound', Omphaloi and menstruation, Colleges of Hera, and Holme's 'Zeus and Hera' (by C. Kerenyi, 

translated by Christopher Holme, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1975).

60 . 17 20/09/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon N. 

H. 

Boardman 

Weston

Brief letter referring to some Herbal PMT tablets and including a booklet containing information on other herbal 

medicines.  The booklet is in the archive.

60 . 18 10/03/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Gerald 

Yorke

Brief letter referring to Alleyn (no surname is given), and Redgrove's hypotheses in connection to study and 

research into menstruation, referring to solar worship replacing that of the moon; refers to Kathleen (no surname is 

given, but we presume this is the Gerald which was referred to in the letters between Redgrove and Kathleen Raine, 

reference number 60 . 10).

60 . 20 29/10/1974
Lionel 

Miskin

Peter 

Redgrove

Outlines the meaning of "Miskin" as Redgrove found it in Massey's 'Natural Genesis', referring also to Jung and 

Freud; outlines his Poetry and Magic class (which he taught at Colgate); refers to Francis (no surname is given) and 

John Wilkinson.
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60 . 21 20/09/1975

Five letters discussing the writing of 'The Wise Wound' and the magical aspect involved in the study of 

menstruation, following an initial enquiry by Redgrove about a book by Kenneth Grant called 'Crowley and the 

Hidden God' (Muller, 1973) to d'Arch Smith writing to Gerald Yorke to introduce Redgrove; the correspondence 

ends with Redgrove being directed by Yorke to a Crowley notebook at the Warburg Institute; discussed, mentioned 

or referred to are 'The Hermaphrodite Album', Dr. Gall, Briffault's 'The Mothers', Jean O-F, Massey, G. Bourke's 

'Scatological Rites of All Nations' (Washington, 1891 is given as a reference, though we can find no record of this)', a 

reading at the Poetry Society, a performance of 'I Is Another' at the Cheltenham Festival, 'Sons of my Skin', 

'Bibliography of Sex Rites and Customs' (by Roger Goodland, Routledge & Sons, Ltd., 1931), Adolf Gerson, 

'Anomalies and Curiosities of Medicine' (by George M. Gould and Walter L. Pyle, W.B.Saunders, 1897), Marie 

Stopes, Frazer's 'Golden Bough', Jung's 'Psychology and Alchemy', an review by Douglas Dunn in Encounter 

magazine (the review which is being referred to here is called Ways of Booming, September 1975, pages 76-80, and 

is on 'Sons of my Skin'), and Freud.  See 89 . 01 record for correspondence between Redgrove and Gerald Yorke 

which arose out of this correspondence.

60 . 22 02/01/1974

A long letter from Redgrove in reply to a request for information from Kavanagh about the meaning of patterns and 

symbols; Redgrove offers a number of references, and also discusses colour symbolism, with reference to Goethe's 

notion of colour as a collision between darkness and light; offers explanations specifically on Chevrons, and on the 

Circle and the Cross, and also does some doodles with brief explanatory notes.

60 . 23 06/12/1973

Robert (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Four page letter discussing The Grail in Christian and non-Christian terms, with reference to a particular communion 

service at Exeter; the state of Love in relation to the Church and to Jesus and in relation to being in love, and how 

this experience can be either Christian or Pagan; this leads into a discussion of Redgrove's doctrine, which he 

discusses in terms of the practice of poetry and consciousness, and leads back to The Grail and to a specific time in 

1970 where he attended a Mass of the Grail and saw a vision which connected The Grail with menstruation, and 

which has guided him ever since; he also discusses, mentions or refers to the National Liberal Club, P. J. Kavanagh, 

Bill Webb and his wife, Jack Clemo, John Donne, and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

60 . 24 16/03/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Charles 

(no 

surname is 

given)

Letter discussing an article by J. C. A. Rathmell called Explorations and Recoveries - I: Hopkins, Ruskin, and the 

Sidney Psalter, which appeared in London Magazine, September 1959, Vol. 6, No. 9, pages 51-66, and discussing in 

particular a phrase which appears on page 61 about the Charpente of music; Charles refers to Yeats, Hopkins, 

Mozart, Bach, Purcell, Milton, Wordsworth, and his own collection due to be published in October (not named).
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61 . 01 24/09/1973

Six letters concerning the Selected Poems 1954-1974 (which is of course 'Sons of my Skin') with an introduction by 

Marie Peel; also discussed is 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', the radio play of 'In The Country of the Skin', and a book by 

Marie Peel of her own essays.

61 . 02 11/07/1973

Thirty six letters discussing in great depth Peel's selection for and introduction of 'Sons of my Skin'; see in particular 

the letter dated only by "Monday 13th" (the actual date is 13/05/74), of which there are two copies, where 

Redgrove sees the final selection for the first time, and discusses how important such feedback is to a writer; letters 

dated 09/06/74, 15/06/74, 20/06/74, and 24/06/74 all deal with the choosing of an additional title to 'Selected 

Poems...'; many things are mentioned, including Books and Bookmen for whom Peel writes on a regular basis, and 

in particular her article called Towards Good Conclusions: The Poetry of Peter Redgrove, which appeared in the 

April edition, 1973 (a copy of which is in the archive, and which has a note on it referring to 'In The Country of the 

Skin' being in the June 1973 issue); also discussed at various points is the possibility of Peel publishing a book of her 

essays with Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd; Redgrove leaving for America is also mentioned, as is the ION project 

(indeed this is mentioned early on in the correspondence when Redgrove was first approached to do the project 

and did not know which text he would be working on).  The Keyname field in this record represents all of the people 

either discussed at length or merely referred to in this correspondence.

62 . 01 13/06/1978 Five letters trying, and failing, to decide prize winners for the Helix poetry prize.  The entries are in the archive.
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63 . 01 12/10/1976

Thirty six letters; letters dating 12/10/76 - 12/04/79 deal with the Cornish Poems radio programme called 

'Cornwall's Redgrove' (broadcast on 16/02/79 on Radio 3 and repeated on 22/04/79, again on Radio 3); during this 

correspondence, Redgrove had to cancel recording arrangements twice, and he mentions in letter dated 01/07/77 

about leaving Cornwall and going to London; also discussed, mentioned or referred to is the transmission of 'The 

Little Professor' (broadcast on 10/01/77 on Radio 3); the Manchester Poetry Centre; 'In The Country of the Skin'; 

the poem Or Was That When I Was Grass (from 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 1979); the transmission of 'The 

God of Glass' (21/07/77); 'The Holy Sinner'; 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'; the sequence Living In Falmouth 

for the London Magazine (Called simply 'Falmouth' in the magazine, October 1977 edition, pages 10-19 - see letters 

with reference number 63 . 02); the Westward Look programme (see letters with reference numbers 185 . 17, 185 . 

20 and 185 . 21); The Listener; the unmanned radio station at Truro with reference to Poetry Now, Playbill, and 

Kaleidoscope; the Living Poet programme (recorded with links when Redgrove was in New York); Brian Miller with 

reference to Penelope Shuttle's play 'The Dauntless Girl'; Redgrove's poem Happiness (from 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers' - there is also a copy of the small press printing of the poet in the archive, reference number 283, 

printed by The Priapus Press, 1978.  Presumably this is what is being referred to in the correspondence); and the 

PBS (Poetry Book Society).Letters dating from 08/01/80 - 24/06/81 discuss the link between poetry and psychology, 

and meditation and "meditative verse" as the process of bringing hidden things to light; the letter in this sequence 

dated 11/02/80 discusses this in some depth, and Redgrove also provides a list of poems which he links to 

meditation; other things discussed, mentioned or referred to are the Golden Dawn; a Bananas interview 

(presumably referring to the interview in Bananas Autumn 1979 issue, number 17, pp. 8-12 - there is a copy in the 

archive, reference number 30); a play he is writing called 'The Sibyls of the Golden Dawn'; an article from Quarto 

(no details are given); 'The Wise Wound' as a book about imagination and symbolism, mentioning also 'The White 

Goddess' (Robert Graves, Faber and Faber, 1948); Yeats and his wife in relation to automatic writing; Coleridge's 

definition of Imagination, and Jungian thought;  Rainer Maria Rilke's 'Sonnets To Orpheus' and 'Duino Elegies'; The 

Listener; Don Juan (and Castaneda); the TM craze in the early seventies (he is referring here to Transcendental 

Meditation); dream analysis and the writing of 'The Wise Wound'; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; refers to a 

book he and Shuttle are writing called 'Deepening'; Poetry Now; a Living Poet selection from 'The Apple-Broadcast 

and Other New Poems' (which is discussed with the possibility of Brain Miller doing it); Poetry Review; Helix; and 

the Ilkley Festival.  The Keyname field in this record represents all of the people either discussed at length or merely 

63 . 02 16/05/1977

Six letters concerning a poetry sequence with photographs for London Magazine (Called simply 'Falmouth' in the 

magazine, October 1977 edition, pages 10-19), arising out of an idea to write some prose called Living In Falmouth; 

Simon Culliford, who prints the photographs for Redgrove, is mentioned, as are some photographs Redgrove took 

of snowfall in upstate New York which then went into an exhibition, along with accompanying poetry, at the 

Falmouth Art School; Redgrove ponders on developing this idea of poetry with photographs actually taken by the 

poet.
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64 . 02 30/08/1977

Nine letters attempting to set up readings in Oxford and Reading sometime in the following year; see in particular 

letter dated 11/10/77 where Redgrove offers first reactions to Stevenson's book 'Enough of Green' (Oxford 

University Press, 1977), and her reply, dated 15/10/77; other things mentioned or referred to are a review 

Stevenson has done on 'From Every Chink of the Ark' for the TLS (the review is called The Voice of the Green Man, 

which appeared in the TLS on 18/11/77); 'Ten Poems'; Serpentine Gallery; William Blake; 'Aesculapian Notes'; 'In 

The Country of the Skin'; 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'; and Stevenson's book 

'Correspondences' (Oxford University Press, 1974).

64 . 03 01/05/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter J. 

Foss
Short letter inviting Redgrove to do a reading.

64 . 04 11/11/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Hugh Allan

Two letters trying to arrange for Redgrove to come and give a reading; refers to Bob Bamberg, the Arts Council in 

connection to the Writers' In Schools scheme, 'Wild Oats' at Piccadilly Theatre (possibly referring to 'Wild Oats: or, 

The Strolling Gentlemen: A comedy, in five acts', written by John O'Keefe, Esq), Sandy Parkinson of Lincolnshire and 

Humberside Arts, Roland Miller, and Paul Scott winning the Booker prize.

64 . 05 12/02/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

David (the 

surname is 

difficult to 

make out, 

but it 

looks 

something 

like 

McIlwraith

).

Wonders if Redgrove would be interested in talking to students at the college.

64 . 06 11/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

R. A. 

Cooper

Letter concerning the council of the West Country Writers' Association 1974 Congress, and also the splitting up of 

the area into five regions; refers to Alan Sillitoe and Mr. Norman St. John Stephens (the then Minister of Arts).

64 . 06 11/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

R. A. 

Cooper

Letter concerning the council of the West Country Writers' Association 1974 Congress, and also the splitting up of 

the area into five regions; refers to Alan Sillitoe and Mr. Norman St. John Stephens (the then Minister of Arts).
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64 . 07 15/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

John F. 

Evans

Four letters, including a copy of a letter from Evans to Peter Porter.  The letters follow up a Poetry Workshop 

chaired by Redgrove and a reading by him at the Stroud Festival of 1973; Redgrove going to Colgate is referred to, 

and because of this, Evans writes to Peter Porter to ask him to be Guest poet at the 1974 festival, and to chair the 

Poetry Workshop that year as Redgrove will be unavailable; also refers to Roger Garfitt, Roger Stennett, and Lord 

Moyne.

64 . 08 13/11/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Graham L. 

d'Albert

Wonders would Redgrove be able to visit them to give a reading and have a discussion of his work the following 

February or March.

64 . 09 16/11/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Robert 

Welch

Wonders if Redgrove would like to do a reading or have a discussion about his poetry, thinking that a night where 

Redgrove and Shuttle talked about collaboration may be interesting; refers to Redgrove's time as Gregory Fellow at 

Leeds (1962-1965).

64 . 10 11/01/1977

Seven letters all concerning Redgrove being invited to read at the various courses for the Arvon Foundation; also 

mentioned is the possibility of South West Arts finding other engagements for Redgrove whilst he is in the area; 

people referred to in connection with the courses are Don Thomas, Nicki Jackowska, Charles Causley, Jeni Couzyn, 

Roger Stennett, Frances Horovitz, Colin Falck, Sylvia Kantaris, and George Macbeth.

64 . 11 19/08/1977

Five letters; the first letter in this correspondence seems unconnected to the others, where Beer is thanking 

Redgrove for some (unnamed) pieces, and refers to Coleridge and Blake; the other four letters are trying to arrange 

for Redgrove to come to Cambridge to give a lecture, following the publication of 'The Wise Wound', though with a 

literary slant; Plath and Hughes are referred to.

64 . 12 25/09/1973
Peter 

Redgrove
E. J. Gale

Two letters; would like to invite Redgrove to take part in the 'Six Writers' course, but it transpires that there would 

be no place for Penelope Shuttle as there is only one place left on the course, so it is put off for now.

64 . 13 01/06/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Jonathan 

Barker

Glad Redgrove has agreed to give a reading from 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' in the Arts Council book shop of 

Thursday 19th July 1979; refers to Terence Lucas of Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd.

64 . 14 04/11/1975

Six letters; the first five are concerned with a Writers on Tour group visiting Lincolnshire; discussed or referred to 

are Ander Gunn (brother of Thom Gunn) who did the photographs for Redgrove's publicity brochures; 'The Holy 

Sinner' being broadcast on 18th November (1975), and the broadcast of 'Dance The Putrefact' (due on 18th 

November 1975), both on Radio 3; the Cheltenham Festival where Redgrove, Shuttle and Frances Horovitz 

performed ('I Is Another'); and the idea of a follow-up anthology by all the writers on the tour; the final letter refers 

to one Redgrove sent to Charles Osborne regarding the Arts Council's Writers in Schools scheme.
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64 . 15 26/04/1977
Twelve letters concerning a weekend of readings to launch/celebrate the new 'Poetry South East 2' anthology; 

referred to are 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit'; 'In The Country of the Skin'; and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

64 . 16 10/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Sam 

Wanamak

er

Six letters concerning a reading night as part of the 1974 Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations; the correspondence 

follows Redgrove agreeing to take part, to the final letter expressing regret that Redgrove is not well and therefore 

cannot attend; Anthony Thwaite is mentioned as the organiser and editor of the publication 'Poems For 

Shakespeare III' (Globe Playhouse Trust Publications, 1974).  See also letters with reference number 64 . 44.

64 . 17 16/01/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
Martin Bax

Short letter about whether Redgrove will be able to give an Ambit reading on 8th March (1979); refers to financial 

difficulties for Ambit and to the Arts Council grant.

64 . 18 26/04/1979

Two letters; Pickering invites Redgrove to give a lecture on paranormal subjects and such like, after he had been 

recommended to her by Peter Farr, but he is unable to make the dates and so recommends in turn Stan Gooch, 

referring to Gooch's 'Total Man' (Allen Lane, 1972), 'The Paranormal' (Wildwood House, 1978), and 'Guardians of 

the Ancient Mysteries' (we presume Redgrove if referring here to 'Guardians of the Ancient Wisdom' Wildwood 

House, 1979).

64 . 19 07/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Chris 

Bendon

Hoping that Redgrove will consider taking part in a series Bendon is trying to arrange at the college where he will 

get as many poets together as possible and to also introduce younger writers.

64 . 20 18/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Mrs J. C. 

Blackwood
Inviting Redgrove to do a reading on 12th October 1979.

64 . 21 23/12/1975

Twenty four letters all concerning the setting up of readings for Peter Redgrove and also for Penelope Shuttle; the 

venues and people referred to or discussed are the Poetry Society, Michael Rose of Poetry in Croydon, Laurence 

Baylis of Dial-a-Poem, Julian Nangle of Words Etcetera, the Greater London Arts Association, a South East Arts tour 

for either 17-19 June or 24-26 June 1977, the Poetry Book Society's Poetry and Music Week at the Wigmore Hall in 

London (on 27th July 1977), Joanna Brendon of St. John's Smith Square, Leonie Scott-Matthews of Pentameters, the 

Ripley Poetry Association in Bromley, and Elizabeth Jennings; also mentioned is the Gulbenkian Conference on 13th 

July 1976.

64 . 22 12/12/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter F. 

Mason 

and 

Jennifer 

Curry

Three letters tying to arrange for Redgrove to come and give a reading at the centre, which however seems 

impossible at this time.
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64 . 23
Peter 

Redgrove

Robert G. 

Sheppard

Sheppard will have to give up the running of the Poetry Society (the only clue we are given as to which one are the 

initials UEA) as he is going in to his final year (presumably at University), mentioning Redgrove's menstrual works 

and the Hudson Review; refers to a letter from Redgrove (no details are given) mentioning John Broadbent.

64 . 24 02/05/1979
Peter 

Redgrove
P. Hewitt Inviting Redgrove to give a reading during their next literary series.

64 . 25 29/06/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

R. H. 

Holmes

Two letters inviting Redgrove to come a speak to the students about his work, which it seems he is unable to do at 

this time.

64 . 26 28/11/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Dawson
Wonders if Redgrove would be willing to take part in the Lunchtime Poetry Readings at the 1979 Festival.

64 . 27 27/10/1978
Peter 

Redgrove
Alan Harris Wonders if Redgrove would be able to visit for a poetry reading after March 1979.

64 . 28 01/02/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

M. T. M. 

Casey 

McCann

After reading 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' in Greece, he would like to invite Redgrove to conduct a seminar or 

read some of his poems at the school.

64 . 29 30/07/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

David 

Kempson, 

M. L. 

Polling, 

and Lynne 

Williamso

n, all of 

Oxford 

University 

Poetry 

Society.

Three letters all inviting Redgrove to come a give a reading to the Society; the final letter invites both Shuttle and 

Redgrove to come and read at the second Oxford Poetry Festival, running from 3rd to 11th May 1980.
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64 . 30 09/01/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Ella 

Halkes? 

(the 

surname is 

difficult to 

make out).

Refers to a reading Redgrove gave the previous November (23/11/78) and also lists the books by Redgrove which 

they kept after that reading.

64 . 31 30/09/1976

Seven letters; the first five are in connection with Redgrove being invited to Wales to do a reading (these letters 

range from 30/09/76 - 03/11/76), and the final two are inviting Redgrove to the May Poetry Festivals in Wales for 

1978 and 1979; 'The Glass Cottage', 'The Wise Wound', and the imminent birth of Redgrove and Shuttle's daughter, 

Zoe, are all referred to.

64 . 32 11/05/1976

Two letters inviting Redgrove to take part in Poetry Northwest, the 1976/7 series of poetry readings, and to which 

he replies that he would like to put a date off until Autumn 1977 due to the book he and Shuttle are writing (will be 

referring to 'The Wise Wound') and the imminent birth of their daughter, Zoe.

64 . 33 16/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Burns and 

Paul 

Johnstone

Two letters, the first expressing regret that Redgrove will not be able to attend that years Festival (1974), referring 

to the States, and the second inviting Redgrove to take part in the 1977 Festival.

64 . 34 05/11/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Ian 

Watson
Confirming a reading by Redgrove on November 25th at the Information Centre Bookshop.

64 . 35 02/06/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Eileen 

Warren

Two letters; the first introducing Matchlight to Redgrove and referring to a poem of his from Meridian II being 

included in that month's programme (June), and also mentioning Sean Barrett; the second asking Redgrove to sign a 

Permission Letter in keeping with a new, more formal procedure at Matchlight, and also refers to his play (as the 

broadcast date is given as 21st July 1977, the play she is referring to will be 'The God of Glass').

64 . 36 07/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Abulafia

Three letters concerning a series of talks called Writers Talking which Abulafia is organising; refers to Robert Nye's 

Falstaff (Hamilton, 1976) and a stage adaptation of it that Nye and Abulafia are working on, 'The Holy Sinner' and 

'The God of Glass'.  None of the letters have years on them, but as Abulafia refers to the broadcast of 'The God of 

Glass', we can date them as 1977.
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64 . 37 01/08/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Guedalla
Inviting Redgrove to attend a British Poetry Conference being held at the Polytechnic.

64 . 38 15/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas
Inviting Redgrove to come and do another reading at the college.

64 . 39 04/05/1976

Two letters inviting Redgrove to come and give a reading to the members of a course called Approaches to 

Literature, which he can not do due to an unrealistic offer for the fee; refers to the Poetry Secretariat and the 

Writers' Guild.

64 . 40 06/11/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Joanna 

Brendon

Refers to a reading Redgrove gave for which she was absent; mentions Rosemary Cohen; there is a note on the 

bottom of the letter from Peter (the last name is difficult to make out, but it looks something like Furrows).

64 . 41 23/03/1977

Seven letters discussing the possibility of a trip by Redgrove to Holland to visit different Universities for a series of 

talks/readings, which unfortunately is bad timing for Redgrove as it is when 'The Wise Wound' is being published; 

the final letter is a re-opening of the idea; also referred to are Leeds University, the Poetry Week at Wigmore Hall 

(1977), the Rembrandt's (in Holland), and 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.

64 . 42 14/10/1977
Four letters concerning readings in Bromley and Croydon, and a covering note from Ellis regarding contracts and 

Dial-a-Poem.

64 . 43 14/04/1978

Eight letters trying to arrange dates for Redgrove to come and do readings at Glasgow and Strathclyde Universities, 

with the possibilities of other places in Scotland also, but unfortunately the timing is never quite right.  The letters 

from Gray are dated 1977, but both Redgrove's and McCarra's are dated 1978.  One of the reasons that Redgrove is 

unable to undertake the readings is due to an impending visit from the degree validating body for the Art School, 

the CNAA, and as this visit is referred to in letter dated 29/10/78, reference number 64 . 11, we can presume that 

the correspondence for this reference number, 64 . 43, was also written in 1978, and that Gray mistook the year.

64 . 44 18/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite

Two letters, the first asking Redgrove to accept a commission to write a poem to celebrate Shakespeare's birthday, 

and the second thanking Redgrove for the poem; this is in connection to the Globe Playhouse Trust and Sam 

Wanamaker (see letters with reference number 64 . 16).

64 . 45 14/07/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Jamie 

Darke and 

Andrew 

Hall

Three letters trying to arrange a date for Redgrove to come and give a reading; refers to Thom Gunn giving a 

reading in May 1974.
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64 . 46 13/06/1977

Seven letters; the first five are concerned with trying to set a date for Redgrove to come and read at the National 

Poetry Centre, mentioning or referring to Fleur Adcock, Redgrove's reading tour of the South East, the Poetry Week 

at Wigmore Hall, and D. M. Black; the final two letters are formal invitations for Redgrove to come and read at the 

National Poetry Centre, referring to Elaine Randell in one of them.

64 . 47 16/01/1976

Thirteen letters; the first nine in the correspondence are concerned with a poetry reading on 29th May 1976, where 

Redgrove will be paired with Jack Clemo, but this date was eventually cancelled due to small audience booking.  Of 

particular interest are the letters discussing the fact that the reading has been advertised wrongly, with no mention 

of Redgrove in the Southwest Arts bulletin advertisement, leading Redgrove into a discussion of why poets do 

readings, which is rarely for the financial gain, and the relationship between a poet and the audience; the last four 

letters are concerned with setting up another reading, for 12th February 1977 (see letters with reference number 

66 . 05), and Redgrove wonders if Mason had considered pairing him with Ken Smith for that particular reading, 

who he says is launching the new South West Arts Literary Review at about the same time as the reading is being 

arranged for; also mentioned or referred to are 'The Glass Cottage', 'From Every Chink of the Ark', Grimm's Fairy 

Tales, 'The Dauntless Girl', and Brian Miller of the BBC.

64 . 48 14/09/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Tony?

Two letters; one discussing the re-setting up of a poetry group and the hope that Redgrove will come and read, and 

the other written after a reading by Redgrove to the same group; Derek Power, 'The God of Glass', 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark' (referring in particular to Dog Prospectus), the National Poetry Secretariat, and 'In The Country of 

the Skin' are all referred to.

64 . 49 11/10/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

An invitation to read at the University of Technology, Loughborough, Leicestershire.

64 . 50 03/10/1975

Three letters; Green invites Redgrove and Shuttle to give a joint reading for South Devon Arts, but Redgrove writes 

back with valid reasons why they must refuse, naming lack of audience interest as the main reason; however, sees 

an alternative as coming to perform 'I Is Another' as he, Shuttle and Frances Horovitz did at the Cheltenham Festival 

(1975), a programme which he thinks has some advantages for the audience; Green writes back saying he will do 

what he can; John Scotney (BBC Radio 3) is referred to in connection with accepting a script of Green's (unnamed).
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64 . 51 19/02/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

(cannot 

make out 

the 

surname)

Refers to a reading at his school (cannot make out the name), John Cotton, and a reading in what looks like Hemel 

Hempstead.

64 . 52 22/06/1974

Peter (no 

surname is 

given).

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the dates for recording some poems from 'Sons of my Skin' (edited by Marie Peel) which he would like to 

get done before going to America (to Colgate); refers also to a film being made by the BBC (no details are given but 

could be referring to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' - see letters with reference number 183 . 42) and a film involving 

the local Arts Association (no details are given).

65 . 01 18/09/1976

Tara Prem 

and Anne 

Head 

(BBC)

Peter 

Redgrove

Wonders if there is any news of the script 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' which he sent to them some months 

ago, and sends them his new novel 'The Glass Cottage', which he thinks would be stunning for television; refers to a 

letter by James Cellan Jones in Writers' News, which sparked this particular enquiry, Brian Miller (BBC Radio Bristol), 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' from which the 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' incident is taken, and Marion 

Boyars' Signature series.

65 . 02 17/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Jenny 

Brewer
Has passed the script of 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' onto Tara Prem.

65 . 03 28/12/1973

Three letters; two are short notes concerning programmes that are no longer running; the third, sent by Redgrove 

to Stoner, concerns a Westward Diary Children's Poetry Competition which Redgrove was asked to judge, and which 

reveals his concerns about the way children are being taught to write in the South West area, as oppose to other 

areas where he sees a marked difference.

65 . 04 31/03/1977

Three letters; Rose is trying to put a series of programmes together which reflect the experiences of writers during 

World War Two; Gordon writes to Redgrove and Shuttle with the proposal, and Redgrove replies with an outline as 

to what he would do for his programme.
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65 . 05 05/10/1976

Twelve letters following the fate of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' as a possible television play to the point 

where it is due to be published as a novel; underlying much of the discussion is the question of when 'The God of 

Glass' will be broadcast on Radio, and this script is used by Redgrove regularly in the correspondence to illuminate 

how he thinks, especially with regards to 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; also mentioned, discussed or referred 

to are 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' which turned out too strong for Thames TV; Crowley, taboo and magic; 

the article When Is A Curse Not A Curse? (typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98) for Psychology Today; 

Elaine Steel in connection with the subject of whether writing can be considered as a fine art; the "Padstow thing" 

(see letter dated 27/10/76 - no details are given); the scripts for 'Our Lady of the Ice', 'Dance The Putrefact', and 'All 

The Black Mirrors'; Brian Miller; a half hour play Redgrove did for Plymouth Theatre on the hypnotist theme (no 

more details are given); Westward TV; a platform play he did for the National Theatre (presumably referring to 

'Finding A Ghost'); Redgrove refers to his book of poems as Pick of the Year for The Guardian (not named, but the 

letter is dated 1977) and to the feminist book he and Shuttle are writing ('The Wise Wound'); and 'A Book of 

Contemporary Nightmares' (ed. Giles Gordon, Joseph, 1977).

65 . 06 07/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Wonders if Redgrove would like to send something for the next series of half hour scripts which they will be doing.  

This will be the beginning of the 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' episode.  See other letters to and from Rodker 

(discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 . 15, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 

71).

65 . 07 20/02/1976

A letter from Rose inviting Redgrove to come to an informal meeting along with other writers to discuss general 

drama topics, mentioning both Tara Prem and the programme she produces called Second City First (an exact same 

copy of this letter was also sent to Penelope Shuttle but is no longer in the archive), and a reply on behalf of both 

Redgrove and Shuttle regrettably declining the offer due to a prior commitment (teaching a writing course), 

referring to Brian Miller, and the Padstow 'Obby 'Oss.

65 . 08 05/10/1975 Mr Fleet

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

A letter offering a television presentation of 'I Is Another' performed at the Cheltenham Festival by Redgrove, 

Shuttle and Frances Horovitz; refers to The Writers' Guild, an article in Cornish Life on Redgrove and Shuttle (will be 

referring to the article which appeared in Vol 2, No 9 entitled 'Poetic Encounter'), 'The Holy Sinner', and 'Dance The 

Putrefact'.

65 . 09 03/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Reinhold

After reading through the script of 'I Is Another', he can see no way of using it for their next Arts programme, 

thinking it may be too difficult for their viewers.
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65 . 10 08/01/1974

Nine letters discussing the possibility of filming 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; there is some urgency to this as 

Redgrove is getting ready to go to America in August to take up his post at Colgate University; also discussed, 

mentioned or referred to are 'Sons of my Skin' (Selected Poems, ed. by Marie Peel); 'Selected Plays' (published by 

Gollancz); the Guardian Fiction Prize (won by 'In The Country of the Skin'); Charles Causley; 'The Girl Who Lost Her 

Glove'; 'Dance The Putrefact'; Bill Morton (BBC); and Leonie Heaton who is making a film based on Redgrove's work 

generally (this is probably the Leo Heaton of the two 184 . 14 letters)  It seems that this correspondence is the 

middle of a larger group.  The final letter has no year on it, but we take it as 1974 because it fits into the sequence 

set up in this particular correspondence.

66 . 01 14/03/1977

Two letters, between Redgrove and Hall, open the correspondence, and the following fourteen are between 

Redgrove and Russell Brown; the first six letters concern 'The God of Glass' and 'Our Lady of the Ice' which Redgrove 

sends to the NT for consideration, referring also to a 'The Holy Sinner' being broadcast; there is then a break of 

almost three months before Redgrove is approached by Russell Brown with the chance of a commission, and the 

next four letters deal with this idea, involving Redgrove sending Russell Brown a copy of the play he did for 

Plymouth Theatre Company to use as a basis for discussion (the play is not named but we can presume he is 

referring to 'The Hypnotist' - this is referred to in records with reference numbers 232 . 94, letter dated 24/01/78, 

232 . 95, letter dated 02/02/78, and 232 . 96, letter dated 27/02/78), and 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows' 

is also referred to; there is again a break, of almost four months this time, where we can presume Redgrove was 

writing his platform commission, which became 'Finding A Ghost'.  This was not put on at the NT due to Russell 

Brown's view that it would be difficult to stage and that it is not really a platform play.  Redgrove cannot see Russell 

Brown's point, and he refers to a platform play he did see at the NT called 'The Groucho Letters' (Michael Kustow) 

as illustration of his arguments in favour of his own play 'Finding A Ghost'.  Redgrove suggests that they put on the 

play 'The Hypnotist' which was played at Plymouth, but the correspondence seems to end.  This record should be 

read in conjunction with letters with reference number 66 . 02.

66 . 02 10/05/1978

Six letters mainly concerning Redgrove's commission for the NT (National Theatre) which resulted in him writing 

'Finding A Ghost' only to have it rejected; the other main theme of this correspondence is the publication and 

release of 'The Wise Wound'; Rosalie Swedlin, Paul Marsh, Jill Tweedie, and John Coleby are all referred to.  This 

record should be read in conjunction with letters with reference number 66 . 01.
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66 . 03 25/04/1976

Five letters concerning the possibility of the Plymouth Theatre Company producing a play (for the Plymouth Arts 

Centre project) by Redgrove for a series of lunch time productions; works referred to are 'The Sermon', 'Mr. 

Waterman', 'Three Pieces For Voices', 'Dance The Putrefact', 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows', 'The Jesus 

Apparition', 'Son of my Skin', 'The God of Glass', 'The Holy Sinner', and 'In The Country of the Skin'; Colin Blakely, 

Donald Wolfit, Michael Horden and Cleo Laine are also referred to.

66 . 04 17/10/1975

Five letters; four of them seem to follow the difficult possibility of staging a play by Redgrove (see also letters with 

reference number 232 . 24), and the final one is an acknowledgement about the information that 'The Holy Sinner' 

will be on the radio the following Sunday; the works referred to in this correspondence are 'The Marrying of Ann 

Leete' (Harley Granville Barker), 'A. J. Raffles' ('The Return of A.J. Raffles: an Edwardian comedy in three acts based 

somewhat loosely on E.W. Hornung's characters in 'The Amateur Cracksman', by Graham Greene, Bodley Head, 

1975), 'Mr Waterman', 'The Sermon', 'The Wise Wound', 'The Glass Cottage', and an article written by Redgrove and 

Shuttle for Psychology Today (will be referring to When Is A Curse Not A Curse? - typed copy is in the archive, 

reference number 98).

66 . 05 21/02/1977

Two letters following up a reading Redgrove did, and also considering further work (the reading may be the one 

discussed in letters with reference number 64 . 47); referred to are 'Under Milk Wood' (Dylan Thomas), the Aldwych 

Theatre and how Redgrove almost did a Greek play for them, 'The God of Glass', and 'The Holy Sinner'.

66 . 06 19/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Dunmore
Offering some dates for the play 'The Hypnotist'.

67 . 01 26/10/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Discussing the possibility of printing Redgrove's two alphabet poems, mentioning in particular Alphaladybet (the 

other one will be Trashabet, both printed later in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977); refers to 'British Poetry in 

the 60's' (can find no exact match for this, but we think he may be referring to 'British Poetry Since 1960: a critical 

survey', edited by Michael Schmidt and Grevel Lindop, published by Carcanet Press Ltd, 1972); Edward Thomas and 

John Clare are also referred to.

67 . 02 29/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Julian 

Nangle

Two letters concerning the inclusion of Redgrove's poem Reflections from Mr Glass in one of Nangle's Words 

Broadsheets; refers to Redgrove's winning of the Guardian Fiction Prize (will be referring to winning it with 'In The 

Country of the Skin').

67 . 03 27/01/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Tarling

Refers to Poet (Poet and Printer), Redgrove's Old White Man (could be referring to The Contentment of an Old 

White Man, 'The Force', 1966) and Son of My Skin (printed in 'Three Pieces For Voices', Poet and Printer, 1972), and 

refers also to The Review and to the TLS.
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67 . 04 24/04/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Mitchell
Wonders would Redgrove be interested in contributing something to The Minnesota Review.

67 . 05 15/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Conn

Letter referring to poems from 'From Every Chink of the Ark' (1977) which he may include in a PEN anthology when 

appropriate; refers in particular to the poems Who's Your Daddy, From Every Chink of the Ark, He Is, and Sabbat.  

See letter with reference number 67 . 08.

67 . 06 09/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Brenda M. 

Cook

Would like to include Redgrove's poem The Archaeologist (from 'The Collector', 1959) in an anthology of verse she 

is working on called 'Ashes Under Uricon' (can find no record of this); she heard the poem on George MacBeth's 

programme 'Themes of Today' (no more details are given of this programme).

67 . 07 18/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove
Roy Lewis

Two notes, one referring to a festschrift to which Redgrove contributed for Lewis' 60th birthday, mentioning 

Redgrove's poem Moments of Truth, and the other referring to Shirley Toulson who has asked Lewis to send 

Redgrove what looks like 'Dear Brutus' (will probably be referring to' The Fault, Dear Brutus: a Zodiac of Sonnets', by 

Shirley Toulson, illustrated by Helen Gleadow, introduction by Eric W. White, published by Keepsake Press, 1972); 

hopes Redgrove will want to contribute one day to the Keepsake series.

67 . 08 07/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Carver

Letter concerning the inclusion of the poem Who's Your Daddy (from 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) in the 

PEN anthology 'New Poems 1973-74', edited by Stewart Conn.  See letter with reference number 67 . 05.

67 . 09 12/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Trevor 

Kneale

Four letters regarding the publishing of some of Redgrove's poetry in Meridian magazine; the poems which were 

published, in Meridian number 3, were Blind Autumn (later appeared in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) and 

The Oracle; the final letter points to a misunderstanding between Kneale and Redgrove, though the details are 

unclear.

67 . 10 31/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite

Will be keeping the poems To The Known God, Two of the Worlds and At The Surgery (all later printed in 'From 

Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) by Redgrove for the magazine; refers to Ian Hamilton, and to the Globe people with 

regards some expenses for Penelope Shuttle.

67 . 11 21/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Geoffrey 

Adkins

Wonders if Redgrove would be interested in sending something in to be included in the first edition of Limestone, 

especially in view of his interest in Further Education (see also reference number 67 . 35).

67 . 12 04/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove
Jon Silkin

A short note to say they will be using the Toad poem in the Summer issue of The Stand (the full title of the poem is 

not given).
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67 . 13 25/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Cannot 

make out 

the name.

Letter about contributions by Redgrove to Littack and New Headland magazines, referring to Persephone Wrapped 

in Appleskin for Littack, and Tree of Swords (later printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) for New Headland.

67 . 14 02/05/1974

Two letters concerning a project by Reichardt which will include a poem by Redgrove called Laundon (will be the 

same one which was later printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark' under the title Laundon, City of the Moon).  See 

also letter with reference number 238 . 18, which we presume to be the same project.

67 . 15 05/08/1974

Four letters beginning before Redgrove goes to Colgate, and ending whilst he is there, referring to agreements 

issued by Oxford University Press (we presume this is concerning the ION project), Redgrove's hope now he is in 

America to do some readings, 'In The Country of the Skin' winning the 1973 Guardian Fiction Award, 'The Terrors of 

Dr Treviles', 'The Glass Cottage' (this letter, the only one out of the four from Redgrove, is an approach by Redgrove 

to have Daves represent him and Shuttle in the States), and a reading at the Poetry Centre (we are not told which 

one, but there is a review in The Colgate Maroon, dated 18/02/75, which may refer to this reading - see Other 

Material record, reference number 238) on 4th February, 1975.  The reading in NY is also referred to in the first of 

the 67 . 16 letters.

67 . 16 10/01/1975

Six letters; the first three discuss 'The Glass Cottage' in some depth, some of which will be published in The Hudson 

Review, though Redgrove's experience at Colgate is also discussed.  They also refer to The Group, the reading in 

New York on 4th February (1975), the Metropolitan Museum and the Plaza Hotel, and Morgan's 'A Book of Change' 

(with reference to Peter Jay - we can find no record of this); the last three letters are concerned with the inclusion 

of the first five poems of the Snowmanshit sequence in The Hudson Review, though they are not published in The 

Hudson Review due to their backlog.  Also mentioned is Morgan's second book of poems (not named) and a book of 

translations he has done (again, not named), the new Bennett Award which was given to Jorge Guillen, and 

Redgrove's Selected Poems (will presumably be referring to 'Sons of my Skin').

67 . 17 05/03/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite

Two short notes concerning poems by Redgrove which Thwaite will take for publishing, referring to The Breathing 

Place, Moonbeast in Sunshine, and Dog Prospectus, all of which he will take (all three were later printed in 'From 

Every Chink of the Ark', 1977), and The Little Professor, which he will not take.

Page 85 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

67 . 18 11/09/1975

Robert (no 

surname is 

given, 

though we 

presume it 

to be 

Robert 

Nye)

Peter 

Redgrove

In this letter, Redgrove is concerned that the Scotsman has not printed the poem Moonbeast in Sunshine (later 

printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) which Encounter has now taken; he also refers to some other poems 

which he sent to the magazine, wanting to know if they have been/will be published by it, so he can put 

acknowledgements in his new book (will presumably be referring to 'From Every Chink of the Ark' here).  Although 

no surname is given for the recipient of this letter, we presume it to be Robert Nye, as he was the poetry editor for 

the Scotsman magazine.

67 . 19 11/09/1975

Two letters, one which is undated and talks briefly about accepting some of Redgrove's poems for publications, and 

one from Redgrove referring in particular to the poem On Having No Head (later printed in 'From Every Chink of the 

Ark', 1977) and to a project of Ross' of writing about Falmouth (we presume he is referring to the Living In Falmouth 

project, called simply 'Falmouth' in London Magazine, October 1977 edition, pages 10-19 - see letters with 

reference number 63 . 02).

67 . 20 08/10/1975

Two letters referring to poems which Redgrove sent to Mottram in early 1973 for possible inclusion in the Poetry 

Review; also referred to are a forthcoming reading by Redgrove at the Poetry Society (scheduled for 12th December 

1975), 'The Holy Sinner' being broadcast on the radio, and what he refers to as "a strange poem-thing" to be 

broadcast on 20th November 1975 (is presumably referring to 'Dance The Putrefact' here).

67 . 21 06/11/1975

Seven letters following the approach by Corbett to Redgrove and Shuttle to contribute to the magazine Malenka 

which he has just taken over the running of, to its folding after one edition due to time constraints on Corbett; the 

poems concerned are Dance The Putrefact, Amazing Perfume Offer, To Those Who Cannot Catch The Disease, 

Against Kung Fu, and Here's Another Fine Womb You've Got Me Into (all, with the exception of Against King Fu, 

were later printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977), and by Shuttle, The Leaves, Other Winters, No Foghorn, 

and Glass Making; see in particular the letter from Redgrove and Shuttle dated 27/11/75 about how long they have 

had to wait, which means that some of Redgrove's poems can no longer be used, and how Corbett does not give 

direct replies to letters, which he can be reported for to the Writers' Guild.  The correspondence actually begins 

before the above date range, and ends after the range, but Corbett's letters are not dated, and as the 

correspondence begins and ends with them, it is impossible to give a specific date range.
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67 . 22 09/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Nick 

Toczek

Will take the poems The Doctrine of the Window, Hard-beaked Toymakers, and Insect Status by Redgrove for the 

magazine; discusses the poem called The Wells and why he will not take it right now, but maybe if parts of it were 

reworked; outlines his own projects.  A note came attached to this from Alan Ross of London Magazine, saying 

which of Redgrove's poems he has taken (Doll Wedding, Notes and Squeals, Insects Had Their Choice..., and The 

Honey-House).   See also 88 . 01 record, where this correspondence is continued.

67 . 23 22/01/1976

Two letters concerning 'In The Country of the Skin' being reviewed for Stand, and the possibility of Silkin doing a 

reading at the Falmouth Art School; Redgrove writes two notes on the bottom of his letter with regards modern 

childbirth methods and the suppression of menstruation, making reference to Geoffrey Hill.

67 . 24 09/02/1976

Two letters regarding the possibility of Redgrove contributing to Meridian again, and also discussing a review by 

Redgrove of 'Contemporary Women Poets' (edited with an introduction by Trevor Kneale, Rondo Publications, 

1975), which appeared in The Guardian (no details are given); Redgrove's letter discusses childbirth without 

violence and the allowing of women to use menstruation positively, both of which he feels are linked to aggression 

in our society when repressed.

67 . 25 21/02/1976

Three letters concerning Sergeant's choosing of the poem Pictures From A Shirtmakers Apprentice (later printed in 

'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) for the PEN anthology, 'New Poems 1976: a PEN Anthology Of Contemporary 

Poetry, 1976-77' (edited by Howard Sergeant, Hutchinson, 1976).  See letter with reference number 67 . 30.

67 . 26 21/02/1976

Four letters concerning the inclusion of some of Redgrove's poetry in the Arts Council of Great Britain anthology 

'New Poetry 2: An Anthology' (edited by Patricia Beer & Kevin Crossley-Holland, 1976); the letter to Patricia Beer 

also outlines what Redgrove and Shuttle have been working on, mentioning 'The Wise Wound', Grimm's Tales, 

'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows', 'The God of Glass', 'The Dauntless Girl', and their writing of five horror 

stories.  The letter to Beer has no year on it, but we can take it to be 1976 due to its context.

67 . 27 14/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Refers to a poem he hopes to print of Redgrove's (the poem is not named) mentioning also his printing of 

Aesculapian Notes (1975).

67 . 28 14/06/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

LaVerne 

Harrell 

Clark

Letter about a book she is compiling of 100 poets (not named), and is wondering if her publisher, Gallimaufry Press 

in Virginia, has invited Redgrove to contribute, as they have had no response from him as yet; refers to D. M. 

Thomas, and to a magazine for Poets and Writers.  Read in connection with reference number 67 . 29.
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67 . 29 27/04/1976

Five letters concerning Redgrove's contribution to the book by LaVerne Harrell Clarke, to be published by 

Gallimaufry Press, called '100 Poets On Two Significant Decades' (can find no record of this).  Read in connection 

with 67 . 28.

67 . 30 20/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Whittome

Covering letter for proofs of poem and bibliographical note to be included in the PEN anthology, 'New Poems 1976: 

a PEN Anthology Of Contemporary Poetry, 1976-77' (edited by Howard Sergeant, Hutchinson, 1976); the poem to 

be included is Pictures From A Shirtmakers Apprentice (later printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977).  See 

letters with reference number 67 . 25.

67 . 31 10/09/1976
Charles 

Osborne

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending some stories (not named) for possible inclusion in the Arts Council Short Story Anthology (not named); 

refers to 'The Glass Cottage'.  No surname is given on the letter, but we presume it to be Charles Osborne because 

of the Arts Council reference.

67 . 32 18/08/1976

Two letters concerning proofs and final corrections for Redgrove and Shuttle's stories to be included in 'A Book of 

Contemporary Nightmares', (edited by Giles Gordon, Joseph, 1977).  An exact copy of the letter sent to Redgrove 

was also sent to Shuttle, which is no longer in the archive.

67 . 33
Peter 

Redgrove

J. Hidden 

and N. 

Hidden

A brief letter concerning some "one liners" sent in by Redgrove and Shuttle for publication (the magazine is not 

named); also refers to Ian Hamilton Finlay, the Falmouth group of poets, Abigail Mozley, Nicki Jackowska, and Allan 

Green.

67 . 34
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Finch

Brief note referring to 'In The Country of the Skin', and some poems Redgrove sent to Finch, mentioning in 

particular Four Yogas and Headswop (both printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977).

67 . 35 13/05/1978
Peter 

Redgrove
Various

Seven letters approaching Redgrove for contributions to publications; the senders and publications are: Steve T. 

Rasnic of Umbral, and refers to Carol Berge and Sandra McPherson; Ramsey Campbell who has been commissioned 

by Pan Books to edit an anthology called 'New Terrors' (this was published in 1980); John Sharkey of Words Worth, 

referring to Blake and to the editor Alaric Sumner; Alasdair Paterson of Divan, referring to Edwin Morgan, Lee 

Harwood, and 'The Glass Cottage'; Geoffrey Adkins of Limestone (see also reference number 67 . 11); and two from 

Brian De Lord of Hues.  Only three of the seven letters are dated, but the one from Adkins was sent some time in 

1974.
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68 . 01 18/03/1985

Anne (no 

surname is 

given).

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter following a reading which Redgrove gave (no details are given) in which it seems he read poems from 'The 

Man Named East'; a number of poems are mentioned by name but the letter is an explanation of Redgrove's 

meanings within the book as a whole, as it transpires that Anne was offended by the poem Killing House; Redgrove 

discusses the poems in light of Christianity and Wicca, and also mentioning the Malaya War, Ted Hughes, the Home 

Guard, and the suppression of menstruation, in relation to how people write about what affected their parents.  

Although there is no surname on the letter, due to its tone and content, and mention of Michael, we presume the 

letter was sent to Anne Stevenson, and that Michael is Michael Farley (reference number 75 . 03 is a copy of this 

very same letter).

68 . 02 13/04/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Allan 

Titmuss

Letter seeming to discuss some photographs he has taken of Redgrove and then sent for Redgrove to take a look at, 

though the photographs did not come attached to the letter in the archive; mentions Gavin Ewart, Bill Webb, and 

Margaret Drabble.  Refer to Other Material record, reference number 83.

68 . 03
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

Letter in response to reading Redgrove's 'The Man Named East'; outlines what he himself has been doing, 

discussing or referring to Tom Cross, the BBC World Service, South-East Wales Arts, the Arvon Foundation, and 

Poetry Wales Press; the letter has a poem on the back written by the sender, called Blockbuster, and he also sends 

a photograph of himself and his son, Douglas.  Letter was written on May Day 1985.

68 . 04 24/05/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Philip 

Fried

Two letters; one discussing an essay which Fried has written about Redgrove's work (unnamed), and the other 

outlining his own wedding plans; also mentioned or referred to are The Manhattan Review, Agni Review, Poetry 

East, Abraxas, Mr. Cognito Press, and Velocities, with reference to an interview (will probably be referring to the 

interview with Philip Fried and Peter Redgrove called Scientist of the Strange which appeared in The Manhattan 

Review, Summer 1983, vol. 3, no. 1 - see notebook 71 IV).

68 . 05 31/05/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Mike Dibb 

and Chris 

Rawlence

An invite to the preview of the final two episodes of the programme 'About Time', called Moonshine, and Uncertain 

Times.

68 . 06 05/06/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Reneé 

Gregario
Postcard saying that she has put Redgrove down for a reference in her application for a Wurlitzer Foundation grant.

68 . 07 12/06/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

John (no 

surname is 

given).

Thanks Redgrove for the Mudlark Poems, and is off to the States for six weeks.
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68 . 08 18/06/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

John (no 

surname is 

given).

Compliment slip saying Wheelwright, For Women Growing Older, is out of stock (can find no reference for this).

68 . 09 23/07/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Chris (no 

surname is 

given).

Refers to his own book (not named) which Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd have agreed to publish, and to The 

Menstrual Mandala.

69 . 01 30/05/1979

Eighty nine letters (including some postcards and compliment slips with notes on) covering all aspects of publishing, 

which are also useful because they sometimes refer to magazines from both Britain and other countries where 

Redgrove's work is being published; the books of Redgrove's which this correspondence is concerned with are 'The 

God of Glass', 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems', 'The Beekeepers', 

'The Facilitators', 'The Wise Wound', 'The Man Named East', and 'Serpents Kissing'; the correspondence is also 

concerned with various tours and readings Redgrove is doing; some other things referred to are the Italia Prize (the 

Prix Italia), 'The Faber Book of Modern Verse' (1982), The Manhattan Review, an autobiographical article Redgrove 

wrote for New Universities Quarterly (will presumably be referring to A Poet In Teaching: a personal account - Vol. 

34, No 2, Spring 1980), the special supplement of articles about Redgrove in the Poetry Review (vol. 71, number 

2/3, September 1981), Redgrove doing the Judith E. Wilson lecture in Cambridge on 2nd March 1982, Redgrove 

being retired from the Falmouth Art School, Redgrove being elected an F.R.S.L., and the London Review of Books. 

See also letter dated 18/11/81 from Norman Franklin to Redgrove about a suggestion of Redgrove's for a book of 

essays on or about his work in the wake of the Poetry Review special supplement (mentioned above).  Franklin says 

that their policy so far has been to do this kind of thing only for dead poets, or at least those who are not creative 

anymore!  See also Redgrove's reply, dated 26/11/81.See letters dated 19/04/83, 24/04/83, 26/06/83, 19/10/83, 

02/12/83, 11/01/84, 27/02/84, and 05/01/85 between Redgrove and Norman Franklin for discussions about 'The 

Wise Wound', letter to Mr. Severson (Spring Publications) from Franklin, dated 06/03/84, and letter to Franklin 

from Mr. Severson, dated 14/06/84.   See also 69 . 02 and 69 . 03 records.See letter from Redgrove to Franklin 

about a book by Martin Booth called 'Poets of the Mid-60's to Mid-70's' dated 16/10/83, where Redgrove gives his 

opinion of the book before any publishing contracts are worked out (the book they are referring to could be 'British 

Poetry 1964-1984:Driving Through the Barricades', Routledge & Kegan Paul,1985).
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69 . 02 02/10/1982

Seventy two letters covering all aspects of agent's business (the question of the rights and publication of 'The Wise 

Wound', in light of the suggestion by Severson of a new paperback edition (see 69 . 03 record), figure prominently 

in this correspondence -   see also 69 . 01 record); works by Redgrove which this correspondence is concerned with 

are 'The Man Named East'; 'The Facilitators'; the possibility of an American book of Redgrove's poetry (suggested by 

Philip Fried of the Manhattan Review - see 69 . 04 record); 'On Writing and Gender' (we presume Korn is referring 

to the article The Dialogue of Gender, from 'On Gender and Writing', edited by Micheline Wander, Routledge and 

Kegan Paul Ltd, 1983, chapter 18); 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; 'In The Country of the Skin' (by 

reference, in relation to the Guardian Fiction Prize and in the larger context of a letter concerning the paperback 

publishing of the novels in general, and mentioning also 'Scientist of the Strange', and 'The Sin Doctor' - the letter is 

to Korn from Redgrove, dated 06/05/84, but has "Not Sent" written on the top of it); 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist'; 'The Glass Cottage'; 'The Beekeepers'; and Princess of the Dark Tower.Some other things referred to are 

the Prix Italia (won with the play 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions'); the Third Eye TV programme on menstrual time, 

due for screening in Autumn 1984 ('About Time'); teaching at Lumb Bank (the Arvon Foundation) from 24th May - 

5th June 1984; the Leverhulme Trust grants; a lecture by Redgrove called Creativity, Healing and the Black Goddess 

(to be given in London to analysts - date for the lecture was 24/10/84); the film of 'The Iron Man' (Ted Hughes, 

illustrated by George Adamson, Faber, 1968); Redgrove's contribution to the About Time anthology (his 

contribution will be the poem Clock of Clocks - the anthology is not named, but they could be referring to 'About 

Time: based on the Channel 4 television series' edited by Christopher Rawlence, designed by Irene Rado-Vajda, 

Cape (in association with Channel 4), 1985); and the interview with Redgrove in the Manhattan Review (called 

Scientist of the Strange, which appeared in The Manhattan Review, Vol. 3, No. 1, Summer 1983).  For discussions on 

the problems with publishers and marketing, see letters dated 11/05/83 and 16/05/83 between Redgrove and 

Howard Sergeant (Sergeant also refers to Bruce Meyer doing a doctoral thesis on Outposts in the contemporary 

scene); ones dated 16/05/83, 24/05/83, 25/05/83, 10/09/83, 14/04/84 between Redgrove and Korn (and indeed 

the one from Redgrove to Norman Franklin, dated 10/09/83, reference 69 . 01); and the one from Redgrove to 

Elizabeth Duggan, dated 28/04/84.   (From "Correspondence_Between" field). The letter is addressed only to the 

"Secretary", but we can presume that the letter from Philippa MacLiesh, reference number 69 . 10 (dated 14/06/84) 

is a reply to this one, dated 12/06/84.

Page 91 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

69 . 03 21/04/1982

Forty eight letters (including some duplicates); the main body of the correspondence deals with Spring Publications 

wanting to reprint a paperback edition of 'The Wise Wound' with the final, originally omitted, last chapter restored; 

after the Spring suggestion, the correspondence is a web of letters trying to clarify who holds the rights to the book, 

which is further complicated by reports that the book is out of print; the correspondence ends with Redgrove 

requesting from Giles Gordon that the matter be passed to David Higham Associates Ltd for them to deal with, 

which it does do, but only after Giles has almost got the matter resolved (see 69 . 01 and 69 . 02 records).The letters 

between Redgrove and Paul Marsh of Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd. are concerned with the German edition of the 

book and ensuring that Redgrove does not pay tax in Germany as well as in Britain, as well as also informing 

Redgrove of reprints in Germany of the paperback edition of the book.  See also letters from Redgrove to Jacqueline 

Korn, dated 02/10/82 and 22/11/82, reference number 69 . 02, which also refer to this matter.
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69 . 04 24/11/1982

Thirty five letters discussing in the main the possibility of an American edition of Redgrove's poetry (see also 69 . 02 

record) where Redgrove talks about the next book of poems he is putting together (called 'The Witch Who Loves 

Us' and which becomes 'The Man Named East').  The difficulties with the book are expanded as the correspondence 

progresses. In letter dated 04/02/84, Redgrove refers to Ted Hughes, Charles Tomlinson, and D. M. Thomas, who 

have all agreed to write/have written something on Redgrove's behalf with regards this project (see 69 . 05, 69 . 06, 

and 69 . 07, records).  See also letters dated 13/03/84 and 12/04/84 where Fried's choice for a Selected Redgrove is 

discussed.  The correspondence ends where the selection has been made and agreed upon by both Fried and 

Redgrove, and Fried is trying to get a publisher for it; also discussed is the Manhattan Review interview (will be 

referring to the interview called Scientist of the Strange, which appeared in The Manhattan Review, Vol. 3, No. 1, 

Summer 1983) - see in particular letters dated 20/08/83 and 29/08/83, which deal with Redgrove's first reaction to 

the completed piece; and the possibility of an American edition of 'The Wise Wound' printed with the final chapter 

restored, where Fried offers opinions as to whether the final chapter enhances the book or not.Other things 

referred to are Outposts magazine; the TLS; the Observer; Sulphur magazine; Poetry magazine; The Kenyon Review; 

the Hudson Review; Graywolf Press; Richard Rorty's 'Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature' (Princeton University 

Press, 1980); Redgrove's review of Ted Hughes' 'River' (Faber in association with James & James, 1983) for the TLS 

and the book by Keith Sagar called 'The Achievement of Ted Hughes' (Manchester University Press, Dec.1982); 'The 

Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; and a lecture Redgrove is giving to the Institute of Psychoanalysis (see letter 

dated 09/03/85).  The correspondence runs regularly from 24/11/82 to 07/05/84, with the final letter, dated 

09/03/85, written almost a year after the main body.

69 . 05 19/11/1983

Four letters stemming from Redgrove sending Tomlinson a copy of the Manhattan Review containing his interview 

(called Scientist of the Strange, Vol. 3, No. 1, Summer 1983); Redgrove asks Tomlinson to write something about his 

poetry which can be sent to prospective American publishers with the Selected Redgrove which Philip Fried is 

working on (see 69 . 04 record); also discussed in the correspondence is the reference Tomlinson made to Redgrove 

in the New Pelican; a reading for Frances (we presume Tomlinson is referring here to the benefit reading given in 

honour of Frances Horovitz in Bristol on 30/10/83, as he mentions also Roger Garfitt reading Horovitz's poems); the 

idea of Redgrove approaching others as well as Tomlinson, mentioning Ted Hughes and Fred Morgan of the Hudson 

Review; and the book Redgrove is now writing as a successor to 'The Wise Wound'; also referred to are 'The Apple-

Broadcast and Other New Poems', and 'The Facilitators'.  See also 69 . 02 record, letter dated 20/01/84; and 69 . 04 

record, letter dated 04/02/84.

Page 93 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

69 . 06 15/01/1984

Two letters concerning a testimonial by Thomas to possible American publishers on Redgrove's behalf, which has 

been written to accompany an American Redgrove selection of poetry; also referred to are the Manhattan Review, 

Thomas' 'The White Hotel' (1981), the North West Review (America), a possible book by Redgrove on sex magic, 

'The Wise Wound', Freud, and Jung.  See 69 . 02 record, letter dated 20/01/84; and 69 . 04 record, letter dated 

04/02/84.

69 . 07 11/06/1983

Four letters concerning a testimonial by Hughes to possible American publishers on Redgrove's behalf, which has 

been written to accompany an American Redgrove selection of poetry; the Manhattan Review, Brian Cox, John 

Moat, Arvon, Michael Baldwin, Brian Clarke, and Marilyn French are all referred to.  See 69 . 02 record, letter dated 

20/01/84; and 69 . 04 record, letter dated 04/02/84.   The first letter is dated as 11/06/84, but we presume it was 

actually written in 1983 due to its context within this correspondence.

69 . 08 25/01/1982

Nineteen letters tracking the development, or lack of it, of the Poet Alone programme Roberts was hoping to make 

on Redgrove to sell to Channel Four (the beginnings of this subject can be traced in record number 24 . 83); as well 

as dealing with this, the letters of both Redgrove and Roberts serve to outline what each is doing at any given time, 

and also to bounce ideas off one another for a different kind of programme for which they may be able to get a 

commission from someone other that Michael Kustow (Channel Four's commissioning editor for arts programmes); 

the correspondence ends with the tentative idea of maybe making a horror film, put forward by Roberts after 

listening to 'Scientists of the Strange' on the radio, and Redgrove writes to Rush with this idea and with the 

'Scientists of The Strange' script in mind for the film.The correspondence between Redgrove and Kustow (dated 

23/02/84 and 28/02/84), which is Kustow asking Redgrove for advice on a proposed holiday in Cornwall, inspired by 

Redgrove's contribution to Mike Dibb's About Time programme, serves to rekindle the flame between Redgrove 

and Roberts of the original idea for the Poet Alone series.Also referred to or discussed are Alan Bleakley training 

under Redgrove; 'The Wise Wound'; 'The Facilitators'; the Arrows interview (will be referring to the interview 

conducted by Cliff Ashcroft called Lazarus and the Visionary Truth, June 1983); John Layard; the Manhattan Review; 

and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'.
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69 . 09 12/09/1984

Five letters concerning Redgrove's contribution to the book based on the About Time series (the anthology is not 

named, but they could be referring to 'About Time: based on the Channel 4 television series' edited by Christopher 

Rawlence, designed by Irene Rado-Vajda, Cape (in association with Channel 4), 1985), referring also to the poem 

Clock of Clocks (from 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', 1979) which they want to print in the book; also referred to 

are Liz Calder; Marie-Louise von Franz, Liz Green, Judith Higginbottom, David Bohm, and Rupert Sheldrake, who are 

also contributing to the book; Princess of the Dark Tower; and 'Valley of Trelamia'.

69 . 10 14/06/1984
Two letters concerning the question of remaindered stock, and with reference to 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth 

Sense' and 'The Wise Wound'.  See also the note at the bottom of record number 69 . 02.

69 . 11 22/04/1984

Two letters concerning quoting of some of Redgrove's poetry for a forthcoming book on British verse which Booth is 

writing (the book is not named, but they could be referring to 'British Poetry 1964-1984: Driving Through The 

Barricades', Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985); Redgrove's answer discusses quotation as a help to the reader, and also 

mentions Craig Raine; The Group is also referred to, with reference to Hobsbaum, Lucie-Smith, and Peter Porter's 

account in the Poetry Review special edition, September 1981 (the Porter article is called Peter Redgrove, A Brief 

Memoir, and it appears in Vol. 71, No 2-3, pp. 9-14).

69 . 12 21/03/1982

Four letters concerning the idea of getting 'The Wise Wound' published in America, and Eshleman suggests 

Redgrove approach Randolph Severson of Spring Publications (see 69 . 03 record); also referred to or discussed are 

Hillman (also of Spring Publications); Eshleman's 'Coils' (Black Sparrow Press, 1973); 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers'; Milton; John Layard, Reich, and Freud; and Alan Bleakley in connection with prehistoric sites in Cornwall.

69 . 13 02/01/1985

Four letters concerning the launch of one of Redgrove's books (we are not told which book, but because of the year, 

and because the poem The Witch Who Loves Us is referred to, we presume it is 'The Man Named East'); also 

referred to are 'The Wise Wound', Neil Roberts, the Guardian, and a review by Kathleen Raine in Resurgence (May-

June 1985).
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70 . 01 29/11/1978

A series of letters (eighty two) discussing mainly issues of one another's works, Kantaris' in particular (Kantaris' and 

D. M. Thomas' 'News From The Front', Arc, 1983, is discussed or referred to quite frequently), with an underlying 

emphasis always on surrealism and different perceptions of it in relation to the terms used, how people use/see the 

concept, and its relationship with religion and science; Kantaris refers to de Sade frequently in relation to the 

surrealist discussion, and her belief that the teaching of poetry is the uncovering of what we already know, but 

don't know that we already know, is also prevalent; some letters are concerned with the running of SWA (South 

West Arts); Greenham Common and other peace demonstrations are also discussed by Kantaris in some of her 

letters (see in particular letter dated 18/03/83 about nuclear disarmament and the invention of the A bomb).Letters 

dated between 29/11/78 and 19/01/79 discuss the relationship between sex and poetry and surrealism, and 'The 

Wise Wound', referring also to 'In The Country of the Skin' and 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden'.  Kantaris' thesis 

concerning surrealism is discussed at the beginning of the correspondence also, and is carried over to letter dated 

05/09/79.Letters dated between 21/04/82 and 24/05/82 talk a lot about Wendy Taylor, one of Redgrove's students 

at the art school, and the book she has written, along with her other work; they also discuss the Falmouth art 

school in general, along with 'News From The Front' and D. M. Thomas' 'The White Hotel' (1981).Letter dated 

29/09/82 is an excellent account of Kantaris' reading of 'The Facilitators' and how it has effected her life, including 

her poetry; in letter dated 13/03/83 Kantaris comments on 'The Sin-Doctor'; letter dated 04/08/83 is Kantaris' 

reaction to Penelope Shuttle's 'The Child-Stealer'; letter dated 15/09/83 is Kantaris' reaction to the Manhattan 

Review interview (called Scientist of the Strange, which appeared in The Manhattan Review, Vol. 3, No. 1, Summer 

1983); and MISC 4 letter offers commentary on 'The Man Named East' before it was published.Letters dated 

between 17/02/83 and 09/03/83 discuss the 'News From the Front' poems, and see letter dated 04/03/83 in 

particular for discussions on the nature of the "fetish" as a symbol or gateway.  The letters are in order, although 

some are not dated fully, up until the final date above (29/08/84); any letters after that are difficult to date 

correctly, and may therefore be out of order within this particular correspondence.   The MISC note on some of the 

letters with more than one page is in place of a date, and serves to identify pages of the same letter.

71 . 01 29/10/1986

Two letters discussing Roberts' story entitled 'Simon Said' (copy in the archive, reference 71) which he has sent to 

Redgrove to read; also refers to Russell Hoban's 'Riddley Walker' (Cape, 1980), the transcript of an interview 

between Roberts and Redgrove (the interview presumably became The Science of the Subjective, which appeared 

in Poetry magazine, Vol. 77, No. 2, June 1987), and Peter Forbes.
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71 . 02 07/03/1988
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Bayley.

Postcard referring to a Don Thomas reading which Bayley says is at "The Off-White Hotel"; refers also to some 

workshops, though no concrete details are given.  The postcard came with some typed poems, some of which are 

by Redgrove, mainly from 'Dressed As For a Tarot Pack', and many of which are presumably by Redgrove's students, 

Bayley included.

72 . 01 15/06/1983

Eleven letters; the opening letter of the correspondence, from Matthews, comments of his own contribution to The 

Anthroposophical Review (Vol. 5, No. 2, 1983 - copy in the archive), along with comments on the other things he 

has sent to Redgrove (all of which are in the archive with these letters); the discussion continues from this point, 

centring around Steiner and work by Nicki Jackowska, concerning the German Romantics, and in relation to the 

imagination, mysticism, sexuality, and consciousness and differing states and functions; the discussion is also of 

similes, symbols, coincidence and correspondence, making reference to both of their differing poetry, discussing in 

particular Redgrove's 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems'; the term "Eyegirl" is an important one for this 

correspondence; refers to Goethe, Steiner, Novalis, Carus, Keats, Jung, Blake, Rilke, Freud, a colleague of Matthews' 

called John Davy who was science correspondent for the Observer at one time, and John Layard.Works referred to 

include 'Scientists of the Strange', 'The Apple-Broadcast', 'The Wise Wound', Matthews' 'The Fabulous Names of 

Things' (can find no reference for this) which Redgrove chooses poems from to make comments about (see letter 

dated 23/02/84), 'Work In Progress', and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' (referred to as The Black Goddess 

and the New Age, when Redgrove has just begun to write it).See in particular letter from Redgrove dated 08/09/83 

(middle of page two to beginning of page three) where Redgrove gives an account of how he sees his poetry in 

connection to the world and to a resonant circuit in a radio.
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73 . 01 02/04/1984

Twenty five letters discussing topics which were expounded by Redgrove in 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'. 

These include the theories of Einstein; moth experiments; masers and EM fields; dowsing; pheromones; animal 

electricity and static clouds; two devices which Latham lent to Redgrove to measure electricity, a German field mill 

and a home-made field measuring device, which Redgrove discusses his initial experiments with in letter dated 

22/12/84; the weather and mood changes; and the electrostatics of clothes.  Within the correspondence, Freud, 

Jung, Einstein, Galvani, Ritter, Volta, Lakhovsky, Konig, Sulman, Becker, and S. W. Tromp are all referred to; also 

discussed is some of Latham's work in detail which he sends to Redgrove, and some of Redgrove's work.  See letter 

dated 16/05/85 for discussion of background work for 'The Black Goddess', making reference to masers, 

pheromones, and field measurements in a disco (copies of this letter are pasted into notebook 1 . 01 on pages 229 

and 263).   It seems that a letter dated 05/09/84 is missing from the correspondence, which is referred to in letter 

from Redgrove dated 08/09/84 as an "instructive letter" on Galvani, along with some other correspondence which 

seems to be missing.
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74 . 01 12/11/1982

Fifty two letters.  The correspondence is initiated by Ashcroft approaching Redgrove for an interview (eventually 

called Lazarus and the Visionary Truth - which Ashcroft hopes to place with Poetry Magazine, or somewhere else, 

either before or after its appearance in Arrows), which the letters up to the one dated 06/06/83 are concerned 

with, as well as briefly discussing meditation, and some dream analysis; as the correspondence continues, other 

things discussed or referred to are Redgrove's 'The Facilitators' (see letters dated 09/03/83 and 11/03/83); the 

relationship between poetry and politics, with reference to Pound, Williamson, Hughes, Plath, and Wordsworth, 

and 'The Wise Wound'; the sexual position known as the Flanquette or Scissors (Hindu staircase); poetic inspiration 

with reference to Shelley, Coleridge, and Keats; the collective unconscious; Ashcroft's's first reactions to the radio 

play 'The Sin Doctor' (see letter dated 09/04/83); and Hughes' 'Cave-Birds'.Letter dated 15/06/83 tells Redgrove 

how Arrows has won a prize, so rather than it being the end of the magazine, they have a chance of producing 

another one the following October; as the correspondence continues from this point, matters discussed or referred 

to are the Oedipus Complex, especially with reference to 'The Wise Wound' and the woman as head of the 

household (see letter dated 19/06/83), stemming from a discussion of 'Cave-Birds' and leading to considerations of 

the relationship between Hughes and Plath, with emphasis on hypnosis and Hermetism (see in particular letter 

dated 05/07/83 where Redgrove outlines his and Shuttle's experience, discussing 'desublimation', and also see 

Ashcroft's letter dated 11/07/83); 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; see letter dated 19/07/83 from Redgrove, 

outlining/summing up their correspondence at this stage, with the relationship between poetry and science, and a 

Romantic vision; the main consideration of this section of the correspondence is on the Hughes/Plath 

relationship.The correspondence moves on to discussions of 'The Sin-Doctor' (from letter dated 26/07/83); small 

mud figures in the British Museum and the nature of the Black Goddess; other figurines among the Mycenean 

goddesses, ancient religions, and the matriarchy of Ancient Egypt, drawing on Massey for information; Gooch's 

discussion of three realities, in 'The Double Helix of the Mind' (Wildwood, 1980), and a discussion by Ashcroft of 

'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions', plus dream descriptions and analyses of them (these occur throughout this 

section of the correspondence); the link between science and nature, using the idea of resonance and a radio set to 

illustrate this (see letter dated 18/08/83); Redgrove's review of Ted Hughes' 'River' with photographs by Peter Keen 

(Faber in association with James & James, 1983); brief discussion by Ashcroft, in letter dated 15/01/84 on 

'Centering: the Power of Meditation' by Sanders G. Laurie and Melvin J. Tucker (Destiny, 1978).  He also refers in 

this letter to the film Rosemary's Baby (directed by Roman Polanski, 1968); witches covens; and yoga.Referred to in 

75 . 01
Peter 

Redgrove

Charles 

Tomlinson

Charles thanks Redgrove for "the beautiful little book" which is unnamed, but he could be referring to 'The 

Hermaphrodite Album' as the postcard came attached to a photocopy of some of the poems from that book with 

either Redgrove's or Shuttle's name written next to them (this is in the archive, reference number 75);  also 

mentioned is Henri Michaux's 'Ideogrammes en Chine' (Fata Morgana, 1975) in relation to water ripples, referring 

also to Wang Wei and to Buddhism.  Postcard is dated by Nov 18.   Notes for Working of Water reading, reference 

number 75, contains a photocopy of this card.

Page 99 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

75 . 02 08/12/1984

Brian (no 

surname is 

given on 

the letter, 

but due to 

its nature, 

we 

presume it 

to be sent 

to Brian 

Miller of 

BBC Radio, 

Bristol).

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing an idea of Redgrove's for a programme about The Working of Water, and a programme based on a 

lecture given to the Institute of Psychoanalysis; also refers to 'The Princess Of The Dark Tower'.  The lecture being 

referred to is quite possibly the 1984 Tolkein Lecture given by Redgrove, called Healing, Creativity and the Black 

Goddess, which is with material in the archive, reference 75 (this material also includes some notes for the working 

of water, typed pages on 'The Wise Wound' since 1978 (Afterword - The Menstrual Mandala), and other material 

related to Redgrove's lectures and teaching).

75 . 03 18/03/1985
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove
See record with reference number 68 . 01.

75 . 04 24/03/1985

Two letters, with Parr writing to Redgrove after a reading at the Poetry Society, and asking his advice/opinion on 

the idea of a poetry forum where people can meet to discuss the place of poets and poetry in modern society 

without having to keep stopping for planned readings; Parr refers to the recent Angels of Fire poetry festival, and 

Michael Horovitz's Poetry Olympics, and he asks specific questions of Redgrove about his idea; Redgrove's reply is 

an answer to these specific questions, saying he thinks the idea is a good one, but that he sees it as an extension of 

the workshop idea; Andrew Motion, Blake Morrison, Carol Rumens, John Fuller, Anne Stevenson, James Berry, Terry 

Eagleton, Tom Paulin, Tony Harrison, Kathleen Raine, Elemire Zolla, Norman O. Brown, and Margaret Thatcher are 

all referred to.

75 . 05 11/03/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Sylvia 

Kantaris

High spirited letter about the group she teaches at Hayne Corfe, outlining what they do and who all the people are; 

refers to SWA.
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76 . 01 04/08/1987

Four letters where Sjoo outlines the work she has been doing, and also a covering note from Sjoo with some 

material which she sent (see material in the archive, reference number 76); David Cohen in mentioned (his name is 

actually Daniel Cohen), as is Redgrove's past attempt to join a Wiccan coven, and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth 

Sense'; the final letter refers to John Rowan's 'The Horned God' (Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1987).  The dates 

above are for two of the letters; the other two have no year on them.

76 . 02

Two letters discussing the magazine Wood and Water, Wicca, Druids and Celts, Occult Groups, and the Horned God; 

also discussed or referred to are magazines called The Cauldron and Quest, Gerald Gardner, Sybil Leek, the Golden 

Dawn, a TV programme the previous year (so presumably 1986) called The Call of the Celts, Professor Anne Ross, 

John and Caitlin Matthews, Gareth Knight, and a forthcoming reading by Redgrove at the Riverside Studios in 

Hammersmith.  The first letter is undated.

76 . 03 01/08/1984
Phil 

Cousins

Peter 

Redgrove

Redgrove sends him a subscription fee for a newsletter (the newsletter is PAN - Pagans Against Nukes); 'The Wise 

Wound' is referred to.

77 . 01 08/02/1988

Seven letters stemming from Redgrove's Residency in North Cornwall, where he spent most of his time at Bude 

Library, though also some time at Launceston Library; the letters with Squirrell discuss in great depth the need for 

cooperation between regions; the letter from Hekt expresses regret that Redgrove was unable to make their 

meeting due to illness, and she sends him some of her work (in the archive, reference number 77); the 

correspondence with Drew covers the possibility of Redgrove being a guest speaker at a one day school at Bude 

Library; and the letter from Gouedard covers the possibility of them meeting (Gouedard sends Redgrove some 

poems - in the archive, reference number 77), also mentioning the Gregory Award.
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78 . 01 01/01/1986

Seven letters concerning a possible tour of readings and poetry workshops by Redgrove and Shuttle which Sagar is 

trying to organise; the topic of what modern criticism is lacking, and how it is Oedipal based rather than Goddess 

based, is discussed throughout the correspondence, with particular emphasis on 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth 

Sense' and 'The Wise Wound'; also mentioned or discussed are the Oedipus complex and Ted Hughes' Shakespeare 

essay (no details are given but will be referring to the note at the end of 'A Choice of Shakespeare's Verse', selected 

with an introduction by Ted Hughes, Faber and Faber, 1971); Fleur Adcock's Faber Woman's Poetry ('The Faber 

Book of 20th Century Women's Poetry', edited by Fleur Adcock, Faber, 1987); Craig Raine; Geoffrey Hartman's 'The 

Unmediated Vision' (OUP, 1954) and an article in the Sunday Times magazine on smell and pheromone 

communication (the letter referring to this is dated 14/06/87); Harold Bloom and the theory of the anxiety of 

influence with reference to the Oedipus complex in connection to modern criticism; William Golding; Coleridge and 

the Romantics; D. H. Lawrence; reviews on 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' in The Listener and by Alex 

Comfort; Phillip Vine of Words International; and Sagar's chapter in 'Worshippers of Nature' (can find no record for 

this book); the correspondence ends with the tour arrangements in crisis.

78 . 02 19/12/1986

Three letters; the first two are concerned with Stevenson's book on Sylvia Plath (no details are given, but could be 

referring to 'Bitter Fame: A Life of Sylvia Plath', Houghton Mifflin, 1989), the first letter, from Redgrove, being a 

vague outline of his memories of the relationship between Plath and Hughes, placing some emphasis on menstrual 

rhythms and post-natal depression, and referring also to Hughes' Shakespeare essay (no more details are given but 

will be referring to the note at the end of 'A Choice of Shakespeare's Verse', selected with an introduction by Ted 

Hughes, Faber and Faber, 1971), Yeats, 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', and Jakob Franck; the final letter, 

from Stevenson, is an initial letter outlining an idea for a kind of symposium on the bridging of the gap between 

poetry and the natural sciences.

78 . 03 01/07/1988

Two letters discussing issues raised in 'The Wise Wound' and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', mentioning, 

referring to, or discussing Dr. Frisch; the Wakefield Women's Festival; Marina Warner; AIDS; the creative uses of sex 

during menstruation; the menopause and Teresa Gorman's comments on it with regards taking estrogen pills; V. 

Sackville West's 'Pleasures of Contemplation' (can find no record of this); and the book Redgrove and Shuttle are 

writing on Creative Menstruation to accompany 'The Wise Wound'.
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78 . 04 22/08/1988

Three letters in which Redgrove is invited to participate in the 11th European Festival of Poetry (scheduled for 

November 1989) for which the theme is poetry and science; Redgrove is unable to attend due to work 

commitments; refers to Anne Born, 'The Wise Wound', 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', and 'The Menstrual 

Mandala: Creative Menstruation'.

78 . 05 29/09/1988

Twelve letters; the correspondence begins with Staley inviting Redgrove to come and give a talk to an occultist 

group in London called The Society which Redgrove accepts (and bases his talk on the subjects of ovulation and 

tabooed menstrual energies), and also mentioning that he (Staley) is writing a review of 'The Black Goddess and the 

Sixth Sense' in Starfire Magazine, which he will send to Redgrove when it is printed; the correspondence ends with 

Staley sending Redgrove a copy of the magazine with the 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' review in it; 

discussed or referred to within the correspondence are 'The Wise Wound'; 'Creative Menstruation'; Aleister 

Crowley, Jack Parsons, and 'The Magical Revival' (Kenneth Grant, Muller, 1972); Lovecraft; Poe; Baudelaire; 

Rimbaud; magical practises, including 'sealed writing' and 'touch-magic'; 'The God of Glass'; the OTO. (magickal 

order); 'In The Country of the Skin'; Gerald Massey's 'The Natural Genesis' (London, 1883, reprinted by Samuel 

Weiser, New York, 1974), and 'A Book of the Beginnings' (4 volumes, Williams and Norgate, 1881-83); QBLH 

(magickal order); Eeman circuits (possibly referring to L. E. Eeman); Van Lisbeth; and William Webb.

78 . 06 14/08/1988
Peter 

Redgrove

Dave 

Tarrant

Two letters asking Redgrove to attend their 10th anniversary celebrations, and if he is unable to come, to send a 

short poem and message on audio cassette to be played at the celebration; outlines briefly the founding of SMPG 

by Tarantula.

78 . 07 06/01/1989

Five letters discussing mainly 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' and issues raised therein, including animal 

awareness and communication by language; the deification of animals; sociobiology and weather sensitivity (and 

the possibility of it as a tool for survival); also discussed or referred to are Woodward's winning of the Gregory 

Award; anthropology; Penelope Shuttle's 'Adventures With My Horse' (OUP, 1988); the Falmouth Poetry Group; 

some of Woodward's poems which he sent to Redgrove; 'The Wise Wound'; 'The First Earthquake'; 'Supersense' by 

John Downer ('Supersense: Perception in the Animal World', BBC, 1988), Dante, and how water is packed with the 

DNA of viruses (New Scientist); and 'Blood Magic' by Buckley and Gottlieb ('Blood Magic: the Anthropology of 

Menstruation', edited with an introduction by Thomas Buckley and Alma Gottlieb, University of California Press, 

1988). Michael Bayley, E. O. Wilson, Dr. Peter Loizos, Robin Robertson, Langland, and Alex Comfort are all referred 

to within the correspondence.  Although the final date for the correspondence is given above as 19/09/89, the last 

letter was actually written after this, though is undated.
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78 . 08 16/03/1989

Two letters concerned with the influence of Gerard Manley Hopkins on Redgrove's poetry, and in particular to the 

poem The Case (from 'The Force', 1966); also referred to are Langland, Eliot, Denis MacCarthy, George Rylands, The 

Group, Browning, Japanese Zen poetry, Lucien Stryk, Rilke, Rimbaud, William Blake, and 'The Black Goddess and the 

Sixth Sense'.

78 . 09 29/05/1989

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Monica 

Sjoo

Three letters referring to a forthcoming Goddess exhibition in Glastonbury, a piece by Sjoo entitled New Age Or 

Armageddon?, the Wakefield Women's Arts Festival, Diane Ohlson, and some slideshows Sjoo did in America and 

will be doing in Germany at the Women's Book Fair as well as in Hamburg.  The letters are dated only by 29/5, 17/7, 

and 28/10, but the material which came with them is dated 1989.   See also note with reference number 83 . 62.

78 . 10 20/06/1989
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Stuart-

Smith

Is inviting Redgrove to write a few words for the back of John Moat's 'Firewater and the Miraculous Mandarin' 

(Enitharmon, 1990) which he will be publishing later that year.

78 . 11 07/10/1989
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Taylor

Letter inviting Redgrove to join a register of authors who support their project of trying to establish a library of 

British Mythology (the details which Taylor sent to Redgrove are in the archive, reference number 78).

78 . 12 07/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove
Various

Sixteen miscellaneous letters covering the asking of advice about menstruation, and PELLA; reactions to 'The Wise 

Wound' and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; invitation to be guest of honour at a school prize giving day; 

asking for details of Redgrove and Shuttle's intensive poetry workshops; tree mythology; a Christmas card; and an 

extract from 'Deep Down', edited by Laura Chester, Faber 1988.

79 . 01 22/07/1985

Nine letters covering publishing matters with regards Redgrove's work; works referred to and discussed are 'The 

Wise Wound'; the proposed menstrual joy handbook (not named but presumably that which eventually became 

'Alchemy For Women'); 'Time For The Cat-Scene'; 'The Three Feathers'; 'Raton Ladron'; Erica and the Giant'; 'The 

Man Named East' (this is referred to in the Routledge and Kegan Paul of America Ltd letter and discussed by 

Redgrove in another letter within this correspondence to Korn - see also record 83 . 23); 'The Glass Cottage'; 'The 

Facilitators'; 'The Beekeepers'; and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'.  Also referred to are Barbara Walker; the 

possible sale of Redgrove's papers to an institution, with reference to Texas, the Brotherton Library at Leeds 

University, and the British Museum; Deborah Hutton at Vogue; Margaret Drabble; Bruce Hunter; Penelope Shuttle's 

'The Lion From Rio'; Robert Nye; D. M. Thomas; Janet Goldstein; Norman Franklin; and Ian Hamilton.
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79 . 02 11/04/1985
Peter 

Redgrove
Various

Forty three miscellaneous letters covering a wide range of topics including: asking Redgrove to write something for 

Strawberry Fare (literary magazine); the abandoning of a project for a proposed children's writing pamphlet, which 

was put to the Chairman of the Three Spires Festival Committee (Cornwall County Council); a letter asking Redgrove 

to do a poetry reading for Wellington Poetry Club, and a workshop the following day; responses to Redgrove's Black 

Goddess lecture/essay; Patricia Beer's book for the National Trust (will be referring to 'Wessex', text by Patricia 

Beer, photographs by Fay Godwin, A National Trust book, Hamilton, 1985), and Redgrove's choice of Kathleen Raine 

for Laureate; a celebration at the Northcott Theatre of G. Wilson Knight's life and work, followed by a performance 

of 'Twelfth Night'; asking Redgrove to contribute either a poem of prose statement to a commemorative volume in 

honour of Robert Graves (being organised by the University of Buffalo (NY); letter referring to a review by Redgrove 

of G. Wilson Knight's book 'Klinton Top' (TLS, 14/06/85, called On the Pond-Path), and outlining the situation with 

regards the Powys book ('Visions and Vices: Essays on John Cowper Powys', by G. Wilson Knight, edited by John D. 

Christie, Cecil Woolf, 1989) after the death of Richard (presumably referring to G. Wilson Knight as Richard); 

interesting letter (dated 23/07/85) on the qualities of water, discussing its latent heat, how it promotes stability 

upon the oceans, and the different properties of solids and liquids; letter asking Redgrove to contribute to a 

symposium proposed by the TLS by writing a short piece on a fictional work which he thinks deserves to be better 

known; Concord (Multi-cultural arts promotions and festivals); letter about a workshop at the Natural Health Centre 

in Penzance; Arvon courses; Redgrove's poems based on pictures by a Japanese printmaker; Jane Whittle's 'Samhain 

on Bodmin Moor' and other poems (see archive, reference number 79); hypnosis and subliminal perceptions; a 

letter asking Redgrove to confirm his name and address for inclusion in a list of people actively involved in the Arts 

and Crafts in Cornwall; letter from Malcolm Ritchie listing Saints with their relevant odours (for example, St. Rose 

and roses, St. Catherine and violets, etc.); letter from a new Arts magazine called Very Green inviting Redgrove to 

contribute a creative or critical piece for later inclusion; plus some personal letters talking about general matters.  

Also referred to are 'Scientist of the Strange'; an Omni interview with Murray Gell-Mann; Ananda (Stephen Parr); 

'The Wise Wound'; Colin Wilson's 'The Occult' (Mayflower, 1973); Crowley; Shirley Toulson; 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist'; 'The Facilitators'; 'The Beekeepers'; Douglas Dunn; Thom Gunn; Van Gogh; Sylvia Plath; Suzanne Vega; 

and Redgrove's 'An Explanation of Two Visions' (Sixth Chamber Press, 1985).

79 . 03 20/09/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Sylvia 

Kantaris

Letter referring to a forthcoming reading by Kantaris; Redgrove's Buveur at Reading poem which appeared in the 

TLS (13/09/85); a review of Redgrove by Paul Kavanagh in Poetry Australia (which she thinks is called Renewing 

Dialects), referring to Alan Jenkins; Judith Kazantzis' review of Kantaris' poetry in City Limits; refers to her own Eight 

Day Sequence; asking if Redgrove or Shuttle have any poems on Zennar and Zennar Church; and general matters 

about her family (and her cat!); refers also to Nicki Jackowska.
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79 . 04 25/12/1985
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove
Suggests dong a collected (poems) according to themes.

79 . 05 04/07/1985
Alix 

Pirhans

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to something unknown which has maybe passed between them, quoting Blake "I am the Secretary - the 

Authors are in Eternity" (the correct quote is actually "Any Other than the Secretary the Authors are in Eternity" 

from letter 27).

79 . 06 06/06/1985

Denis (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter concerning changes in arrangement of maintenance payments to Redgrove's ex-wife and daughter.  By the 

content of the letter, we presume it was sent to Redgrove's solicitor.

79 . 07 28/02/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Caroline 

(surname 

is difficult 

to make 

out)

Short covering note, sending a photocopied article from the New York Review (dated 28/02/85) about two autistic 

twins with a remarkable gift for prime numbers and seeing their factors 'in a flash' as it were; the article is by Oliver 

Sacks, called The Twins (copy in the archive, reference number 79).

80 . 01 28/09/1977

Eight letters concerning the application for a grant, by Redgrove and Lowe, to the National Film Development Fund, 

to make two scripts called 'Collapsar' and 'Sketches in a Paddington Bedsit' (copies of both are in the archive, 

reference number 80), which was turned down; the correspondence continues to explore other possibilities, with 

emphasis on Redgrove's 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', and the play called 'The Hypnotist' 

which was staged in Plymouth in the week prior to 01/02/78; referred to or discussed within the correspondence 

are 'In The Country of the Skin', 'Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger', Sam Wanamaker, Charles Schneer, the National 

Theatre, 'Sons of my Skin', and 'The Wise Wound' (though not specifically named, it is referred to).  The first date in 

the date range is for the second letter in the sequence, as the first one is undated.

80 . 02 04/03/1980

Sixteen letters, all concerned with the matter of Redgrove being one of the judges for the 1982 Arvon Poetry 

Competition (the other judges are Adrian Mitchell, Michael Baldwin, Gwendolyn Brooks, George Barker, Basil 

Bunting, and Stephen Spender); logistical matters are the main content and concern of the letters; also referred to 

are the South Bank Show; past judges (naming Charles Causley, Ted Hughes, and Seamus Heaney); the anthology 

which was produced after the 1980 competition ('1980 Anthology: Arvon Foundation Poetry Competition', edited 

and introduced by Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney, Kilnhurst, 1982); and a Vogue article mentioning an Arvon 

anthology (presumably the 1980 one) in its December 1982 issue.  Also, see 80 . 03 letters.
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80 . 03 09/03/1983

Four letters concerning Hampton's very definite opposition to such competitions as the Arvon Poetry Competition 

which Redgrove is judging (see 80 . 02 letters), discussing the wider topic of the place of poetry in a society where 

the emphasis is on markets and commercialism, when, Hampton believes, the emphasis should be on community; 

also referred to are Hampton's' Poetry and the Marketplace (NUQ, 1980); How the Establishment Absorbs its Critics 

(NUQ, Spring, 1980); ' A Radical Reader: The Struggle for Change in England, 1381-1914' (Christopher Hampton, 

Penguin, 1984); the Falmouth Art School and Redgrove's efforts for the young writing students; 'The Wise Wound'; 

Flaubert; Edgell Rickword; and again Hampton's 'Socialism in a Crippled World' (Penguin, 1981).  Redgrove quotes 

from Hamlet in his letter to Pease (Act. V, Scene II) - "The potent poison quite o'er crows my spirit...He never gave 

commandment for their death...And let me speak to the th'yet unknowing world/How these things came bout,. so 

shall ye hear...Of accidental judgements, casual slaughters...Of that I shall have also cause to speak...lest more 

mischance/On plots and errors happen." (This is how it appears in the letter, though the quote is actually a mixing 

of both Hamlet's and Horatio's words).

80 . 04 30/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Tom 

Lowenstei

n

Letter wondering if Redgrove could arrange for Lowenstein to do a reading in Falmouth in the Autumn/Winter 

1987/88 season, referring to some poems of his which appeared in the 1975 PEN anthology ('New Poems: a PEN 

Anthology of Contemporary Poetry', edited by Patricia Beer, Hutchinson, 1975), the TLS, the cancelled 1987 

Cambridge Poetry Festival, and how he has just translated some Eskimo texts.  Letter came with a folder of poems 

by various people in the Falmouth Poetry Group ("Derek's Group" was written on the outside).   Letter came 

attached to 80 . 05 letter, but seems completely unrelated to it.

80 . 05
Peter 

Redgrove

The "ps" part of a letter to an unknown person about the reasons behind Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle's 

marriage.  The letter came attached to 80 . 04 letter, but seems completely unrelated to it.
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80 . 06 11/05/1984

Despite the large date range, there are only two letters for this record, connected only in that both of them discuss 

their own poetry.  We presume the first letter, from Redgrove, is to Kantaris (and not to another Sylvia) due to its 

content, where Redgrove talks about the understanding of his poetry (or lack of it!) by people who see optimism in 

it, or label it surrealist; he discusses the fear of madness or depression or death as 'inspiring', or as the root of, his 

poems, referring to 'The Letter of Lord Chandos' (Hugo von Hofmannsthal), Rilke, Coleridge, Keats, a tale told by 

Richard Boston about the dying words of a clown (who supposedly said "Now's the time for the cat-scene" - cat-

scene meaning a transformative scene in a pantomime) which Redgrove relates to his poetry, Roger Garfitt, 

Redgrove's poem Wave-Birth (published in 'Dressed As For a Tarot Pack', 1990), Hugo Williams, and Novalis; he 

ends the letter with a poem, called Attempt.  In the other letter, Kantaris discusses her poems First Day of Spring, 

and A Dying Art (both are in the archive, reference number 80), referring also to Robin Robertson.

80 . 07 10/12/1978

Four letters stemming from Nagy's reading of 'The Wise Wound'; the letters discuss in some depth archetypes and 

the Goddess in relation to Redgrove and Shuttle's research, and who 'The Wise Wound' appeals to, and are filled 

with references concerning this topic, including Nagy herself, Cy Hoffman, Paula Smith-Marder, Ploss and Bartel, 

Paula Weideger, Lupton, Delaney, Toth, Louise Patricia Atcheson, The Guardian (women's section), Jung, Shainess, 

the (omitted) chapter of 'The Wise Wound' (which discusses menstrual themes in Blake, Shakespeare, Rilke, Poe, 

Baudelaire, Hughes and Plath - copy of this final chapter is in the archive, reference number 291), Murray Stein, the 

practical follow-up to 'The Wise Wound' (eventually became 'Alchemy For Women'), Erich Neumann's Schema III in 

'The Great Mother', Havelock Ellis, von Franz, and 'The God of Glass'.

80 . 08 10/06/1982
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the outline for a novel (unnamed) and the submission for a book of poems (again unnamed), referring to 

The Apple-Broadcast (we think he is referring to the poem which appeared in the book of the same name) as a 

meditation experience, referring to magnetic fields and radio emissions; other things referred to are a Living Poet 

programme for the BBC, the connection between poetic vision and electro-magnetic radiation, and Redgrove 

leaving the Falmouth Art School.

80 . 09

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Rachel 

O'Leary

Letter of appreciation after reading 'The Wise Wound' (she does say she heard about it in 1978 and that her thanks 

are six years late) asking if they think there is any connection between PMS and post-natal depression, and referring 

to Siberian Shamans, Father Christmas, and the witches' cackle.  Letter is dated only by 6th June.

80 . 10 03/04/1978
Three letters regarding information about the activities of the society, and the sending of certain volumes of the 

journal to Redgrove.
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80 . 11 10/04/1979

One to 

Michael 

Schmidt, 

and one to 

Paul 

Wilkins.

Peter 

Redgrove

Two letters regarding two pieces in Poetry Nation (one is a review of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' by Paul Wilkins in 

Vol. 5, number 4, and the other is a response to this by Geoffrey Pawling in letter form, and in Peter Redgrove 

defence, which appears in Vol. 6, number 1 - copies of both are in the archive, reference number 80); Redgrove's 

letter to Wilkins is in direct response to the review, referring to the quotes on the blurb of 'From Every Chink of the 

Ark' by Hobsbaum, Porter, Ewart, Dodsworth, and Dunn; arguing for the discourse in the poems, and suggesting 

that Wilkins has pre-conceived ideas about the poems and therefore does not read them properly; refers also to 

William Burroughs, Neruda, Rilke, Coleridge, Langland, Shakespeare, the Monty Python team, and Auden; 

Redgrove's closing argument is about how a poet wishes to be read with careful consideration.

81 . 01 01/06/1981

Five letters concerning a National Magic Course which Green is running, with reference by Redgrove to 'The Wise 

Wound' and 'The God of Glass' (which he calls the "fictional supplement" to 'The Wise Wound'); also referred to are 

'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and 'The Beekeepers', which Green comments on briefly, along with the 

beginning of 'The God of Glass'; Marilyn Ferguson's 'The Aquarian Conspiracy' (Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1981 - 

c1980) is also mentioned; the correspondence ends with Redgrove having found a local teacher, so leaving Green's 

distance learning course.  There is some interesting course work by Redgrove on magic in the archive (reference 

number 81).

82 . 01 11/05/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

J Millier (? 

the name 

is difficult 

to make 

out).

Note about a book, called 'Animals of Silence' by Idris Parry (OUP, 1972), being out of print.

82 . 02
Peter 

Redgrove

Jeremy 

Brooks

Card inviting Redgrove to some kind of evening (possibly an exhibition) by Eleanor Brooks at Hertfordshire College 

of Art and Design, and to keep in touch.  The card is undated, but the advertising card for the evening has the 

exhibition dates as 23 September - 11 October 1980.

82 . 03

Peter 

Redgrove 

(presumab

ly)

Penelope 

Shuttle 

(presumab

ly)

Personal postcard - undated.

82 . 04
Peter 

Redgrove

Jane 

Anderson
Listened to 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' that night, and very much enjoyed it.
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82 . 05 20/06/1980
Peter 

Redgrove
Nigel Inglis

Letter outlining a photographic project he is involved in, using Cornwall as his subject; he envisages the finished 

project in book form with text to go with the images (referring to 'Remains of Elmet: Pennine Sequence', poems by 

Ted Hughes, photographs by Fay Godwin, Faber, 1979, as an example) and would like Redgrove to go to his current 

exhibition and then offer comments and views.  A book by Inglis was published by Newlyn Orion called 'Jennings 

Farm 1976-1980', though it does not have any other author listed.

82 . 06 21/04/1972

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Malcolm 

Ritchie 

and Jean

Letter inviting them to come and stay; refers to lunchtime performances he (Ritchie) will be doing at the SohoPoly 

Theatre; refers also to his own 'Transmissions' (Plexus Publishing Ltd, 1974), and to Jean modelling in Paris 

(mentioning Donyale Luna).  The letter, by its nature, is difficult to catalogue, and the above information makes up 

only a small part of it.

83 . 01 19/12/1984

Two letters discussing in some depth the final (omitted) chapter of 'The Wise Wound', and Redgrove's proposed 

new book (he is referring to 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'); discussed or mentioned (mainly in relation to 

these two subjects) are Ted Hughes' 'Gaudete' (1977); the film Carrie (director Brian De Palma, 1976; scriptwriter 

Lawrence D. Cohen; original novel Stephen King); Kafka; Laing's 'The Divided Self' (Tavistock, 1960); Roger Corman's 

film The Tomb of Ligeia (1964) and Edgar Allan Poe; the film Don't Look Now (director Nicolas Roeg, 1973) and 

Daphne du Maurier; Hans Jürgen Syberberg's Parsifal (1982) and 'The Wise Wound'; 'The God of Glass'; reading 

works as a dream rather than as a work of art (a concept which is explained in some depth by Redgrove, referring to 

Langland, Chaucer, Shakespeare, again 'Gaudete' and 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions'); Susan Langer; and the 

concept of "knowingness", mainly in relation to Chaucer, and "shewing", and with discussion of the riddle of the 

Sphinx, Oedipus, and Jung.  See also 58 . 02 record.

83 . 02 24/01/1985 Two letters concerning feedback from a recent 'advanced' course at Totleigh.

83 . 03 28/01/1985
Two letters regarding a book of photographs (unnamed) by Barker and his brother of British poets (there is a book 

called 'Portraits of Poets', by Christopher Barker, and edited by his brother Sebastian Barker, Carcanet, 1986).

83 . 04 08/03/1985

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Michael 

Bayley
Would like a chat with them both about a Contemporary Poetry Course he is planning.
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83 . 05 06/02/1985

Two letters discussing the possibility of them meeting to discuss radio plays, which would be a help in Burton-

Sanigar's Phd research; referred to are 'The Sin Doctor', 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions', 'The Scientist of the 

Strange', and 'Dracula in White'.

83 . 06 05/02/1985
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Two letters referring to 'The Man Named East' being put in for the Commonwealth Poetry Prize, mentioning Peter 

Porter as the UK judge.

83 . 07 06/02/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Roy H. 

Lewis

Card informing Redgrove of two books which have been located (the books are 'The First Decade' and 'Derivations', 

both by R. Duncan, Fulcrum Press, 1968).

83 . 08 12/11/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Sarah 

Butler

Inviting Redgrove to come and speak at her institution when he is in Bristol that April (we do not know what her 

institution is, but she belongs to its English Department).

83 . 09 17/03/1986
Five letters regarding Ash carrying out absent healing on Pete, who was also undergoing chemotherapy.  There are 

copies of some "Respiritual Exercises" which Ash sent to Redgrove in the archive, reference 83 . 09.

83 . 10 20/05/1986

Fifteen letters (two of which are drafts) following three applications to The Society of Authors for an award from 

the Authors' Foundation, all of which were unsuccessful; 'In The Hall of the Saurians' and 'The Wise Wound' are 

both referred to.  Although the first date in the date range is in May 1986, the first letter in the correspondence is 

actually dated by March 1986 only.

83 . 11 19/05/1986
Peter 

Redgrove
Liz Calder

Short note wondering how he is progressing with The Sixth Sense (meaning 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth 

Sense').

83 . 12 02/08/1986

Four letters where issues which are dealt with in 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' are discussed here, before 

that book's publication; the main discussion within the correspondence has a surrealist base, and discussed or 

referred to are J. W. Ritter's 'Fragmente aus dem Nachlass eines jungen Physikers' (Schneider, 1969), Gotthilf 

Heinrich Schubert's 'Ansichten von der Nachtseite der Naturwissenschaft', and also Schubert's 'Die Geschichte der 

Seele' (J. G. Cotta, 1850); Malcolm de Chazal; Oliver Sacks; Ernst Jünger; Lucretius; Ovid; Stevenson's 'Weir of 

Hermiston' (1896); Stanley Burnshaw's 'The Seamless Web' (1970); Donne; Redgrove asking Cardinal for the word 

used by Goethe for "Care" (see 83 . 70 record); Redgrove's interview in Poetry magazine (The Science of the 

Subjective, interviewed by Neil Roberts, Vol. 77, No. 2 - copy in the archive); and a book Cardinal is collecting ideas 

for called, at this stage, 'Natural Signs'; Cardinal also outlines, in his first letter, his recent and planned activities.

83 . 13 07/05/1986 Three letters discussing the possibility of Redgrove judging the 1987 Poetry Competition.
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83 . 14 18/12/1986

Lynne 

Hapgood 

(East 

Midlands 

Arts 

Associatio

n)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter regarding a possible East Midlands tour for Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle; refers to 'The Wise Wound' and 

'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'.

83 . 15 17/10/1986

Three letters concerning a reading by Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle as part of the Poets In Beeston 1987 event; 

Lynne Hapgood (East Midlands Arts Association) is referred to (see 83 . 14 record), as is 'The Wise Wound', and 

Pamela Clunies-Ross of the National Poetry Secretariat.

83 . 16 21/07/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Rick 

Gekoski

Letter referring to having lunch with William Golding, and suggesting that Redgrove ask Golding his Egyptology 

question directly (no more details are given).  The letter is dated only by 21/7, but we presume it is 1986 due to 

26/07/86 written at the top of the letter in Redgrove's handwriting.

83 . 17 15/04/1986
Mrs. 

Preller

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter concerning the booking of a holiday home in Bude.

83 . 18 07/04/1986

Seven letters concerned with the giving of a lecture by Redgrove (which he calls Creativity, Analytical Psychology, 

and The Black Goddess) to the Society of Analytical Psychology, and a discussion afterwards; the opening of the 

correspondence, however, is concerned with a Q.E.D. programme Hubback was on, and the correspondence ends 

with Hubback recommending Redgrove would have a better audience for his ideas from groups other than the 

Society of Analytical Psychologists, referring in particular to the Association of Jungian Analysts, led by Gerhard 

Adler and Martin Store, and the Independent Group of Analytical Psychologists, referring to Ean Begg and Julian 

David.

83 . 19 10/12/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Jacky 

Knight

Letter stemming from hearing a lecture by Redgrove called Creativity and the Unconscious (she could be referring 

to the one mentioned in 83 . 18 record); she wonders could they meet to talk about his work (she seems to think 

that he is a painter as well as a writer); 'Sons of my Skin' is mentioned.

83 . 20 12/12/1986
Roger 

Paris

Peter 

Redgrove

Three page latter discussing sex magic, relating also to 'The Wise Wound' and to G.D. (he is presumably referring to 

the Golden Dawn here); many things are referred to in the discussion, including 'The House of the Hidden Light' (can 

find no reference to this); 'The Book of Lilith' by Barbara Black Koltuv (Maine, Nicolas-Hays, 1986); Draconian 

astrology and Patricia Crane; Grant, Crowley and what he calls the "sexual secret", referring also to the Rainbow 

Snake and Yeats; Nathan Schwartz-Salant; EM radiation, masers, and pheromones; the Hebrew word "Quodosch", 

Durdin-Robertson, Blavatsky, and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; Ithell Colquhoun; the Tree of Life; Wilson 

Knight; menstruation; Violet Firth; and Rudolph Steiner.
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83 . 21 14/02/1986

Nine letters discussing Redgrove's work in general (though some emphasis is placed on 'The Black Goddess and the 

Sixth Sense') and the possibilities of Roberts doing some kind of study on Redgrove's work, as well as discussing 

reviews and an interview; the books, people, and articles/interview referred to are 'The Man Named East'; 'From 

Every Chink of the Ark'; 'Sons of my Skin'; Phillip Brewster and Norman Franklin (both from Routledge); Poetry 

Review being interested in an interview, and Peter Forbes; Words magazine and Phillip Vine; Critical Quarterly and 

Cox (Brian Cox); Cliff Ashcroft; Robin Robertson (Secker); 'Grand Buveur'; 'The Working of Water'; 'The Moon 

Disposes'; 'In The Hall of the Saurians'; a review of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' in Stand by Terry Eagleton; a piece 

by Lawrence R. Ries in the Dictionary of Literary Biography; a short story by Roberts (the story is called A Journey in 

the Snow, and a copy is in the archive, reference number 83); the Radio Times; Alan Brownjohn; Philip Hobsbaum; 

Harold Bloom's book 'The Poems of Our Climate' (the full title of the book is 'Wallace Stevens, the Poems of Our 

Climate', Cornell University Press, 1977); and Kathleen Raine.  The first letter does not have a year on it, but we take 

it to be 1986 due to the content.

83 . 22 03/03/1985
Peter 

Redgrove

Charles 

Tomlinson

Two short letters, one referring to a book (unnamed) which Redgrove has sent to him, Larkin, Hopkins, and The 

Scientist of the Strange; and the other referring to 'The Mudlark Poems' as a companion piece to 'The Working of 

Water', and to the possibility of Redgrove doing a reading at Bristol the following April.

83 . 23 26/09/1986
Three letters concerned with the publicity and the lack of reviews for 'The Man Named East'; initial letter refers to 

the one Redgrove sent to JoAnne Klein dated 26/07/86 (see record 79 . 01).

83 . 24 09/11/1984

Twenty three letters concerned with a South West Arts writers' tour; the correspondence follows the initial idea, 

through a time when the tour looked like it was not feasible, but it seems by the last letter in the correspondence, 

which is an in-depth outline of the readings/workshops given and the places visited, that the tour did in fact go 

ahead.  The letter, dated 30/07/86, from Martin Barker (Clifton Library/Arvon Poetry 1986 Festival) is asking if 

Redgrove would be interested in taking part in a VerseAid day, in conjunction with the BandAid organization, and 

makes no mention of the SWA tour.

83 . 25 23/05/1986
Peter 

Redgrove

Jeremy 

Treglown / 

David C. 

Sutton

Treglown's letter wonders whether Redgrove would be interested in reading at one of the events the TLS are 

organising.  Sutton's letter asks Redgrove for his help in a Location Register project concerning the papers of 

twentieth-century British literary authors.
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83 . 26 21/02/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

Letter referring to 'The Mudlark poems and Grand Buveur', and then discussing the concept of blackness in 

Redgrove's Blackness Visible section of 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' in some depth; refers to his own 

'Splashes from the Cauldron' (can find no reference for this), and to his collaborator Paul Shallcross.

83 . 27 02/02/1987
Two letters regarding an unnamed manuscript which Century would like Redgrove to look at and give an opinion on 

before they decide to commit to it; also mentioned are Stan Gooch, the TLS, and Malcolm Ritchie.

83 . 28 31/03/1987

Serena de 

la Hey (# 

See below)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter making reference to the Phoenix and mentioning 'Tao: the Chinese Philosophy of Time and Change' (Philip 

Rawson and Laszlo Legeza, Thames and Hudson, 1973).  The surname is difficult to decipher; it could be Hey, or 

maybe Henry.

83 . 29 21/01/1987
Three letters concerning the arrangements for a reading tour, referring to Robert Gent at Beeston Library, the 

Poetry Live event, and John Deere.

83 . 30 01/02/1987
Peter 

Forbes

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to an interview with Redgrove by Neil Roberts which has been sent to Forbes' Poetry Review 

magazine (such an interview appeared in Poetry, Vol. 77, No. 2, June 1987, called The Science of the Subjective); 

Redgrove also discusses 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', and refers to a review of 'The Wise Wound' by 

Carol Rumens (no more details are given).

83 . 31 04/02/1987

Four letters discussing in the main the forthcoming move of the Farrar's back to England or Wales from Ireland; the 

books by the Farrars referred to are 'The Witches' Goddess' (full title is 'The Witches' Goddess: the Feminine 

Principle of Divinity', Janet and Stewart Farrar, with line illustrations by Stewart Farrar, Hale, 1987); 'Life and Times 

of a Modern Day Witch' (Janet and Stewart Farrar, Piatkus, 1987); 'Backlash' (Hale, 1988), 'The Witches God' (full 

title is 'The Witches' God: Lord of the Dance', Janet and Stewart Farrar, with line illustrations by Stewart Farrar, 

1989); and 'Omega' (Arrow Books, 1980); also discussed, especially in connection with weather-sensitivity and 

whether the Farrar's should move to Cornwall, is 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'.

83 . 32 15/01/1987

Four letters outlining how Gauquier is a student at Antioch, and would like to work with Redgrove and/or Penelope 

Shuttle; referred to are Judi Benson, Nicki Jackowska, 'sealed writing', and (by implication) 'The Black Goddess and 

the Sixth Sense'.
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83 . 33 02/02/1987

Three letters discussing matters of the Black Goddess in the form of Black Virgins and Mary Magdalene; many 

references are quoted: Kathleen Raine and Temenos; Merrikin Hill's own 'Wakeful in the Sleep of Time' (Taxus 

Press, 1984); Ean Begg's 'The Cult of the Black Virgin' (Arkana, 1985); 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; 

Barbara Walker's 'Woman's Encyclopedia' (probably referring to 'The Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets', 

Harper & Row, c1983); Pierre Emmanuel; 'The Unifying Prism' (full titile is 'The Unifying Prism: Selected Poems of 

Saint-Pol-Roux', translated [from the French] by Brian Merrikin Hill, Mammon Press, 1986); Kenneth White's 'Une 

Apocalypse Tranquille' (Grasset, 1985); Jack Clemo; and Roy Fisher's 'A Furnace' (OUP, 1986).

83 . 34 04/02/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Philip 

Hobsbaum

Letter referring to a project by Hobsbaum and John Milne concerning Martin (no surname is given, but could 

possibly be referring to Martin Booth); mentions Peter Porter and the TLS.  The letter refers to an attachment, but 

there was nothing attached to the letter.

83 . 35 22/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Sylvia 

Kantaris
Moving letter about the death of her father, his funeral, and her memories of him.

83 . 36 27/02/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Harold 

Langham
Is writing to ask Redgrove's help in obtaining a copy of The Sermon (1963); refers to Sir Michael Hordern.

83 . 37 15/05/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

J. E. 

Bennett

Two letters referring to the end of Redgrove's two year Emeritus Fellowship and how the award helped with the 

writing of 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'.

83 . 38 06/07/1987

Three letters discussing matters raised in 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', and in particular EM and 

pheromone masers; and discussing in some depth an article called An Examination of the Menstrual Cycle as a 

Hormone Related Physiological Concomitant of PSI Performance, by Patrice Keane and Risa Wells (appeared in 

'Research In Parapsychology 1978' - copy is in the archive, reference number 83).

83 . 39 27/07/1987
Two letters discussing them meeting up in connection with something Lee is working on (unnamed); discusses 'The 

Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense', and refers to 'The Wise Wound' and Penelope Shuttle's 'The Lion From Rio'.

83 . 40 20/07/1987
Two letters regarding the possibility of Redgrove doing a postal interview for Mital's journal; referred to are 

Kathleen Raine, Temenos, and Poetry Review.

83 . 41 17/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Bruce 

Meyer

Letter outlining Meyer's various projects, referring to a book of interviews which will include one with Redgrove (no 

more details are given) and a bibliography of Redgrove (again, no more details are given); referred to in the letter 

are David Wevill (and his 'Other Names for the Heart', Exile Editions, 1985), Zulf Ghose, Frank Prewett, a Canadian 

poet called Morrell, Leonard Cohen, Alistair MacLeod, Poetry Canada Review, Exile magazine and Barry Callaghan, 

Joe Bruchac, Charles Tomlinson, Peter Porter, and Penelope Shuttle.
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83 . 42 Two short notes concerning the calculations for lending rights on books.

83 . 43
Peter 

Redgrove

Denise 

Pyle

Card which came with some poems she has written; refers to Redgrove's suggested writing techniques, including 

sealed writing.  No surname is given on the card, but the other material which came with it (in archive, reference 

83) includes a leaflet from the Wellbeing Centre, and has Denise Pyle's name on it.

83 . 44
Two letters concerning a reference for the Rev. J. W. Morgan, who Redgrove taught on an advanced writing course 

at the Arvon Foundation.

83 . 45 07/04/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Letter referring to some poems from 'The First Earthquake', and discussing (by implication) 'The Black Goddess and 

the Sixth Sense'; Liam Miller, the Dolmen Press, Yeats, and the Lantern Theatre; and Marie-Louise von Franz's book 

'Death and Dreams' (full title is 'On Dreams and Death: a Jungian Interpretation', translated by Emmanuel Xipolitas, 

Shambhala, 1986).

83 . 46 07/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Pamela 

Stewart

Apologising that Poetry International, in which some of Redgrove's poems were to appear, is no longer being 

produced.

83 . 47 05/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Keith (no 

surname is 

given)

Card mentioning that he has just bought Redgrove's copy of Hughes' 'Gaudete' from Rick Gekoski; refers to the 

possibility that Redgrove may wish to sell any letters he has from Hughes.

83 . 48 17/02/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Wendy (no 

surname is 

given)

Two items referring to her working practice, discussing in particular the topic of blackness; mentions Cliff Ashcroft.  

Some material about this topic came with the letters, and is in the archive, reference number 83.

83 . 49 20/04/1987

Five letters concerning Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle judging the 1987 Arvon Poetry Competition, along with Fleur 

Adcock, Gillian Clarke, Paul Muldoon, Michael Baldwin, Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney; refers to the anthology for 

the 1985 competition; lists the first prize winners for 1987, and the prize-giving, which Redgrove was unable to 

attend.

83 . 50 01/06/1987
David 

Wevill

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to Bruce Meyer, the Falmouth Art School, 'The Wise Wound', and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth 

Sense'; Redgrove has sent something to Wevill on Meyer's request, but no details are given; also referred to are Ted 

Hughes, Sylvia Plath, and Christopher Middleton.

83 . 51 01/04/1988
Two letters referring to the possibility of a reading/tour; mentions 'The Wise Wound' and 'The Black Goddess and 

the Sixth Sense'.
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83 . 52 15/02/1987

Three letters referring to a celebration of the Art School, which is due to merge with another college, mentioning 

Lionel Miskin and Richard Platt; the plans for a publication reflecting the history of the art school, to which 

Redgrove has been asked to contribute, are discussed, although the final letter puts the plans in jeopardy.  Typed 

pages by Redgrove on this theme are in the archive, reference number 83.

83 . 53 04/10/1987

Two letters concerning Ashcroft's thesis on Redgrove (the thesis is held at Sheffield University); referring often to 

'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; Bohm, implicate order, 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense' and the maser 

effect; and 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems'.  The first letter is from Ashcroft to Shuttle, asking her to 

read the manuscript and then decide whether she thinks Redgrove would like it; the second letter is Redgrove's 

reply to Ashcroft, and offers a very useful commentary on the thesis and how Redgrove feels about it.  The second 

letter, from Redgrove to Ashcroft is dated only by Samhain 87 (meaning the first day of November).

83 . 54 30/09/1988
Five letters concerning the participation of Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle in an Angels of Fire performance at the 

South Bank Centre in London, called Transformation.

83 . 55 26/06/1988

Two letters referring to Fountain magazine and a forthcoming review of 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; 

'Secret Shrines' (can find no record of this); the Phantom of the Opera; somebody called Tony (no surname is given) 

with reference to auras; Yeftushenko and Marion Boyars.

83 . 56 21/06/1988
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Nicholson

Three letters concerning the 1989 Dartington conference and workshops; refers to John Moat; a letter Redgrove 

sent to John Lane (see reference number 83 . 57); the Elmhirsts' Art Collection; a recent article by Redgrove in 

Resurgence magazine (we presume he is referring to the interview with John Moat called The Black Goddess which 

appeared in the March-April edition, number 127); and James Hillman.  Dartington conference details are in the 

archive, reference number 83.

83 . 57 26/05/1988

Two letters referring to the possibility of Redgrove giving an introductory talk on the theme of Male and Female, in 

the same vein as a recent series of talks on the theme of Death and Dying (material connected to this is in the 

archive, reference number 83); refers to the John Moat interview with Redgrove in Resurgence called The Black 

Goddess, which appeared in the March-April edition, number 127; 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; 'The 

Wise Wound'; Redgrove being North Cornwall's Writer at Large; and Diane Ohlson (North Cornwall Arts).  The 

second of these letters is referred to in letters with reference number 83 . 56.

83 . 58 21/03/1988
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Gouedard

Letter referring in the main to some photographs taken of Redgrove by Peter (no surname is given), which are in 

the archive (reference number 83); also refers to 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; the Booksellers 

Association; Bruce Chatwin's 'The Songlines' (Cape, 1987); and a Gregory Award which Gouedard will be applying 

for.
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83 . 59 12/02/1988
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Parr

Letter wondering if Redgrove would be interested in doing a talk/reading in Bristol as part of the Arvon Poetry 

Festival; refers to 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; SWA; and NPS (National Poetry Secretariat).

83 . 60 10/06/1988
Peter 

Redgrove

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

Letter informing Redgrove that she has resigned.

83 . 61 05/05/1989 Two letters concerning the possibility of Redgrove reading at the Festival, which he is unable to do.

83 . 62 03/06/1989

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Monica 

Sjoo

Short note referring to the Wakefield Women's Festival, and to Diane Ohlson.  The note is dated only by 3 June, but 

both the Festival and Diane Ohlson are referred to in letters with reference number 78 . 09 (which we have dated 

1989).

83 . 63 07/06/1988

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

P. G. 

Danby

Asking them to display a poster for the forthcoming launch of D. M. Thomas' autobiography (poster is not with the 

letter).  The book is not named but is probably 'Memories and Hallucinations, D.M. Thomas', Gollancz, 1988.  The 

letter is dated only by June 7th, but working on the premise that the book is indeed the one named here, we 

presume the letter was also written in 1988.

83 . 64

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sarah-Jane 

Forder

Two cards; one referring to Grimm's Fairy Tales and the producer at Radio Bristol (Brian Miller); the other referring 

to a reading (no more details are given), Secker, and 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'.  None of the cards 

were dated.

83 . 65
Peter 

Redgrove

Roy H. 

Lewis

Note about some books they are trying to locate for Redgrove, referring to Edgar Allan Poe's 'Eureka', and Ronald 

Duncan.

83 . 66

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jane 

Mayers

Letter about the resignation of Peter Tatham, the chairman of Cumberland Lodge.  The letter is undated, but was 

written some time before 19 July 1986 (see material which came with it, reference number 83).
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83 . 67

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Catherine 

Byron

Letter referring to a forthcoming workshop at Vaughan College, Leicester, as part of the Poetry Live Festival.  The 

letter is undated, but was written some time before 16 May 1987 (see material which came with it, reference 

number 83).

83 . 68 09/03/1987
Peter 

Redgrove

Han 

Kloosterm

an

Letter referring to 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', Carl Kluge, REMs, and hypnotic trances.

83 . 69
Chief 

Inspector

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter expressing concern over the neighbourhood.

83 . 70
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Cardinal

A postcard with the single word "Sorge" written on it, and a reference in Redgrove's handwriting.  The postcard 

actually refers to Goethe's 'Faust' (see letters of record number 83 . 12 where Redgrove asks Cardinal for this word).

83 . 71

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Maura 

Dooley 

and David

Very short note expressing disappointment (probably Redgrove and Shuttle cannot make it to Lumb Bank), and 

referring to Totleigh Barton.
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84 . 01 06/03/1979

Eleven letters; first two letters are both attempts to reopen correspondence between Redgrove and Hobsbaum 

(one of which is not sent) and discuss in some depth (and in response to Hobsbaum's 'Tradition and Experiment in 

English Poetry', Macmillan, 1979) the notion of "fantasy", and indeed obsession, in Redgrove's work, discussing in 

particular 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Wise Wound' (in some depth), 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 'The Glass 

Cottage', and 'The God of Glass' (with reference to Hughes' 'Gaudete', 1977), and referring to 'The Sleep of the 

Great Hypnotist', 'From Every Chink of the Ark', and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; the emphasis moves, amid 

some confusion as to whether Redgrove had upset Hobsbaum in any way, on to Jung in relation to Redgrove's work, 

discussing, mentioning or referring to a book by Hobsbaum on D. H. Lawrence (probably referring to 'A Reader's 

Guide to D.H. Lawrence', Thames and Hudson,c1981); D. H. Lawrence's 'Apocalypse' and 'Etruscan Places'; German 

Romantic philosophers and Goethe, Holderlin, Novalis, and Rilke; Coleridge; Hobsbaum's 'A Theory of 

Communication' (Macmillan, 1970); Heidegger; Hofmannsthal's 'Letter to Lord Chandos' and 'Colours'; Frank 

Kermode; Liam Hudson; Elizabeth Sewell's 'The Orphic Voice' (Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1961); and Yeats, the 

Golden Dawn, Mathers, and Crowley; John Carey and Chris Ricks are also referred to.Also discussed is what 

Hobsbaum calls Redgrove's 'A Poet in University' article (he is presumably referring to A Poet In Teaching: a 

Personal Account - NUQ, Vol. 34, No 2, Spring 1980) and how writers are the best people to teach literature (see 

letter dated 11/06/80), referring to Roy Park's book on Hazlitt (probably referring to 'Hazlitt and the Spirit of the 

Age: Abstraction and Critical Theory', Clarendon Press, 1971), Seamus Heaney, Edwin Morgan, Norman MacCaig, 

and Geoffrey Hill; Martin Bell is mentioned in connection with his posthumous papers, along with Peter Porter and 

John Milne, as is a magazine (the name is difficult to make out) and Alfred Wallis (Cornish painter).  Plath is referred 

to in relation to 'The Beekeepers' and bee poems. The correspondence ends with a discussion of what we presume 

to be the Peter Redgrove special edition of Poetry Review, Vol. 71, No 2-3, referring to Craig Raine and Geoffrey 

Pawling.  Material which came with these letters is in the archive, reference number 84.

84 . 02

Two letters concerning a film Rose is making (she is a student at RCA) to do with women's fertility and the 

repression of it, and asking for Redgrove's advice after hearing from Pru Miskin about the writing of 'The Wise 

Wound'; Carole Tanner (a student at the Falmouth School of Art), and a lecture which Redgrove will be giving called 

Did The Ancients Have Wisdom, are also referred to.  The first letter, from Rose, has no date on it.
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84 . 03 17/05/1977

Seventeen items; correspondence begins with Gurney sending Redgrove a long poem (Ugborough Moor) which he 

refers to as his transformation sequence (this is in the archive, reference number 84); this long sequence sets off 

the main discussion, which is about Gurney's depression and how Redgrove can help him, having experienced a 

similar thing, referring repeatedly to Christianity, and also about the effects of menstruation on Gurney's psyche 

and the suppressed powers related to menstruation, making reference to St. Michael and Dionysus; the main 

discussion also makes reference to Taoism; 'The Wise Wound'; Jungian patterns; John Layard; Homeopathic 

medicine and kundalini yoga; the Falmouth Art School; the tale of the Sybilline books; the idea of blackness; the 

recounting of a dream by Gurney; Jung and Self-realization; Gurney's 'The Transfiguration of the Ocean' (in the 

archive, reference number 84); TM (Transcendental Meditation); Hughes' 'Gaudete' is mentioned in passing in a 

discussion of one of Gurney's plays (see letter dated 01/12/77); 'The God of Glass'; Gurney's idea of writing an 

M.Phil thesis on Redgrove's poetry (and a letter in which he refers to not turning his Oxford BA into an MA for lack 

of £20), Delta, and Roberts (he is presumably referring to Dr. Neil Roberts at the University of Sheffield, as it is in 

connection with his M.Phil proposal).Also referred to are Gurney's 'New Year's Eve', 'ZugZwang', 'Gunnises', 'The 

Fens in Winter', 'Jehanne D'Arque', 'Savonarola', 'The Courtship of Soren Kierkegaard', 'Rasputin', 'The Courtship of 

Frederich Nietzsche', 'Skins', 'The Dance of Life and Death', 'The Healing of Prometheus', and 'Monism in the English 

Poetic Tradition'; also, a pamphlet by Gurney and his wife called 'The Topsoil Schooners', being printed by Peter 

Scupham; 'The Holy Sinner'; William Blake's 'Marriage of Heaven and Hell', 'Milton', and 'Jerusalem', Hitler, and 

Boehme; the Arts Council; Harry Chambers; Poetry Now; Kabbalah, with reference to 'The Mystic Qabala' by Dion 

Fortune, and David Bakan's 'Sigmund Freud and the Jewish Mystical Tradition'; the South-Western Arts Council; Guy 

Underwood's 'The Pattern of the Past'; and Wilson Knight.  Along with what we presume to be Gurney's 'Ugborough 

Moor', there is material in the archive which came with letters dated 09/06/77, 23/07/77, and 27/10/77 - reference 

number 84.   The possibility of an MPhil by Gurney on Redgrove is referred to in a letter from Dr. Neil Roberts within 

the 84 . 34 correspondence.
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84 . 04 08/01/1977

Eleven letters discussing in the main 'The Wise Wound'; Redgrove writes to Hughes to ask his opinion of it, and the 

correspondence progresses to the possibility of using some of Hughes' words about it for advertising and publicity; 

also referred to or discussed within the correspondence are 'The God of Glass'; the Falmouth Art School; 'The 

Beekeepers'; Martin Bell and a book Redgrove is supposed to be editing with Peter Porter (unnamed); Abigail 

Mozley and Bananas; Hughes' 'Hawk in the Rain' (1957) and a critical article on it by Dyson; 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers'; the novel of 'The God of Glass'; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; 'The Beekeepers'; 'Mirror of the 

Goddess'; and Hughes' 'Cave Birds' (1978), discussed in the wider context of Keith Sagar's 'The Art of Ted Hughes' 

(Cambridge University Press, 1975).  The correspondence ends with Redgrove discussing a sex book which he and 

Penelope Shuttle plan to write, making reference to Hughes' Crow and Lumb (in 'Crow', 1971 and 'Gaudete', 1977), 

Christian culture, 'The Wise Wound', and the Black Lady who appears in 'In The Country of the Skin' (see also 95 . 15 

record).  The first letter in this correspondence is dated 1977, but would seem to fit better in the sequence set up 

by this correspondence if it were dated 1978.  However, there is a reference to Redgrove still waiting for the 

broadcast of 'The God of Glass' in the first letter, and we understand that the play was broadcast on 21st July 1977, 

which would make the dating of the first letter to indeed be 1977 and not 1978.

84 . 05 06/12/1978

Four letters discussing some dreams of Robbins' which Redgrove offers tentative interpretations to (see archive, 

reference number 84, for the outline of the dreams discussed), with Redgrove asking Robbins to note her dreams 

when reading 'The God of Glass' and 'The Wise Wound'; also referred to are an unnamed article in the Observer, 

the Financial Times, an award ceremony (possibly referring to the Imperial Tobacco Award which Redgrove received 

for 'The God of Glass'), Francis Hewlett, and Lionel Miskin.

84 . 06 13/09/1978

Three letters discussing 'The Wise Wound', PMS, Dalton's 'Once a Month' (Fontana, 1978), 'The Premenstrual 

Syndrome' (Heinemann Medical, 1964) and 'The Menstrual Cycle' (Penguin, 1969), and referring to the National 

Childbirth Trust.

84 . 07 18/04/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Tom Cross Letter thanking Redgrove and Shuttle for 'The Wise Wound'.
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84 . 08 22/01/1979

Six letters; the first letter refers to a thesis by Kantaris (Love and Surrealism - abstract is in the archive, reference 

number 84) which Redgrove is trying to get a publisher for (see 84 . 09 letters), and then discusses how much she 

(Kantaris) loved Penelope Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden', referring also to 'The Glass Cottage', 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles', 'In The Country of the Skin', and 'Nadja' (André Breton, Gallimard, 1964); the other letters 

contain a discussion of fantasy, fancy, and active imagination, with Redgrove's standpoint being Jungian, and 

Kantaris' being Surrealist, referring to John Layard, Elizabeth Sewell's' The Orphic Voice' (Routledge and Kegan Paul 

Ltd, 1961) and 'Structure of Poetry' (Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1951), Blake, Freud, Coleridge, Joseph 

Campbell's 'The Masks of God', the German Romantic poets, Benjamin Péret (and an article on him by Kantaris from 

New Poetry Australia, November 1974 - copy in the archive, reference number 84), Jon Silkin, Redgrove's teaching 

practises at the Falmouth Art School, Breton, Martin Dodsworth, Philip Callow, and 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 

and discussing 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' in relation to all of this, how one experiences it almost as a 

hypnotic experience, and how it was written during self-hypnosis (the method of which is outlined and discussed in 

letter from Redgrove dated 27/09/79) as an experiment by Redgrove; the final letter is in response to the poem The 

Little Horse by Redgrove which appeared in the TLS (18/04/80), referring also to Philip Hobsbaum's 'Tradition and 

Experiment in English Poetry' (Macmillan, 1979), Frances Berry, Alan Brownjohn, an Arvon course Kantaris did with 

Colin Falck, and 'The Wise Wound'.

84 . 09 21/04/1978

Four letters; the first is a thankyou from Franklin for 'The Wise Wound'; the other three are concerned with the 

possibility of Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd publishing Sylvia Kantaris' doctoral thesis, Love and Surrealism (see 84 . 

08 letters).  Also see letters with reference number 84 . 08.

84 . 10 22/05/1978

Three letters, the first a wonderful letter detailing Barber's reaction to 'The Wise Wound', and mentioning Brigid 

Brophy's 'Black Ship to Hell' (Secker and Warburg, 1962); the other two letters are in connection with a review of 

'The Wise Wound' which appeared in The Times by Dr. Tony Smith (the review is an unsympathetic one, called 

Every Woman's Lot, 08/06/78).  The letters between Barber and The Times have notes typed on them from Barber 

to Redgrove.

84 . 11 07/05/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Jones

Is interested in his new book (not named but probably referring to 'The Wise Wound') and would like him to contact 

her when next in London.

84 . 12 06/05/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Marie Peel Letter thanking them for sending her 'The Wise Wound'.
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84 . 13 05/05/1978

Eight letters discussing both Redgrove's and Wilson's work, in particular Wilson's 'Mysteries' (full title is 'Mysteries: 

an Investigation into the Occult, the Paranormal and the Supernatural', Panther, 1979), 'The Wise Wound', and 'The 

Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; also discussed are the writing of a sequel to 'The Wise Wound' which Redgrove is 

calling 'Deepening'; dry water, auras, and ionic balance; Wilson's book on Wilhelm Reich (we presume he is 

referring to 'The Quest for Wilhelm Reich', Granada, 1981); the nature of orgasm in connection with hypnotism and 

visionary experience; an article on Ionization by Redgrove and Shuttle (not named but could possibly be referring to 

'Vitamins of the Air' - see record 9 . 11) referring to 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems' and 'The Weddings 

at Nether Powers'; and Stan Gooch's 'Guardians of the Ancient Wisdom' (Wildwood House, 1979), 'Total Man' (Allen 

Lane, 1972), and 'The Paranormal' (Wildwood House, 1978).

84 . 14 01/05/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Gordon

Letter referring to a book by his late stepfather, George Sansom (the book is not named, but as we are given the 

publication date, we presume he is referring to 'Japan: a Short Cultural History', Cresset Press, 1931); the rest of the 

letter is concerned with 'The Wise Wound' and how it could have been improved with better editing and more care 

(Gordon was the indexer of 'The Wise Wound', first edition).

84 . 15 02/05/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Kate 

Kavanagh

Letter in response to 'The Wise Wound', picking out parts of the book to discuss which particularly interested her, 

and discussing also Richard Wagner's 'Parsifal' in connection with her discussion of 'The Wise Wound'; refers to a 

visit by a Penelope M to Redgrove and Shuttle.

84 . 16 22/05/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Patrick 

Kavanagh

Letter in response to 'The Wise Wound', praising it for being a useful book; refers to a Penelope M who visited 

Redgrove and Shuttle.

84 . 17 31/05/1978

Three letters, the first in response to 'The Wise Wound', and the other two concerning an assessment by Kitchen of 

some of Susan Hudson's work (one of Redgrove's students at the Falmouth Art School).  Assessment piece is in the 

archive, reference number 84.

84 . 18 26/04/1978
Dr James? 

Hillman

Peter 

Redgrove

Covering letter for 'The Wise Wound' (sent under separate cover) outlining why it was written, referring to John 

Layard, Lionel Miskin, Pru Miskin, and Penelope Shuttle.   See also 84 . 70 letter.

84 . 19 03/04/1978 Four letters concerning Medline searches for menstruation references, and discussing 'The Wise Wound' briefly.
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84 . 20 21/09/1978

Priscilla 

(no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter referring to her response and criticism of 'The Wise Wound'.

84 . 21 26/09/1978
Dr. 

Richards

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to an interview with Dr. Richards and Tim Eiloart in the New Scientist for 21/09/78 (the article is 

called Psychology in Infancy - a copy is in the archive, reference number 84), and then going on to outline the 

discussion of PMS in 'The Wise Wound'.

84 . 22 13/12/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Jim (? the 

name is 

difficult to 

make out, 

and no 

surname is 

given).

Card referring to 'The Wise Wound' and to his book about love (no details are given).

84 . 23 13/09/1978

Fifteen letters: the bulk of the letters are concerned with a review of 'The Wise Wound' by Dr. John A. Loraine in 

Contemporary Review called The Menstrual Process, September, 1978 (copy is in the archive, reference number 

84); Redgrove and Shuttle put a lot of effort into answering what they see as the wrongs of this review.  The letters 

with Professor Taylor are highly interesting comments on particular sections of 'The Wise Wound'.  Also referred to 

is a booklet on Premenstrual Syndrome given out on behalf of women's Health Care at St. Thomas' Hospital Medical 

School (copy of booklet is in the archive, reference number 84).

84 . 24 30/08/1978

Two letters concerned with timelessness and the nature of time, referring to T. S. Eliot's 'Four Quartets' (Harcourt, 

Brace and Co., 1943), the writing of poetry, dreaming, the moment of psycho-analytic insight, secular and sacred 

time, and some of Redgrove's poems (which he lists as possible examples of timeless moments).
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84 . 25 20/09/1978

Three letters: the first is concerned with extracts from 'The Wise Wound' being printed in Bananas, and refers to 

Mozley's poem The Pumpkin-Coloured Lampshade Paints Things Red (see also 239 . 20 letters); the other two 

letters are concerning an interview with Redgrove for the magazine (see list of questions by Mozley in the archive, 

reference number 84), which is presumably the one which appeared in Bananas, Autumn 1979 edition, pp. 8-12 

(copies are in the archive in notebook with item reference 63 II - shelf reference 3/1, and with 'other material', 

reference number 30); also mentioned is an article by Martin Dodsworth, where Dodsworth refers to the problem 

of Redgrove's energy not defining itself (the article being referred to is a review of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' 

which appeared in The Guardian, 16/08/79, called Brides, Grooms, and Dark Gods - copy is in the archive, reference 

number 84), the film The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973), 'The God of Glass', and 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist'.

84 . 26 27/08/1978

Two letters referring to 'The Wise Wound', and discussing the position of women in the Christian Church and the 

question of whether they should be ordained to the priesthood; an essay of Harris', which appeared in 'Man, 

Woman, and Priesthood' (edited by Peter Moore, SPCK, 1978), is discussed, and Ms Laski (presumably referring to 

Marghanita Laski), Marina Warner (and a book by her which is here called The Virgin - could be referring to 'Alone 

Of All Her Sex: the Myth and the Cult of the Virgin Mary', Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1976), and Joan Morris are all 

referred to, partly in connection with the possibility of a review of 'The Wise Wound' on BBC radio.  See also 84 . 33 

record (correspondence with Marina Warner).

84 . 27
Two letters discussing Sinason's favourable reaction to 'The Wise Wound', and menstrual dreams in general; also 

asks for poems from Redgrove and Shuttle to go into the next issue of Gallery.

84 . 28 09/12/1978

Three letters discussing the show Period Piece (which is about menstruation and was put on at The Edinburgh 

Festival) in relation to 'The Wise Wound'; and another programme about menstruation.  Also referred to are the 

programme Gamut are putting on from Bertolt Brecht's Fears and Miseries of the Third Reich, 'The God of Glass', 

and Penelope Shuttle's 'The Dauntless Girl'.

84 . 29 21/07/1978

Six letters concerning 'The Wise Wound' and its publication in America, and trying to find details of a study which 

Redgrove believes to have been conducted at the C. G. Jung Institute in Zürich called 'Menstruation and Psychic 

Maturity', supervised by Marilyn Nagy Bond.

84 . 30 11/08/1978
Peter 

Redgrove
Roy Ascott

Letter of appreciation for 'The Wise Wound', referring also to Leo (no surname is given, but could possibly be 

referring to Leo Heaton of the Falmouth Art School).
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84 . 31 03/12/1978

Three letters (one of which has "Not Sent" written on it) concerning a project Rose is thinking about of publishing a 

book of poets which she hopes will redress the critical balance, and Redgrove defines this in his letter by saying that 

what she is referring to is the "alternative tradition"; referred to in this interesting discussion are 'The Wise Wound', 

Blake and Yeats (with particular reference to John Senior's 'The Way Down and Out', Cornell University Press, 1959, 

and alternative tradition), John Horder, Valerie Sinason, Roland John, Christopher Ricks, Michael Horovitz, Penelope 

Shuttle, and Nicki Jackowska.  The outline of Rose's polemic is in the archive, reference number 84.   See 84 . 48 

record for continuation of this correspondence.

84 . 32 05/09/1978

Six letters: the discussion centres around a review by Peschmann (the only details we are given is that it appeared in 

a publication called English) of Hughes' 'Gaudete' (Faber and Faber, 1977) and specifically concerns the figure of 

Lumb, mainly in connection with Keith Sagar's book (unnamed but possibly referring to 'The Art of Ted Hughes', 

Cambridge University Press, 1975) and a discussion of shamanism, along with the notion of insular Englishness and 

not taking account of European poetry if it is in translation, with particular reference to F. R. Leavis; as well as this 

main discussion, which evolves into a discussion of the critics place in literature, there is also attention paid to 

Redgrove's work and Peschmann's responses to it; the works by Redgrove discussed or referred to are 'Sons of my 

Skin', 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', 'The Force', 'The God of Glass', 'The Wise Wound', 'In The Country of the Skin', 

'The Glass Cottage', and the poems The Idea of Entropy at Maenporth Beach ('Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', 1972) and 

The Widower ('The Force', 1966); also discussed, mentioned or referred to are Djuna Barnes, Ann Quinn, Paul 

Abelson, Anais Ninn, Elizabeth Smart, Doctorow, Brautigan, T. S. Eliot, Sylvia Plath, Penelope Shuttle, Marie Peel, 

Hughes' 'Crow' (Faber, 1972) and 'Wodwo' (Faber and Faber, 1967), Rilke, St. John Perse, Baudelaire, Dante, 

Gurdjief, Rasputin, Blake, von Baader, Novalis, Greaves, Oliphant, Solovyev, Merezhkovsky, Berdyaev, Crowley, 

Pawling, Neil Roberts and his Delta review on 'Gaudete' called What Was My Error? (Delta no. 57, Winter 1977, see 

record 84 . 34), Holbrook, Larkin, Anne Stevenson, Erwin (with reference to the Hudson Review interview, which 

appeared in Vol XXVIII, No 3, Autumn 75), R. F. C. Hull, Shelley, Byron, Thwaite, R. P. Blackmur, Jane Harrison, 

Mircea Eliade, and Joseph Campbell.  A lot of the names listed are used in support of the ongoing discussion about 

the nature of criticism and about shamanism.   There are photographs of Redgrove, Shuttle, and their daughter Zoe, 

in the archive, reference number 84, taken by Peschmann.
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84 . 33 01/09/1978

Ten letters; the discussion begins with the place of women in Christianity and the ordination of women priests, 

referring to 'The Wise Wound', and in particular the final omitted chapter called The Menstruous Traveller (copies 

of this are in the archive, reference number 180, and reference number 291).  However, the main discussion is 

about 'The Wise Wound' and a talk on it for radio which Warner will be doing (paper copy is in the archive, 

reference number 84); of particular interest is Redgrove's careful and in-depth reply to the copy of the talk, before 

it is broadcast (see letter dated 16/11/79), where he discusses, amongst other things, shamanism, menstrual blood 

in a ritual framework (with reference to Mary Douglas' 'Purity and Danger' (Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1969), the 

inner rhythm of a woman which a man lacks, automatic writing and Georgie Yeats, sex and the imagination, Jung, 

the possibility of paranormal phenomena, 'The God of Glass', skin sensitivity, the need to take account of the 

menstrual cycle along with both men's and women's psychology in the experience of sexuality, the writing of 

'Deepening' and active and passive orgasms in both men and women, and the relationship of sexuality with 

imagination, dreaming, and the creative process (making the point that repression of such things stifles the full 

potential of people, which Redgrove calls evil).  Also referred to within the correspondence are Warner's book 

'Alone Of All Her Sex: the Myth and the Cult of the Virgin Mary' (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1976), the Guardian, Jean 

Morris, Margaret Drabble and the Listener, Abigail Mozley and Bananas, the omphalos, Cy Hoffman's 'Menstruation 

and the Unconscious; A Content Analysis of Dreams' (Ph.D. 1976, California School of Professional Psychology), 

Louise Patricia Atcheson's 'Menstruation: Myth, Taboo, Belief and Fact' (Ph. D. 1977, University of New York), 

Virginia Lee Ernster's 'Attitudes and Expectations about Menstruation Among Girls of Menarcheal Age' (Columbia 

University, 1977), Lorraine Ann Redderson's 'The Effect of Selected Exercise Programmes on the Discomforts 

Associated with Menstruation of College Women' (University of Arkansas, 1975), the fact that Redgrove has a 

scientific background, Quarto, and the TLS.  See also 84 . 26 record (correspondence with Ms Sue Harris)
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84 . 34 19/12/1977

Seventeen letters: the discussion springs from Roberts' review of Gaudete, called What Was My Error?, which 

appeared in Delta, no. 57 (Winter, 1977), and is an extremely in-depth, lively, and interesting correspondence, 

dealing in the main with Ted Hughes' and Redgrove's work (not always in connection with or in opposition to one 

another) discussing Hughes' 'Crow' (1972) as well as 'Gaudete' (1977), and 'Hawk In The Rain' (1957) later on in the 

correspondence, evoking theories of the imagination, linked to sex and menstruation, and referring often to 'The 

Wise Wound', with particular reference to the omitted chapter eight, called The Menstruous Traveller (copies of 

this are in the archive, reference number 180, and reference number 291); there is also an interesting discussion of 

'In The Country of the Skin', and on 'The God of Glass' (both the radio play and the novel), and Sylvia Plath is also 

sometimes discussed.Also discussed, mentioned or referred to are Thomas S. Szasz's 'The Manufacture of Madness' 

(Paladin, 1973); the film The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973); Frédérick Leboyer and the birth trauma; 

Hughes' Shakespeare essay (referring to 'With Fairest Flowers While Summer Lasts' - this is the note at the end of 'A 

Choice of Shakespeare's Verse', selected with an introduction by Ted Hughes, Faber and Faber, 1971, which was 

published in America under the name Redgrove refers to it with); shamanism; the Secondary and Primary 

consciousness'; the differences between male and female sex; menstruation; skin eroticism; the effects on a child in 

the womb of its mothers' love making, and the notion of the organs of a woman's body creating a hum in the uterus 

like that of bees (the Om sound); active and passive orgasms and sexuality; Roberts' book on Hughes (the only book 

by Roberts on Hughes is 'Ted Hughes: a Critical Study', by Terry Gifford and Neil Roberts, Faber,1981); Pawling; 

Keith Sagar; an essay by Roger Garfitt on The Group in 'British Poetry Since 1960' (edited by Michael Schmidt and 

Grevel Lindop, published by Carcanet Press Ltd, 1972); Langland; Milton; Philip Hobsbaum; Irving Wardle; Harold 

Pinter; Marianne Moore; Stephen Spender; Yeats; T. S. Eliot; Thomas Mann; Christopher Middleton; David Wevill; 

Coleridge; Blake; The Group and Cambridge; Jung; the way Hughes is treated by critics, with particular reference to 

Keith Sagar; Heidegger; Von Hofmannsthal's 'Letter to Lord Chandos'; and Holbrook.Redgrove's works which appear 

within the correspondence and have not been mentioned above are 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; 'The Terrors 

of Dr Treviles'; the sequel to 'The Wise Wound', called 'Deepening'; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark'; 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems'; 'The Beekeepers'; and 'Sons of my Skin'.  Roberts 

mentions the possibility of supervising John Gurney in an MPhil on Redgrove (discussed by Gurney with Redgrove in 

84 . 03 letters)   A copy of Roberts' Delta review, and a letter from a newspaper about women priests (which is 

referred to in the correspondence), are both in the archive, reference number 84.
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84 . 35 13/11/1978

Thirty eight letters: the first part of the correspondence begins by sending Gooch 'The Wise Wound'; the ensuing 

discussion is an in-depth one, covering Neanderthal sexuality; active and passive orgasm in both men and women; 

skin eroticism; trance experience, with reference to 'howlback' and child-birth, and sexual intercourse and sex-

magic; paramenstrual dreams; the notion of male breastfeeding; automatic writing, with reference to 'The 

Beekeepers', Irving Rosenberg, autohypnosis-relaxation, W. B. Yeats, the Golden Dawn, and Crowley; dream 

analysis; the image of the Goddess in Redgrove's work; combined uterus sounds which make a humming sound (the 

Om sound); briefly Gooch's 'The Paranormal' (Wildwood House, 1978), with reference to symbolic knowledge, 

Koestler, Elizabeth Sewell's 'The Orphic Voice' (Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1961), Hughes' essay in 'A Choice of 

Shakespeare's Verse' (selected and with an introduction by Ted Hughes, Faber and Faber Ltd, 1971), the relationship 

between symbols and the paranormal, and active imagination.In a seven page letter from Redgrove dated 

17/01/79, Gooch's 'The Paranormal' is considered systematically and in great depth, discussing trance experience 

with examples which include discussion of or reference to Gooch's 'Total Man' (Allen Lane, 1972) in relation to 

teaching at the Falmouth Art School (and referring to Donald Hatch Andrews' book 'The Symphony of Life'); 

Ouspensky; J. B. S. Haldane; Rodney Collins; "super-consciousness", dreaming, and sexual experience; Gerald 

Massey and cultural symbolism; the Kirlian auras, the effect of ions, 'The Ion Effect: How Air Electricity Rules Your 

Life and Health' by Fred Soyka with Alan Edmond (Bantam Books, 1978), orgone, sexual alchemy, and "negions" 

(negative ions); the practice of wise women, spiritual healing, and hypnosis, with reference to 'Hypnosis and 

Behaviour Modification' by Kroger and Fezler (Lippincott, 1976), and discussion of 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist'; a mention of Anton Ehrenzweig's 'The Hidden Order of Art' (1967) in a discussion of the relationship of 

trance experience and artistic creativity, referring to "flieing" (giving 'assistance' to a clairvoyant), Joseph Campbell's 

'Masks of God' (Secker and Warburg, 1960), and the "tricks" of a spirit healer; the menstrual trauma and the birth 

trauma; 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; Rilke and the poet's function to tell one something; the skin as an organ, 

referring to Freud, Jung, Caron Kent, and James Joyce; David Bakan's 'The Duality of Human Existence' (Beacon, 

1966); intuition and subjectivity, with reference to Roger Poole's 'Deep Subjectivity' (probably referring to 'Towards 

Deep Subjectivity', Allen Lane, 1972) and a piece Redgrove wrote on Einstein (unnamed, but possibly the one from 

Meridian entitled 'The Wet Dream of Albert Einstein' - see notebook number 59, shelf reference 2/4), Pauli, Kepler, 

archetypes, symbols, Goethe, Yogins, shared subjectivity in connection with analyses of dreams, David Miller, and 

Kerenyi.The correspondence continues with discussions relating to earlier points raised; Gooch outlining what he is 

84 . 36 28/04/1978
Hallam 

Tennyson

Peter 

Redgrove
Presumably sending a copy of 'The Wise Wound', referring also to 'The Dauntless Girl' and 'The God of Glass'.
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84 . 37 22/10/1979

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Carrie 

Born

Sending them a copy of her thesis, called Apogee, which she wrote in response to 'The Wise Wound' (copy of thesis 

is in the archive, reference number 84); mentions Marigold Hodgkinson.

84 . 38 27/09/1979

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

The name 

is difficult 

to make 

out, but it 

looks like 

Lesley 

Saunders.

Letter of appreciation for 'The Wise Wound'; sending some poems she has written (in the archive, reference 

number 84); refers to Judith Kazantzis; would like publication details of 'A Feminist Jung'.

84 . 39 11/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Annie (no 

surname is 

given)

Letter referring to 'The God of Glass'; her award of an Arts Council Bursary and new job as Trainee Director at the 

Theatre Royal, York; refers to her past menstruation work.

84 . 40 03/11/1978

Eight letters discussing in the main a review which Fowles is writing on 'The Wise Wound' for the Journal of 

Analytical Psychology (we presume she is referring to review which appeared in Vol. 24, No. 3, July 1979, pp. 266-

268 - copy is in the archive, reference number 22); letter to Fowles, dated 27/09/79, is a response to this review, 

discussing von Franz and active imagination, Jungian ideas of fantasy, Coleridge's Secondary Imagination, and 

referring to Penelope Shuttle's 'The Mirror of the Giant' and Redgrove's 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; also 

discussed within the correspondence are Cy Hoffman's dissertation 'Menstruation and the Unconscious; A Content 

Analysis of Dreams' (Ph.D. 1976, California School of Professional Psychology); M. Nagy-Bond's 'Menstruation and 

Psychic Maturity' (C. G. Jung Institute in Zürich, 1966), and an Observer article (unnamed) on Redgrove and 

Shuttle.The letter from Gooch to Fowles is in response to Fowles' 'The Wise Wound' review, outlining how Gooch 

has taken some of Redgrove and Shuttle's thoughts further in his own 'Guardians of the Ancient Wisdom' 

(Wildwood House, 1979).
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84 . 41 25/09/1979

Four letters discussing 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', making reference to the Hopi and Ute Indians in the 

States and the Hopi statement to the U. N. which was not given a hearing; 'The God of Glass', inspiring discussion of 

and reference to the nature of the Kingdom within us and the nature of Jesus (a discussion which leads Raine to 

comment on how the perception of such things has led to the present hatred of women), magic and magick, 

William Blake, Yeats and Crowley, Jung, and the oppositions in Spain of Islamic culture and Spanish Catholicism.  

Also discussed or referred to are 'The Wise Wound' review by Barbara Fowles in the Journal of Analytical Psychology 

(unnamed but probably referring to review which appeared in Vol. 24, No. 3, July 1979, pp. 266-268 - copy is in the 

archive, reference number 22; see also 84 . 40 record) with reference to James Hillman of Spring (American Jungian 

Journal); some poems by Redgrove to be hopefully published in Temenos; David Gascoyne; Edwin Muir; Vernon 

Wakins (presumably Raine is referring to Vernon Watkins); Redgrove's play 'Jack Be Nimble' (1980); Penelope 

Shuttle's experience of hospitals when giving birth to her daughter Zoe; and a review Redgrove has been asked to 

do, by The Guardian, of two of Raine's books (unnamed).
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84 . 42 23/03/1979

Nine letters involving some in-depth discussion of some of the ideas in Redgrove's work, prompted by an article by 

Gitzen which appeared in Helix (no more details of the article are given), with the image of the mud-maiden being a 

recurring point of discussion, and the discussion also covering a further article and review by Gitzen on Redgrove's 

work; discussed or referred to within the correspondence are 'The Wise Wound'; Ted Hughes' later poetry and how 

our society is territorial rather than open to integration, referring also to Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber and 

Faber, 1948), Fraser (we presume Redgrove is referring to James Frazer here); poemagogic images, with reference 

to the Russian science fiction film 'Solaris' (director Andrei Tarkovsky, 1972), Anton Ehrenzweig, Rosemary Gordon, 

and Graham Wallas (in this part of the discussion, Redgrove is discussing stages which he simplifies by calling 

preparation, incubation, inspiration, and verification (this could be seen as a comment on his own working method); 

'From Every Chink of the Ark'; 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; Philip Hobsbaum and his 'Tradition and Experiment 

in English Poetry' (Macmillan, 1979); the poems called The Wells and Dance The Putrefact (both from 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark', 1977), in particular the latter one with reference to the two goddesses (meaning ovulating and 

menstruating), horror films, and the final chapter of 'The Wise Wound' which had to be omitted; Redgrove's 

religious attitude and Jesus; 'The God of Glass'; 'The Beekeepers'; William Blake's views on Jesus, with reference to 

Human Imagination; Jung; 'The Glass Cottage'; the state of "active imagination" with reference to Jung, and 

Redgrove's work (refers to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'); discussed briefly is Jung's idea of myth, the notion of 

materialism (with reference to post-Einsteinian science), and the relationship between myths and modern science; 

the idea of Romantic love in connection with 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; 

Redgrove's attitude towards death, with reference to his insulin shock treatment, the poem Lazarus and the Sea 

('The Collector', 1959), John Layard, Homer Lane, and shamanism; the correspondence continues with discussion of 

the importance of skin as an erotic organ in Redgrove's work; the final letter in this correspondence is Redgrove's 

response to a review of Gitzen's (unnamed), discussing in the main the novel of 'The God of Glass', and 'The Sleep of 

the Great Hypnotist', with reference to Jung's differentiation of the four faculties; active imagination; how 

Redgrove's information comes from experience, referring to his teaching, seeing skin, and the bee-hum (the Om 

sound); Sylvia Plath's bee imagery in her last poems; Yeats; and the skin as a symbolic window.  Copies of Gitzen's 

work on Redgrove, entitled 'The Song of the Bees: Fiction and Poetry by Peter Redgrove' and 'Peter Redgrove: 

Mutation and Metaphor', are in the archive, reference number 84.

84 . 43 02/04/1979

Two letters considering the possibility of Redgrove contributing to a book which Moat and John Fairfax are 

proposing on teaching writing techniques; Ted Hughes, Stan Barstow, Paddy Kitchen, Edward Blishen, Wes Magee, 

Michael Baldwin, Alan Brownjohn, Fleur Adcock, Adrian Henri, 'The Wise Wound', Penelope Shuttle, and Jacqueline 

Korn are all referred to.

Page 133 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

84 . 44 12/03/1979
Philip 

Hobsbaum

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter in response to the chapter on Redgrove in Hobsbaum's 'Tradition and Experiment in English Poetry' 

(Macmillan, 1979); Redgrove discusses the question of Romantic imagery and the difference between 'Classical' and 

'Romantic' writers; the notion of blackness in his work and fantasy, discussing in particular 'In The Country of the 

Skin' (and sensation), and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; 'The Glass Cottage'; 'The God of Glass' (and referring to the 

review by Neil Roberts called What Was My Error?, which appeared in Delta, no. 57, Winter, 1977); 'The Sleep of 

the Great Hypnotist'; 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; and 'The Wise Wound', in 

particular the final omitted chapter which discusses menstrual themes in Blake, Shakespeare, Rilke, Poe, Baudelaire, 

Hughes and Plath (copy of this is in the archive, reference number 291); also referred to are Langland, Blake, and 

Eliot.

84 . 45 31/01/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Sylvia 

Kantaris

Letter from Kantaris to Redgrove presumably referring to Redgrove trying to get Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd to 

consider publishing Kantaris' thesis Love and Surrealism (abstract is in the archive, reference number 84) - see 84 . 

08 and 84 . 09 letters; both the novel and radio play of 'In The Country of the Skin'; the artist/person identification 

(see 84 . 35 record, where this is also discussed) with reference to the Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics 

(photocopies of Polynesian Poetry and Polynesian Prose references are enclosed, reference number 84), and 'The 

Wise Wound'.

84 . 46 25/11/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Chloë 

Talbot 

Kelly

Is having difficulty getting hold of 'The Wise Wound' and would appreciate details of how to obtain it.

84 . 47 25/06/1979
Miss 

O'Connor

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter informing her of the existence of 'The Wise Wound' after being told by Ted Hughes of the subject matter of 

O'Connor's entry for a writing competition.  Copy of entry is in the archive, reference number 84.

84 . 48 09/01/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Harriet 

Rose

Two letters discussing in detail her proposal for an anthology of poets with which she wants to convey a critical 

point (what she calls in her earlier correspondence redressing the critical balance); she discusses the Women's 

Movement, feminism and the question of separatist groups; feminist workshops; shamanistic poetry; structuralists; 

'The Wise Wound'; and a theatre script she has written which is due to be performed at the Oval House from May 

18th (presumably 1979) called 'The Fire Room'.  Referred to in connection with the above topics are Lilian Mohen; 

Ann Fenn directing Lorca's 'Five Years Pass'; Ruth Fainlight, Plath, Wittig, Russ, Barnes, Millet, and Rich; Malcolm 

Lowry; Edith Sitwell; John Senior, Yeats, and Blake; Penelope Shuttle, Nicki Jackowska, Anne Bresford, and Frances 

Horovitz; Valerie Sinason; Dannie Abse; Ursula Holden; applications to the Arts Council for her project; and Zsa Zsa 

Gabor, Marilyn Monroe and Rita Hayworth (in connection with 'The Fire Room').  This correspondence is a 

continuation of that documented in 84 . 31 record
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84 . 49 15/06/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

Letter discussing 'The God of Glass' and how some extreme groups may see its depiction of a black man as racist, 

and refers to 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; outlines his present job prospects, thanking Redgrove for a 

reference; refers to Freud's 'The Interpretation of Dreams', Jung, and Marxism; to some help Redgrove gave Brown 

concerning some poems he sent to Redgrove; also refers to Anthony Thwaite, the CNAA degree board, Mr. Howard 

Williams, Brown's own 'Specimens' booklet (Sceptre Press, 1979); a catalogue of Afro/Caribbean literature 

(unnamed), the Sussex University magazine called 'Magazine', Octavio Paz, and Alan Ross' cricket anthology 

(presumably referring to 'The Cricketer's Companion', edited by Alan Ross, Eyre Methuen, 1979).  A small cutting 

from Socialist Challenge (17/05/79) about menstrual regulation and abortion facilities came with the letter.   A 

photocopy of pp 106-107 from Octavio Paz's 'Children of the Mire' came with the letter (no publication details are 

given).

84 . 50 09/07/1979

Three letters discussing 'The God of Glass' and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' in great detail, and relating them 

to specific dreams; also referred to are Arnold Keyserling; the Reichian techniques of massage; Yeats, Crowley, and 

the Golden Dawn; and a Diploma Course being planned by the Bleakleys (no more details are given).  Unnamed 

poem by Alan Bleakley, written in response to a dream arising from reading 'The God of Glass', is in the archive, 

reference number 84.

84 . 51 24/07/1979

Two letters: Redgrove is answering Grant's request for advice on a theme she is exploring on the conscious and 

unconscious; he refers to Elizabeth Sewell's 'The Orphic Voice' (Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1961); Charles 

Rycroft's 'Innocence of Dreams' (Hogarth Press, 1979); von Franz; Jung; Freud; Yeats; Blake; the Golden Dawn; and 

'The Unicorn: William Butler Yeats' Search For Reality' by Virginia Moore (Macmillan, 1954).

84 . 52 27/06/1979

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Svein 

Gronner 

Hanssen

Letter requesting scientific source for negative ionization theory set out by them in that months Forum magazine.

84 . 53 01/11/1979
Guardian 

Women

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter to Open Space in agreement with one written by Beryl Kingston of the National Childbirth Trust (dated 

01/11/79) regarding the need for more information on women's menstrual cycles, referring to 'The Wise Wound' 

and the proposed sequel 'Deepening'.  The newspaper cutting of Kingston's letter is in the archive, reference 

number 84.
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84 . 54 14/04/1979
John 

Horder

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter about an article by Horder in The Listener entitled Hugging Humans (12/04/79, copy is in the archive, 

reference number 84), referring to 'Deepening', the skin as the brain of the spirit (with reference to 'In The Country 

of the Skin'), 'The Wise Wound', and Coleridge's idea of "double touch".

84 . 55 24/03/1979

Four letters: the first one (dated 24/03/79) should be read in connection with 84 . 56 letters, concerning Coleridge's 

poem Kubla Khan and how one visualises the poem; the letter also refers to a review (unnamed) by Redgrove, for 

The Guardian, of Charles Rycroft's book 'The Innocence of Dreams' (Hogarth Press, 1979).  The other three letters, 

sparked by Redgrove's reading of Beer's 'Coleridge's Poetic Intelligence' (Macmillan, 1977), discuss the ideas of 

Primary and Secondary Consciousness, the unconscious mind, dream, and the imagination, with reference to or 

discussion of a recent article by Bentall in New Scientist on Electromagnetism, discussing it in connection with 

negative ionization; Freud's Primary and Secondary Process (with reference to Rycroft's 'The Innocence of Dreams'); 

Jung; Coleridge; Rodney Collins; 'The Wise Wound'; Rosemary Gordon; Anton Ehrenzweig; a piece by Beer called 

Wordsworth and the Face of Things; Blake; Lawrence; V. Heine; F. W. H. Myers; a selection of children's poetry 

chosen by Beer and his wife (selection is unnamed) which includes Redgrove's poem Serious Readers (from 'From 

Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) in a section entitled Taking a Closer Look; Giovanni Caselli; Rycroft's Dictionary of 

Freudian Terms (we presume that what is being referred to here is 'A Critical Dictionary of Psychoanalysis', Charles 

Rycroft, Nelson, 1968); Jung's Collective Unconscious; Beer's 'Blake's Visionary Universe' (Manchester University 

Press, 1969) and 'Coleridge the Visionary' (Chatto & Windus, 1959); and the group around Gerald Massey, referring 

to 'The Natural Genesis' (London, 1883, reprinted by Samuel Weiser, New York, 1974).

84 . 56

Three letters concerning a television programme on Coleridge's poem Kubla Khan (see also first letter of 84 . 55 

correspondence); Redgrove's letter discusses the poem at length, referring often to The Ancient Mariner, and also 

to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', Kingsley Amis' 'The Green Man' (Cape, 1969), and Beckford's description of The 

Escurial in Grigson's 'Romantics' (presumably, what is being referred to here is 'The Romantics: an Anthology', 

chosen by Geoffrey Grigson, G. Routledge & Sons, 1942).  There are two copies of Redgrove's letter, which has "Not 

Sent" written on it.
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84 . 57 21/06/1979

Six letters concerning an article by Margaret Diggle on Redgrove's poetry and Nicki Jackowska's poetry (the article is 

called 'I Can't Make Head or Tail of It: Guidance for the Baffled Reader' which appeared in New Poetry, Issue 47, pp. 

3-7); the correspondence is sparked by Jackowska writing to Redgrove, and ends with a long letter from Redgrove 

to Diggle about the article; discussed or referred to in this last letter are Grimm; allowing readers to respond to 

poems as reveries, with reference to St John Perse, Neruda, Stevens, and Gaston Bachelard's 'Poetics of Reverie' 

(translated from the French by Daniel Russell, Orion P, 1969); surrealism; reverie or trance (with reference to 

Robert Graves), Breton, Jung, fantasy leading to the archetype, Elizabeth Sewell's 'The Structure of Poetry', and 

Eliot; the interrogation of images in connection with generating experience for the reader with a poem; pages two 

to three of the letter involve Redgrove dealing with specific points of the article, with reference to automatic 

writing games, Jung, active imagination, the connection between the roles of the artist and the healer, integration 

of life experiences into ones work and 'The Wise Wound', and Coleridge's "fancy" and "imagination" and the close 

thought between Coleridge and Jung.  Also referred to, in the earlier part of this correspondence, are an interview 

with Stewart Brown (will be referring to 'Interview With Peter Redgrove', New Poetry, no. 41, pp. 20-25); a poetry 

survey carried out by New Poetry (see issues 42 and 43); 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; 'The God of Glass'; and 

'The Wise Wound'.  Notes made by Jackowska, called Poetry and the Irrational, on Diggle's article are in the archive, 

reference number 84.   See 239 . 77 letters, which are a continuation of the correspondence between Redgrove and 

Diggle on Diggle's article.
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84 . 58 04/04/1979

Five letters discussing in the main active imagination and the transcendent function, with reference to particular 

dreams of Watts', which he outlines for discussion, referring often to "Virgil Luce"; the majority of the discussion is 

related quite specifically to Jungian theory and dream analysis, though the initial discussion is of Watts' present 

circumstances and options regarding postgraduate study or employment; however, the main correspondence, of 

Watts' dreams and analysis of them, also discusses or refers to Joseph Campbell's' 'The Hero With A Thousand 

Faces' (Bollingen series no. 17, Allen & Unwin, 1949); Jung's 'Symbols of Transformation' (The Collected Works of 

C.G. Jung, Vol. 5, translated by R.F.C. Hull, Routledge & Kegan Paul 1956); J. P. Stern's study of Nietzsche (unnamed) 

and 'Zarathustra'; Dante and Virgil; James Hillman's 'Loose Ends' (full title is Loose Ends: Primary Papers in 

Archetypal Psychology', Spring Publications, c1975) and in particular an essay called The Masturbation Inhibition; 

Jung's 'The Symbolic Life' (The Collected Works of C.G. Jung, Vol. 18, translated [from the German] by R.F.C. Hull, 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1977); 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; 'In The Country of the Skin'; the poem The Idea of 

Entropy at Maenporth Beach ('Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', 1972); Anthony Burgess' 'A Clockwork Orange' (Ballantine 

Books, 1965, c1962); Jung's Tavistock Lectures; the Society of Analytical Psychology; John Layard's 'The Virgin 

Archetype' (Dunquin Series 5, Spring publications, 1972 - publication reference given on letter); and the Nether 

Mass.

84 . 59 06/01/1979

Two letters discussing 'The Wise Wound' with reference to the discussion of 'detachment' in it (which they agree 

should be more rightly calling non-attachment) and Buddhist doctrine; and a short discussion of Moses and why he 

is depicted with horns, with reference to the tablets of Sinai, Isis-Hathor, the Om sound which can be heard in the 

womb of a pregnant woman in moments of harmony, and the birth-trauma.

84 . 60 14/01/1979

Peter (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove
Short note on how poetry rouses a certain mental activity, referring also to music.

84 . 61 09/01/1979

Two letters concerning a possible study by Clark on the link between menstruation and creativity; Cy Hoffman's 

Ph.D. called 'Menstruation and the Unconscious; A Content Analysis of Dreams' (California School of Professional 

Psychology, 1976), Judith Higginbottom, and Redgrove and Shuttle's proposed book ('Deepening') are all referred 

to.
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84 . 62 13/02/1979

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Betty 

Erickson

Writing on behalf of Dr. Milton H. Erickson to thank them for presumably 'The Wise Wound', and referring also to 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

84 . 63 09/05/1979

Two letters referring to an anthology edited by Redgrove and Jon (no surname is given and no more details of the 

anthology are given), in which a poem of Stevenson's called Moon did not appear; and a bookshop which Stevenson 

is setting up with Michael (presumably Michael Farley); also referred to is an essay Stevenson is going to write for 

Vinson (presumably James Vinson) of Contemporary Poets on Penelope Shuttle.  See also 84 . 76 letter, which 

seems to be a continuation of this correspondence.
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84 . 64 21/09/1979

Thirteen letters referring to Jung throughout and discussing the taboo of menstruation, referring also to taboos 

against mourners and shamans; African (Zulu in particular) colour symbolism; autohypnosis and how it helped in 

writing 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; hypnotism and techniques of hypnosis as a healing function; dream 

analysis in connection with PMT and pregnancy; the ancient medical practice of bleeding; the connection between 

magical technique, parapsychology, dreaming, active imagination, daydreaming, poetic consciousness, hypnotism 

and hypnotic states, and meditation, all as a continuum; ionization; the possibility of a collaborative book on the 

four modern archetypes and modern cultural myths (making reference to Jung's 'Four Archetypes' - Four 

Archetypes: Mother, Rebirth, Spirit, Trickster', translated [from the German] by R.F.C. Hull, Routledge and Kegan 

Paul, 1972), which Helman describes as Dracula, Frankenstein (meaning the monster), the Werewolf, and Aliens 

from outer space, and to which he assigns a marginal/transitional space between different realities (this subject is 

dealt with in a comprehensive manner, and occurs in no less than nine of the thirteen letters.  Outlines on the 

topics for this book are in the archive, reference number 84); a couple of articles by Simon Best, one of which is on 

the effect the moon has on bleeding (neither article is named); and how Helman believes that hypnosis is not 

enough on its own for analysis, and that some physical action is needed as well, referring to yoga, karate, Alexander 

technique, Reichian therapy, and bioenergetics.Works discussed in some detail are 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of 

the Great Hypnotist', 'The Wise Wound', and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.  Also referred to within the 

correspondence are Carlos Castaneda's 'The Second Ring of Power' (Penguin, 1979) with comments on crossroads; 

Harriet Ngubane's 'Body and Mind in Zulu Medicine' (Academic Press, 1977); William Kotzwinkle's 'Fata Morgana' 

(Hutchinson, 1977); Peter Leek (Helman's editor at Allen and Unwin); the Benedikt's anthology 'The Prose Poem' 

(no more details are given) which contained Redgrove's prose poem Mr Waterman ('The Nature of Cold Weather', 

1961) and some of Helman's poems (copies are in the archive, reference number 84, along with Helman's parable 

The Unmasking of the Apocalypse which appeared in an American anthology called 'Imperial Messages: One 

Hundred Modern Parables', a story by Helman called The Amputated Hands of Saint Tomass Il Giovane [one of the 

pages is missing from this], and an information sheet about a conference on Alternative Medicine for the British 

Medical Anthropology Society); Stephen Black's 'Mind and Body' (Kimber, 1969); Benedict and Rubenstein with 

reference to relating dreams to menstrual cycle days; Vic Turner; Mary Douglas' 'Purity and Danger' (Routledge and 

Kegan Paul, 1969); Idries Shah; 'The Reversible World' (edited by Barbara A. Babcock, Cornell University Press, 

1978); Tessa Sayle (Helman's agent); I. M. Lewis' 'Ecstatic Religion' (A Pelican Original, Pelican Anthropology Library, 
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84 . 65 05/02/1980

Ten letters concerning an article by Sally Alexander and Barbara Taylor which appeared in the New Statesman called 

In Defence of 'Patriarchy' (01/02/80 - copy is in the archive, reference number 84), and two reviews of 'The Wise 

Wound', one by Marina Warner which appeared in The Listener (review is called Curse or Blessing, and is about 

menstruation in general, 14/02/80) and one by Dr. Katharina Dalton which appeared in The Times Educational 

Supplement (review is called Books For Bodies, 14/03/80).  Referred to or discussed in relation to this article and 

the two reviews are Mary Douglas' 'Purity and Danger' (Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1969); 'The God of Glass'; and a 

book by Professor Joanna Rohrbaugh's called 'Women - Psychology's Puzzle' (Harvester Press, 1980).

84 . 66 01/12/1981
Ms 

Morgan

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter in response to a programme which appeared on 'Everyman' called The Devil's Gateway (29/11/81) about 

menstruation, and specifically linking the menstrual taboo with the witchcraft persecutions, as discussed in 'The 

Wise Wound'; also refers to Mary Chadwick.  Newspaper cutting advertising the programme is in the archive, 

reference number 84.

84 . 67 23/04/1981

Two letters: Mapp's letter is in response to reading 'The Wise Wound' and she would like information on any groups 

investigating relationships being menstruation and psychiatric disturbance, holistic health movement, traditional 

medicine, subnormal conditions, mystical and psychic states, religious traditions, and astro-biological influences 

(referring to M. Gauquelin); the reply to her letter refers to both Alan Bleakley and Judith Higginbottom as people 

who may be able to help her, mentioning also the proposed sequel to 'The Wise Wound'.

84 . 68

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jenny 

Leigh

Letter wondering if Redgrove and Shuttle would meet with her to discuss her thesis on menstruation, for which 'The 

Wise Wound' has been a great help.

84 . 69

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Eleanor 

and 

Jeremy 

Brooks

Card referring to 'The Wise Wound' and congratulating them on it.

84 . 70
Peter 

Redgrove

James 

Hillman

Brief note informing Redgrove that he is moving to Dallas, and is looking forward to the book Redgrove has sent 

him (will be referring to 'The Wise Wound'), mentioning an earlier letter Redgrove has sent to him (could be 

referring to 84 . 18 letter).
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84 . 71
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Three letters: two of them are brief, making reference to some poems (which Redgrove has presumably sent for 

consideration to Temenos), Colin Smyth, Philip Sterrard(? the name is difficult to make out), Blake, and James 

Hillman; the other letter is offering advice on teaching societies for magic, referring to The Society of the Inner Light 

founded by Dion Fortune, and the Golden Dawn; Gareth Knight; Basil Wilby, with reference to the Helios Books 

people; Warren Kenton and Sukie Colegrave (with reference to her book 'The Spirit of the Valley', Virago, 1979), and 

referring to active imagination and Temenos.

84 . 72
Peter 

Redgrove

Cannot 

decipher 

the name.

Letter in response to one from Redgrove, referring to a review (no more details are given), 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers' and Redgrove's concept of poems as transmitters, a book by the sender on Robert Bly which he calls 'Two 

Traditions' (can find no reference to this and no more details are given), the method Redgrove used to write 'The 

Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' (by autohypnosis), and Sylvia Plath's bee poems and Redgrove adopting the bee-hum 

(the Om sound) as a personal symbol.  Letter is dated only by November 27.

84 . 73
Peter 

Redgrove

Gerald 

Yorke
Short letter offering congratulations on 'The Wise Wound', referring also to an inscription.

84 . 74

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Fritjof 

Capra

What seems to be a standard letter outlining his present work commitments, describing the book he is presently 

writing dealing with "new physics" (the book is unnamed but he gives details that it will be published by Simon and 

Schuster in 1980), an interview he has given to Human Behaviour magazine, a piece he has written called Holonomy 

and Bootstrap (referring to the theories of David Bohm and Karl Pribram), and Re-Vision magazine (including a 

paper of his to appear there called Can Science Explain Psychic Phenomena?; refers in a note at the end to 'The 

Mirror of the Goddess'.

84 . 75

John 

Roman 

Barker

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing 'The Wise Wound' in connection with gay liberation, making reference to Daly, John Layard, 

'Deepening', the "karezza" (sexual union in which ejaculation or complete orgasm is avoided - definition taken from 

OED2 on CD-ROM, Version 1.00, copyright OUP 1992 and Software B.V. 1992), the Eleusinian Mysteries, the 

reference in 'The Wise Wound' to Mephistopheles (occurs in chapter VI, Witchcraft: Nine Million Menstrual 

Murders, section IV) and his appearance in Faust, Somerset Maugham, and Crowley.

84 . 76 16/05/1979

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Anne 

Stevenson

It seems that this is a continuation of 84 . 63 letters where the setting up of a bookshop by Stevenson is discussed, 

as is the failure of her poem, Moon, to get into an anthology for which Redgrove was one of the editors; in this 

letter she refers to acquiring books by Penelope Shuttle to sell in the bookshop.  Letter is dated only by May 16, but 

as we presume it is a continuation of 84 . 63 correspondence, we understand the date to be 1979.
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84 . 77

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Katy 

Gardner

A postcard thanking them for 'The Wise Wound' and for the inspiration it gave her, enclosing a newspaper called 

Merseyside Women's Paper (Health Issue, Autumn 1978) in which she reviews the book (the review is called 'The 

Wise Wound: A Personal View' and appears on pages 10-11).  A copy of the paper is in the archive, reference 

number 84.

84 . 78

Ms Joyce 

Engelson 

(Richard 

Marek)

M. L. 

Rosenthal

Brief note on 'The Wise Wound' and its qualities, which has been typed out for what looks like a publicity quote for 

the book.

84 . 79 05/12/1978

Two letters discussing the placing of some of Redgrove's poems, with reference to Julian Gitzen and Les Murray; 

'The Wise Wound' in connection with male creativity, making reference to Margaret Henderson who is undertaking 

work on the effects of a woman's menstrual cycle on male creativity; and referring also to Carole Ferrier, and Dr. 

Angela Praesent in relation to German reviews and a translation of 'The Wise Wound'.

85 . 01 24/02/1983

Twenty six letters discussing in the main 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' and the Prix Italia prize, and the 'Dracula 

in White' commission, referring to letters written to and from Brian Miller, Penny Gold and Ian MacIntyre, and 

offering an insight into the agent/client relationship.  Other works discussed or referred to within the 

correspondence are 'The Sin Doctor'; Penelope Shuttle's radio broadcast called The Poet's Voice; 'The God of Glass' 

and the Imperial Tobacco Award; 'Martyr of the Hives' and the Giles Cooper Award; 'Scientists of the Strange'; 

'Princess of the Dark Tower'; the Grimm Tales; 'The Facilitators'; 'Words and Music'; and a proposal for a Cornish 

Romance (this became 'The Valley of Trelamia').  Terry Bedford, the Falmouth Art School, Goldcrest, Susan Richards, 

Third Eye productions, Richard Imison, Jeremy Mortimer and Afternoon Theatre, the New Scientist, J. C. Powys and 

Michael Bakewell, and Jacqueline Korn are also referred to within the correspondence.  See also 85 . 02 letters 

between Redgrove and Brian Miller.
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85 . 02 14/09/1982

Twenty three letters discussing in general commissions for radio works by Redgrove and plans for the production of 

those accepted; works discussed are 'The Sin Doctor'; 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' and the Prix Italia; 'The Old 

Man's Road' (became 'Scientists of the Strange'); a recording by Penelope Shuttle (will be referring to The Poet's 

Voice); a script called 'The Other Bible' which is put on hold; Grimm's Fairy tales which Redgrove will be adapting; 

'Princess of the Dark Tower'; 'Dracula in White'; a Cornish Romance (which became 'The Valley of Trelamia') and 

music for it by Vincent Chausson; the idea of some water poems; and a 'Healing, Creativity and the Black Goddess' 

proposal.Also referred to or discussed within the correspondence are Thea Musgrave and her 'Incident at Owl 

Creek'; the Giles Cooper party (Giles Cooper prize awarded for 'Martyr of the Hives'); the Falmouth Art School; John 

Rush; Nadia Kempster (secretary to Miller); a review by Redgrove on The Brothers Powys (no more details are 

given) and some proposals Redgrove has for a long treatment on radio, referring to 'The British Empire', 

'Gilgamesh', 'Don Quixote'; J. C. Powys' 'A Glastonbury Romance' (1933), 'Wolf Solent' (1929), 'Maiden Castle' 

(1936) and 'Weymouth Sands' (1963), T. F. Powys' 'Mr. Weston's Good Wine' (1927), the proposal of putting words 

to music rather than the other way around making reference to Elizabeth Lutyens, and the idea of a short Peter 

Redgrove season; The Listener; Ian MacIntyre; Michael Bakewell in connection with a similar Powys treatment to 

the one referred to above; Richard Imison, Penny Gold and Ned Chaillet (all of the BBC); Anthony Vivis (ex BBC at 

this stage); T. F. Powys' 'Unclay' (1974); the Radio Times; Sheffield University magazine and a couple of extracts of 

'The Sin Doctor' being published in it (the magazine was called Arrows - details of the issue where the extracts 

appeared are not given, but copies of the relevant pages from the magazine have been pasted into the back of 

notebook 71 (IV), archive shelf reference 3/4); and Jeremy Mortimer (BBC) and Afternoon Theatre.  See letter dated 

04/09/83 for an outline of the progress being made on various project proposals.   See also 85 . 01 letters between 

Redgrove and John Rush.

85 . 03 22/07/1983

Seven letters discussing in the main the commission for Redgrove's dramatisation of six Grimm Fairy Tales, and the 

'Words to Music' proposal (discussed also in 85 . 01 and 85 . 02 letters) which would put poetic prose to music 

rather than the other way around; also discussed or referred to are the 'Princess of the Dark Tower' commission 

and Ned Chaillet; 'Dracula in White' and the question of inadvertent libel; and Sidney Sagar.  See letter dated 

31/08/83 for a brief discussion of Redgrove's creative process, with reference to his working notebooks and their 

different types.
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85 . 04 21/05/1983

Five letters discussing a second repeat of 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions', with emphasis on the fact that it won 

the Prix Italia, and also discussing the idea for Redgrove to dramatise some of Grimm's Fairy Tales, with reference to 

Auden, Marie-Louise von Franz, and Jung; also referred to within the correspondence are Brian Miller, Redgrove's 

retirement from the Falmouth Art School, 'The Sin Doctor' and the Giles Cooper Award; the idea of writing 

incidental words to a commissioned piece of music, making reference to 'Gilgamesh', and the books of the 

Apocrypha mentioning 'Tobit', 'The Acts of St John', and 'The King and the Corpse' in particular; and Ted Hughes' 

'Seneca' ('Seneca's Oedipus', adapted by Ted Hughes, Doubleday, 1972) with reference to Critic's Forum.

85 . 05 10/08/1983
Four letters discussing in the main (and not in any depth) 'Dracula In White', making reference to Brian Miller; 'The 

Three Feathers' (one of the Grimm Tales) is also mentioned.

85 . 06 27/05/1983

Three letters concerned with the possibility of Redgrove securing commissions with BBC radio; referred to are the 

Prix Italia (won by Redgrove for 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions'), 'Gilgamesh', 'Faust', 'Don Quixote', 'The British 

Empire', 'A Glastonbury Romance', 'Wolf Solent', 'Grimm's Fairy Tales', the books of the 'Apocrypha' and the 

'Mabinogion', 'The Sin Doctor', and an anti-bomb symposium and Bohm (will be referring to David Bohm).

85 . 07 31/10/1979
Five letters concerned with the ordering of a range of psychology related books, and the payment for books 

received.
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86 . 01 15/08/1978

Seven letters: correspondence opens with Redgrove asking for advice and offering 'The Wise Wound' as an 

illustration of the extent of his knowledge and experience in occult and supernatural areas; the main core of this 

correspondence is in three letters, the first from Knight outlining some theory and history of these areas in some 

depth, which is replied to point by point and in as great detail by Redgrove, which in turn is replied to in similar 

terms by Knight.  The discussion is a complex one, but the main emphasis is on restoring to women their magical 

properties and on the feminine side of occultism, along with the masculine/feminine relationship and in connection 

with menstruation among other things; Daath is repeatedly referred to.The following is a list of theories discussed 

and expanded on, along with other things mentioned or referred to within the correspondence - Kabbalistic theory; 

Gnosticism; Waite's 'Holy Kabbalah'; Mather's 'Kabbalah Unveiled'; the Kabbalistic tree; Chokmah and Binah; Bindu 

(which is, according to Knight, primary undifferentiated sex energy); Yesod; the significance of the snake; Kundalini 

yoga; Taoism; the works of Thomas Vaughan, in particular 'Lumen de Lumine' and the 'Chemical Wedding', Jung, 

and Rexroth; Arthur Machen, and in particular 'The Great God Pan' and 'The Inmost Light'; the Golem figure, made 

of clay; Meth, Emeth, and the significance of the number forty; the Golden Dawn; Dion Fortune; tantric yoga; 

William Grey; Malkuth; Sasoon and Dale; Bakan (presumably David Bakan); Gareth Knight; Crowley; Regardie 

(presumably Israel Regardie); Gray; Torrens; Achad; Frater Damon of an American lodge and their Liber XIII; Gerald 

Massey; Grant; Gerald Yorke; Halevi; Kluger (no first name is given here, as with many of the names referred to, but 

as we are told this is an old testament scholar, the person being referred to could be Rivkah Scharf Kluger); Osiris 

and Isis; Durdin-Robertson; Rudolph Steiner; the Goddess Danya; Dodds; the Adam's Apple and the symbolism of 

collars, open or closed, at the neck; the inverted tree; the Geryon snake; the Dance of the Seven Veils; discussion of 

the follow-up to 'The Wise Wound' which Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle are writing, intending it to be a practical 

book for sex and meditation, with emphasis on the language used; tantra; the Kabbalistic 'Book of Concealed 

Mystery'; the Middle Pillar ritual; and the Pearl or Leucalia ritual.  The first date in this range refers to the second 

letter in the sequence, as the first is undated.   It seems that in Knight's second letter, MISC 2, there is a page 

missing.

86 . 02 08/05/1978

Three letters broadly discussing creative energy, sexuality, the worship of the Goddess in India, patriarchy and a 

money based society, and menstruation; referred to are 'Aleister Crowley and the Hidden God' (Muller, 1973), 'The 

Cults of the Shadow' (F. Muller, 1975) and 'The Nightside of Eden' (Muller, 1977), all by Kenneth Grant; Hindu 

Tantric knowledge; scientology; Philip Rawson's 'Art of Tantra' (Thames and Hudson, 1978); J. Krishna Murti; 

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's 'Neither This Nor That' and 'No Water No Moon'; and Shakti (variation on Sakti) and Shiv.
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87 . 01 21/12/1977

Twenty three letters.  The correspondence opens with an invitation to Redgrove and Shuttle to answer some 

readers of the American edition of Forum's questions, but the correspondence as a whole discusses in the main the 

analysis of Forum reader's fantasies by Redgrove (copies of two analyses are in the archive, reference number 87); 

there is some discussion also of 'The Wise Wound' and the link between labour and the moon, with reference to an 

article entitled Lunar Periodicity in Human Reproduction: a Likely Unit of Biological Time (Walter and Abraham 

Menaker, American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, vol. 77, no. 4, April 1959, pp. 905-914), and in particular a 

review of 'The Wise Wound' by Hooper (see letter dated 20/06/78); an article called Ghosts, Sex and Poltergeists 

(writer unknown) which Redgrove offers an opinion on, with reference to sex and magic, voodoo, and the film The 

Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973); there is an emphasis throughout the correspondence on the link between 

sexuality and dreaming.Also referred to or mentioned are a visit by Hooper and Hodson to Falmouth to meet 

Redgrove and Shuttle; the Listener; Bloxham tapes (no more details are given); an article by Dr. Jan Raboch (the 

article is called Does the Moon Affect Childbirth, a copy of which is in the archive, reference number 87); a book by 

Dr. Davis (will be referring to 'Interception of Pregnancy', Geoffrey Davis, Angus and Robertson, 1974 - copies of 

title page, contents page, and some of the index are in the archive, reference number 87); dream recall, Tarot, and 

homeopathy; 'The Glass Cottage'; 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; Redgrove's 'Mr Waterman' (from 'The Nature of Cold 

Weather', 1961); a letter sent by Hodson to The Guardian in response to an article marking Forum's tenth 

anniversary (the article is called Black Leather or Pink Lace, and appeared in The Guardian on 07/02/78; the letter 

from Hodson appeared in The Guardian under the title When There's No Substitute for Sex Therapy; copies of both 

are in the archive, reference number 87); an appeal by Redgrove and Shuttle to Forum readers for help about sexual 

peaks in the menstrual cycle and menstrual distress (a copy of the appeal letter is in the archive, reference number 

87); The Times; the TLS; Colin Wilson and the Society for Psychical Research in connection with a possible 

investigation into the connection between sexuality, menstruation, and psychic phenomena; 'The Mirror of the 

Goddess' (proposed sequel to 'The Wise Wound'); the possibility of Redgrove and Shuttle doing a series of articles 

for Forum, referring to their agent Jacqueline Korn; Leboyer (this seems to be in connection with Hooper's 

pregnancy, so presumably they are referring to the French obstetrician Frédérick Leboyer); negions (negative ions), 

the company Medion, and negative ion generators; 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; and the present interest in 

negions, with reference to Harper's Queen, the Guardian, Marcuse, and what looks like the John Dunne show.

87 . 02 12/02/1978
Four letters in response to an appeal by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle in Forum for information about 

people's menstrual cycle (a copy of the appeal letter is in the archive, reference number 87).
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88 . 01 16/01/1976

Two letters following on from the correspondence in 67 . 22 record, with a discussion on Redgrove's poem The 

Wells ('From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977); Toczek makes his criticism of the poem more specific than in previous 

letters, with reference to Kenneth Patchen's 'Albion Moonlight' (presumably referring to 'The Journal of Albion 

Moonlight', New Directions Books, 1961) and the use of blasphemies; also refers to the recent death of his dog, 

who was knocked down; Redgrove's reply discusses the poem in depth and with particular emphasis on the use of 

blasphemies, saying he does not blaspheme, and discussing how modern Christianity splits women into two, the 

ovulation figure of the Virgin Mary and the menstrual figure of Mary Magdalene, making reference to how Jesus' 

head is to the right on the crucifix and relating this to child-birth; the connection between Jesus' blood and 

menstrual blood which modern Christianity suppresses; and what Redgrove sees as the two different Jesus', the one 

who is afraid of touch and afraid to experience the world, and the one who does experience the world, making 

reference also to Lawrence, knowledge in the Bible being carnal knowledge, and typing out his poem The Grand 

Fellow and The Terrible Jesus (printed as The Terrible Jesus in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) specifically to 

illustrate his point.
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89 . 01 13/10/1975

Fifteen letters; the discussion, from when first contact is made and following a couple of meetings between them 

with Kathleen Raine present at one of them, centres around sex magic in relation to menstruation and is part of the 

research for the writing of 'The Wise Wound'; the correspondence breaks off in February 1976, and picks up again in 

January 1978 with a letter from Redgrove informing Yorke that 'The Wise Wound' is almost completed.  Discussed, 

mentioned or referred to within the correspondence are 'The Scatalogical Rites of All Nations' by Captain John G. 

Bourke; a notebook of Aleister Crowley's held at the Warburg Institute; Redgrove's 'Aesculapian Notes', 1975 (copy 

is in the archive, reference number 283); Crowley's use of the catamenia and the Tantras; the witch ceremony of 

"bringing down the moon" which Redgrove later describes in detail (see letter dated 28/02/76) and in connection to 

menstruation and the moon; John Layard; the Holy Guardian Angel; 'Sons of my Skin'; 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' 

and the Mass of the Grail; 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; 'In The Country of the Skin'; Yorke's difficulty in 

understanding poetry because of his inability to visualise effectively, and how he approaches life religiously rather 

than poetically, though he believes they are both as valid (he also mentions that he has the same kind of difficulty in 

understanding music, because he is tone deaf); Kathleen Raine's 'Blake and Tradition' (Princeton University Press, 

1968) and 'Yeats, the Tarot and the Golden Dawn' (Dolmen Press, 1972); Jung and the split between the aesthetic 

response and the response to meaning, referring also to Lucien Stryk and "Ka-do" (defined here as Buddhist way of 

contemplation of poetry); a couple of copied pages of 'The Seventh Ray', excerpts from The Panarion of Epiphanius 

(in the archive, reference number 89) and the OTA.Letter dated 28/02/76 from Redgrove to Yorke (where the 

correspondence breaks off, to be begun again in January 1978) is a long discussion on the omphalos discussing or 

referring to, and in connection with it, menstruation as a blood sacrifice every month at the cervix; the serpent; the 

sybyl prophesising monthly; the womb as Apollo and the Sabbatic Goat; menstrual blood as life giver; the Lucifer 

shape of the womb; the rites of Eleusis; the validity of womb knowledge today, not only for women but also for 

men, in the dissolution of the Oedipus complex; and OTA's 'Archangel Gabriel "Lady of the Waters, Mistress of the 

Holy Grail"' with reference to the myth of the Fall, women being left hand brain oriented in relation to clumsiness 

around menstruation, and the significance of collars open or closed at the neck.The final three letters of the 

correspondence refer to the imminent publication of 'The Wise Wound', the possibility of setting up another 

meeting between them, and a discussion of "kalas" defined here in relation to Kenneth Grant as some kind of 

vibration generated in the chakras, and with power, referring particularly to vaginal secretions and Tantric Yoga, 

and also mentioning Reich, pheromones, the mating-perfumes of moths, an infra-red vibration (referred to here as 
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89 . 02 23/02/1978

Two letters discussing or referring to the Annual Esoteric Conference in London which Wilson will be speaking at; a 

Goldberg book (unnamed); a book Wilson is writing on Wilhelm Reich (presumably referring to 'The Quest for 

Wilhelm Reich', Granada, 1981); two books which Redgrove is presently working on, one unnamed but which he 

says is on sex and the Imagination, and ‘The Beekeepers’; ‘The Outsider’ by V. S. Pritchett (can find no reference for 

this); Jung, John Layard, and Lionel (no surname is given but we presume it is Lionel Miskin who is being referred 

to); ‘The Wise Wound’; ‘The Space Vampires’ (Colin Wilson, Hart-Davis MacGibbon, 1976); and Anne Rice’s 

‘Conversation with a Vampire’ (we presume what is actually being referred to here is ‘Interview with the Vampire’, 

London: Macdonald and Jane's, 1976).

89 . 03 18/02/1978
Malcolm 

Feuerstein

Peter 

Redgrove

A letter thanking Feuerstein for his phonecalls and discussing ‘The Wise Wound’ with particular reference to the 

omitted chapter eight (which discusses menstrual themes in Blake, Shakespeare, Rilke, Poe, Baudelaire, Hughes and 

Plath - copy of this final chapter is in the archive, reference number 291); referred to within the discussion, with its 

emphasis on menstruation, are John Layard; hypnotism; C. G. Jung; Homer Lane; Redgrove reading the Natural 

Sciences at Cambridge and later working as a scientific journalist; the link between menstruation and the rise of the 

human species and human society; the notion that the Mona Lisa could be a composite painting which represents 

both the ovulatory and menstrual sides of life, with reference to Leonardo’s St. Mary and St. Anne; Jacky Gillot; 

Douglas Dunn; Hugh Hebert; Paddy Kitchen; a radio play by Penelope Shuttle (unnamed); and Redgrove’s ‘The 

Terrors of Dr. Treviles’.

89 . 04 28/02/1978
Arthur 

Koestler

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in response to what seems like, judging from Redgrove’s letter, an unfavourable review of Koestler’s ‘Janus: a 

Summing Up’ (Random House, c1978) by Mary Warnock and Alex Comfort (no more details are given); Redgrove 

goes on to discuss ‘The Wise Wound’, a copy of which he has arranged to be sent to Koestler by Gollancz, discussing 

how sex can serve to unite the mind and body if used for purposes other than reproduction, and discussing a link 

between the suppression of menstruation and the level of aggression in societies; W. N. Stephens is referred to.

89 . 05 23/01/1978 Madam
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter asking for a list of available titles on the subject of Love, Magic and Sex Magic, which Redgrove is writing a 

book on; discusses the cover of ‘The Wise Wound’, with reference to the scientific material in the book, the 

feminine fertility cycle, Witchcraft, and Jungian psychology, and hopes it will be placed in the psychology and magic 

section and not in the medical section.  Due to the content on the letter, we presume the recipient of the letter to 

be the owner of a book shop.
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90 . 01 11/05/1980

Blake (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Covering letter for review article on Joanna Bunker Rohrbaugh’s ‘Women: Psychology’s Puzzle’ (Harvester Press, 

1980) and for Nik Douglas and Penny Slinger’s ‘Sexual Secrets: the Alchemy of Ecstasy’ (Hutchinson, 1979), called 

Puzzles and Secrets.  A copy of the article is in the archive, reference number 90.

90 . 02
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Bleakley

Letter referring to an article called Imagery and Sexuality which Bleakley is writing and which he hopes Redgrove 

will contribute to;  discussing the link between imagery and sexuality with reference to David Boadella’s ‘Energy and 

Character’ (can find no exact reference for this); Reich, Lowen, Keleman and the centrality of sexuality in their 

systems; Walker’s ‘Body Magic’ (Benjamin Walker, Granada, 1979); Colin Wilson’s ‘The Quest for Wilhelm Reich’ 

(Granada, 1981), and a review of it by Anthony Starr in the Sunday Times (the review is called Reich: Have Box, Will 

Travel, and appeared in the Sunday Times dated 08/03/81), with mention of Ronald Laing, David Cooper, Aaron 

Esterson, and the British “object relations” psychology tradition with reference to Fairbairn and Winnicott; Rycroft’s 

book on Reich (unnamed but possibly referring to ‘Reich’, Charles Rycroft, Fontana, 1971); also refers to some 

poems Bleakley has sent to Redgrove for inclusion in the Cornish Anthology (possibly referring to the one Redgrove 

edited called ‘Cornwall: in Verse’, edited and with an introduction by Peter Redgrove, Secker & Warburg, 1982), 

making particular reference to a poem called Cleaning Out The Fish Pond.  Copy of a paper Bleakley gave to the 

course in Humanistic Psychology, called The Body As A Symbol is in the archive, reference number 90.

90 . 03 04/02/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Jacqueline 

Korn
Letter asking Redgrove to keep her informed with regards Norman Franklin and ‘Deepening’.
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91 . 01 11/08/1975

Five letters discussing in the main some dreams Beer is having (the dreams are mainly about blood, from 

menstruation and murder, and Redgrove offers a tentative analysis of them), ‘Sons of My Skin’ and a review of it by 

Beer which she sent to Derwent (no more details are given but she could be referring to Derwent May, and the 

review by Beer on ‘Sons of My Skin’ will probably be the one called Dead Fifty Times which appeared in The Listener 

dated 20/11/75), and referring to Ms Gold (presumably Penny Gold); Redgrove’s poems Laundon City of the Moon, 

Yoga Voyage, and The Navy’s Here (were all printed in 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977); The Little Word 

Machine; Encounter; and London Magazine; Giles Gordon and the publication of ‘The Wise Wound’, making 

reference to the Jewish Goddess called Sabbath in relation to the Christians and the persecution of witches, Lilith as 

the first wife of Adam and the Goddess of Menstruation/Black Queen of Sheba, and Liz Calder; there is a discussion 

of the Zen practice of altering reality in relation to Beer’s poem In A Country Museum, referring to Lucy Boston, Ka-

Do (defined in 89 . 01 letters as Buddhist way of contemplation of poetry), and Haiku; Beer writing in Jane Austen’s 

voice in relation to Jung’s “active imagination” (where he extends a dream to waking life); and how Redgrove 

healed a foot wound he had, which had opened up, by trance (self hypnosis) and healing, referring also to dowsing 

and Salter, and EEG readings when reading a poem.Also discussed, mentioned or referred to are Beer’s Parson 

Hawker poem; Totleigh Barton and Seale-Hayne courses; poems of Beer’s called The Loss of the Magyar, The 

Estuary, Just Like The Resurrection, and Mrs. Beer’s House; Farmer Slater; the Radio Times; a novel Beer is writing 

(unnamed); and the Gorgon.

91 . 02 28/02/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jean 

Overton 

Fuller

Letter discussing the 19 year cycle of the moon, and how both elder flowers and nettles can help for periodical 

regularity, with reference to Penelope Shuttle, and yoga, and in particular B. K. S. Iyengar’s ‘Light on Yoga’ (full title, 

‘Light On Yoga: Yoga Dipika’, Allen & Unwin, 1965).  No surname is actually given on the letter, but her advice is 

referred to in a letter (undated) to Martin (no surname is given) with reference number 107 . 04, and we presume it 

to be the same person.

91 . 03
Peter 

Redgrove

Linda 

Buchanan

Letter discussing the irregularity of her menstrual cycle, how she used to dream on a monthly basis about killing 

somebody, and how one of her dream figures has now become a part of herself.  Letter is dated only by 9/28.  No 

year is given or indicated.   Letter came attached to poems entitled Three Brothers, Warriors of Death, and Lord of 

the Light Year (copies are in the archive, reference number 91).
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92 . 01 23/03/1981

Seven brief letters covering Redgrove sending Franklin a new proposal for ‘Deepening’ saying he and Penelope 

Shuttle have decided not to collaborate on it (see 92 . 02 letters where it is made plain that Redgrove’s sole 

proposal is actually for ‘The Fifth Window’, and that he and Shuttle would not dream of offering ‘Deepening’ unless 

as a collaboration), to Franklin writing to Redgrove informing him that, after a board meeting, Routledge have 

decided they would have difficulty selling a book like ‘Deepening’, which discusses issues of sexuality and creativity, 

unless Redgrove had a medical degree or was recognised as a practising guru, referring to Alex Comfort as an 

example; Franklin suggests Wildwood and Turnstone as possible publishers.

92 . 02 23/03/1981
Jacqueline 

Korn

Peter 

Redgrove

Two letters discussing ‘Deepening’ and trying to get a publishing house interested, referring to Liz Calder; the 

second letter mentions how ‘Deepening’ would be a collaboration between Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle, with 

‘The Fifth Window’ by Redgrove alone (see 92 . 01 letters where the impression is that these are the same book); 

also referred to are the Giles Cooper lunch on the 3rd June (1981); the Ilkley Festival; and the possibility of 

expanding parts of ‘The Wise Wound’ into a book.

92 . 03 11/02/1980
Fraser 

Steel

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in connection with some poems Redgrove has sent to Steel, discussing Meditation as a continuum with other 

creative processes, referring to formal meditation; prayer; Jungian active imagination; Freudian free-association; 

Rilke; therapeutic psychology; Shakti and Tantric meditation; Yeats, Georgie Yeats, automatic writing, and Maud 

Gonne; Coleridge’s definitions of Imagination; how Redgrove wrote his first poem after making love; the TM 

(Transcendental Meditation) craze of the 1970’s; dream analysis and ‘The Wise Wound’; hypnosis and ‘The Sleep of 

the Great Hypnotist’; and ‘Deepening’; also referred to are “Cornish Poems” (we presume he is referring to the 

Cornish Poems radio programme called 'Cornwall's Redgrove', broadcast on 16/02/79 on Radio 3 and repeated on 

22/04/79, again on Radio 3) and a Poetry and Meditation programme.  Redgrove sends some brief notes for 

suggested links between poems.  No surname is given on the letter, but due to the content, and the mention of 

“Cornish Poems”, we presume it to be Fraser Steel of the BBC.
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92 . 04 14/04/1981

Six letters following Redgrove and Ritchie meeting again after some time and concerning a retreat, which Ritchie 

has been running and is in the process of closing, in Scotland (Goat Fell Vipassana Retreat, Isle of Arran, Scotland), 

discussing in some depth the nature of the imagination, referring to it having two sides according to Ritchie, one 

creative and one destructive, and referring in one instance to imagination as a curse, with mention of Ritchie’s ‘The 

Gravity Journal’ (can find no reference for this), and the imagination experienced as a castrator, with reference to 

Jungian anima possession; Redgrove’s discussion of the imagination also refers to it having two sides, with 

everything shared between them; both Ritchie and Redgrove describe visions whilst having, or following, sexual 

intercourse, including a ball of fire, a five-dimensional solid, and a golden web (described in the correspondence as 

a “traditional vision”), with reference to mandalas (symbolised magic circles) and chackras (“chakras”), and how 

such experiences can be kept alive by writing poems, referred to as both ‘transmissions’ and ‘memoranda’.  The 

correspondence includes a six page outline by Ritchie of Kum Nye exercises for sexual energy.  Also discussed, 

mentioned or referred to are Redgrove’s proposal for work entitled ‘The Fifth Window’; the Falmouth School of Art; 

the horned womb-shape on the front cover of ‘The Wise Wound’; Hephæstus; active imagination; yoga; 

psychoanalysis; bio-energy; Tai Chi; Karate; ‘First Foetal Movements of My Daughter, Summer 1976’ and ‘The 

Looms of the ancestors’ (can find no reference for either of these); a psychotherapeutic clinic called Wellspring; and 

the Salisbury Centre in Edinburgh.  The date above represents only one of the six letters, the one from Redgrove to 

Ritchie, as Ritchie has not dated any of his.  However, they have been placed in the archive in what we think is the 

right order, and referenced by MISC 1 to MISC 5.

9239 . 

01
05/12/1973

Peter 

Redgrove

Robert 

Nye

Letter congratulating Redgrove on 'In The Country of the Skin' winning the Guardian prize, mentioning 'The Terrors 

of Dr Treviles', (P.J.) Kavanagh and John Calder; refers to meeting Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle, and to 

reading an interview with Redgrove, by Hugh Hebert; buying Jack Clemo's poems in Cornwall, mentioning Clemo's 

autobiography ('Confession of a Rebel') and 'Wilding Graft'; mentions that he too went through Jungian analysis.

93 . 01 08/09/1978
Three letters referring to Redgrove wanting to buy pendants and badges with designs of Egyptian deities and the 

Knot of Isis on them, making reference to the FOI (Fellowship of Isis) and to the Isian News (FOI magazine).
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93 . 02 23/08/1978

Eleven letters discussing, mentioning or referring to ‘The Wise Wound’ and a lecture by Durdin-Robertson called 

The Cult and the Goddess, referring to the natural blood-sacrifice of women; ‘The Mirror of the Goddess’ (sequel to 

‘The Wise Wound’); Stewart Farrar; Eric Hesketh; Yesod, Binah and Daath; Kanya in connection with ‘The Goddesses 

of India, Tibet, China and Japan’, by Lawrence Durdin-Robertson, with illustrations by Anna Durdin-Robertson 

(Cesara Publications, 1976); some notes by Lawrence Durdin-Robertson on ‘The Wise Wound’ (notes are in the 

archive, reference number 93), with reference to aura clitoridis, the Hindu yoni-lingam, the Greek omphalos, and 

the Holy Mountain image; a cabbalist (Kabbalist) group in America (unnamed); ‘The Vital Elements’ (can find no 

reference for this); Gerald Massey’s ‘The Natural Genesis’ (London, 1883, reprinted by Samuel Weiser, New York, 

1974) with reference to the God Osiris, the descent of Hera, the “Breath of Creation” as Kalas, or pheromones and 

ionisation, and Isis and Nepthys; the Saxon Christ; the tie as a butterfly; the double-infinity sign made by a knot; the 

womb-emblem known as Inanna; Tantra, Mena, Juno and the Greek Hera; and a candle as a suggestive emblem as 

well as a generator of negative ions.
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94 . 01 16/09/1979

Twelve letters to people regarding Redgrove’s new book ‘The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist’, where the main points 

mentioned in connection with it are it being a treatise on the Imagination; the pagan symbol of the ‘Obby ‘Oss; the 

imagination as Dream Agent; the author’s postscript about using self-hypnosis in the writing of the book; and the 

machine like nature of the modern imagination.  ‘The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist’ is also referred to regularly in 

comparison to ‘The God of Glass’.Also referred to or discussed within the correspondence are the Falmouth School 

of Art; ‘The Wise Wound’; Penelope Shuttle’s ‘The Mirror of the Giant’; ‘Deepening’; Stephen Black’s ‘Mind and 

Body’ (Kimber, 1969); the Leap in the Dark series for television (Redgrove wrote the play ‘Jack Be Nimble’ for it - see 

53 . 01 letters); Jung; a book by Richard I Evans on Jung (unnamed, but probably referring to ‘Jung On Elementary 

Psychology: a Discussion Between C. G. Jung and Richard I. Evans’, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979); The Poetry 

Review; Alan Bleakley; Garrick (no first name is given but could be referring to David Garrick); Sylvia Kantaris; ‘The 

Weddings at Nether Powers’; Bill Webb; ‘From Every Chink of the Ark; Martin Dodsworth and a review he did of 

Redgrove’s poetry in The Guardian (the article being referred to will be a review of 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers' which appeared in The Guardian, 16/08/79, called Brides, Grooms, and Dark Gods - copy is in the archive, 

reference number 84); ‘The Terrors of Dr. Treviles’; Jung’s “active imagination” as “poetic consciousness”; 

Coleridge’s definition of “Secondary Imagination”; P. J. Kavanagh; and an article on Rycroft’s book (no more details 

are given but probably referring to an article by Redgrove called Imagination and Innocence which is about 'The 

Innocence Of Dreams' by Charles Rycroft, Hogarth Press, 1979 - copy is in the archive, reference number 95), with 

reference to imagination as dream agent, Piers Plowman, Bunyan, and Chaucer.  Only some of the correspondents 

for this record can be identified, which are Hermione Lee; Colin Wilson; Roger Garfitt (presumably); Mr Shrapnel 

(presumably Norman Shrapnel); and Martin Dodsworth.

95  . 07 22/09/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Elaine and 

Arthur (no 

surnames 

are given)

A postcard (of William Blake’s picture The Great Red Dragon and the Woman Clothed with the Sun, 1805-1810) 

thanking Redgrove for some books and a letter, and hoping to meet again soon; refers to Falmouth.
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95 . 01 26/05/1980

Six letters beginning with a query of Redgrove’s about the way in which Jesus used the words “woman” or “female” 

(with reference to Clement Strom, and the Gospel of Thomas) and whether they were used in a specific sense for 

certain women or in a general sense for all women regardless of status, and ending with an in-depth outline of 

some of the theories presently being worked on for ‘Deepening’; discussed or referred to within the 

correspondence are Marghanita Laski’s ‘Everyday Ecstasy’ (Thames and Hudson, 1980) and ‘Ecstasy’ (full title, 

‘Ecstasy: a Study of some Secular and Religious Experiences’, Cresset, 1961); ‘The Wise Wound’; Schovski (?); an 

essay by Doggett on Wallace Stevens recommended in the TLS (we presume that what is being referred to here is a 

review by Stephen Fender on ‘Wallace Stevens: A Celebration’ by Frank Doggett and Robert Buffel (eds.), Princeton 

University Press, 1980); an essay by Doggett on D. H. Lawrence (the only detail given is Fontana) with particular 

emphasis on the phrase “beaked sex”, which Redgrove takes as a starting point for a long discussion on the nature 

of orgasm, and which he explores in the final three letters of the correspondence (which are all the same letter, two 

drafts and one final version), with reference to what Lawrence calls the fourth dimension of the body, and what 

Blake calls four-fold vision, and mentioning also Freud, the Oneida community, Jesus, and Morton Smith; Fisher (no 

first name is given, though the letter ‘S’ is specified, so it may by Seymour Fisher); Tantra; Patrick White; the notion 

of excremental shame, with reference to Lawrence and Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas, and how Gerald Massey 

believes the excremental shame here to be menstruation; Grant (presumably Kenneth Grant) and Crowley 

(presumably Aleister Crowley); the cult of Osiris as the cult of the fertility cycle of women; Yeats; and Jung and 

“active imagination”.  No surname is given to indicate the correspondence is with Frank Doggett, but the reference 

to the Wallace Stevens book leads us to presume it is Frank Doggett.

95 . 02 29/06/1978

Four general letters, referring to a New Scientist review and Madeleine Simms (no more details are given, but we 

presume it is a review of ‘The Wise Wound’); ‘Jesus the Magician’ (Morton Smith, Harper & Row, 1978); ‘Rex Mundi’ 

(George Sims, Gollancz, 1978); Grimm’s tales; the John Rowan Wilson Award; and a revised proposal of ‘The Mirror 

of the Goddess’.
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95 . 03 21/09/1979

Jacqueline 

Korn 

(David 

Higham 

Associates 

Ltd) and 

one open 

letter to 

the Poetry 

Book 

Society (to 

Kama)

Peter 

Redgrove

Three letters concerning the follow up to ‘The Wise Wound’ which is now called ‘Deepening’ (rather than ‘The 

Mirror of the Goddess’) and publishers' attitudes to it’s synopsis, with reference to initial reactions to the menstrual 

taboo documented in ‘The Wise Wound’ and the connection between dream images and poetic images; referred to 

within the correspondence are Joyce Engelson (Marek); Petrie Hay (Gollancz); Forum magazine; and ‘The Weddings 

At Nether Powers’ being the Poetry Book Society Summer choice.

95 . 04 30/09/1978

Three letters, all unconnected.  The first refers to Gooch’s ‘Total Man’ (Allen Lane, 1972), ‘The Wise Wound’, and a 

letter by Gooch to the New Scientist in connection to the closeness of women to the unconscious (no more details 

are given); the letter also mentions a review of ‘The Wise Wound’ in The Listener by Margaret Drabble, though it 

ends unfinished.  The second letter is a discussion of the two poles of language, making reference to the Bronowski 

Memorial Lecture by Professor Morrison, with the emphasis on nouns in language, language as a reasoning tool and 

as a model of life, and the primary and secondary processes; letter makes reference to a review of ‘The Weddings 

At Nether Powers’ (no more details are given), a piece by Redgrove on a book by Rycroft (no more details are given 

but probably referring to an article by Redgrove called Imagination and Innocence which is about 'The Innocence Of 

Dreams' by Charles Rycroft, Hogarth Press, 1979 - copy is in the archive, reference number 95), Gooch using a quote 

from ‘The Terrors of Dr Treviles’ for the epigraph on a chapter in one of his books, women having sexual intercourse 

at the period in connection with individuality and the Grail, and Redgrove’s television play for the Leap In The Dark 

series (play is ‘Jack Be Nimble’).  The third letter refers to a quote by B. K. S. Iyengar taken from ‘Light on 

Pranayama: Pranayama Dipika’, (Allen & Unwin, 1981) concerning the brain having two parts, and also refers to the 

lack of a commission for the sequel to ‘The Wise Wound’ (‘Deepening’).  The second letter has “Not Sent” written 

on it.
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95 . 05 15/12/1978

Five letters concerning ‘Deepening’ and trying to get a commission for it; Redgrove and Shuttle outline the concerns 

of ‘Deepening’ in some depth, discussing how attention to the “afterglow” of sexual intercourse can increase 

creativity and harmony, and commenting on the two sides of life (such as ovulation and menstruation, or what can 

be called the scientific and creative sides) which are often kept separate, in relation to an extensive discussion of 

orgasm and sexual creativity.  Referred to within the discussion are ‘The Wise Wound’; Stan Gooch; Jacqueline 

Korn; an article (unnamed) which appeared in the Observer; Cy Hoffman; M. Nagy-Bond; Esther Harding’s ‘Woman’s 

Mysteries’ (the full title is ‘Woman's Mysteries, Ancient and Modern’, Longman’s, Green and co., 1935); and Susan 

Griffin’s ‘Woman and Nature’ (full title is ‘Woman and Nature: the Roaring Inside Her’, Harper & Row, c1978).

95 . 06 25/10/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Two short letters concerning the proofs of ‘The Wise Wound’ and the proposal of ‘The Mirror of the Goddess’, 

referring to Joyce Engelson, Liz Calder, and the dry rot in the house Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle have recently 

moved in to.

95 . 08
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Postcard referring to a Body-Magic review (no details are given but we presume it to be a review, called Real Magic 

written by Redgrove for Quarto 1979, of G. E. R. Lloyd's 'Magic, Reason and Experience: Studies in the Origin and 

Development of Greek Science', Cambridge Univeristy Press, and Benjamin Walker's 'Body Magic', Paladin); the 

Primary Imagination; and Blake, quoting "To Me This World is all One continued Vision of Fancy or Imagination..." 

(taken from Letter 5, to Rev. Trusler, dated 23rd August 1799) and "A fool sees not the same tree that a wise man 

sees" (taken from 'The Marriage of Heaven and Hell', section entitled Proverbs of Hell).

95 . 09 07/10/1978

Liz and 

Victoria 

(no 

surnames 

are given)

Peter 

Redgrove 

(presumab

ly)

Short note outlining the pattern on a proposed book (will be referring to ‘Deepening’).

95 . 10 14/02/1978

Rima (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter outlining and praising a performance by the recipient of the letter, who was probably one of Redgrove’s 

students at the Falmouth Art School; Yeats’ plays are mentioned.
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95 . 11 08/06/1980

Rosemary 

and Craig 

(no 

surnames 

are given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Covering letter for a review by Redgrove of Robert M. Stern and William J. Ray’s ‘Biofeedback: Potential and Limits’ 

(University of Nebraska Press, 1980) and Marganhita Laski’s ‘Everyday Ecstasy’ (Thames and Hudson, 1980).  Draft 

review is in the archive, reference number 95.

95 . 12 17/07/1980
Peter 

Redgrove

Jacqueline 

Korn

Think it would be a good idea for Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle to have a meeting with Norman Franklin of 

Routledge and Kegan Paul about ‘Deepening’.

95 . 13 18/10/1979 Mrs Bailey
Peter 

Redgrove
Two short notes concerning the ordering of books.

95 . 14
Peter 

Redgrove

Laura (no 

surname is 

given but 

Redgrove 

has 

written 

what looks 

like Laura 

Perkins on 

the 

bottom of 

the letter).

Brief personal letter concerning what she is doing at the present.

95 . 15 07/10/1978
Ted 

Hughes

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to Hughes' 'Cave Birds', 'Season Songs', and 'Crow', and discussing 'The Wise Wound' in connection 

with the new book Redgrove is writing with Penelope Shuttle (is referring to what eventually became 'Alchemy For 

Women'), making mention also of the Horned God image on the cover of 'The Wise Wound'; 'In The Country of the 

Skin'; and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'.  This is only the last page of a letter, but it is copied from a two page 

letter within 84 . 04 record from Redgrove to Hughes, dated 07/10/78.
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95 . 16 20/02/1979
Peter 

Porter?

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter discussing a piece written by Porter? on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', with particular reference 

to the phrase "transformation scenes"; Redgrove uses this as the starting point for his discussion, which includes 

the notion of shamanism in poetry, with particular reference to Ted Hughes and Keith Sagar's book on him 

(presumably referring to 'The Art of Ted Hughes', Cambridge University Press, 1975); the question of optimism in 

Redgrove's poetry with a brief outline of how Redgrove sees poetry as a struggle and a bringing together of all 

divisions, making reference to the insulin shocks he suffered, 'The Wise Wound', alchemy, Ted Hughes and Sylvia 

Plath, the poems from 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' arising from when Penelope Shuttle was pregnant, and 

Redgrove's belief in the "other world" as being this world.

95 . 17 20/11/1979

Stewart 

(no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Short letter about a possible visit by Stewart to the Falmouth Art School, referring to Stewart's new job and MA 

thesis, and to Lionel (probably Lionel Miskin); discusses in brief where the poems for 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers' came from, referring also to 'The Apple-Broadcast and Other New Poems'; discusses the book he is 

currently writing with Penelope Shuttle as a sequel to 'The Wise Wound' ('Deepening'), with reference to Tantric 

techniques and to Forum magazine.

95 . 18 26/05/1980 Eric Korn
Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth response to a review by Korn of Marghanita Laski's 'Everyday Ecstasy' (Thames and Hudson, 1980) which 

appeared in the Sunday Times, entitled The Righteous High (25/05/80).  The letter should be read in connection 

with the review, a copy of which is with the letter in the archive.

Page 161 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

96 . 01 10/05/1977

Seventeen letters concerning the commissioning and writing of an article by Redgrove called A Poet In Teaching: A 

Personal Account, which appeared in NUQ Vol. 34, number 2, Spring 1980 (copy of this issue is in the archive, 

reference number 96); referred to within the correspondence are David Holbrook and his 'Lost Bearings In English 

Poetry' (Vision Press, 1977); the Falmouth Art School and the nature of their fine art degree; a Poetry Survey article 

by Redgrove (no more details are given); an Education Guardian article by Redgrove ( no details are given but could 

be referring to The Wrongs - And The Art Of Writing by Peter Redgrove, Education Guardian, 29/08/78, a copy of 

which is in the archive, reference number 96); a short piece Redgrove did for The Author (no more details are 

given); two articles which Ford would like to include in the issue of NUQ where Redgrove's article will appear, called 

Poetry and the Marketplace by Christopher Hampton (on the National Poetry Competition) and The Best Living 

Poet? by Brian Worthington (on Ted Hughes); 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' and a review of it in The Guardian 

by Martin Dodsworth (will be referring to 'Brides, Grooms and Dark Gods' - see the Guardian, dated 16/08/79, p. 9, 

and there is also a copy in the archive - see 84 . 25 record); Redgrove's view that a critic's job is an important one in 

that the critic acts as spokesperson for a writer's readers (Redgrove discusses this idea in other letters, regarding 

the critic as a reflection of a poet's work); Wallace Stevens; and an article for a Jungian journal (no more details are 

given).

96 . 02 18/04/1977

Five letters concerning an article Redgrove wrote for Agenda on the general theme of myth, which was not actually 

used due to length and disagreement with Redgrove's ideas (draft copy of the article is in the archive, reference 

number 96); discussed within the correspondence are the Greek myths, and particularly lunar and solar myths; 

referred to in the course of the discussion are Redgrove's poem Very Early Among The Islands ('The Weddings at 

Nether Powers', 1979); Larkin; William Blake; Shakespeare, and in particular 'The Tempest'; 'The Wise Wound', and 

the link between menstrual trauma and the birth trauma; Joseph Campbell; Jung; Graves; Kerenyi; Neumann; a play 

by Peter Dale which appeared in an edition of Agenda called 'Cell: A Verse Play' (Volume 13, Number 2); Philip 

Slater's 'The Glory of Hera' (Beacon P., 1968); William Arrowsmith; 'The Golden Ass' (Lucius Apuleius) and a 

psychological commentary by von Franz (will be referring to Marie-Louise von Franz); and 'Mortal Fire' (Peter Dale, 

Agenda Editions [expanded edition], 1976, though there was an earlier edition published by Macmillan in 1970).
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96 . 03 09/04/1977

Seven letters discussing in the main the article entitled The Wet Dream of Albert Einstein by Redgrove which was 

included in Meridian, Number 13, 1977 (copy of Meridian, and typed copies of the article, are in the archive, 

reference number 96); also discussed is the possibility of Redgrove reviewing some work by Gladys Mary Coles for 

The Guardian; referred to are Coles' 'The Sounding Circle' (Rondo Publications, 1975), 'Sinerva and Other Poems' 

(Headland, 1977), and her books on Mary Webb; The Sunday Times and the TLS; Redgrove's poem Open-Headed 

('The Weddings at Nether Powers', 1979); Penelope Shuttle; and the ACGB (probably the Arts Council of Great 

Britain).

96 . 04 18/05/1977
Six brief letters concerning Redgrove's article Art For Who's Sake (first published in Poetry Survey - typed copy is in 

the archive, reference number 96).

96 . 05 20/12/1978

Six letters concerning an article by Redgrove entitled Surviving As A Poet (appeared in The Author, Spring 1979 - see 

63 II notebook); the correspondence is interesting in that Bonham-Carter tries to persuade Redgrove to write the 

article even though Redgrove outlines his reasons for not doing so (see in particular letter from Redgrove dated 

19/01/79), and it seems that there is a piece of correspondence missing, as there is a jump from not being sure if 

the article will be written to Bonham-Carter saying he looks forward to receiving it.  Referred to within the 

correspondence are Patrick Heron, the Falmouth Art School, and the BBC.

96 . 06 30/08/1978

Nine letters concerning an article for Words Worth (number 3) on the validity of teaching creative writing and 

treating it in the same way as a fine art, called Righting The Course (copy is in the archive, reference number 96); 

discussed are an outline for a course which is being submitted to the CNAA degree board, and Redgrove's view that 

a critic's job is to help the development of a writer; referred to are 'The Wise Wound', the Falmouth Art School, 

Redgrove's article for the Education Guardian (no further details are given), and Ted Hughes.  See in particular 

letters from Redgrove dated 11/09/78 and 13/09/78.  The first (not sent) is a draft for the second and shows 

Redgrove's own creative process at work when drafting correspondence.

96 . 07 31/05/1977

Four letters; the first three are concerned with a request by Redgrove to review Steven Goldberg's 'The Inevitability 

of Patriarchy' (Temple Smith [new edition], 1977) which had already been promised to somebody else to review; 

the fourth letter is a request by Gross for Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle to review a book by Janice Delaney, Mary 

Jane Lupton and Emily Toth called 'The Curse: A Cultural History of Menstruation', Dutton, 1976 (a copy of the 

typed review, initially called Period Power and which became Tension and Taboo and appeared in the TLS, 

04/11/77, is in the archive, reference number 96); referred to within the correspondence are Alan Pryce-Jones, The 

Guardian, John Layard, Jung, 'The Wise Wound' (by implication), and Margaret Drabble.
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96 . 08 30/11/1979

Three letters concerning a review called Real Magic by Redgrove for Quarto on 'Magic, Reason and Experience: 

Studies in the Origin and Development of Greek Science' by G.E.R. Lloyd (Cambridge University Press, 1979), and 

'Body Magic' by Benjamin Walker (Granada, 1979); London Magazine is referred to.  Due to mentions of London 

Magazine, and a recent altercation between them, we presume Craig to be Craig Raine.

96 . 09 04/03/1977

Two letters concerning an article Redgrove wrote for Poetry Survey (the article which came with the 

correspondence is entitled Art For Who's Sake?: A New Deal For Writers, a copy of which is in the archive, reference 

number 96); mentioned within the correspondence are the Council for National Academic Awards (CNAA); 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'; the Falmouth Art School; and Paddy Kitchen.

96 . 10 04/02/1989

Five letters about Redgrove's work, discussing 'The Black Goddess and the Sixth Sense'; 'The Wise Wound'; a piece 

by Redgrove called Morbid Science; Ambit; Penelope Shuttle's 'The Orchard Upstairs'; 'The Alchemical Journal'; 

Penelope Shuttle's 'Adventures With My Horse'; Jung's 'Psychology and Alchemy'; 'The Working of Water'; 'The 

Beekeepers'; Mike Alexander; and James Merrill.  The dates listed above are not definite, as four out of the five 

letters do not have a year on them, and two of the five have no date at all.

96 . 11 02/07/1977

Two letters concerning the possibility of Redgrove expanding on his ideas first printed in Poetry Survey under the 

title Art For Who's Sake; mentioned in the correspondence are Victor Bonham-Carter; the Education Guardian; 

Redgrove's report for the Arts Council of Great Britain entitled The Writer in Education and its link with the Creative 

Writing Fellowships the Council went on to initiate; and Redgrove's post teaching creative writing at the Falmouth 

Art School.

96 . 12 25/04/1977
Two letters concerning the article by Redgrove Art For Who's Sake?: A Possible New Deal for Writers (copy is in the 

archive, reference number 96), referring to the Guild (presumably the Writers' Guild) and Writers' News.

96 . 13 12/03/1979
Abigail 

Mozley

Peter 

Redgrove

Copy of a postcard referring to the article by Redgrove entitled The Wet Dream of Albert Einstein, which was 

included in Meridian, Number 13, 1977, and which is discussed in letters of 96 . 03 record (copy of Meridian, and 

typed copies of the article, are in the archive, reference number 96); here Redgrove is wondering whether Mozley 

would like to reprint it.  There is no surname given on the letter but due to the content, we presume it to by Abigail 

Mozley of Bananas.

96 . 14 09/05/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Very brief note (unsigned) on Redgrove's article A Poet in Teaching: A Personal Account (which came attached to 

the note - copy is in the archive, reference number 96).
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97 . 01 14/12/1976

Nine letters discussing in the main the case for blasphemy brought by Mrs Whitehouse against James Kirkup for a 

poem published in Gay News (a newspaper cutting documenting the circumstances from the Guardian, 10/12/76, 

entitled Professor's Poem In Court is in the archive, reference number 97); this correspondence considers the 

matter, and leads on to a discussion of irrationality and fantasy, and the importance of menstrual rhythms.  

Discussed or referred to within the correspondence are Morton Smith's 'The Secret Gospel' (Gollancz, 1974); John 

Layard; Pasolini's 'Theorem' ('Theorem, videorecording', directed by Pier Pasolini, Aetos Film, 1968); the 'Last Exit' 

trial (presumably referring to 'Last Exit To Brooklyn', by Hubert Selby, Calder & Boyars, 1968); a book Kermode is 

writing about Mark (referring to St. Mark); a reading tour by Redgrove when he will be reading in Cambridgeshire; 

Keith Sagar; Ted Hughes; shamanism; Sylvia Plath; a book by John Senior (unnamed); the Hudson Review article (will 

be referring to Vol XXVIII, No 3, Autumn 75, interview by Rasula and Erwin); an essay by Kermode on Anton 

Ehrenzweig (no more details are given); the play 'The Little Professor' (broadcast on 10/01/77 on Radio 3); Elizabeth 

Sewell, George MacBeth, and a discussion of 'Carrie' (by Stephen King, Doubleday and New English Library, 1974) in 

relation to fantasy and menstrual trauma, also referring to Freud and Melanie Klein; and 'The Wise Wound'.

97 . 02 13/01/1977 Four letters concerning the locating and borrowing of books.

97 . 03 05/04/1977

Peter (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter thanking him for his translation of the Song of Songs and discussing the hypothesis outlined in 'The Wise 

Wound' of the repression of menstrual energies; referred to or discussed within the letter are the use of the word 

"vulva" in the Song of Songs; the omphaloi as the navel inside the vagina; Kerenyi in relation to the cult of Hera, 

where in a group wedding all the girls would be menstruating at once with the blood representing fertility and 

power; Graves and what he calls The Black Goddess; Kluger; Lilith as the spirit of menstruation in Jewish folklore, 

and Patai's book on The Hebrew Goddess (called 'The Hebrew Goddess', Raphael Patai, Ktav, 1967); and an article 

written by Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle for Psychology Today (will probably be referring to When Is A Curse Not 

A Curse?, a typed copy of which is in the archive, reference number 98).

97 . 04 03/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Liz Calder Brief letter querying some of the footnotes for 'The Wise Wound'.

97 . 05 02/03/1977
Ted 

Hughes

Peter 

Redgrove

Page three of a letter discussing some of the ideas presented in 'The Wise Wound', with reference to the word 

"Ark", Isis, Persephone, Osiris, Tantra, and Lilith; also discussed is the taking of photographs by Redgrove in relation 

to his work, referring in particular to 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows'; also referred to are Hughes' 

'Gaudete' and 'The God of Glass' (both by implication); Fay Godwin; 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; the Poetry Book 

Society; the Falmouth Art School; Michael Baldwin and visions; Lionel (will be referring to Lionel Miskin); and 

Totleigh.
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98 . 01 31/08/1977

Dr Lewin 

(New 

Scientist)

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Wondering if Lewin would re-consider an article by Redgrove and Shuttle on what they call the howlback syndrome, 

as discussed in 'The Wise Wound', in view of a recent review in New Scientist of a study carried out by Diane Ruble, 

and a letter in response to it by Phyllis C. Lee (copies of both the review and Lee's letter are in the archive, 

reference number 98); they also mention a Forum comment on menstrual fables used for political reasons (no more 

details are given).  See also 23 . 05 letters.

99 . 01 23/06/1976

Two letters concerning a quote from Jung's 'Answer to Job' which Redgrove used in a Guardian review of female 

poetry (no details are given but probably referring to Redgrove's review of 'Contemporary Women Poets', edited 

with an introduction by Trevor Kneale, Rondo Publications, 1975) about women tending towards completeness and 

men towards perfection; Redgrove's letter discusses this in some depth, relating it to Einstein's theory of Relativity 

and the Catholic religion, and making reference to Frankenstein, Jehovah, Jesus, and Eve and Lilith; the effects of 

the menstrual cycle on children, with mention of Jung's 'Memories, Dreams and Reflections', Tantra, and Robert 

Grinnell are also discussed; refers also to John Layard, and 'The Wise Wound'.

99 . 02 25/01/1977

Two letters discussing in the main the Merlin myth which Redgrove interprets in menstrual terms, discussing it in 

relation to the Jungian animus and the Shadow, which Redgrove says is often confused with the threshold-guardian; 

referred to within this main part of the discussion are the Grail adventure; the relationship between Merlin and the 

Lady of the Lake; the half green / half red menstrual tree; Sylvia Plath; the link between blood sacrifice and 

menstrual trauma; the horned womb; Jehovah; Lilith, who is referred to here as the Jewish demon of menstruation; 

'The Key of Solomon' (presumably referring to 'The Key of Solomon the King', first translated and edited from 

ancient MSS in the British Museum by S. Liddell MacGregor Mathers, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1972 [1909 

edition, reprinted]); Crowley; and Gerald Massey's 'The Natural Genesis' (London, 1883, reprinted by Samuel 

Weiser, New York, 1974).  Also referred to within the correspondence are Penelope Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter' 

('Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden'); 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'; Shuttle's 'Wailing Monkey Embracing A 

Tree'; Nye's 'Falstaff' (Hamilton, 1976) and his forthcoming book on Merlin ('Merlin', Hamilton, 1978); 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark'; 'The Wise Wound'; and 'This Ceremony Moulded Me' (became 'The Weddings at Nether Powers').
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100 . 01 19/01/1976

Four letters; the first two are concerned with finding a publisher for 'The Wise Wound' in light of the recent 

publication of Paula Weideger's 'Menstruation and Menopause' (Knopf, 1976), discussing in the main the effects of 

the menstrual cycle on children, with reference to Jungian and Freudian theory; the other two letters concern the 

obtaining of permission to use quotes in an essay by Redgrove on Sylvia Plath (no more details are given); also 

referred to within the correspondence are C. D. Daly; Freud's 'Female Sexuality' and 'Totem and Taboo'; 'Women 

and Analysis' edited by Jean Strouse (can find no reference for this); Franklin (probably referring to Norman 

Franklin); Tony Godwin; Robert Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber and Faber, 1948) and how that had difficulty 

finding a publisher, with reference also to T. S. Eliot; Olwen Hughes; 'The Glass Cottage'; 'A Feminist Jung'; and 'A 

Dream Harvest'.

100 . 02 17/06/1976

Three letters stemming from a notice in The Observer of Redgrove's work (no more details are given), brought to 

Redgrove's attention by Peter Porter; the first two letters discuss briefly Redgrove's standpoint as both feminist and 

non-Christian, and how the imagery in Redgrove's poetry is maybe too rich for many of today's critics; referred to in 

these first two letters are Redgrove's Selected Poems ('Sons of my Skin'); John Senior's 'The Way Down and Out' 

(Cornell University Press, 1959); Yeats; Eliot; Frank Kermode; 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; Redgrove's interview for 

The Hudson Review (see Vol XXVIII, No 3, Autumn 75, interview by Rasula and Erwin); John Donne; and St. John of 

the Cross.  The third letter is an in-depth three page one where Redgrove discusses the position of the poet in 

today's society, how society looks to the poets to reflect an image of that particular time, and how there is a despair 

and anxiety, the cause of which is ignored, and if we were to acknowledge the cause as being the ignoring of the 

importance of the menstrual cycle, we would be able to unite the old and new brain, which is discussed also within 

a historical / religious framework; referred to in this letter are Arthur Koestler's 'The Ghost in the Machine' 

(Hutchinson, 1967); Yeats and the Golden Dawn; Hughes and Plath; Freud, Jung and John Layard; 'The Golden 

Bough' (James Frazer, Macmillan, 1890); A. I. Richards; God the Mother, named as Hera, Shekinah, and Sabbath; 

Leboyer (referring to the French obstetrician Frédérick Leboyer); Philip Slater's 'The Glory of Hera' (Beacon P., 

1968); Otto Rank; Morton Smith; Patai (will be referring to Raphael Patai); Marie Peel; 'The Glass Cottage'; and 

'From Every Chink of the Ark'.
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100 . 03 17/09/1976

Four letters discussing a review by Peter Hebblethwaite in The Guardian (16/09/76) called The Goddess Who Failed 

(the review is on Michael Dames' 'The Silbury Treasure' - Thames and Hudson, 1976; Geoffrey Ashe's 'The Virgin' - 

Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1976; and Marina Warner's 'Alone of All Her Sex' - Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1976; a 

copy of the review is in the archive, reference number 100); referred to are 'The Wise Wound' and 'Zeus and Hera' 

(by C. Kerenyi, translated by Christopher Holme, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1975).

100 . 04 28/06/1976 Liz Calder
Peter 

Redgrove

Brief letter referring to Redgrove's reaction to 'Androgyny' (full title is 'Androgyny: Towards a New Theory of 

Sexuality', June Singer, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1977).  No surname is given on the letter, but we presume it to 

be Liz Calder (of Victor Gollancz Ltd).

101 . 01 15/06/1976

Martin (no 

surname is 

given)

Peter 

Redgrove

One six-page letter discussing 'interlopers' and repression, with reference to dreaming, writing, the four phases on 

the menstrual cycle, the effects of a mother's menstrual rhythms on her baby and the sexual peak of a 

menstruating woman with reference to Tantra, Jung, and pheromones; the interloper as Shadow, with reference to 

Graves and The Black Goddess, the Song of Solomon, Lilith, and the Devil as symbol of women's repressed power; 

meditation and dreaming practices; the possibility of painless births, with reference to Wright and Frédérick 

Leboyer, and how Jesus' head on the crucifix is often to the right.  Referred to within the letter are Redgrove being 

taught lucid dreaming by John Layard; Redgrove's working method as a parallel to the practices of a magical lodge, 

with reference to the Golden Dawn, Gerald Yorke, and Aleister Crowley; Otto Rank; Elizabeth Beel; Georg 

Groddeck's 'Book of the It' (Daniel, 1935); William Blake; Alex Comfort; Joseph Campbell's 'Masks of God' (Secker 

and Warburg, 1960); Toynbee (we are not told which one); David Jones; 'The Wise Wound'; Reverdy (Pierre 

Reverdy?); 'The Interloper'; and the Falmouth Art School.  The poem He Is ('From Every Chink of the Ark', 1977) is 

written in this letter.   Martin could be Martin Bell, as in an undated letter (reference number 184 . 41) Bell asks 

Redgrove for practical advice, and discusses his plans to go to America.
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102 . 01 14/03/1974

The editor 

of The 

Times, 

Anne (no 

surname is 

given), and 

an 

unknown 

person 

(Sir).

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Five in-depth letters (two with drafts) interpreting the film The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973) in non-

Christian terms, and explaining it as a fable of repressed menstrual powers unleashed at the menarche, making 

reference to the significance of Regan's name in relation to 'King Lear', Regan's experience being one of shamanism, 

the name of the demon in the film being NOMAN, and Blake's 'The Marriage of Heaven and Hell'; the letters argue 

that the film is much more than a horror film, and that we have to adjust the way we see it in order to understand 

it's message.  See other material, reference number 102, for a number of notes and articles on the film and on 

exorcism.

102 . 02 21/02/1976

Two letters dealing in the main with two stories of Redgrove's and Shuttle's which Gordon has chosen for 'A Book of 

Contemporary Nightmares' (ed. Giles Gordon, Joseph, 1977), the two stories being Shuttle's The Other Husband and 

Redgrove's Our Lady of the Ice; also referred to are the attempts to get a publisher for 'The Wise Wound'; another 

story of Redgrove's called All the Black Mirrors; Paris Review, Transatlantic, and London Magazine; Norman 

Franklin; and the Grimm tales.

102 . 04 29/03/1976
Fraser 

Steel (BBC)

Peter 

Redgrove

Two letters; the first referring to the programme No Fifth Quartet? by Brian Morris (see 102 . 03 letters) which Steel 

produced, and how the Sylvia Plath programme proposal of Redgrove's (presumably referring to 'Sylvia Plath and 

The Door of The Moon', an outline of which is in the archive, reference number 102) being considered by Steel is 

adapted from a chapter of 'The Wise Wound' (referring to the omitted final chapter which discusses menstrual 

themes in Blake, Shakespeare, Rilke, Poe, Baudelaire, Hughes and Plath - copy of this final chapter is in the archive, 

reference number 291); the second letter wonders if Redgrove thanked Steel for a letter telling him that the Sylvia 

Plath programme proposal had been rejected and that Steel did not agree about the menstrual presence in Plath's 

poetry, to which Redgrove replies with references from the poetry, and mentioning the book 'The Curse' (is 

referring to Janice Delaney, Mary Jane Lupton and Emily Toth's 'The Curse: A Cultural History of Menstruation', 

Dutton, 1976), the piece Redgrove wrote with Shuttle for Psychology Today (called When Is A Curse Not A Curse? - 

typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98), asking when The Little Professor is scheduled, and wondering if 

Steel would be interested in a series of poems about Cornwall (will be referring to 'Cornwall's Redgrove' - broadcast 

on 16/02/79 on Radio 3 and repeated on 22/04/79, again on Radio 3.  See 63 . 01 letters where this is discussed in 

some depth by Redgrove and Steel).  See also 107 . 02 letters.
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102 . 05 12/11/1975

George 

MacBeth 

(BBC)

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

One letter referring to Peter Porter, MacBeth's forthcoming departure from the BBC, the Plath programme proposal 

called 'Sylvia Plath and The Door of The Moon' (outline is in the archive, reference number 102), the recording of a 

programme with Hugh (no surname and no more details are given though we presume it to be Hugh Dickson - see 

107 . 01 letters), and a review by Colin Falck in The New Review (presumably referring to review of 'Sons of my Skin' 

called Straying To The Savage, New Review, volume 2, number 17, August 1975 - copy is in the archive, reference 

number 239; see also 239 . 05 letters), with reference to Alexander Pope, caesura in poetry, and The Little 

Professor.  No surname is given on the letter, but due to the content we can presume it is George MacBeth.  See 

also 107 . 01 letters, a correspondence which this letter seems to be the end of.

102 . 05 12/11/1975

George 

MacBeth 

(BBC)

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

One letter referring to Peter Porter, MacBeth's forthcoming departure from the BBC, the Plath programme proposal 

called 'Sylvia Plath and The Door of The Moon' (outline is in the archive, reference number 102), the recording of a 

programme with Hugh (no surname and no more details are given though we presume it to be Hugh Dickson - see 

107 . 01 letters), and a review by Colin Falck in The New Review (presumably referring to review called Straying To 

The Savage with reference to Alexander Pope, caesura in poetry, and The Little Professor.  No surname is given on 

the letter, but due to the content we can presume it is George MacBeth.  See also 107 . 01 letters, a 

correspondence which this letter seems to be the end of.
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102 . 06 01/02/1975

Three letters discussing 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' in connection to William Blake and in particular the poem The 

Mental Traveller, and a discussion of menstruation; referred to in the first letter of the correspondence are S. Foster 

Damon; Northrop Frye; Blake's 'Jerusalem'; an article by Kiralis called Joyce and Blake, A Basic Source for Finnegans 

Wake (can find no reference for this); 'Nightmare Cemetery' (can find no reference for this); TMT (referring to The 

Mental Traveller); John Sutherland; the many occurrences of "Blood" in Blake's poetry; Blake's wife; and Mary 

Godwin.  Redgrove's reply is an in-depth discussion of menstrual influence, relating to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' 

and William Blake, and referring to or discussing, imagination and fancy; Melanie Klein, Freud, and Adrian Stokes, in 

relation to babies being female; the transformations of the menstrual cycle forming the basis of myth, with 

reference to the Eleusinian Mysteries, Persephone, Briffault's 'The Mothers', Sylvia Plath, Edgar Allen Poe, 

Baudelaire, and C. D. Daly; the womb as a connected organ, with reference to Jesus, Bettelheim's 'Symbolic 

Wounds' (Thames and Hudson, 1955), Katharina Dalton, Janiger, Mary Brown Parlee, Havelock Ellis, Masters and 

Johnson, and Tantric literature and Crowley; and the suppression of the period, with reference to Sylvia Plath and to 

Seymour Fisher.  The third letter, from Kiralis, discusses in more depth The Mental Traveller in relation to 

Redgrove's letter and the nature of orgasm; it also refers to Durrell, Francis Berry, Sheffield University, Coleridge 

and Fancy and Imagination, Plath, the poem The Sick Rose, Joyce, Hardy, and Yeats.  The surname has been written 

on the letter by Redgrove and is difficult to make out.

102 . 07 03/10/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jack 

Sweeney
Letter thanking them for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' which he read three times and which made him dream.
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103 . 01 16/07/1976

Two letters discussing two dreams of Bell's (and for which he drew a four fold diagram): one where he dreamt he 

was a merging of the biblical figures Job, Jeremiah, and Jonah, and as such was urging people to reserve a place on 

the ark; and a Mænad dream, where he was surrounded by Mænads in a circle trying to get him to dance.  

Redgrove's in-depth discussion draws on Jung (and pointing out what he sees is wrong with Jung) and draws heavily 

on the menstrual taboo; discussed, mentioned, or referred to are Bell's half translation of 'Les Champs 

Magnetiques' (Andre Breton and Philippe Soupault, Gallimard, 1967); the act of ego-defence after dreaming; Klimpt 

(we presume it is actually Gustav Klimt who is being referred to) and surrealist paintings; Villon (no first name is 

given); the omphaloi; Patricia Garfield's 'Creative Dreaming' (Ballantine Books, 1976); creative dreaming and the 

distinction between our inner and outer lives; archetypes being of biological origin; the image of the red / green 

Welsh tree (half flaming and half green); a four-fold rhythm which occurs in dreams, and the link with this and our 

mother's menstruation, with discussion of the link between the ovulation and menstrual cycles, seeing each as a 

trinity concealing a fourth section, which is itself a trinity (the ovulation cycle has a blank stage when the womb 

menstruates, and the menstrual cycles' blank stage is during actual ovulation.  Hence each 'blank' stage conceals the 

other trinity); free association and Jungian "active imagination"; the figure of the Vampire, and Jesus, and 

mentioning Angela Carter, Witches, Robert Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber and Faber, 1948), the poem The 

Coal Black Smith, Fred Astaire, and William Blake; the Mona Lisa as representative of all sides of women's nature, 

with reference also to Leonardo's Virgin and St. Anne (this is also discussed in Redgrove's letter to Malcolm 

Feuerstein, reference number 89 . 03), the game of Ludo, and Tantra; Ted Hughes; the nature of communication in 

dreams; George Fraser; and the poem Really Gone (from 'The Force', 1966);   No surname is given on the letters, 

but due to the content we can presume it is Martin Bell.   See also Other Material record, reference number 103.

103 . 02 29/12/1976
Sir (New 

Scientist?)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter asking for details of the inventor of the term "meme" (inherited complex of ideas) which Redgrove would like 

to use.
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104 . 01 04/10/1976

Four letters (one with a draft); the first letter is a brief one from Lewin turning down an idea of Redgrove's for an 

article (no details are given but could be referring to a hypnosis article discussed in 23 . 05 letters); two of the 

remaining letters are concerned with the possibility of Redgrove and Shuttle reviewing for the New Scientist, with 

reference to David Holbrook's 'Sylvia Plath: Poetry and Existence' (Athlone Press, 1976), and mentioning 'Sons of my 

Skin: Selected Poems', and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; the other letter is a response from Penelope Shuttle, sent by 

Redgrove initially to Dixon, regarding a review of Bruno Bettelheim's 'The Uses of Enchantment' (Thames and 

Hudson, 1976) by Michael O'Donnell which appeared in New Scientist 28/10/76 (copy of the review is in the 

archive, reference number 104), where Shuttle advises that O'Donnell should read Paul Kline's 'Fact and Fantasy in 

Freudian Theory' (Methuen, 1972) before commenting on Bettelheim's psychoanalytic interpretation of fairy tales, 

briefly discusses the menstrual taboo, and refers also to the forthcoming publication of 'The Wise Wound'.

104 . 02 21/08/1976
Dr. 

Harrison

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Would like to enter a competition for an essay, advertised in Psychology Today.

104 . 03 27/07/1976

Five letters (one with a draft) referring to the writing of the Psychology Today article by Redgrove and Penelope 

Shuttle called When Is A Curse Not A Curse?, drawing on work already done for 'The Wise Wound'; and also a letter 

(with draft) by Shuttle in response to an article by Eva Figes called The Myth of the Mother God (Psychology Today, 

August 1976, Volume 2, Number 8); discussed or referred to within the correspondence are the menstrual cycle as a 

misunderstood sexual cycle; Jungian psychology; the film The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973); Robert 

Briffault's 'The Mothers' (it is a comment by Figes on this book that caused Shuttle to respond); the omphalos; and 

Philip Slater's 'The Glory of Hera' (Beacon P., 1968).  Copy of the Psychology Today magazine containing the Figes 

article is in the archive, reference number 104, along with the When Is A Curse Not A Curse? article and supporting 

notes.

105 . 01 20/04/1976

Fifteen letters.  The first twelve concern searches, for example on the Index Medicus, undertaken by J. F. Almond / 

A. T. Talboys & Co to assist in the research for 'The Wise Wound'; the two letters following are between Redgrove 

and the Society of Authors, asking for a recommendation for another research company, as the current one is 

unsatisfactory; and the final letter, to Dr. Bailey, is an outline of 'The Wise Wound' and the kind of things Redgrove 

would like him to search for (see 84 . 19 letters for correspondence between Redgrove and Bailey).
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106 . 01
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Thanking Redgrove for a review in The Guardian, referring also to a TLS review (no more details are given, and as 

the note is undated, we do not know what the review was of); Thomas also sent Redgrove a copy of his poem The 

Rock (printed by the Sceptre Press, 1975, number 130 of 150 copies printed, which is in the archive, reference 

number 106).

106 . 02 16/01/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Hilda 

Trench

Postcard telling them he has returned from the States and would like to see them some time (the postcard has a 

picture on the front of a painting by Paul Delvaux called Phases of the Moon, 1939).

106 . 03 01/10/1973

Four letters following two main themes.  One theme is the practical issues, such as contracts, for Peel's editing of 

Redgrove's poetry, which resulted in 'Sons of my Skin', with reference to Norman Franklin of Routledge and Kegan 

Paul Ltd; the possibility of a book of critical essays by Peel; Peel's 'Seeing to the Heart' (Chatto and Windus, 1972) 

and the sequel she is presently writing (unnamed).  The second major theme is an in-depth discussion of the films 

La Belle Et La Bete [Beauty And The Beast], Director Jean Cocteau, 1946, and Orphee [Orpheus], Director Jean 

Cocteau, 1950, discussed in the light of suppressed menstrual energy, Auden and homosexuality, and the use of the 

term "surrealism", and discussing or referring to the rite of "bringing down the moon"; Dracula; the falseness of the 

ending of the films; the state of France between the wars; and a discussion of myth and love with mention of Plato, 

Keats, energy as the driving force of life, Hardy, and mentioning an article by Peel on Auden (the article, a copy of 

which is in the archive, reference number 106, is called Literature and Mr Auden, and appeared in Books and 

Bookmen, October 1973).  Also discussed or referred to within the correspondence are Redgrove's feelings about 

the 'prose-poem', with reference to 'Falstaff', 'Volpone', 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and 

the poem The Idea of Entropy at Maenporth Beach (from 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', 1972); Jerome Rothenberg's 

'Technicians of the Sacred' (Doubleday, 1968); brief discussion of a story by Alan Sillitoe called The Mimic (from 

'Men, Women and Children', W.H. Allen, 1973); Allen Freer; Wordsworth; Constable; Blake; de Sade; St. John of the 

Cross; and Marcuse.
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107 . 01 20/03/1975

Seven letters discussing the recording of a programme with poems being read by Hugh Dickson (no more details are 

given); a programme proposal on Sylvia Plath by Redgrove, which became 'Sylvia Plath and The Door of The Moon' 

(outline is in the archive, reference number 102); and an American programme (again no details are given); also 

referred to are William Blake and the poems The Sick Rose and The Mental Traveller; the Kavanaghs (will be 

referring to P. J. Kavanagh and Kate Kavanagh); an essay by Irving Howe on Plath; Freud; the cult of Hera and 

Kerenyi; and Peter Porter.  See letter with reference number 102 . 05 which seems to follow on from this 

correspondence.

107 . 02 05/10/1976

Two letters which it seems are part of a larger correspondence documented in records with reference numbers 102 

. 04 and 63 . 01; they refer to the possibility of a programme by Redgrove on Sylvia Plath and a menstrual presence 

in her poetry; Redgrove's 'The Little Professor' and 'The God of Glass'; 'The Wise Wound', and in particular the 

literary chapter (is referring to the omitted final chapter called The Menstruous Traveller, inspired by Blake's poem 

called The Mental Traveller, which discusses menstrual themes in Blake, Shakespeare, Rilke, Poe, Baudelaire, 

Hughes and Plath - copy of this final chapter is in the archive, reference number 291); the colleges of Hera; E. M. 

Dewan; Margaret Rudd; Ted Hughes writing on Shakespeare; Alan Ross and an article Redgrove is writing about 

Living in Cornwall; and the possibility of a Poetry Now programme, with reference to the unmanned radio station at 

Truro.

107 . 03 31/10/1973
Elaine 

Glover

Peter 

Redgrove

The letter is in response to a review by Glover called Recent Fiction and Not So Recent Fiction which included 'In 

The Country of the Skin' (Stand 14, number 4); the letter discusses masturbation in connection with the novel, the 

fact that it has been made into a radio play, and refers to James Hillman's paper on The Masturbation Inhibition in 

'The Reality of the Psyche...' (International Congress for Analytical Psychology: 3rd: Montreux, Switzerland: 1965; 

edited by Joseph B. Wheelwright; published by Putnam for the C. G. Jung Foundation for Analytical Psychology, 

1968); also referred to are Sylvia Plath, Freud, and Einstein.

107 . 06 14/10/1974 Two letters

175 . 01 04/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Winder

Glad he can come to the Truro studio on Thursday 18th September to talk to Paul Vaughan about the Cheltenham 

Festival; will be concentrating on the Tuesday evening programme - 'I is Another'; gives studio address.

175 . 02 27/09/1975
Ms (Anne 

Winder)

Peter 

Redgrove

Enjoyed the contribution the week before on 'Kaleidoscope' about the Cheltenham Festival; would be glad to do 

more work if she wanted him to; sends her his CV; mentions he and Penelope Shuttle are writing a book on 

feminine psychology ('The Wise Wound').
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175 . 03 13/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Winder

Thanks him for his letter about the Cheltenham Festival, and would be interested in him contributing to the 

programme in the future; asks him to come in and see her when he comes to London for a programme with George 

Macbeth.

175 . 04 09/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Winder
Afraid she will not be able to meet him on 12th December as she will be away.

176 . 01
Ralph 

Finney
Various

This record covers a number of letters (47 in all) sent to the above after adverts were placed in various 

journals/magazines for people to send in accounts of their experiences with a "whirlpool" type force; the folder 

they were contained in had "Dr Faust" written on the front, which would seem to indicate that they were 

something to do with Redgrove's research.

176 . 02
Peter 

Redgrove

Ralph 

Finney

We are presuming that this letter was sent to Peter Redgrove though there is no addressee on it; it is a covering 

letter for the "whirlpool" accounts (Ref No 176 . 01).

176 . 03 17/08/1966
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Richardso

n

Mentions "the Hungarian people", and discusses a grant that Redgrove should apply for from the National 

Translations Center at Texas mentioning the new director, Keith Botsford.

176 . 04 25/05/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Atherton

Discusses the design for a print of one of Redgrove's poems (not named) for the Beyond Centre project; encloses 

some draft sketches (see Ref 176).

176 . 05 15/07/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Bailey

Refers to a letter Redgrove sent to Terence Lucas on July 4th regarding paperbacks; will consider publishing 

Redgrove's next book in paperback, mentioning an article in that month's edition of Bookselling News about the 

price threshold for buying books.

176 . 06 04/10/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Eric 

Walter-

White

Gave a dinner party the night before to Neville Boden and Zuleika at which Redgrove was mentioned; will be 

pleased to act as referee for a Head of Humanities job at Bristol Polytechnic; refers to the printing on this letterhead 

by Alan Tarling.

176 . 07 05/10/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Porter

Would be pleased to be Redgrove's literary executor; discusses Colgate University, saying that is where Bruce 

Berlind teaches, and mentions Donald Davie; mentions that Martin (Bell) is staying with him at the moment, 

referring to some translations Bell is doing; discusses a tour of poetry reading in Devon with Vernon Scannell; says 

that only Alan Brownjohn has reviewed his book so far (not named but could be 'The Last of England' which was 

published in 1970).

176 . 08 06/10/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Elinor 

(surname 

unknown)

Thanks him for his Christmas present; has been writing poems herself; makes reference to 'The Shirt, the Skull and 

the Grape'; wonders when he is coming to London, mentioning Poets Workshop and the splinter group Alan 

Marshfield has set up.
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176 . 09 28/10/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Tarling

Thanks Redgrove for a manuscript (not named); mentions The Emperor, the Old White Man and the Peter-Jacoba 

dialogue; would like to print the three poems in one of his new once-a-year titles.  Poet and Printer published 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding and Other Plays' in 1972, which included 'In The Country of the Skin' and 'Three 

Pieces for Voices'.

176 . 10 01/11/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Gilbertson

Refers to getting permission from Redgrove's publishers for something (not named); is very taken with Hughes' 

'Crow', and types a few examples from it.

176 . 11 03/01/1970
Richard 

Gilbertson

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Gilbertson's letter (Ref No 176 . 10); thinks it would be best if Gilbertson approached Redgrove's 

publishers; mentions 'Crow'.  Postcard

176 . 12 17/11/1970
Peter 

Redgrove

Ethel 

Richards

They are presently drafting up ideas for the 1971 season, and likes the suggestion of Redgrove doing some readings 

with Penelope Shuttle; would like information on fees for a possible three or more consecutive nights.

176 . 13 08/01/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

George 

MacBeth

Out of the poems for voices Redgrove sent him, he would like to have three actors read 'Son of My Skin' on its own, 

mixed into a group of longer poems that he is hoping to offer the planners of Radio 3.

176 . 14 21/05/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Donald 

Measham

Refers to a composite poem and the account of its composition; sending Redgrove his notebook back, with thanks 

for its use, and discusses form in relation to the oral and the written version; wonders does Redgrove intend to do 

any more work on the poem, and mentions the dispersal of the Group; discusses some of what he calls "Redgrove 

cards", referring to the imagery of Lock and Berkeley, and a sentence he found in Caitlin Thomas; hopes Redgrove 

will come again, and do another composite poem.

176 . 14 24/05/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Measham

Thanks Redgrove for his letter and a book (not named); discusses a Lessing book (not named) thinking that many of 

her ideas have worked been over in science fiction; refers to the previous weekend (see other letter with same 

reference number); sends him a picture of Riber at dawn, which is the view from their window (Ref 176).  There is 

no year on this letter but it is written just after the other one with Ref No 176 . 14.

176 . 15 02/06/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

Travelled back from Bristol the previous week with John Betjeman who spoke enthusiastically about Redgrove's 

work, mentioning the Group at Cambridge; heard 'The Moon Disposes' on D. M. Thomas' programme the previous 

Monday, just after reading Redgrove's' Mad Prince'.
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176 . 16 27/10/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Ted 

Hughes

Has not written to Redgrove since he received an extract from 'Work in Progress'; has spent the last year travelling; 

this letter is written on the back of a Daily Mirror Children's Literary Competition entry from Penzance (the poem is 

called 'Progress of the Conference Men' by Janice Elizabeth Hunter, aged 15); sends Redgrove some notes on some 

work he is doing on Shakespeare (Hughes published something called 'Shakespeare's Poem' in 1971, but could also 

be referring to 'A Choice of Shakespeare's Verse', selected with an introduction by Ted Hughes, Faber and Faber, 

1971); will be going to Falmouth very soon.

176 . 17 17/12/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Possibly P. 

J. 

Kavanagh

Did not got to Falmouth when he planned to, so will try again after Christmas; praises Redgrove's novel ('In The 

Country of the Skin') for its poetry.

176 . 18 16/12/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Charles 

Monteith
Has had time to read 'In The Country of the Skin', but is afraid they will not be publishing it.

176 . 18 22/12/1971
Peter 

Redgrove

Tom 

Maschler
Afraid they will not be publishing 'In The Country of the Skin' and feels it will be difficult to put over in book form.

176 . 19 05/02/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Worsfield

As Redgrove has agreed to be an adjudicator for this years Stroud Festival Guinness International Poetry 

Competition, Worsfield is sending him the brochure (Ref 176); one of the adjudicators, Brendan Kenelly has had to 

return to the States, so they will ask Dannie Abse to take his place; discusses fees and process of choosing the 

poems; hopes Redgrove will be at the poetry afternoon on 14th October 1972 to give reasons for reaching the final 

verdict.

176 . 20 16/02/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Rupert
They have cancelled Redgrove's order for Bruno Bettelheim's 'Symbolic Wounds' as it is out of print.

176 . 21 14/04/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Jones

Looking forward to their meeting on 24th April; has finished his stint on 'Review' and has sufficient time to work on 

rehearsals of 'The Lower Depths'; refers to the director Nigel Williams, who is still keen on the idea of doing 

something around the new publications (not named).

176 . 22 03/06/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Received 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' from Routledge and would like to thank Redgrove for it; finally read 'In The 

Country of the Skin' which he praises; would like to meet up during the holidays if possible.
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176 . 23 07/07/1972

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Martin 

Booth

Thanks them for the copy of 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', of which his favourites are 'Water-witch....', 'The Curiosity 

Shop', 'Damn' Great Oaths', and 'The Wizard's New Meeting'; mentions 'In The Country of the Skin'; says he owes 

thanks for allowing him to dedicate the poem (not named) and would like to dedicate his next book to Redgrove, 

George MacBeth, and Susan Musgrave; discusses a cruise over to Naples, where he will go to the top of Vesuvius; 

refers to contract letters; mentions (Kevin) Crossley-Holland; thinks Penelope Shuttle should up her selling price for 

'Jesusa', refers to his next book of verse, and discusses the Gregory (award).

176 . 24 08/07/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Hamburge

r

Thanks him for the book ('Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit') which he praises, saying he has often found Redgrove's work 

difficult to appreciate, but he sees real experiences and discoveries in this book; mentions he is working on a prose 

book (not named) which he says is "a sort of autobiography".

176 . 25 29/07/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Christophe

r (possibly 

Holme)

Highly praises 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', which he finds particularly exciting in the context of 'In The Country of 

the Skin', with a discussion of myth and archetype, the balancing of irrationality and logic, and good and evil etc., 

saying he thinks Redgrove achieves a coherence of the opposites in this book; quotes Jung to illustrate his points, 

and refers to Blake's 'Heaven and Hell' and the electrifying energy of the Universe; mentions his own collection 'An 

Exile's Italy', his teaching commitments, and that he is hoping to go to Italy.

176 . 26 04/08/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Thinks that Redgrove's collection ('Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit') is excellent; has a new collection coming out himself, 

and his recent visit to a clairvoyant said he should get the collection off straight away, so he will hope to send it in 

October; wonders if Redgrove would choose some of his later poems for him, that he is bound to want to add to 

the collection, around about mid-September; he will be in Mousehole from 11th to 18th August and would like to 

meet up.
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176 . 27 03/09/1972
Clive 

James

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review by James of 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', with particular reference to 'The Idea Of Entropy at 

Maenporth Beach'; refers to the TLS review (11th August 1972) where they referred to his "hyperaesthesia" and its 

dangers, but he says that although he does find horror in the world, he also finds it exceedingly beautiful; refers to 

the rite in the poem 'Idea of Entropy...', saying that he discovered it is known by lots of peoples, referring to 

aboriginals, Christian mystics, Persephone at Eleusis, and some witch-cults, and refers to Aldous Huxley's story 

about Madame Guyon, Wallace Stevens' 'Idea of Order at Key West', John Layard, N. O. Brown, and Melanie Klein; 

discusses the title poem, 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', saying that all his poems discover a strong idea structure, 

referring to world-wide ideas that must have been with him to begin with, but how one experience brought them 

all together; discusses the balance of his poems and how he finds plot or intellectual proposition in the midst of 

energy, using an example from Judo to illustrate his point; his model for poems is T'ang; mentions James' Up 

Sunday pieces in relation to 'Mr Waterman', and hopes James will like 'In The Country of the Skin' more than he did 

'Faust'.

176 . 27
Clive 

James

Peter 

Redgrove
This is an earlier draft version of the other letter to Clive James with Ref No 176 .27.

176 . 28 05/09/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Brownjohn

Thanks Redgrove for some photos, refers to himself getting married, and discusses the Totleigh Barton course; 

discusses poetry in general, referring to the "cult" around their dead contemporaries, the genius of (Wallace) 

Stevens and how he has been neglected; thinks that he and Redgrove would probably agree most on Stevens, and 

refers to the Hamilton issue, saying he does ultimately feel the same as Clive James in his answer to the Review 

questions; discusses Redgrove's poetry, and Brownjohn's teaching of it in relation to his own poetry, mentioning 

how he would probably read sociology before he read mysticism; refers to a working session he conducted where 

Redgrove helped him greatly in his perceptions of Brownjohn's methods.

176 . 29 22/09/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Hamburge

r

Has recommended Redgrove's book ('Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit') to everyone he knows, and mentions an 

enthusiastic review of it by Peter Porter; thanks Redgrove for what he said (presumably in an earlier letter) about 

Hamburger's work, which he found encouraging at a time when he is feeling isolated.

176 . 30 14/09/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Colin 

Wilson

Thanks Redgrove for the play, which he thinks looks fascinating and will offer an insight into the book (not named 

but presumably referring to 'In The Country of the Skin'); discusses his own tiredness and how he needs a holiday.
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176 . 31 23/09/1973
The 

Observer

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter discussing Ian Hamilton's survey of Modern Poetry in that days' Observer Colour Supplement, saying they 

think it took a phallic and bullying cast and that it was upsetting that Sylvia Plath was the only woman mentioned 

out of all the excellent women writers who are active today; they offer their services in compiling a more sexually-

balanced survey.

176 . 32 10/01/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ted 

Hughes

Letter discussing 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and how he thinks it takes a different direction to 'In The Country of the 

Skin'; thinks it is more hesitant and tentative than the former book, but opens on endless possibilities, discussing 

the way different things come together and surprise each other, using an analogy from Japanese drama; discusses a 

film scenario he wrote in 1962, which he has left to rest up till now, thinking he will finish it (he describes 'Gaudete' 

even though it is not named); discusses the Arvon Foundation at Lumb Bank, mentions John Moat, and Bruce 

(probably Berlind); refers to the news about Peter Porter's wife (death of).

176 . 33
Peter 

Redgrove

Paul 

Brown

Would like to use 'An Adventure Up The Bible' and both poems by Penelope Shuttle (not named) for the magazine, 

but can only estimate when it will be ready to go to the printer, which he thinks will be around mid-March.

176 . 34
Peter 

Redgrove

P. J. 

Kavanagh

Sending him some typed sheets entitled Notes Toward A Draft Of A Supreme Study Of Peter Redgrove's Poetry (Ref 

176) prior to their conversation planned for the following day.

176 . 35
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Gilbertson

Refers to asking publisher's permission for something (not named, but see letters with Ref No's 176 .10 and 176 . 

11); mentions the postcard Redgrove sent him saying he likes the snake ornament on the picture (Ref No 176 . 11).  

Dated by Tuesday.

176 . 36
Peter 

Redgrove

Nicki 

Jackowska

Thinks his book is fantastic (though we are unable to ascertain which book she is referring to, as the letter is only 

dated by Friday).

176 . 37
Peter 

Redgrove

P. J. 

Kavanagh

Thanks Redgrove for his book of poems (not named) which Hobsbaum says is 'great'; he is making a film about rural 

Britain with the BBC; wonders has Redgrove read Stevie Smith's 'A Novel On Yellow Paper', which is now out of 

print.  Postcard

176 . 38
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

Letter outlining plans for Christmas.  Dated only by Wednesday Oct 7th.
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176 . 39
Peter 

Redgrove

Philip 

Callow

Is reading Redgrove's novel (not named but probably 'In The Country of the Skin'); has bought a cottage Somerset 

which he is finding solitary; refers to a time when he stayed at their house, possibly in December 1967 or Winter 

1968, before he went to St Luke's College in Exeter to take a teaching certificate (in 1968); refers to his own book 

which will be out in September, called 'Yours' (published 1972); discusses insulin treatment and the ECT method; 

says that Lionel (Miskin) has also written to him about John Layard; mentions the last time they met in Falmouth; 

thanks him for the America details.

176 . 40
Peter 

Redgrove

Harry 

(could be 

Guest or 

Chambers)

Thanks Redgrove for 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' saying it is a marvellous collection; refers to 'House Of Wax'.

176 . 41
Peter 

Redgrove

Kathleen 

Raine

Received a copy of his latest book of poems (presumably 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit') from Routledge and is writing 

to thank him; mentions 'Christiana's Spider' ('Christiana') and 'The Taps'; refers to St John Persse.  Postcard.

176 . 42
Peter 

Redgrove

Ted 

Hughes

Wishes he could have seen more of Redgrove at the Roundhouse; likes Redgrove's 'Easter Cantata very much, and 

thinks that Redgrove's material works better with a dramatic counterpointing of voices; discusses Penelope 

Shuttle's work saying he has not seen her novel but he read something of hers written when she was 17 which he 

found very sensitive and clairvoyant; says he stopped writing about a year ago, and finds his domestic life disrupted, 

which should in effect pave the way for a campaign of self-discipline; says his 'Crow' book is coming out in October; 

gives Redgrove the address of his agent; hopes to see him at Beaford in August.  As 'Crow' came out in 1970, and as 

Hughes mentions seeing Redgrove in August, we can presume this letter was written some time in the first half of 

1970.

176 . 43

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ted 

Hughes

Congratulates them on winning "the Prize", saying he missed the radio broadcast of the book (he is referring to 'In 

The Country of the Skin' winning the Guardian Fiction Prize in 1973), and is looking forward to the new novel 

(presumably 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'); mentions Peter Porter and Anthony Thwaite visiting Totleigh, and Porter 

mentioning that Redgrove was off to Colgate; the Yorkshire branch of the Arvon Foundation looks promising; 

discusses Frieda and Nicholas, saying Frieda has developed a talent for poetry, and Nicholas has become an expert 

on bees; mentions an American sculptor and engraver that has moved over here.
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176 . 44
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Bell

Discusses the merits of art colleges over schools and universities; mentions Pearce (no first name is given); he has 

been trying to organise two volumes, his own verse since 1967 and translations he has done from the French 

Surrealists, which he says Alvarez is interested in for Penguin.

177 . 01 10/07/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Ceri 

Williams
Requests a copy of 'The Glass Cottage' for catalogue and jacket use.

177 . 02 11/09/1975
Andrew 

Young

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending Young some photographs of the Sphinx rock at Boscastle and discussing how he wanted to take pictures of 

the stern-wake of the QE2, as these may inspire Young to make a cover for 'The Glass Cottage'.

177 . 02 15/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Andrew 

Young

Looks forward to designing a jacket for 'The Glass Cottage', but has to first be discussed at a Promotion Meeting, on 

24th September.

177 . 03 17/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Sending copyright assignment for 'The Glass Cottage' which appeared in Vol XXVIII, No 2 (Summer 1975); will send 

him a review copy of Paula's book when available (possibly referring to Paula Weideger's 'Menstruation and 

Menopause').  See Ref No 177 for copyright agreement.

177 . 04 29/10/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Philippa 

Brewster

Sending a rough draft for the jacket of 'The Glass Cottage', asking him to correct/comment on it if necessary; will 

send him a printed jacket when it is done.

177 . 04 01/11/1975
Philippa 

Brewster

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Thanks her for the blurb for 'The Glass Cottage'; wonders could they change the phrase "prodigal talent" for 

something else from 'Sons of my Skin' reviews, mentioning Dodsworth's Guardian remark.

177 . 05 22/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Jean 

Jeffrey
The proofing of 'The Glass Cottage' will be delayed until the third week in January.

177 . 06 21/02/1976
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove

The BBC are interested in Redgrove doing an adaptation of 'The Glass Cottage' for Radio 3, and he wonders if 

Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd will waive their rights over it as they did for the radio version of 'In The Country of the 

Skin'.

177 . 07 26/02/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller
Encourages him to go ahead with the BBC adaptation of 'The Glass Cottage'.
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177 . 08 17/01/1976
Rosemary 

Sprigg

Bruce (no 

surname 

on the 

letter).

Has sent the original type-script and type-setting for 'The Glass Cottage' to her; discusses style of presentation.

177 . 08 26/01/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Jean 

Jeffrey

Sent Redgrove the manuscript folios of 'The Glass Cottage' asking for corrections of printer's errors only; asks him to 

return the marked proofs to David Babb.

177 . 08 03/02/1976
David 

Babb

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter following a telephone call that morning; would like the proofs of 'The Glass Cottage' to be professionally read 

and then sent to Redgrove for checking, as there are errors of omission in the proofs he has already been sent; 

thinks the book will look very nice once ready for publishing; assures Babb that he seldom makes corrections which 

depart from the typescript on his proofs.

177 . 09 20/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Babb
Assures Redgrove of the thorough checking of the proofs for 'The Glass Cottage'.

177 . 09 24/05/1976
Mr (David) 

Babb

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Babb for his assurances with regards 'The Glass Cottage'; they are looking forward to reading the bound 

copy.

177 . 10 16/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Lucina 

Rendle-

Mervill

Sent him the typescript for 'The Glass Cottage' (see Ref 177).

177 . 11 06/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Thinks 'The Glass Cottage' (which he calls "The gloss fritter") is a fine book, not anti-feminist, but anti-Cunard/P&O.  

Postcard.

177 . 11 09/10/1976
Martin 

Booth

Peter 

Redgrove

Would be grateful for his comments on 'The Glass Cottage' (which he calls "The Gay Roughage"), but says it is most 

definitely not about Cunard or their ships; it is about a crossing and about the ship being a lady; mentions the 

poetry Wet Angel, the folio, and a query about the Omphalos book; wonders why an Omphalos is called a "navel" 

when it doesn't look like one.

177 . 12 14/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Got a card from the TLS saying they had given Redgrove's book ('The Glass Cottage') to someone else to review, but 

hopefully they will keep him in mind in future; thanks Redgrove for agreeing to read his manuscript (not named).  

Postcard

177 . 12 02/10/1976
D. M. 

Thomas

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for this postcard; a review in the TLS of 'The Glass Cottage' by a Gay Clifford said it was anti-feminist; 

Redgrove wrote to the TLS saying the book was about the Goddess-Murder, in the same way that other books are 

about the Jesus-Murder; would like Thomas to review any of their forthcoming books, and he mentions 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden', 'From Every Chink of 

the Ark', and 'The Wise Wound'.
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177 . 13 05/10/1976
Ms 

Hayman

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks the editor (of the TLS) for agreeing to print their letter about the review of 'The Glass Cottage' (see Ref 177 - 

TLS letters of 7th October, 12th November, and 31st December, 1976); glad she likes his poem 'Heads and Tails' 

enough for the TLS.

177 . 14 12/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

It never entered his head to mention Cunard in a review of 'The Glass Cottage'; sees the ship as a kind of mother-

goddess structure; sees omphalos as a model of an inverted navel, and mentions the navel as the joining to the 

mother, and the omphalos in Delphi.  See letters with Ref No 177 . 11  Postcard.

177 . 15 04/10/1976
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a remark Dunn made in the Encounter about Redgrove and his differing beliefs from society (see 

Encounter, September 1975, p. 76, for review of 'Sons of my Skin', entitled 'Ways of Booming'); sends him 'The 

Glass Cottage', discussing how it is about the Goddess-Murder as oppose to the Jesus-Murder; discusses 

menstruation in relation to 'The Waste-Land' and how only humans and apes menstruate, which he believes is the 

reason for the origin of human society and that it leads to "pair-bonding"; mentions that they have written 'The 

Wise Wound'.

177 . 16 11/10/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Julian 

Barnes

Refers to a letter they sent him about his review of 'The Glass Cottage' in the Statesman a fortnight earlier; thinks 

that they suppress narrative links, in one way by not making clear who is speaking at any one time, which makes the 

book abstract and difficult, referring to the correspondence in the TLS (see letter with Ref No 177 . 13).  No year on 

this letter.

177 . 16 13/10/1976
Julian 

Barnes

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Writing in reply to his letter of 11th October 1976; takes his point about not naming anyone on the voyage, hence 

not knowing who is speaking at times; discusses the Goddess and Christianity in relation to 'The Glass Cottage'; says 

they have been tackling this problem in 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and 'The Wise 

Wound'; sends him a copy of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

177 . 17 27/10/1976

Roger 

Stennett 

(of SW 

Arts)

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending him a letter with regards a review of 'The Glass Cottage' by Ken Smith in SW Arts journal; Redgrove is 

concerned that that now makes two what he calls careless reviews in the journal of his work, the other being a 

review of a student anthology 'Lamb and Thundercloud' (edited  by Redgrove, Arvon Press, 1975); refers to a new 

magazine Stennett is launching, with Smith as editor.
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177 . 17 28/10/1976 Ken Smith

Penelope 

Shuttle 

(and Peter 

Redgrove)

Letter with regards the review of 'The Glass Cottage'; Shuttle thinks that if he did not understand the book, which is 

about menstruation, he should have been honest enough to say he did not understand it; she discusses child-birth 

and creativity at menstruation, the Goddess-Murder, the period as a 'curse', and the humour in the novel in the 

form of anecdotes; Peter Redgrove adds a note saying that if Smith finds the theme of the 'Goddess-Murder' 

strange, he should listen to Redgrove's 'The God of Glass' on Radio 3 on 12th or 14th December; sends him what he 

calls a "conversation" (probably the Hudson Review interview), and mentions the new magazine of Stennett and 

Smith's, and the letter he sent to Stennett (dated 27/10/76).

177 . 17 28/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove
Ken Smith

Thanks Redgrove for some poems he sent, and mentions about SW Arts asking him to review 'The Glass Cottage'; 

says they may find the review "a bit mawkish", referring to the symbology and myth; discussion of art colleges, 

saying he is no longer at one, and what constitutes subsidiary and complementary studies for students; mentions 

that he will see Redgrove on 2nd December; refers to a pamphlet by (Roger) Stennett and some advice Redgrove 

gave him (we presume this is discussed in letters with Ref No 239 . 11); he is in Leeds on a one year fellowship of 

Yorkshire Arts; refers to the new magazine.  No year on this letter, but the reply in dated 1976.  As there is no 

mention of the letter sent to him by Penelope Shuttle of the same date, we can presume he wrote this before he 

received that letter.

177 . 17 30/10/1976 Ken Smith
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to Smith's of 28th October; apologises for writing so 'hotly' to him, but explains that he and Penelope 

Shuttle are inclined to lose patience when people seem to ignore menstruation and its creative powers, which leads 

to the suffering of women; refers to the work they did through dream-analysis and its relation to poetry, which led 

to them writing 'The Wise Wound'; discusses 'In The Country of the Skin' as a record of sensations and the 

intellectual objections of fantasy, 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and how they see fantasy as underdeveloped 

imagination, how 'The Glass Cottage' developed this theme further, and how they wrote 'The Wise Wound' to make 

their position explicit, with regards picture-writing, symbology, and myth, with reference to the inner map of all of 

us; discusses a particular case of a woman who suffered suicidal depression at menstruation, and how a women 

have two resources in thier cycles, ovulation and menstruation; wonders why psychologists have not studied the 

implications of menstruation to/on society.
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177 . 17 01/11/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ken Smith

Letter discussing the review he wrote of 'The Glass Cottage' and Redgrove's previous letter to him in some detail; 

covers his use of the word "collage", the book's meaning to Redgrove and his own reading of it, what Penelope 

Shuttle calls in her letter to him his "intellectual objection of the Goddess", the repression of women due to their 

menstruation in our society and making reference to an essay by Bly (not named), and how he still thinks that much 

of 'The Glass Cottage' "stays locked in its origins in personal meaning", with references to occurrences in the book; 

thinks the three of them should get together to discuss the terms they are using - myth, symbol, image, meaning; 

discusses how the book shows a scarey universe of vulnerable people, that were sometimes subjected to larger 

meanings than they gave to thier lives, and so he felt the presence of an omniscient author, and he thinks that their 

disagreement is over technique; discusses anxiety over meaning in relation to his phrase "meaning arrived at 

afterwards", saying that meaning comes after the event, and using an example of making love; discusses 'fantasy' 

and how the book tackles the expectations of meaning, but is still a book and so still wants readers, and he felt that 

they had put too much in it; discusses the phrase "birth-passage" with reference to the book, and the case of the 

woman Redgrove discusses in his previous letter who suffered suicidal depression, also in relation to the book; says 

that he still wants clearer connections with the "real"; looking forward to meeting them both in Falmouth in 

December.  This letter has no year on but is a reply to Redgrove's of 30/10/76.
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177 . 17 06/11/1976 Ken Smith
Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter in reply to Smith's previous one; they agree with almost everything he said about 'The Glass Cottage', 

and discusses the use of terminology, and Smith's use of the word "collage", saying that the book is about the 

Goddess-Murder in the same way that many books are about the Jesus-Murder, and making reference to their 

present correspondence in the TLS with Gay Clifford about her review of the 'The Glass Cottage' that said it was 

"anti-feminist" (see letters with Ref No 177 . 12 and 177 . 19); thinks that reality presses down on us, and one way 

to deal with it is through symbols, which he discusses in relation to the old and new brain; takes up Smith's example 

of love making and discusses raising consciousness, and the attempt to unify one's skin (which is, he says, why skin 

is in so many of his poems); discusses fantasies, and how one must grow through them into reality, using images of 

greater and greater reality; discusses terminological inexactitudes, making reference to Levi-Strauss' chapter ten in 

'Structural Anthropology' (called The Effectiveness of Symbols); discusses making love in reference to sex, poetry, 

and different experiences; looking forward to further discussion; mentions Briffault's 'The Mothers', Markale's 

'Women of the Celts', Patai's 'Hebrew Goddess' (Raphael Patai, Ktav, 1967), and Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber 

and Faber, 1948); sends Smith what we presume to be the Hudson Review Interview, and an article about 

menstruation prior to 'The Wise Wound', which is probably the one for Psychology Today, as well as 'The Terrors of 

Dr Treviles'.

177 . 18 02/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

R. J. C. 

Atkinson

Went out and bought 'The Silbury Treasure' (Michael Dames), of which he has to write 80 words for the ST's 

(Sunday Times) 'Critics', and wonders can he quote Redgrove as saying that it is "The best book about Ancient 

British landscape since 'The Prelude' "; discusses archaeology and how he went to the ruins at Chichen Itza, Uxmal 

and Palenque a few years previously, which changed his sense of history; did not see Penelope Shuttle's novel (not 

named but probably 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden') on the shelves of the Sunday Times office; wonders when 

the baby is due.  No year on this letter, but the reply is dated 1976.  The review actually appears in the TLS on 12th 

November 1976 entitled 'Mound of the Mother Goddess'.
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177 . 18 03/11/1976
R. J. C. 

Atkinson

Peter 

Redgrove

Encourages Atkinson to quote him on 'The Silbury Treasure' (see letter he is replying to); discusses images, and how 

the National Childbirth Trust recommends women find an image that will help them "dissociate" for the birth, and 

how Penelope Shuttle has a photograph of a clay image of the goddess Tlazolteotl; says the baby is due this coming 

weekend, which is the full moon; mentions how two young americans came to talk to him and is sending Atkinson 

the resulting conversation (probably referring to the Hudson Review article); refers to Shuttle's novel (probably 

'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden') and his own 'The God of Glass' which is due to be on Radio 3 on 12th December, 

but is being questioned by a BBC clergymen as to whether it is suitable to go out so near Xmas; mentions 'The Wise 

Wound'.

177 . 19 08/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Penny 

Hayman

Thanks him for his letter, which will appear in that weeks TLS, but hopes that the matter will rest there (see letter 

with Ref No 177 . 13 about the Gay Clifford review of  'The Glass Cottage'); his poem 'Heads and Tails' will also 

appear in that weeks issue.

177 . 19 11/11/1976
Ms 

Hayman

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks the TLS for agreeing to print their second letter with regards the review by Gay Clifford of 'The Glass 

Cottage', of which any reply will be dealt with privately; looking forward to seeing his poem 'Heads and Tails' in the 

same issue.

177 . 20

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jack

Discusses 'The Glass Cottage', which he greatly enjoyed and read as realism rather than as fantasy or 'romance', 

mentioning the poetry in it; tells of how he booked a passage from England to New York on an Italian liner between 

1927 and 1929, saying one of his table companions was the chief engineer/chief steward, who wore a blue uniform 

until they approached New York, when he changed into his tropicals; this leads into a recurring dream of Jack's, 

beginning a few days before the arrival of 'The Glass Cottage', where the chief steward comes to Jack's room in his 

tropicals, which have blood stains on them, to tell Jack that the lady in the next cabin has been murdered, which is 

where the dream ends.  Undated.

177 . 20

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jack 

Sweeney

Discusses 'The Glass Cottage', which he greatly enjoyed and read as realism rather than as fantasy or 'romance', 

mentioning the poetry in it; tells of how he booked a passage from England to New York on an Italian liner between 

1927 and 1929, saying one of his table companions was the chief engineer/chief steward, who wore a blue uniform 

until they approached New York, when he changed into his tropicals; this leads into a recurring dream of Jack's, 

beginning a few days before the arrival of 'The Glass Cottage', where the chief steward comes to Jack's room in his 

tropicals, which have blood stains on them, to tell Jack that the lady in the next cabin has been murdered, which is 

where the dream ends.  Undated.

Page 189 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

178 . 01 22/11/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Worsfield

Refers to expenses for the Stroud Festival; sending some brochures for the 1973 competition, and entry forms (see 

Ref 178).

178 . 02 02/08/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Jean 

Jeffrey
Cover note with the typescript for 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' (see Ref 178).

178 . 03 02/02/1973
Peter 

Redgrove
John Letter about having to miss the Tuesday evenings (probably the writing group) due to other commitments.

183 . 01 23/07/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Bailey

Letter discussing 'In The Country of the Skin' in relation to its presence in bookshops, covering representatives 

selling to bookshops; sales figures; general problems of selling books, especially poetry; the scarcity of bookshops in 

relation to the number of books; the offering of it to American publishers; he is passing the correspondence over to 

David O'Connor, mentioning the East Midlands tour.  Redgrove has written notes on this letter.

183 . 01 28/07/1973
Richard 

Bailey

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to Bailey's (dated 23/07/73); discusses the gap between his critical success and relaying this success 

to the public; the planned project of bringing his most famous, well-known and favourite poems together in one 

volume with a commissioned introduction from Marie Peel, mentioning the piece she wrote in Books and Bookmen 

(April and June 1973) about his poetry from 'The Collector' onwards; the cost of getting together a 'Selected Poems' 

which would be minimal due to the possibility of photographic reproduction; mentions he will be in London from 

4th-19th August if they could meet to discuss the proposals; refers to the Derbyshire tour with reference in David 

O'Connor, and to American publishers, mentioning Plath's 'The Bell Jar' in relation to his 'In The Country of the Skin'.

183 . 01 31/07/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Hopes to see Redgrove next week when he is in London; will speak to Richard Bailey about sales problems when he 

returns from Spain as well as the proposal of a Selected or Collected Redgrove volume; mentions that he has not 

come across Charles Williams' novels.  Notes written on the letter.

183 . 01 09/08/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Follow up letter to a meeting they had; discusses the idea of writing a pocket or portable book on Jung; refers to 

thoughts about writing a book on Menstrual Psychology; he is meeting with Marie Peel the following week to 

discuss the selection of poems for the 'Selected Poems 1954-74' (which of course became 'Sons of my Skin'); 

discusses the novel he has written with Penelope Shuttle, 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', in relation to publishing.

183 . 01 09/08/1973
Brian 

Southam

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the forthcoming meeting with Marie Peel in reference to 'Selected Poems 1954-74', mentioning the 

article she wrote in Books and Bookmen; discusses dropping the plans for publishing a private edition of 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles', and mentions 'In The Country of the Skin' and the idea of a Jung book which he discussed 

with Norman Franklin.
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183 . 01 10/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Sending him Meyer's synopsis of 'Letter Symbolism'.

183 . 01 10/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Discusses the suggestion of a 'Selected Poems' referring to the enthusiasm of Richard (Bailey) and Brian (Southam), 

and how they now need to see what Marie Peel will say; discusses the proposed size of it, not wanting to publish a 

'slim' volume; refers to the Williams book (not named) saying reading it has made him look forward to reading 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles' when it is ready.

183 . 01 13/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Southam
Looking forward to seeing 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and is intrigued by the suggestion of the Jung book.

183 . 01 14/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Will be interested to hear how Redgrove got on with Marie Peel; wants to think carefully about a Jung book before 

they go ahead, mentioning 'Psychological Reflections'; would be happy to send a contract for 'The Terrors of Dr 

Treviles'; does not think there is as yet enough money in writing for Redgrove to do this without the support of the 

Falmouth teaching job; asks for Redgrove's thoughts on the book on menstrual tensions.

183 . 01 21/08/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter discussing Redgrove's meeting with Marie Peel about the 'Selected Poems 1954-74', and how he would 

like to see the introduction and the selection before they went for printing; he and Shuttle are delighted that 

Franklin wants to publish 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and outlines the arrangements for the paying of fees and 

royalties; does not think he is suitable to edit a book on Jung's 'Selected Essays', making reference to James Hillman, 

but could still do a "poet's view" of Jung; goes into some depth in his discussion of a book on menstrual tensions, 

saying how there is little work on it already written, and outlining the differences between a scholarly book on it 

and a book written in a fairly popular manner, making reference to his background work in this field due to the 

analysis of dreams in relation to bad PMT and the creative development of young women art students; has been 

invited by William Arrowsmith to collaborate on a translation of a Greek play for the OUP New Greek Tragedy 

series; mentions 'War In Heaven' by Charles Williams (1930).

183 . 01 21/08/1973
Brian 

Southam

Peter 

Redgrove

Updates Southam on his meeting with Marie Peel regarding the 'Selected Poems 1954-74', the agreement they may 

make about 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', how the Jung book may not come off, the idea of a book on menstrual 

tension, and the collaboration with William Arrowsmith for a Greek play for the OUP.

183 . 02 29/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Sending him the agreement for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', which needs some points to be completed, and a usual 

author's questionnaire form.

183 . 02 09/09/1973
Brian 

Southam

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending him something (not named but possibly the radio play of 'In The Country of the Skin'); he and Penelope 

Shuttle have signed the contract for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and are looking forward to Southam's opinion of it; 

the agreed delivery date is 1st January 1974.
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183 . 02 09/09/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Have signed the contract for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', with a delivery date of 1st January 1974; sending Franklin a 

copy of the radio play of 'In The Country of the Skin', discussing it in terms of production and in relation to the novel 

of the same name; wants to include bits of this radio play in his new book of verse.

183 . 02 09/09/1973

Miss 

(Sally) 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to hers of 29/08/73; is sending back the contract for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; discusses the book in 

relation to delivery dates and not sending out a private edition.

183 . 03 22/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove
Marie Peel

Letter discussing the venture of a Peter Redgrove Selected Poems 1954-74 and the introduction she will be writing 

for it; she has written to Norman Franklin about how important she thinks such a collection would be; refers to her 

own writing, in particular the book of essays she is presently working on.

183 . 03 28/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Discusses the Selected Poems and giving Marie Peel copies of Redgrove's books to cut up in her selection of the 

poems; queries who Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd pay fees and royalties to; mentions Jung in relation to the book 

Redgrove was going to write (see letters with Ref No 183 . 01) mentioning Hillman; refers to a Menstrual Tension 

book, and to Peter Myer's proposal for the "Trashabet".

183 . 03 29/08/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the payment of fees and royalties with regards the Selected Poems; mentions the Jung book and the book 

on Menstrual Tension; he and Shuttle are looking forward to their agreement regarding 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 

which is now finished; hopes 'War In Heaven' (Charles Williams, 1930), which Redgrove sent to Franklin, has turned 

up; adds that he does not think he should be completely ruled out as far as writing an introduction for a book on 

Jungian essays is concerned.

183 . 04 12/09/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Southam

Thanks him for the radio script ('In The Country of the Skin') and glad that his next book ('The Terrors of Dr Treviles') 

is signed up and will be in their 1974 fiction event.

183 . 04 12/09/1973

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sally 

Spiller

Thanks them for signing the agreement for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; has passed the booklets they sent in to the 

publicity department.

183 . 04 14/09/1973
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Thanks her for the contracts for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; will be able to send in two copies of the book, and 

wonders if they should send one each to Norman Franklin and Brian Southam when the time comes.
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183 . 05 17/09/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Miss C. F. 

Hunt

Is writing on behalf of Peter Orr with regards the Sylvia Plath talk which he will be recording by Redgrove and 

Shuttle; suggests 14th October as a possible recording date; thanks him for the copy of his play (probably 'In The 

Country of the Skin') suggesting he write to Harley Usill of Argo Records about it.

183 . 06 18/09/1973

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sally 

Spiller

Will be happy with just one instead of two copies of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; thinks they should send a copy only 

to Norman Franklin, as he is house editor for this book (see letter dated 14/09/73, Ref No 183 . 04).

183 . 07 18/10/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Short letter referring to the Jung book of essays that they have been discussing, sending two copies of 'The Terrors 

of Dr Treviles', and the Selected Poems.

183 . 08 08/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Mentions Prospice in relation to Penelope Shuttle's 'Midwinter Manadals' being reviewed by him for Littack; also 

refers to Omphalos, Scots AC, and Nye (presumably Robert).  Postcard

183 . 09 12/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Has received the two copies of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and all is well with the agreement for the Selected 

Poems.

183 . 10 27/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Is flattered that Redgrove wants to dedicate 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' to him and would be delighted to accept.

183 . 10 01/12/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

This is a letter in three parts; the first part deals with 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and their dedicating it to Franklin, 

as well as a Guardian occasion, which he mentions in relation to the idea of the poem-novel, Robert Nye, and 

Norman Shrapnel; the second part is concerned with the typescript of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and correting any 

mistakes before they go to Colgate, as well as the suggestion that one of Redgrove's students do the jacket for the 

book.  Also mentions the idea of doing a paperback edition of 'In The Country of the Skin'; the third part of the 

letter deals with the work he is doing at present, discussing the Jung Selected Essay book, 'Work In Progress': 

Poems', and the radio script of 'In The Country of the Skin' which Marion Boyars wants to include in her Signature 

series of drama books, and which he discusses with reference to 'Three Pieces For Voices', which Alan Tarling did in 

a limited edition.

183 . 10 04/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Letter in reply to Redgrove's of 01/12/73, with same Ref No.; mentions 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', the Jung 

Selected Essays book, 'Work In Progress' and the radio script of 'In The Country of the Skin'.
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183 . 11 03/12/1973

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Marion 

Boyars

Refers to how a Guardian article that morning about Redgrove reminded her of a discussion they had about our 

relationship to the physical universe; discusses the Signature edition of 'In The Country of the Skin' radio play and 

'Three Pieces For Voices'; suggests to Penelope Shuttle that she think of writing a critical book on Hilda Doolittle.

183 . 11 05/12/1973
Marion 

Boyars

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the Signature book of the radio script of 'In The Country of the Skin' and 'Three Pieces For Voices', 

and mentioning also 'Mr Waterman', 'The Sermon', 'Dance The Putrefact', and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

183 . 12 The two 183 . 12 letters are photocopies of the two 183 . 11 letters.

183 . 13 05/12/1973
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove
Has asked Marion Boyars to ring Franklin regarding publishing 'In The Country of the Skin' in the Signature book.

183 . 14 10/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Are using George Braziller for the printing of 'In The Country of the Skin' and will use him for 'The Terrors of Dr 

Treviles', as well as all the press cuttings.

183 . 15 10/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Letter discussing 'In The Country of the Skin' and half-hour plays; is interested to know that Redgrove might like to 

write a play for television and would like to see a rough outline or treatment; congratulates him on winning the 

Guardian fiction prize (for 'In The Country of the Skin').  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters 

with reference numbers 65 . 06, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 15 16/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Letter discussing the idea of 'Miss Carstairs', which she would like to see developed for a half-hour slot.  See other 

letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 65 . 06, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 

25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 15 23/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Refers to his letter of 17th Jan. (same Ref No); the number of plays to be commissioned has been reduced; requests 

a firm and clear story line of 'Miss Carstairs'; is concerned with how the visual element of the story will progress, 

and this is what she wants to see evidence of.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with 

reference numbers 65 . 06, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).
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183 . 15 09/02/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the play he has been asked to complete by Thames Television (entitled at the moment 'Miss 

Carstairs' Lightning Steeds') which is based on an episode from 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', so he wants to know if it 

is okay to keep the original names in the play that appeared in the book; would like to send Franklin a copy of the 

Thames Television contract in connection with copyright matters; a painter at the art school (Falmouth) has done a 

painting about 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' after reading it, and Redgrove is going to send Franklin a copy of it, 

reduced, for a possible cover for the book, along with a couple of other examples; will drop Terence Lucas a line 

about the Thames Television work.

183 . 15 09/02/1974
Terence 

Lucas

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Nigel Williams and BBCTV, but we are not told in what context; outlines his plans for the play 'Miss 

Carstairs' Lightning Steeds' for Thames Television and, it being based on an episode from 'The Terrors of Dr 

Treviles', the opportunity for publicity for the latter.

183 . 15 11/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Letter discussing the play 'Miss Carstairs' Lightening Steeds' in relation to intrinsic relevance between the title and 

the material, and the framework provided by the repetition of the opening sequence in the closing sequence; 

makes reference to the burning kiosk and to Miss Carstairs going off into the clouds; he should be hearing from the 

contracts department soon.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 65 . 

06, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 15 13/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Delighted that Redgrove is doing a play based on 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; would like to see the contract, 

mentioning printing and book rights; thinks keeping the same names for the play is an excellent idea; is interested 

to see the photograph of the painting of Treviles for the cover.

183 . 15
Joan 

Rodker

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending her a simple story idea, 'Miss Carstairs' Lightning Steeds' (for a television play), referring to a passage from 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.  Sent on St Bride's Day (Candlemas) - Candlemas is 2nd February.  See other letters to 

and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 65 . 06, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 

183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 16 14/02/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending Franklin cover suggestions for the front of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', favouring the one painted by Ron 

Smith from the Falmouth Art School, and discussing its intricacies; refers also to the photographs taken of 

themselves, which the photographer prefers to send direct to Franklin.

183 . 17 15/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Thanks him for the illustrations for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; is showing them to their jacket designer and will 

discuss it with him.

183 . 18 05/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Refers to the ITV contract for the extract from 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' ('Miss Carstairs' Lightning Steeds') and 

how she will in time be trying to sell film rights, so would like some details; mentions how she tried for 'In The 

Country of the Skin' but people thought it not visual enough.
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183 . 19 05/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Letter mentioning a date for the publishing of Selected Poems, and the jacket for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

183 . 20 06/03/1974
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending her a xerox copy of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and a copy of the dramatization of an episode for that book 

which he did for Thames Television (it's name has now changed from 'Miss Carstairs' Lightning Steeds' to 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' - see 183) which he says is a deliberate expansion of the original Carstairs incident; 

is equally able to write an abridgement of the book for radio, as he did with 'In The Country of the Skin'.

183 . 21 06/03/1974
Mr (N. T.) 

Mustoe

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending back the signed draft contract for the play he is writing for Thames Television, based on an episode from 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' (the play is 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', though at this stage he classes it as 

"untitled"), with some queries regarding copyright and film rights (see 183 for copy of the contract).  See letter with 

same date and addressee, but with Ref No 183 . 22, as that letter is the draft for this one, with some slight changes 

having been made.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 . 15, 65 . 

06, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 21 13/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

N. T. 

Mustoe

Thanks him for the signed copy of the contract for the untitled 30 minute play, accepting his amendments and the 

fact that the play will be loosely based on an incident from the novel 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; is sending a 

counterpart document and making arrangements to send a cheque.

183 . 21 20/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Thanks him for the copy of 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' which she finds disappointing and inappropriate for 

television purposes, making reference to repetitive dialogue and lack of new dramatic incidents.  See other letters 

to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 . 15, 65 . 06, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 

27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 22 26/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

N. T. 

Mustoe

Sending a draft contract in respect of the Drama '30 Untitled Script (which was 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For 

Blooding').

183 . 22 04/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Sending Redgrove the ITV contract back for the incident from 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', which is 'Miss Carstairs 

Dressed For Blooding', making a couple of points about a reasonable period of time and film rights.

183 . 22 06/03/1974
Mr (N. T. ) 

Mustoe

Peter 

Redgrove

See letter with same date and addressee but with Ref No 183 . 21, as that letter is the same as this one but with 

some slight changes.

183 . 22 06/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Glad to hear the play ('Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding') is finished and is looking forward to reading it.  See 

other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 . 15, 183 . 21, 65 . 06, 183 . 23, 

183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).
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183 . 22 11/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Letter discussing a screenplay and a book, neither of which are named but we presume she is referring to 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

183 . 23 12/03/1974
Joan 

Rodker

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending her the play, 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', and looking forward to hearing her opinion; he will be in 

London on 1st April in connection with the National Film School and a film made by a former pupil of his called 

Dennis Lowe, referring to Lowe's earlier film 'Cathedral' (the film he will be going to assess will be 'Temptae'), so will 

be pleased to meet her on the 2nd or 3rd of April.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with 

reference numbers 183 . 15, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 65 . 06, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 24 25/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Are discussing the jacket of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and are not happy with the one by Ron Smith (see letter 

dated 14/02/74, Ref No 183 . 16) when it is reduced, so are trying to come up with something themselves.

183 . 25 26/03/1974
Joan 

Rodker

Peter 

Redgrove

Is sorry that she does not like 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' and would she confirm that she has rejected it 

so he can offer it elsewhere.  Certificate of posting attached to this letter dated 16/04/74, sent to what looks like 

Tara Prem.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 . 15, 183 . 21, 

183 . 22, 183 . 23, 65 . 06, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 26 28/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Mentions the Words broadsheet, and the poem (not named but "Glass" has been written onto the letter after 

typing); is returning the originals of the illustrations for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', saying page proofs are expected 

on 17th May, making reference to the National Graphical Association.

183 . 27 01/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Confirms that they are unable to accept the script 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' and are retaining one script 

and returning the other two.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 

. 15, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 65 . 06, 183 . 70, 183 . 71).

183 . 27 03/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

N. T. 

Mustoe

Confirms that they are rejecting the Drama '30 Untitled Script (which is 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'); all 

rights of the script shall remain with Redgrove.

183 . 28 04/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

R. C. 

Walford

Have been asked by the Library of Congress for a copy of the radio play 'In The Country of the Skin' for archival 

purposes, and would Redgrove be willing to give his consent.

183 . 28 23/04/1974
Mr (R. C.) 

Walford

Peter 

Redgrove

Will gladly give his own consent for a copy of the radio play 'In The Country of the Skin' to be given to the Library of 

Congress for archival purposes.
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183 . 29 17/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Letter mentioning the Northern Arts Fellowship, and then discussing prices of printing and selling; mentions that he 

has a job in the English Department of a secondary school near to his home; refers to Redgrove and Shuttle's 

'Calendar' poem and that he has a silk-screen poster to accompany it, a review in Stand of Redgrove's book (not 

named) and a review of his own (not named); refers to his next book, 'SNATH', hoping to do a critical book on The 

Group, and the fact that Redgrove and Shuttle are leaving to go to America; refers to Marie Peel doing Redgrove's 

Collected Poems, and adds that the original 'ITCOTS' ('In The Country of the Skin') novel is in demand now.

183 . 30 26/04/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ceri 

Williams
Sending them a copy of the jacket they have drafted for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' asking for their comments.

183 . 31 29/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Trilok 

Pujara

Page proofs for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' will now be available by 10th May, and they would like them to be 

returned by 24th May.

183 . 32 17/05/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Bailey

Have not yet received proofs of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', but it will be submitted to both the New Fiction Book 

Club and the Booker Prize.

183 . 33 20/05/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Letter discussing the Menstrual Tensions book, saying they could not provide a large enough advance to cover both 

Redgrove and Shuttle for doing research; suggests they approach a Trust of some sort to get a research grant; refers 

to a press-cutting Brian Southam has sent to Redgrove from The Listener.

183 . 34 26/05/1974
Mr (Trilok) 

Pujara

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Returning the corrected proofs of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' being very pleased with the way it has been produced 

and edited; mentions the dedication of the book to Norman Franklin, and the size of the title 'The Flight of White 

Shadows'.  This letter came with a list of signs used in correcting proofs, a cover note of the proofs for 'The Terrors 

of Dr Treviles', and a cover note for the original typescript folios of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

183 . 35 07/06/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the issue, which has risen again, of Calder and Boyars issuing an edition of the radio script of 'In 

The Country of the Skin' or something containing this script along with other dramatic works; is asking Franklin's 

advice with regards rights, which he would like Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd to keep; he and Shuttle both thought 

the proofs for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' looked very nice; sending Franklin a list of his dramatic works to date, 

along with a note of where they are printed.

183 . 36 12/06/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

William 

Smethurst

'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' is not suitable for Second City Firsts which is the only outlet they have for half-

hour plays; is looking for studio plays that have distinct regional settings, and wonders if Redgrove has any ideas 

along these lines.
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183 . 36 16/06/1974
William 

Smethurst

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', hoping Smethurst will keep it in mind for the future; he 

considers himself a regional writer, making reference to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and 'The Glass Cottage', and an 

idea he is having about why people choose Cornwall for their holidays, making reference to "magic" and "legend"; 

sends Smethurst a poem (not named) on the Trippers theme that appeared in 'The Nature of Cold Weather', which 

he says was even on television in Muses with Milligan.

183 . 37 27/06/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ceri 

Williams

Sending them a proof of the jacket for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', hoping they will like it and asking for their 

comments.

183 . 38 01/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas

Delighted he and Shuttle like the jacket for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; cannot give Nigel Williams a firm publication 

date, but can give him September as the publication month.

183 . 39 03/07/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ceri 

Williams

Glad that they like the jacket for 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; mentions that Terence (Lucas) is writing to Nigel 

Williams with the proof of the jacket.

183 . 40 03/07/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

BBCTV's Second House will almost certainly make a twenty minute film of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and he is 

asking Franklin about TV rights and whether Routledge are willing to waive rights for this kind of occasion; the rest 

of the letter is taken up with the disappointing sales figures for 'In The Country of the Skin', which should be much 

more than they are due to it winning the Guardian Fiction Prize and the repeat of the radio play; says that P. J. 

Kavanagh's opinion is that after winning such a prize, sales figures should rise by at least another thousand; 

wonders could there be some mistake in the number for sales he has been given, and speculates on other possible 

reasons, including the difficulty of selling hardback and a dislike of the book by the representatives selling it

183 . 40 04/07/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter following up the one written the day before (with the same Ref No); he has spoken to Martin Elliot who has 

explained the sales figures in connection with 'In The Country of the Skin', and Redgrove made a mistake in reading 

the account sheet for that book; this has given him hope for the sales figures of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.
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183 . 41 05/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Marion 

Boyars

Letter concerning the Signature volume that she is planning on doing of a dramatic adaptation of 'In The Country of 

the Skin' and 'Three Pieces for Voices'; she has received a list from Sally Spiller at Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd of 

all Redgrove's dramatic works and who has published what, but this was not what she had in mind; refers to an 

interview done by Redgrove and Shuttle (not named); does not mind doing the contract via Routledge, but wants 

the selection to be made by herself and Redgrove; mentions Redgrove and Shuttle's forthcoming trip to America.

183 . 41 09/07/1974
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending her a copy of a letter to Marion Boyars (dated 09/07/74, Ref No 183 . 41) with regards the Signatures 

Selection, thinking that he would also like to offer her 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'; refers to a note he has 

had from Marie Peel in connection with 'Sons of my Skin: Selected Poems 1954-74' with regards acknowledgment 

for her selection; wonders if 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' is filmable.

183 . 41 09/07/1974
Marion 

Boyars

Peter 

Redgrove

Would like to offer her 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' to go into a volume with the dramatic adaptation of 'In 

The Country of the Skin' and 'Three Pieces for Voices'; sends her a copy of 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' and 

hopes she agrees these three would make a good volume; has to do a recording for the Arts Council on one of their 

Argo services, and also be filmed by the BBC for their Second House programme, before they go to America.

183 . 42 11/07/1974 Marie Peel
Norman 

Franklin

Suggests a title for the Selected Poems to be 'Sons of my Skin: Redgrove's Selected Poems 1954-74.  Chosen and 

Introduced by Marie Peel'.

183 . 42 11/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Refers to the confusion of sales figures for 'In The Country of the Skin', and hopes that 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' 

will do much better; will waive their rights on the BBC doing a film version of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; mentions 

sales of 'In The Country of the Skin' for next year.

183 . 42 12/07/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the television film of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', sales figures for 'In The Country of the Skin', and the title 

he has chosen for the Selected Poems introduced by Marie Peel; 'The Glass Cottage' is in progress and he has just 

been commissioned by Radio 3 to do a play of it called 'The God of Glass'; he and Penelope Shuttle are in the 

process of writing another joint novel called 'The Mirror of the Giant'; comments on Mary Chadwick's 1935 

monograph on menstruation (the only publication we can find by Mary Chadwick on menstruation was first 

published in 1933, entitled 'Woman's Periodicity').

183 . 43 16/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Looking forward to seeing 'The Glass Cottage' and refers to a fourth novel on the way ('The Mirror of the Giant').

183 . 44 16/07/1974 Marie Peel
Norman 

Franklin

Thinks that Redgrove has become important enough to drop the first name (this is in connection with the title for 

the Selected Poems).
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183 . 45 19/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

J Ellis-

Jones
Thanks him for sending 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'.

183 . 46 29/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas

Refers to promoting a book (not named but could be referring to the filming of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' by the 

BBC's Second House programme); is still trying to get in touch with Nigel Williams.

183 . 47 02/08/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Norman 

Franklin
A note to wave them off to America, and is looking forward to publishing 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

183 . 48 04/09/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Terence 

Lucas
Outlines where the personal and publicity copies of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' have been sent; mentions Bill Webb.

183 . 49 11/04/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Sam 

Wanamak

er

Refers to Redgrove signing Special Edition copies of 'Poems For Shakespeare 3' and invites him to the reading of 

'Poems For Shakespeare 4'.

183 . 49 30/04/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Sam 

Wanamak

er

Will be directing a film based on the stories of Sinbad in the Arabian Nights and wonders is Redgrove interested in 

doing some dialogue and characterization revisions.

183 . 49 09/05/1975

Sam 

Wanamak

er

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the Sinbad II and Sinbad III scripts, and what a poet can bring to a film script; mentions Mr. Schneer and 

Ray Harryhausen; sending him a book by Redgrove and Shuttle (not named but probably 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles') 

which he calls a work of science fiction.  Two copies of this letter.

183 . 50 04/10/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Discussing the rights of the book Calder and Boyars want to do containing 'In The Country of the Skin', 'Three Pieces 

for Voices', and 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'; mentions Norman Franklin and the Poet and Printer Press.

183 . 50 10/10/1974
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter discussing the Signature book Calder and Boyars want to do, and both publication and performance rights.

183 . 51 30/10/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sally 

Spiller

Refers to the Menstrual Tension, Menstrual Vision agreement, and the Signature book with regards the Poet and 

Printer Press, performance rights, and Marion Boyars.
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183 . 52 01/11/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Philippa 

Brewster
Sending a rough draft of the cover for 'Sons of my Skin' for his approval; is also sending one to Marie Peel.

183 . 53 11/11/1974
Miss 

Menday

Peter 

Redgrove

Referring to the proofs of 'Sons of my Skin', asking that they rely on previously published Routledge versions of 

poems for text setting, and that they rely on Marie Peel for corrections to the introduction, though he would like to 

see a copy of it before the book goes to print.

183 . 54 10/11/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Lucien 

Stryk

Outlining a reading possibility at the University of Illinois, and sorry that the funds for reading at his own institution 

(not named) have been exhausted.

183 . 55 01/12/1974
Mr (Trilok) 

Pujara

Peter 

Redgrove

Six page letter outlining corrections to the proofs of 'Sons of my Skin' in case the package of proofs with corrections 

on it goes astray.

183 . 55 02/12/1974 Marie Peel
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing the proofs and corrections of 'Sons of my Skin', a copy of which he is sending to her, mentioning 

Mr Pujara's work; outlines his work at Colgate; has been writing a lot and has finished a novel and some poems (not 

named).

183 . 55 02/12/1974
Mr (Trilok) 

Pujara

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter discussing the correction to the proofs of 'Sons of my Skin'.

183 . 56 02/12/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Philippa 

Brewster

Referring to the corrections to the jacket copy of 'Sons of my Skin', making reference to 'The Hermaphrodite 

Album', and to Marie Peel.

183 . 57 11/12/1974
Peter 

Redgrove
Marie Peel

Two airmail pages discussing 'Sons of my Skin' in terms of royalties, proofs, and sales, making reference to WAG and 

to her own book 'Seeing to the Heart' (Chatto and Windus, 1972); discusses the introduction she wrote for 'Sons of 

my Skin', making reference to Black Teresa in 'In The Country of the Skin'; talks about what Redgrove said about 

America in his last letter in connection with his writing and teaching; discusses the Irish situation; refers to a poetry 

workshop she will be running the following term.  It is difficult to tell whether the letter is dated 2nd or 11th, as she 

uses two capital I's, but the postmark is for 12th December.

183 . 58 30/12/1974
Marion 

Boyars

Sally 

Spiller

Asking for the contract for the Signature anthology comprising of 'In The Country of the Skin', 'Three Pieces for 

Voices' and 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding'.

183 . 59 03/01/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas

Refers to the publication of 'Sons of my Skin' making reference to Norman Franklin and George MacBeth; refers to 

the BBC programme (of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles') and will make the same arrangements for complimentary 

copies of 'Sons of my Skin' (see letter dated 04/09/74, Ref No 183 . 48).

183 . 60 20/01/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Looking forward to publishing 'The Glass Cottage' but publishing schedule is booked up until March 1976; refers to 

how 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' is selling.
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183 . 60 30/01/1975
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Is pleased that Franklin wants to publish 'The Glass Cottage' and March 1976 will be fine; the payments no longer 

need to be divided on a joint contract, as he and Shuttle are now a legal partnership; will be using the advance for 

research into the menstrual book; refers to the publishing situation in America.

183 . 61 22/01/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Trilok 

Pujara
Sending proofs for the index of 'Sons of my Skin'.

183 . 61 28/01/1975
Trilok 

Pujara

Peter 

Redgrove

Spotted a few mistakes in the proofs of the index to 'Sons of my Skin' which he outlines, but asks that they rely on 

Marie Peel for the other corrections.

183 . 62 07/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas
Are holding up publication of 'Sons of my Skin' until Redgrove returns from Colgate; mentions George MacBeth.

183 . 63 05/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Letter regarding the Signature anthology of 'In The Country of the Skin', 'Three Pieces for Voices' and 'The Terrors of 

Dr Treviles' in connection with payments, mentioning Mr. Millner.

183 . 63 06/02/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sally 

Spiller

Sending the agreement for 'The Glass Cottage' referring to payment of the advance, and a publicity form, which she 

is also sending, that needs filling in.

183 . 63 18/02/1975
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter referring to the Calder and Boyars contract (for the Signature anthology), and to the contract and publicity 

form for 'The Glass Cottage'; they are returning early from America; they have agreed for the Hudson Review to 

print pre-publication extracts from 'The Glass Cottage', and have written to Norman Franklin about this.

183 . 64 13/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Trilok 

Pujara
Thanks him for his appreciation of Pujara's work on 'Sons of my Skin'.

183 . 65 19/08/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Thanks him for the 12 month subscription to The Hudson Review.

183 . 66 03/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove
John Rush Would love to hear from or meet Redgrove and Shuttle in London.

183 . 67 04/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove
John Rush Keep them in mind if Redgrove and Shuttle's present representation proves unsatisfactory.

183 . 68 23/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Caryl 

McAlonan

Sending proofs of 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' and 'In The Country of the Skin' to go into the Signature 

book, also mentioning 'Three Pieces for Voices'; has a designer working on the jacket for 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac 

Garden'.
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183 . 68 02/08/1976
Caryl 

McAlonan

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to the Signature anthology proofs, and to introductory information about the different plays, 

mentioning that 'In The Country of the Skin' had a repeat on radio and the novel of it won the Guardian Fiction 

Prize; would like complimentary copies of the Signature anthology and of Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac 

Garden'; asking advice on submitting a joint book of plays consisting of 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove', 'The 

Dauntless Girl', 'The God of Glass', 'The Holy Sinner', and 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows'.

183 . 68 01/09/1976
Caryl 

McAlonan

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending a draft blurb (for the Signature anthology) and some biographical material; makes mention of the joint 

book of plays, which they will send to Marion (Boyars).

183 . 69

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ceri 

Williams

Sending a proof for the blurb of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and Andrew Young will send them a rough of his drawing 

for the jacket before it is proofed.  Dated only by 2.5.

183 . 70
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Letter about the contracts (for 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding') and the deadline for the script.  Dated only by 

16th Feb.  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference numbers 183 . 15, 183 . 21, 183 

. 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 65 . 06, 183 . 71).

183 . 71
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Rodker

Asks for Redgrove to send a short synopsis of his play's basic story, and a quotable title (will be referring to 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding').  Undated  See other letters to and from Rodker (discussed in letters with reference 

numbers 183 . 15, 183 . 21, 183 . 22, 183 . 23, 183 . 25, 183 . 27, 183 . 70, 65 . 06).

183 . 72
Peter 

Redgrove

P. J. 

Kavanagh

Has just read 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' which he discusses with reference to 'In The Country of the Skin'; outlines 

plans for Redgrove and Shuttle's visit to him and Kate, making mention of a discussion he must go to of the three 

Cheltenham poets; refers to Colgate, saying Redgrove must do it.  Dated only by Nov 13., but we can presume this 

was before Redgrove and Shuttle went to America.

184 . 01 19/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter F. 

Mason

Pleased that Redgrove has accepted (to do the Arvon Anthology) and he is sending a bundle of poems to him; 

mentions the two Johns (one is probably Moat, and the other could be Fairfax or Lane); refers to Redgrove's new 

job.

184 . 01 22/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove
John Moat

Peter Mason asked him to send Redgrove any poems for the Arvon Anthology, and he has only found two so far 

(one is named as 'Ophelia' by a 13 year old girl).

184 . 01 19/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

George 

Tardios
Sending Redgrove the last of the poems for the Arvon Anthology.
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184 . 02 09/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Hans-

Peter M. 

Gerhardt

Thanks Redgrove for a letter he sent answering some queries on Faust, which he has forwarded to a Mr Theens, the 

President of the German Faust-Society; thanks Redgrove for a copy of a Mr Marshfield's letter to Redgrove that he 

has sent to Gerhardt; wonders if Redgrove would outline (Rudolph) Steiner's influence on his work with particular 

interest in 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit'; mentions Redgrove leaving to teach at Colgate.

184 . 03 05/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter F. 

Mason

With reference to the Arvon Anthology, the details Redgrove sent are fine and he is looking forward to the 

manuscript; offers extra names of colleges where students have come from and which are not in the brochures that 

he is sending to Redgrove.

184 . 04 04/05/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Piers 

Cutler

Cannot accept the invitation to visit the college (Falmouth Art School) the following Wednesday, but wonders could 

they arrange an interview time, and if Redgrove could, in the meantime, arrange to have some literature sent out 

with regards the college and available courses.

184 . 05 12/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Polly 

Biuen

After reading 'In The Country of the Skin', she is writing on behalf of a friend, Piers Cutler, hoping that Redgrove can 

help him to realise his potential as an artist; is sending some of Cutler's poems and is aware that Cutler's sister is 

assembling a folio of his paintings.

184 . 05
Peter 

Redgrove

Gay 

Hosking

Refers to Redgrove's reply to Mrs Biuen's letter (see other letter with Ref No 184 . 05 and also letter with Ref No 

184 . 04) and how he is willing to help her brother Piers Cutler; thinks it would be best if Redgrove wrote to Cutler 

himself to arrange a time for them to meet, and so sends Cutler's address.  Taking the dates of the other two letters 

referenced above, we presume this letter was written some time between 12/03/74 and 04/05/74.

184 . 06 27/05/1974
P. J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter in reply to Kavanagh's (Ref No 184 . 06); discusses in depth Kavanagh's book 'Edward Thomas in Heaven' 

which he has sent to Redgrove reflecting on each of the poems and making reference to Jung, Larkin, Lowell, 

Hughes, the Review, Ovid, Orpheus and Horace, some correspondence with a man about "vortex-visions" (could be 

referring to the "whirlpool" correspondence of 1971, Ref No 176 . 01), and a Taoist story about a master of water; 

moves on to discuss the Cheltenham Festival, recommending various names for the kind of things Kavanagh is 

looking for (i.e. Alchemy, Symbols, Myth, Magic), and strongly recommending that Kavanagh show two films by a 

Dennis Lowe of the National Film School, 'Temptae' and 'Cathedral'; asks Kavanagh to look out for his and Penelope 

Shuttle's letter in the Encounter this July about 'The Exorcist' (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973); thinks that a poetry 

competition would be a good idea, and suggests Kavanagh ask Peter Porter to chair a workshop on the winning 

entries.
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184 . 06
Peter 

Redgrove

P. J. 

Kavangah

He has been asked to run the Cheltenham Festival and after accepting is now wondering who to get; he wants to 

make up a programme about Alchemy, Symbols, Myth, Magic, and wonders if Redgrove, who will not be able to 

take part because he is going to America, can recommend anyone; mentions an explorer called Nicholas guffy.

184 . 07 18/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Hans-

Peter M. 

Gerhardt

With reference to his thesis, would like to know why Redgrove chose to write a poem on the Faust-theme as 

oppose to a novel or a play and did this create any disadvantages, for example not being able to use all the common 

motifs of the Faust-theme, and what is the advantage of a poem in this case; wonders could he have Redgrove's 

address in America.

184 . 07 26/07/1974

Hans-

Peter M. 

Gerhardt

Peter 

Redgrove

In answer to Gerhardt's letter (Ref 184 . 07), he sends his address for America, and discusses his reasons for writing 

a poem around the Faust-theme stating one of his influences as 'Jubilate Agno' by Christopher Smart; outlines the 

presence of Faust figures in his other works, mentioning 'In The Country of the Skin', the play of 'In The Country of 

the Skin', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and a radio play based on a novel in progress called 'The Glass God'; believes 

that a new Faust is one of the chief interpretive figures of our time, and refers to a poem he will transcribe on the 

back that he says was "among those that realised that there was a new arrival, long before I myself did consciously" 

(the poem is not named and is not on the back of this copy).

184 . 08 04/08/1974
Miss (Jill) 

Purce

Peter 

Redgrove

Offering appreciation for her book 'The Mystic Spiral' and for the whole series Art and Imagination of which she is 

general editor; refers to his own teaching at the Falmouth Art School; mentions BBCTV's 'Second House' programme 

on which one of his seminar's will be shown, referring to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and to two of the students, 

Tony Thatcher and Eileen Laansma; sends her a copy of 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' with commentary on the title 

poem.

184 . 09 13/08/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ted 

Hughes

Hopes they enjoy their time at Colgate; discusses some poems by Penelope Shuttle in Autumn Piano; refers to a 

piece by Redgrove in Stand; discusses being a farmer this particular year, mentioning a bull he has just bought.

184 . 10 29/08/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Redgrove

Received a letter inviting him to give a reading of his work to the Literary Society of Nottingham University, and 

believes it is not intended for him.  This letter has a reply on the back which is a copy of the reply that Redgrove's 

father, Gordon James Redgrove, sent to Mr Redgrove of Redditch (see Ref No 184 . 11, dated 07/09/74).
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184 . 10
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

Sent him the letter from Peter Redgrove the lawyer from Redditch and his own reply to it; has received a copy of 

the London Poetry Secretariat 'News' and the London Arts 'Newsletter' but does not suppose they want these 

forwarding; has also received a small royalty statement from Decca Records for The Poet Speaks, which he will send 

as soon as he hears from them.

184 . 11 07/09/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Gordon 

James 

Redgrove

He received the letter in question from Redgrove's publishers, and is dealing with all correspondence as Redgrove is 

in America; wonders if there may be a family relationship between them, and offers some family background.  See 

letters with Ref No 184 . 10.

184 . 12 09/09/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Lionel 

Miskin

Very amusing letter beginning and ending with mention of Colgate, but the majority is taken up recounting his 

holiday in Breton, referring to the things he drew and painted.

184 . 13 24/09/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Launchbur

y

Letter referring to some facts that Redgrove sent him about the monthly cycle and also some poems, discussing 

how the poems related to one another; would like to meet about the poems, but if this is not possible, would like to 

print them all (could be referring to 'On Losing One's Black Dog'); will be leaving Sheffield soon to take up a post at 

Plymouth Arts Centre.  There is a reply on the back of this from Gordon James Redgrove saying he will send the 

letter to Redgrove in America.

184 . 14 04/11/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Leo 

Heaton

Discusses their kitchen in the cottage, and a college paper article on Redgrove; refers to Paddy (probably Paddy 

Kitchen) in Redgrove's room at the Falmouth Art School; makes mention of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' ("Doctor T.") 

and a film that is almost ready to send to the Gulbenkian; he is trying to get a Christmas concert together; mentions 

the dreadful weather; makes passing reference to Geoff and Dave (no surnames are given).  The postmark on this 

letter is for 5th November, but she mentions that it is Bonfire Night the following day, therefore we can presume 

the letter was written on the 4th November.  See also 65 . 10 letters.

184 . 14 05/11/1974
Leo 

Heaton

Peter 

Redgrove

Rather than a reply to Heaton's letter, it looks like the letters may have crossed in the post, as Redgrove asks for 

news on the cottage with regards whether Geoff and Dave have started work on it, and discusses Heaton's film 

which it seems is either about, or includes, the poem 'Son of my Skin', discussing the waiving of performance rights; 

makes mention to the Gulbenkian grant and the weather.  See also 65 . 10 letters.

184 . 16 10/12/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

William 

Redgrove
Discusses plans for Christmas and his job in London.
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184 . 17
Peter 

Redgrove

Adèle 

Davide

After hearing him mention on BBC2's 'Second House' programme that there is now a magazine dealing with art 

therapy, would he send her its name and the name of the publisher; comments on the poem about his brother's 

death (could be 'Memorial' 1959), and also a poem in the current 'Matrix' called Welchece (probably referring to 'A 

Philosophy in Welshese').This letter is dated only by Wednesday, Dec. '74, but a note has been written on it by 

Gordon James Redgrove which is dated 04/01/7.

184 . 18 03/01/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Peter 

Porter
Distressing letter about the death of his wife.

184 . 19 05/01/1975
Peter 

Redgrove
Liz Holmes

Was interested to see his discussion on poetry and psychiatry in the recent 'Aquarius' programme; discusses his 

poem about the death of his brother (could be 'Memorial', 1959) in relation to a recent loss of hers, and sends him 

four poems that record in some way her feelings about this loss.  There is an acknowledgment on the back from 

Gordon James Redgrove, dated 14/01/75, saying that he is sure Redgrove will be interested in her comments on the 

Dr. Treviles programme.

184 . 20 17/01/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Allan 

Green

Discusses his course in Norwich (MA Creative Writing), mentioning Malcolm Bradbury, and the 19th Century 

Realism and post-modernist courses; says he misses Falmouth but is settling in here; wonders if there are any jobs 

for him in the States; hopes to see Redgrove soon.  See other letters by Allan Green, Ref No 238 . 29.  It may be 

possible that this one was written before the three with that Ref No, as here he mentions going to Falmouth in the 

Summer and wonders when Redgrove gets back (presumably from Colgate) whereas in the others, he says he is 

sorry that things did not work out in America.

184 . 21 12/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Adèle 

Davide

Mentions that she is a friend of Stella and Gerhard Adler; refers to the death of John Layard; can only find a 

magazine called 'Art Psychotherapy' in the library which she thinks may be the one he refers to in an earlier letter to 

her; says she lived in Cornwall a few years earlier and taught drawing and composition at Plymouth College of Art; 

gives him the name of a poet friend of hers in Buffalo in case he goes there; just had her first poem published (not 

named); mentions Jung's 'Psychology and Alchemy'.

184 . 22 12/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove
Jed Rasula

Discussing Redgrove going to do a reading with reference to the Indianapolis to Bloomington journey; refers to the 

Hudson Review interview, saying it will be published with some editing (will be referring to Vol XXVIII, No 3, Autumn 

75, interview by Rasula and Erwin).

Page 208 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

184 . 23 19/03/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Pease

Heard from Ted Hughes that they were back in England and is wondering if Redgrove wants to take the Arvon 

course with Alexis Lykiard from 28 April to 3 May, and if he and Penelope Shuttle would like to do the course from 

15-20 September; it will take place at Hughes' house, Lumb Bank.

184 . 24 21/03/1975
Ted 

Hughes

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Colgate and his experience over there; would like to judge the Arvon poetry competition but has to think 

of income, as his resignation from Colgate has left them with no income until September when he goes back to 

Falmouth Art College; mentions returning on the QE2 and writing a poetry-novel ('The Glass Cottage'), a new radio 

play, and the adaptation of 'The Holy Sinner'; discusses the poems Hughes sent, in relation to Egyptian myth and the 

figure of the hawk; mentions 'Crowley and the Hidden God' and 'The Natural Genesis'.

184 . 24

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ted 

Hughes

Discusses the new Arvon centre, which is Lumb Bank, and a writing competition they will be holding to seek out 

talented children; wonders if Redgrove and Shuttle would join the team of judges, comprising so far of Alan Sillitoe, 

Michael Baldwin, Alan Brownjohn, and himself; sends them some poems from a series of thirty ('The Gatekeeper', 

'The Culprit', and 'The Guide' - see Ref 184).  The poems were part of 'Cave Birds', 1978, though 'The Culprit' was 

slightly changed and became 'The Scapegoat'.

184 . 25 06/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Pease

Delighted that Redgrove and Shuttle are able to take the course at Lumb Bank from 26th to 31st August; William 

Lloyd, the Course Manager, will make all the necessary arrangements.

184 . 25 05/09/1975
David 

Pease

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Writing with regards the recent Totleigh Barton course they did (Arvon Foundation) thinking there was something 

wrong; discusses the idea of writing apprentices; thinks he can see ways of sending more people from Falmouth Art 

School to Arvon because of the creative writing degree; refers to 'Lamb and Thundercloud' (Arvon anthology edited 

by Redgrove, Arvon Press, 1975) wondering if Pease can spare some more copies.

184 . 26 21/05/1974
Peter 

Redgrove
John Moat

Received the Arvon anthology which he discusses with enthusiasm, noting only a couple of minor changes that are 

needed; discusses Falmouth, Redgrove's forthcoming trip to America, various schemes for writers in Scotland, and 

the SWAA, mentioning that he has a cottage in Sheepwash that he would like a writer to use with some links to 

Arvon, if a suitable grant could be found; he and his family are hoping to do a six month tour through Autumn and 

Winter to the States and Mexico.

184 . 26 30/05/1975 Tony Ward
Peter 

Redgrove

A short letter outlining some changes to the introduction for the Arvon anthology, 'Lamb and Thundercloud' (edited 

by Redgrove, Arvon Press, 1975); mentions John Moat.  Not Sent

184 . 26 31/05/1975 Tony Ward
Peter 

Redgrove
Enclosing his revised introduction to the Arvon anthology (see Ref 184); refers to Arvon doing its own printing.
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184 . 26 31/05/1975 John Moat
Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the changes he has made to the introduction for the Arvon anthology; discusses SWA and the problems 

with administrators and artists; thinks that Roger (Stennett) is perfect in the job because of various factors; makes 

reference to the choosing of a chairman once Eric (probably Walter-White) has retired.

184 . 27 14/07/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

P. J. 

Kavanagh

Sending Redgrove a book (not named but could be referring to 'Edward Thomas In Heaven') which he asks for 

comments on, saying he is puzzled by its reception so far.

184 . 28 22/07/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Paddy 

Kitchen 

and Dulan 

Barber

Letter discussing the Falmouth Art School post she is taking over whilst Redgrove and Shuttle are in America; 

discusses Geddes, and mentions Bunty Wilson and Derek (no surname is given); refers to Barber's first and second 

thrillers (not named) being bought by America and his interviewing Richard Adams ('Watership Down' and 

'Shardik'); wishes them an invigorating time in America.  This letter is dated 1975 but as she discusses teaching in 

Redgrove's place at the art school, we presume it was actually written in 1974.

184 . 29 18/09/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

David 

Pease

Refers to the last course Redgrove and Shuttle did at Totleigh Barton and their unhappiness with it (see letter dated 

05/09/75, Ref No 184. 25) and discusses this in relation to the changes that have been made; glad they would like 

to keep their ties with Arvon with regards the writer's apprentice scheme and for seeing ways to send more people 

from the Falmouth School of Art to Arvon; outlines the forthcoming programme of the writing competition courses 

and wonders if they are free any time in the future to come to Lumb Bank; sending them some brochures and some 

more copies of the Arvon anthology 'Lamb and Thundercloud' (edited by Redgrove, 1975) mentioning that Ted 

Hughes will be editing the next anthology; spoke with the deputy education officer of Cornwall County Council the 

previous week regarding sponsorship of students.

184 . 29 26/09/1975
Roger 

Stennett

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Ronnie Harwood's handling of the Cheltenham Festival, and the Festival in general, referring to 

Yevtushenko, the performance of 'I Is Another', and the reading from Jane Austen; the remainder of the letter is 

taken up with Redgrove and Shuttle's dissatisfaction during their recent course at Totleigh Barton.  The letter is two 

pages, and written on the first page is "Second page not sent", which goes into detail about what they actually 

thought was wrong, whereas in other letters dealing with this, they have not outlined the specific problems.

184 . 29 26/09/1975
David 

Pease

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to Pease's of 18/09/75 (Ref No 184 . 29) discussing the Falmouth Art School's involvement with 

Arvon, and the fact that he has had to report to the SWAA panel and to Pease about the course, and is now being 

asked to give a report to the secretary at Totleigh; briefly outlines what he and Shuttle see as the problem with the 

course set-up; discusses the writer's apprentice system in relation to the courses at Arvon.  This letter has "Not 

sent" written on it.
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184 . 29 26/09/1975 John Moat
Peter 

Redgrove

Has written to David Pease twice and to Roger Stennett about the course at Totleigh Barton and here outlines his 

opinion of what is wrong in relation to the students courses; mentions the party after Parson Hawker.  This letter 

has "Not sent" written on it.

184 . 30 24/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

George 

Tardios

They have not yet received a course report in connection with the Hampshire LEA course (Totleigh Barton) and 

wondered if they were to use the letter Redgrove sent to David (Pease) at Lumb Bank as a report (he will be 

referring to letter dated 05/09/75, Ref No 184 . 25); sends Redgrove some Totleigh Barton brochures.

184 . 31 26/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Marie A. 

Sharp
Letter discussing travel arrangements between Cambridge and Falmouth.

184 . 31 01/02/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Marie A. 

Sharp
Follow up of letter dated 26/01/77 (same Ref No).

184 . 32 03/02/1977

Charles 

(possibly 

Charles 

Osborne 

of the Arts 

Council 

Literature 

Panel).

Peter 

Redgrove

Discussing Redgrove's plans to travel to Egypt to gather material for a novel; wonders should he apply for a small 

grant; says that he could obtain some recommendations to enable him to fully utilize his time there.

184 . 33 25/02/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Marie A. 

Sharp
Outlining details with  W. F. & R. K. Swan regarding Egypt Air Nile Cruises.

184 . 34 31/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Theresa 

Grimshaw
Letter regarding the issuing of a rail ticket and invoice.

184 . 35
Peter 

Redgrove
John Moat

Letter with regards the anthology (Arvon) which he has not yet received, the new Arvon National Director (David 

Pease), the opening of Lumb Bank this coming September, and Redgrove's forthcoming trip to the States.  Although 

this letter is only dated by 15th May, we can presume it was written some time before Redgrove left for Colgate in 

1974.

184 . 36
Peter 

Redgrove

Dennis 

Lowe

Discusses his film Temptae, making reference to another student's film he has been working on called 'In The Penal 

Colony'; refers to Grenoble and the Cheltenham Festival; outlines the idea for another film (not named).
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184 . 37

Peter 

Redgrove 

(presumab

ly)

P. J. 

Kavanagh

Looks like this is the continuation of a letter, and is a reply to one Redgrove sent to him (probably the one dated 

27/05/74, Ref No 184 . 06); thanks Redgrove for the comments on his poems; discusses the Festival and how he has 

organised it, mentioning Dr. Johnson, G. K. Chesterton, Pearce, Seamus Heaney, D. Mahon, and J. Montague.

184 . 38
Peter 

Redgrove

Dennis 

Lowe

Discusses the film (possibly 'Temptae') being passed for showing at the Triest Festival in Italy, and the Grenoble 

festival; discusses 'Hero With A Thousand Faces' (Joseph Campbell, Bollingen series, no. 17, Allen & Unwin, 1949); 

mentions that he will be visiting Falmouth soon.

184 . 39
Peter 

Redgrove

William 

Redgrove
Personal letter discussing a recent exam and an A.T.C. exercise.

184 . 40
Peter 

Redgrove

P. J. 

Kavanagh

Thanks Redgrove for writing so quickly and encouragingly about 'P&W'. (possibly referring to 'People and Weather', 

1978) discussing why he wrote the book.  Dated only by July 23.

184 . 41
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Bell

Letter outlining Bell's plans to go to America, which he has considered before, when he was Gregory Fellow, and is 

now thinking of it again; discusses the translations he is working on which are a miscellaneous collection of 

surrealist verse, Robert Desnos, Reverdy, half of 'Les Champs Magnetiques' (by Andre Breton and Philippe Soupault, 

Gallimard, 1967); , and a book by Max Jacob's 'Le Cornet a Des'; has references from Anthony Burgess, Howard 

Newby, Philip Larkin, and Sir John Betjeman, and wonders if Redgrove has any practical advice; mentions that he 

has managed to write enough for another volume of poetry, but he is not very happy with it.  Dated only by 

Thursday.   See 101 . 01 letter which may be the reply to this.

184 . 43

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ted 

Hughes

Thanks them for "the little book of mysteries" (possibly referring to 'The Hermaphrodite Album') and refers to them 

going to America; discusses Lumb Bank having some difficulties with its shell; discusses the new director of 

Northcott (theatre) in Exeter, Geoffrey Reeves; has spent six weeks searching England for swords with his brother, 

and discusses the history of swords with reference to the Japanese.

185 . 01 29/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Evelyn 

Gibbs

Letter trying to arrange a time for a discussion with Redgrove and Paul Bailey regarding 'Jobs For Writers', which will 

be on the Further Education radio programme, of which Gibbs is the producer.  The typed page entitled 'Working 

with Words' was attached to this letter (see Ref 185).

185 . 02 30/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Christophe

r Holme
Would be very interested to see Redgrove's new novel (presumably 'In The Country of the Skin').

185 . 03 06/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Imison

Apologises for keeping the script of 'Dance The Putrefact' for so long; they like it very much and would like to do it 

as a dramatic monologue; however, some of the words may have to be changed before recording, so he is asking 

for Redgrove's suggestions.

Page 212 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

185 . 04 29/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Imison
Brief note referring to one of the changed words in 'Dance The Putrefact' (see Ref No 185 . 03).

185 . 05 08/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Hedgecock
Offer of a commission for the play 'The God of Glass'.

185 . 05 13/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Has received the script of 'The God of Glass' from John Scotney of the BBC radio department in London, and he is 

greatly looking forward to producing it; offers some initial reactions and ideas, and would like to produce the play 

when Redgrove is back in the country (the letter is sent to Colgate) as he believes in working in collaboration.

185 . 05 27/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Has had an idea for dramatising Thomas Mann's 'The Holy Sinner' for radio accepted, as this year mark's the 

centenary of the birth of Mann; outlines the plot of the novel in case Redgrove is not familiar with it; says he sees 

its possibilities in radio in the tradition of Louis MacNiece's 'The Dark Tower' and D. G. Bridson's epic of 'Gilgamesh', 

but the dramatization would be a total recreation rather than a mere adaptation; would like to know if Redgrove is 

interested, or if it clashes with any of his present commitments.

185 . 05 11/03/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Delighted that Redgrove would like to adapt Thomas Mann's 'The Holy Sinner' for Radio 3, discussing the adaptation 

in terms of narrative and the novel's essence and theme; wonders is it possible for Redgrove to meet him in Bristol 

on April 9th; the production of 'The God of Glass' will take place from 7th to 11th July; says there is no specific time 

laid down for the duration of 'The Holy Sinner' as it is a Radio 3 project, but he thinks 90 minutes will be long 

enough, so he is commissioning Redgrove for 75 minutes and they can make the difference up later.

185 . 05 19/03/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

He cannot meet Miller on 9th April as he will be in London, but can return via Bristol to meet him on 14th or 15th 

April if that is convenient; says that 'The Holy Sinner' is one of his favourite books, referring to the bells at the 

beginning and the scenes on the desert island with reference to radio; glad Miller likes 'The God of Glass' so much.

185 . 05 26/03/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Alannah 

Hensler
Offer of a commission for 'The Holy Sinner'.

185 . 05 29/03/1975

Ms 

(Alannah) 

Hensler

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the commission fee for 'The Holy Sinner' thinking it is too low, and would like her to take into account 

that he has been contributing to the BBC since the 1950's, the commission fee for 'The God of Glass' was more than 

is being offered for 'The Holy Sinner', 'In The Country of the Skin' won the Guardian Fiction Prize, and the project of 

'The Holy Sinner' will involve a lot of original work; he also mentions that he has yet to receive the other half of his 

fee for 'The God of Glass'; sends Hensler some account of his above-mentioned experience for the files.
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185 . 05 03/04/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Alannah 

Hensler

Have reconsidered his fee for 'The Holy Sinner' and in light of the amount of work and the difficulty involved in 

dramatising it for the radio, the fee offer has been increased; with regards the second half of the fee for 'The God of 

Glass', it has been authorised and she believes the cheque has probably been delayed due to the Easter holiday.

185 . 05 24/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Alannah 

Hensler

Has just heard from Brian Miller that 'The Holy Sinner' will be 85 minutes long, and not 75 as was first 

commissioned, so they will increase the fee by a set amount; if he accepts this, could he change his copy of form B. 

I. (C) and she will do the same with her copy, and then arrange the extra payment as soon as possible.

185 . 05 26/09/1975

Ms 

(Alannah) 

Hensler

Peter 

Redgrove

In reply to her letter of 24/09/75 regarding an extra payment for the further 10 minutes of his dramatization of 'The 

Holy Sinner', the fee for experienced writers is more than is being offered, and as he is a member of both the 

Radiowriters' Association and the Writers' Guild, he is bound to ask for it; he is sending an up-to-date set of papers 

about his activities and publications for her information.

185 . 06 11/07/1974
John 

Scotney

Peter 

Redgrove

Had the contract for 'The God of Glass' that morning, and as he and Penelope Shuttle are off to the States for a few 

months, he would like a leisurely delivery date if possible; says that Penelope Shuttle will also be writing to Scotney 

with regards her similar situation (in connection with 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove'); when in America he will be 

working with William Arrowsmith on a translation of Euripides' ION for the OUP new Greek Tragedy series.

185 . 06 23/07/1974

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

John 

Scotney

Not sure when Penelope Shuttle's 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove' will be placed; have recently done ION but would 

certainly like to see a copy of Redgrove's translation.

185 . 06 13/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Spenser

They will be recording the music to 'Dance The Putrefact' on 4th March and the words on 13th March; the 

composer will be Anthony Smith-Masters but they are not yet sure who will be the reader; mentions John Scotney.

185 . 06 21/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Scotney
He likes 'The God of Glass' very much and has passed it to Brian Miller, who is extremely enthusiastic about it.

185 . 06 19/03/1975
John 

Scotney

Peter 

Redgrove

Hopes that Scotney got Redgrove's letters about 'The God of Glass'; he has returned from the States and has been 

in touch with Brian Miller with regards 'The God of Glass'; wonders could they meet on 9th April, when Redgrove 

will be in London and is hoping to meet David Spenser; wonders could Scotney chase up the second half of 

Redgrove's fee for 'The God of Glass'.
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185 . 06 19/03/1975
David 

Spenser

Peter 

Redgrove

Hopes the recording (of 'Dance The Putrefact') went well, and wonders would Spenser like to meet on 9th April 

when Redgrove will be in London; sends Spenser a script which he would like to adapt for radio (not named) saying 

it was originally written for the television, and also mentions what he calls "a funeral slowly winding into (his) mind" 

where there is a panegyrist and an insulter for the dead, thoughts which are the result of the recent death of a 

friend (not named).

185 . 07 01/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Richard 

Imison

To let Redgrove know the script of 'The Glass Cottage' has arrived safely, and to warn that there may be a delay due 

to the amount of submissions they receive.

185 . 08 05/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Is sorry that Redgrove cannot make the planned dates for the recording of 'The God of Glass', but hopes he will be 

able to make the proposed dates in August for the editing and dubbing stage; wonders could Redgrove recommend 

some titles for Miller to read about witchcraft, the spirit-world and demonology; thinks the project is very exciting 

and the script one of the most challenging they have ever had.

185 . 08 10/05/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Miller's letter of 5th May; recommends some books, reminding Miller that there are not many of them due 

to the fact that we are living in a nominally Christian and Aristotelean society; mentions the book of 'The Exorcist' 

by Peter Blatty (William Peter Blatty), and encloses two letters, one to the Encounter and one to a reviewer of one 

of his books, which outline Redgrove's interpretation of the book; discusses how the devils of one religion are the 

gods (goddesses) of the previous one, relating it to the psychology of Jung; refers Miller to Briffault's 'The Mothers', 

Patal's 'The Hebrew Goddess', Davis' 'The First Sex', Eliade's 'Shamanism', Campbell's 'Masks of God', Huxley's 'The 

Way of the Sacred', R. D. Laing's method of curing schizophrenics, the book 'Hallucinogens and Shamanism' edited 

by Harner, and Lewis' 'Ecstatic Religion'; mentions also John Whiting's play 'The Devils' and another book by Francis 

Huxley called 'The Invisibles', referring to the programme he is hoping to work on with Huxley, Penelope Shuttle and 

Frances Horovitz at the Cheltenham Festival this September; also refers Miller to Redgrove and Shuttle's 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles'; mentions a reading tour he is doing of the West Country, beginning on 1st June, saying he 

will be in Bristol on 4th June; offers his assistance for 'The God of Glass'.

185 . 09 13/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Thanks them for the copy of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and Redgrove for the copy of 'In The Country of the Skin', as 

well as the long letter (see letter dated 10/05/75, Ref No 185 . 08) with all its recommendations; has a composer to 

work on 'The God of Glass' called Sidney Sager and Miller would like to arrange a meeting between the three of 

them for either the day before or the day of Redgrove's poetry reading in Bristol (which is June 4th); would also like 

to arrange a meeting with the chief Studio Manager.
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185 . 10 20/08/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Lesley 

Broome
Acknowledging receipt of 'The Holy Sinner' script, which will be passed on to Brian (Miller).

185 . 10 03/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Has discussed Redgrove's script (not named but presumably talking about 'The Holy Sinner') with John Scotney who 

likes it; mentions Scotney arguing against some points Hallam (Tennyson) made, referring to the Donne and the 

'Romeo and Juliet' passage, thinking there is a danger with the latter that the audience may drift into Shakespeare; 

he thinks the script is brilliant.

185 . 10 06/09/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Will gladly re-write the 'Romeo and Juliet' passage (of 'The Holy Sinner') if London requires it, though he still thinks 

it works as an ironical transport, referring to Marowitz's Hamlet ('The Marowitz Hamlet; a collage version of 

Shakespeare's play') and the Beatles in 'Help', with its moments of Beethoven's 9th Symphony; encloses a cassette 

of Alan Badel and Claire Bloom at the Old Vic about 20 years previously to illustrate his point; wonders if Alan Badel 

would be right for Gregory.

185 . 10 26/09/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Sends Miller a cutting of something; discusses the Radio Times entry for 'The Holy Sinner', wondering could they 

maybe use "interpretation" rather than "imitation", which it is not.

185 . 11 26/09/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses his split commitments to the art school and to writing, and wonders if the BBC offer any system of 

retainers; discusses how he and Penelope Shuttle always work as a team, though they can be considered either as a 

team or as singletons; sends Miller up to date papers on both him and Shuttle; adds that Thames television hated 

'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', but that it is free to be used by anybody else.

185 . 12 01/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Long letter discussing the billing of 'The Holy Sinner' in the Radio Times and discussing in some depth the idea of 

Redgrove writing full time for radio; discussion covers the lack of funds for retainers, and outlines budgets, the 

differences with radio 3 and 4 and the possibilities of breaking into the radio 4 market; offers ideas on different 

things Redgrove could write, examples being feature-writing and abridged books; mentions that the only thing he 

himself is in a position to offer is script-reading and reports and the prospect of more work if Redgrove can come up 

with it; assures Redgrove of his support and offers assistance in the way of advice on contacts for both Redgrove 

and Penelope Shuttle.

185 . 12 02/10/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Miller for his letter of the previous day (Ref No 185 . 12) and outlines what he has been doing, mentioning 

that he is changing his approach to publishers and that he and Shuttle are writing a non-fiction book ('The Wise 

Wound'), and also that he has written to a friend at the Aldwych; mentions the art school, and his gratefulness for 

Miller's support; thinks the billing for 'The Holy Sinner' which he saw in the Listener was just right.
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185 . 13 07/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Has just that minute finished editing 'The Holy Sinner' and will read 'I Is Another' as soon as he gets the chance; 

praises 'The Holy Sinner' for its drawing together of clusters of thoughts and impressions, saying that working on 

both 'The God of Glass' and 'The Holy Sinner' has taught him a lot about how what does not seem to be on the page 

is in fact crowding through; sends Redgrove a piece he wrote for Playbill which is a weekly sampling of the following 

week's drama (see Ref 185 for copy of this); will continue editing 'The God of Glass' next week and will probably be 

doing some more work at the Radiophonic Workshop in London; looking forward to hearing 'Dance The Putrefact'.

185 . 14 12/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Refers to Redgrove's promotion at the art school; is having a meeting with the Radio 3 Controller that afternoon 

regarding obtaining some funds for a pilot project of a Grimm Fairy Tales series, and will also bring it up at the next 

London Drama Department meeting on 4th December; another idea he asks Redgrove to consider for possible 

future use is a 'Life of Apollion', which he got from reading Philostratus's 'Life of Apollonius', which he then outlines, 

mentioning that Apollonuis was attacked by Augustine, and became identified within Christianity as an obvious rival 

messiah to the "True one" and so must have come from the Other Side.

185 . 15 21/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Discusses the broadcast of 'The Holy Sinner' praising Redgrove's script and talking about audience reaction and 

criticism, and how much one puts of oneself into various projects; sends Redgrove the Philostratus (see letter with 

Ref No 185 . 14); refers to Grimm and Glass (again see letter with Ref No 185 . 14); adds that he listened to 'Dance 

The Putrefact' (broadcast date was 20/11/75 on Radio 3) thinking it was an extraordinarily sustained work; refers to 

an outraged letter he has received from a listener complaining about the first episode of 'Pride and Prejudice' that 

he did.

185 . 15 21/11/1975
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the range of positive reactions he has had from art students concerning the production of 'The Holy 

Sinner', and discussing critics and feedback in general when it comes to his work; says that Miller gives him excellent 

feedback, and thinks that it was a marvellous production; outlines his proposal for the Grimm pilot project, saying 

he will draft it during the Xmas holidays and deliver it by the end of January, as he has two book proofs to correct 

aswell; thinks the Philostratus is fascinating, and wonders is there any news about 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For 

Blooding'; mentions that 'Dance The Putrefact' was ready 18 months ago, but has been waiting to be placed on a 

day that did not have a liturgical feast.

Page 217 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

185 . 16 19/01/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Scotney

Thinks that in view of the critical success of 'The Holy Sinner' and 'Dance The Putrefact', they should re-open 'The 

Glass Cottage' idea, but maybe wait to see the reaction to 'The God of Glass' which will be going out shortly; 

assumes Redgrove is happy in his relationship with Brian (Miller), so it would be best if the proposal came from 

Miller, and Scotney would support him; has not forgotten about Penelope Shuttle's story (not named) but is still 

waiting to see how the first few stories are received, mentioning that Hallam (Tennyson) is happy with Shuttle's 

latest piece.

185 . 16
John 

Scotney

Peter 

Redgrove

Redgrove is answering Scotney's letter (Ref No 185 . 16) before going off to Lincolnshire to do an Arts Council tour; 

has not opened the idea of 'The Glass Cottage' with Brian Miller, with whom he is very happy indeed regarding their 

working relationship, as he sent it to Scotney long before he and Miller met, but will approach the idea with Miller if 

Scotney thinks it a possible idea; mentions that it is due to be published as a book this Spring; wonders if Scotney is 

referring to Penelope Shuttle's 'The Dauntless Girl' in his previous letter, saying she is yet to hear from Hallam 

(Tennyson) about it; Redgrove enjoys writing for radio, was very impressed by David Spenser's treatment of 'Dance 

The Putrefact', and has sent Spenser a follow-up piece (not named) arising out of what 'Dance The Putrefact' 

showed about the possibilities of presenting poetry.

185 . 17 10/03/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Fairly long letter taking different works that Redgrove and Shuttle have sent to the BBC and outlining progress on 

them; discusses 'The God of Glass' - Sidney Sager is composing a score of song-settings, and they have ideas for the 

sounds, including using strings; 'Grimm's Fairy Tales' - sent 'Three Feathers' to London and Hallam (Tennyson) is 

about to read it, and Scotney likes the script; 'I Is Another' - sent direct to the Controller of Radio 3; 'The Dauntless 

Girl' - Miller likes this script a lot, but will have to evaluate Tennyson's stated views on it, read what Penelope 

Shuttle says about these views, and read the script again himself; 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' - wonders 

has Redgrove heard from BBC Birmingham television about this; 'Westward Look' - has spoken to Penelope Shuttle 

on the phone about this and outlines the format the programme will take, seeing it as an outlet for poets and 

poetry to get broadcast on the radio; sends Redgrove some of his own verse (see Ref 185, poems entitled 'Gently 

on Gestures' and 'Resolution Strikes Again'); talks about an idea of his for an occasional fortnightly 20-minute series 

on aspects of literature.
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185 . 17 11/03/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on the poems Miller sent (Ref 185); discusses Hallam (Tennyson) and his correspondence with Penelope 

Shuttle (regarding 'The Dauntless Girl'); has not heard from Birmingham about 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 

and sends Miller some horror stories by him and Shuttle as an alternative(s) to 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For 

Blooding'; refers to the Grimm project and to 'I Is Another'; thinks that 'Westward Look' is a fine idea, which they 

would love to contribute to, as indeed they would to the 'Aspect of Literature' program idea of Miller's, saying they 

have some ideas for this latter one, mentioning Melville, Hart Crane, and Sylvia Plath, the latter in terms of her 

cycle, the details of which they have sent to London and have also written a chapter on for 'The Wise Wound'.

185 . 18 26/04/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Sends Miller the synopsis of 'The Glass Cottage'; says that anything totally new, or indeed the idea for a "nitty-gritty 

Grimm," will have to wait until 'The Wise Wound' is delivered; refers to 'The Dauntless Girl' which Penelope Shuttle 

would love to extend to a stage piece; sends Miller a copy of his 'My Shirt of Small Cheques' which was on Poetry 

Now, and The Best of Poetry Now a couple of years earlier.

185 . 19 17/05/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter following a telephone conversation that morning and taking two parts; the first part outlines the BBC's 

unreasonable treatment of scripts, discussing 'Dance The Putrefact', 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows' and 

'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 'The Holy Sinner', 'The Dauntless Girl', 'Sylvia Plath and The Door of The Moon' 

(outline is in the archive, reference number 102), the Grimm's Fairy Tales project, 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For 

Blooding', 'The Little Professor', 'The God of Glass', 'I Is Another', and 'The Glass Cottage'; the second part of the 

letter comes in the form of an incomplete, proposed press release on censorship of feminist plays; would be 

prepared to draft a proper press release, and thinks Union action is needed if other writers are finding themselves 

in a similar position; adds that a lot of money has been lost when the amount they feel they should have been paid 

for the work they have done is taken into consideration, which maybe does offer a case for representing an author 

with the BBC; also discusses lack of satisfactory communication regarding some scripts and the situation in general.  

All of the letters with Ref No 185 . 19 are concerned with this situation, as are those with Ref No 185 . 22, 185 . 23, 

185 . 24, 185 . 26, 185 . 27, and 185 . 28.

185 . 19 17/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Discusses the idea which he put forward to Susanna Capon in the form of an outline treatment for a new radio play 

('The Glass Cottage'), saying he was unable to attend the meeting in London at which it was discussed, and where it 

received a luke-warm reception; shall be pursuing the idea of the play when he is next in London, but he is busy in 

the studio at the moment, due to the workload of his job; will keep in touch with news when he hears it.
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185 . 19 19/05/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Thanks Miller for the letters of 17th (we only have one in the archive), and they will jointly take up the important 

points; letter then goes on to discuss 'The Dauntless Girl', 'The Glass Cottage', 'The Holy Sinner', the Grimm Fairy 

Tales project, 'The God of Glass', 'I Is Another', 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'Sylvia Plath and The Door of 

The Moon' (outline is in the archive, reference number 102), 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows', 'The Sleep 

of the Great Hypnotist', and 'The Little Professor'; was unable to speak to (Martin) Esslin, whom he rung on Miller's 

advice; refers to Miller's point about having a lot of work in his job with reference to their lack of pay for the work 

they have done; would like concrete reasons for the turning down of scripts; mentions their Union, The Writers' 

Guild, Penelope Shuttle's winning of a BBC competition that was meant to encourage young writers and the fact 

that to their knowledge none of the winners seem to have had a second play broadcast, and to Peter Redgrove's 

broadcasting experience; adds that things seem to have gone wrong since 'The Holy Sinner'.  The letter has "Ps Not 

Sent" written on the bottom.

185 . 19 25/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Thinks it will be a good idea if he sends a copy of the letter Redgrove wrote to Brian Miller (probably the one dated 

19/05/76) to Elaine Steel at the The Writers' Guild, and for the Guild to take up the problem; refers to (Norman) 

Franklin declining Shuttle's poems (not named) and how Gordon will now send them to Kevin Crossley-Holland at 

Gollancz; mentions the Gulbenkian Conference and the National Council approving Redgrove's role at Falmouth.

185 . 19 27/05/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Brian 

Miller

Refers to his point in earlier letters of having a heavy workload as meaning that there is so little time to do 

everything that should be done; discusses the situation with regards their scripts, saying that all editorial decisions 

are taken collectively; Radio 3 as a body has to cater to its large audience, offering what they think the mass public 

wants to continue listening to as well as what can be considered extremely advanced or 'avant-garde' material, and 

he says that the unusual nature of their work as regards quality and difficulty poses a challenge to those whose job 

it is to maintain that balance; says that when decisions are taken they must reflect much more than a consideration 

only of the quality of the work, as the wants of the general public that comprises a radio audience must be taken 

into consideration; sorry that Penelope Shuttle's script was not accepted (presumably talking about 'The Dauntless 

Girl') but again refers to collective decision making; would like to continue to pursue Redgrove and Shuttle's various 

projects is they so wish; makes a final point that letter-writing from London is usually in the wake of a collective 

decision, and as they are seen in formal terms, are written sparingly, so his own letters are a way of keeping in 

touch with authors as well as acting as a kind of 'fill in' between the London letters.
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185 . 19 28/05/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Gordon for his letter of 25th, and is sending back a copy of the letter from Brian Miller (dated 27th May 

1976) discussing the rights of 'The God of Glass' and the implication of low sales figures of Redgrove's poetry; refers 

to the rejection of Shuttle's poems, Gulbenkian (Conference), the BBC correspondence with a passing reference that 

one day someone may possibly want to make a book of the letters, the fact that he has written about another 300 

poems, and the progress of 'The Wise Wound'.

185 . 19 28/05/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his letter of the previous day, but does not feel it answers the questions raised with regards the 

various scripts they have submitted to the BBC; discusses the points raised in Miller's letter with regards sales 

figures, which he says cannot be known due to such things as their books being in public libraries; Miller's position 

of equating 'quality' with a minority appeal, which he discusses from two standpoints, the first being that 

Redgrove's drama works are written for dramatic performance and are not avant-guard, and that the poetry does 

demand more from the listener, which may be a minority, but that it is the job of Radio 3 to cater for that minority 

interest.  The second standpoint discusses how their work may encounter ideological resistance due to their 

feminist standpoint, but that feminism is not a minority interest, discussing in particular 'The God of Glass' and 

Shuttle's 'The Dauntless Girl'; the notion of "the ordinary listener" in relation to the difficulty of the language of a 

work; thinks that if a committee is unaccustomed to the forces presented in his work, then they are bound to find it 

'difficult' until it is played, which is precisely what happened with 'The Holy Sinner', and indeed all of Redgrove's 

drama that has been broadcast has been widely praised; Penelope Shuttle's play ('The Dauntless Girl') with regards 

its rejection even though there was written agreement over the revisions and suggestions; wonders what the 

criteria are for a committee accepting or rejecting a script; reiterates that it is a body of work they are talking about, 

not just a single script, and if other authors are finding themselves in the same position, than Redgrove feels that 

such authors will go back to writing poetry and that radio will cease to provide the commitment to the community 

that it should with regards such work.

185 . 19 28/05/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

What appears to be a much shorter draft for the other letter in the archive to Brian Miller with the same date and 

Ref No.

185 . 19 21/06/1976

Mr 

(Howard) 

Newby

Elaine 

Steel

Writing on behalf of Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle regarding 'The Holy Sinner', 'The Dauntless Girl', the 

Grimm's Fairy Tales project, 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'The Little Professor', 'The God of Glass', 'I Is 

Another', 'The Glass Cottage', 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows', and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; 

thinks Redgrove and Shuttle's experiences are worrying, referring to Redgrove's contributions to radio since 1954; 

would be grateful if Newby would investigate the situation.
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185 . 19 22/06/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Glad to hear that 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows' has been accepted by Radio 3, and will be produced by 

David Spenser; discusses the reasons for the delay of the transmission of 'The God of Glass' with reference to the 

editing and dubbing of it, along with sound effects, in particular the sound of the humming which they had decided 

to create with an orchestra, 'The Holy Sinner', and 'The Return of the Native'; he was also anxious about the placing 

of 'The God of Glass', as listening figures drop during the Summer months, and it is now planned for November; 

discusses 'Grimm's Fairy Tales' as a speculative venture, financed by the Bristol pilot funds, and despite the fact that 

the sale to London has not materialized, he still sees this as an active project; refers to Shuttle's 'The Dauntless Girl' 

as simply being a script that he liked and tried to sell, and feels badly about encouraging her to write it only to have 

it rejected; hopes that after hearing 'The God of Glass', Redgrove will view their relationship as worthwhile.

185 . 19 23/06/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his letter of the previous day; agrees that it is good news about 'Snow Black and the Long White 

Shadows', mentioning though that David Spenser also produced 'Dance The Putrefact' which took two years to get 

on; refers to his understanding from Miller that there would be a repeat of 'The Holy Sinner', which he budgeted for 

and also to a letter from John Scotney where he discusses the critical success of 'The Holy Sinner' and 'Dance The 

Putrefact' (Redgrove later quotes from this letter with regards re-opening 'The Glass Cottage' idea, a copy of which 

is in the archive, Ref No 185 . 16); says that far from complaining about the delay of 'The God of Glass', which he is 

much looking forward to hearing, his complaint was of the accumulated delay of many scripts; is concerned that the 

script of 'The God of Glass' should not in any way be altered without consultation, as happened with 'The Holy 

Sinner'; refers to London turning down the Grimm script, with reference to the annual report of the Radiowriters 

Association; discusses Shuttle's play ('The Dauntless Girl') being rejected after much encouragement to write it, and 

refers to all of the prizewinners of the BBC's competition to find new young radiowriters.
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185 . 19 05/07/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Howard 

Newby

Reply to her letter of 21st June regarding the scripts of Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle, dealing with the 

scripts in the same order that Steel did; says that no repeat was promised for 'The Holy Sinner'; the script of 'The 

Dauntless Girl' was a speculative submission following the successful production of 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove' 

and that Hallam Tennyson wrote to Penelope Shuttle saying that he could not recommend a commission; 'Grimm's 

Fairy Tales' was only a pilot script which was paid for but could not be justified as a series; 'Miss Carstairs Dressed 

For Blooding' was a television play and was never, to their knowledge, adapted for radio; there is no record of 'The 

Little Professor' project in London or in Bristol; Peter Redgrove is aware of the reasons for the delays with regards 

'The God of Glass'; 'I Is Another' is the text of a public reading from the Cheltenham Festival, and was not thought 

suitable for Radio 3; Brian Miller's enthusiasm for 'The Glass Cottage' was not shared by London, and Redgrove had 

not written an extensive treatment in advance of approval by London; 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows' 

has been accepted by Radio 3; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' has not been submitted in script form; says that 

from the above, only three are radio plays, two of which have been accepted, Penelope Shuttle had her first radio 

drama broadcast, and Peter Redgrove has had seven broadcasts under Radio Drama, which he does not see as a 

worrying record.
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185 . 19 09/07/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for the copy of Howard Newby's letter dated 5th July 1976; answers each point in turn saying that the 

pattern of encouragement and rejection is a clear one; he was told by Brian Miller that there was bound to be a 

repeat of 'The Holy Sinner'; Penelope Shuttle was encouraged to write 'The Dauntless Girl' not only personally but 

by the terms of the BBC's competition to find new writers, referring to their belief that none of the prizewinners 

had second plays; he still does not know what is wrong with 'Grimm's Fairy Tales'; he has never been told that 'Miss 

Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' has been rejected; thinks it untolerable that no record can be found of 'The Little 

Professor' which was recorded late last year; his point of the delay of 'The God of Glass' was that it was part of a 

pattern of delay, and also that he did not want alterations to the script, as was the case with 'The Holy Sinner'; the 

case of 'I Is Another' is that he was told it was suitable for radio, then told it was not, but not told why; 'The Glass 

Cottage' was enthusiastically received by John Scotney, who passed it to Brian Miller who was also enthusiastic 

about it, who passed it back to London, who rejected it without comment; 'Snow Black and the Long White 

Shadows' was accepted by David Spenser, but Redgrove would have to wait a long time for it to get on, as he had to 

for 'The God of Glass' and 'Dance The Putrefact'; offered 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' to David Spenser in a 

letter, of which Redgrove had only done a first draft, and the letter was never answered; was encouraged to submit 

a treatment to George Macbeth, 'Sylvia Plath and The Door of The Moon' (outline is in the archive, reference 

number 102), but it was rejected by Fraser Steel with no reasons except disagreement with what Redgrove said; 

agrees with Newby's letter that he has enjoyed sympathetic treatment in the past, which is why the present 

situation is all the more painful.

185 . 19 01/09/1976

Mr 

(Howard) 

Newby

Peter 

Redgrove

Has read the correspondence between Newby and Elaine Steel of The Writers' Guild and, although he and Penelope 

Shuttle do not know why their work has been treated unfairly, if indeed it has, they are willing to accept that there 

could be administrative difficulties with an organization the size of the BBC, and their distance from London also 

brings difficulties, and that they believe there have been a series of misunderstandings; thinks that the relationship 

between writer and audience of utmost importance, and values his experience of this with the BBC, therefore 

acknowledging some fault in difficulties of communication.

185 . 19 02/09/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Peter 

Redgrove

Is sending her the original and a copy for her files of his letter to Newby (dated 01/09/76); if there is no Writers' 

Guild reason for it not to go, can she seal the envelope and send the original.
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185 . 20 22/06/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Brian 

Miller

Thanks them for their poems, to go into his programme (Westward Look), which reflect greatly the "essence" of the 

West Country; the poems, which he comments on, are Penelope Shuttle's 'From Falmouth to Truro' and Peter 

Redgrove's 'Three Aquarium Portraits'.

185 . 21 30/06/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Alannah 

Hensler

Just heard from Brian Miller that Redgrove's poem for 'Westward Look, no. 4 ('Three Aquarium Portraits') is longer 

than first commissioned, so she is authorising an additional payment, and wants Redgrove to alter his form B. I. (C)

185 . 22 25/06/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Allen 

Saddler

Thanks her for sending a copy of her letter to Howard Newby with regards Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle's 

work with the BBC (see letter dated 21/06/76, Ref No 185 . 19); he sees Brian Miller frequently and could arrange a 

meeting; deals with the points in her letter one by one; discusses how they are encouraged to send stuff to Bristol 

rather than London, mentions Brian Miller's assistant, Mary Price, and the Bristol controller, Stuart Wyton.

185 . 22 30/06/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Elaine 

Steel

Sending them the letter that Allen Saddler sent to her (dated 25/06/76, Ref No 185 . 22); they may like to contact 

him to discuss the matter.

185 . 23 29/07/1976

Mr 

(Howard) 

Newby

Elaine 

Steel

Thanks him for his letter dated 05/07/76 (probably Ref No 185 . 19) and makes points in response to this letter on 

'The Holy Sinner', 'The Dauntless Girl', 'Grimm's Fairy Tales Project', 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'The Little 

Professor', 'The God of Glass', and 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows'.

185 . 23 30/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Francine 

A. Brown
Acknowledges receipt of a letter sent to Brian Miller dated 29/07/76 and Redgrove's Bristol Fountain poem.

185 . 24 16/08/1976

Mrs 

(Elaine) 

Steel

Howard 

Newby

Letter in answer to hers of 29/07/76 (Ref No 185 . 23), answering her points one by one; wonders if further 

correspondence between them would be profitable, saying that the drama department would be glad to discuss 

any further points with Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle.
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185 . 24 21/08/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for sending him a copy of (Howard) Newby's letter dated 16th August, which he finds discouraging; 

discusses 'The Holy Sinner', 'The Dauntless Girl', 'Grimm's Fairy Tales', 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'The 

Little Professor'. 'The God of Glass', and 'Snow Black and the Long White Shadows'; thinks it is wrong to separate 

works for discussion when he and Shuttle are complaining about a general practice; discusses the recent changes in 

the drama department and what effect that is having on authors and producers alike, mentioning (David) Spenser 

and (Brian) Miller; questions why their work has been treated like this.

185 . 25 10/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Thanks Redgrove for sending him some photographs taken in Falmouth; mentions a poetic sequence Redgrove sent 

to him (not named) and 'The God of Glass'.

185 . 26 13/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Thanks Redgrove for a letter dated 16th August; with reference to copyright and translation matters, he has sent 

the details to London (the work he is referring to is not named); returning cassette of the Badel and Bloom 'Romeo 

and Juliet'; discusses Redgrove's Bristol poems and the commissions he has assured for his poetry scheme from 

Patricia Beer and John Daniel, as well as the superb response he has got from Frances Horovitz, Hughes, Tomlison, 

Graham, Clemo, Lee, Causley and Sisson.

185 . 26 15/09/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses copyright with translation matters (see other letter with Ref No 185 . 26); asks when 'The God of Glass' is 

scheduled, thanks him for returning the cassette, mentions some colour photographs Redgrove sent to Miller, 

refers to Miller's "poetry bank" for Radio 3, and has asked the publishers to send Miller a copy of 'The Glass 

Cottage'.

185 . 27 16/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Elaine 

Steel

Did post Redgrove's letter to Mr Newby, which she thought was excellent (see letter dated 02/09/76, Ref No 185 . 

19).

185 . 28 17/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Howard 

Newby

Has received Redgrove's letter of 01/09/76 and appreciates that he is still unhappy with the situation; admits that 

long distance correspondence is difficult and mentions that not only Brian Miller but also other senior members of 

the drama department such as Martin Esslin, Hallam Tennyson, and Richard Imison, who are aware of the problem 

of communication, would be happy to hear from and assist Redgrove.

185 . 28 20/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Discusses the poem 'Wet Angel' that Redgrove sent in for Miller's Radio 3 poetry anthology project; 'The God of 

Glass' of scheduled for 12th or 14th December, discussing the effect of the 'bee-hum' that he and Sidney Sager have 

been working on; 'The Holy Sinner' is to be repeated on Radio 3 in the New Year, and has been shortlisted for the 

Imperial Tobacco Award for Best Radio Production; thanks him for the copy of 'The Glass Cottage'.
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185 . 28 23/09/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Peter 

Redgrove

Updating her on how matters stand with the BBC by enclosing Mr Newby's letter to Redgrove (probably the one 

dated 17/09/76, Ref No 185 . 28) and outlining the points Brian Miller made in his letter to Redgrove of 20/09/76 

(185 . 28) about 'The God of Glass', 'The Holy Sinner', and the Imperial Tobacco Awards.

185 . 28 23/09/1976

Mr 

(Howard) 

Newby

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Newby for his letter of 17th and will take his advice of renewed communication with the producers Newby 

mentions; will write to Hallam Tennyson about Penelope Shuttle's 'The Dauntless Girl', and mentions his recent 

happy communications with Brian Miller and David Spenser.

185 . 29 10/12/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Scotney

Thanks Redgrove for sending the book, and will ask about 'In The Country of the Skin'.  Does not say which book, or 

who he will ask about 'In The Country of the Skin'.

185 . 30 01/03/1977
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Further to an earlier discussion, does not think that embarking of something completely new is a good idea when 

they are still unsure of when, or if, 'The God of Glass' is coming on; offers the idea of dramatising 'Three Pieces for 

Voices' which appeared in Redgrove's 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' play-book, referring to 'Son of my Skin' 

being performed on one of George Macbeth's Poetry Now programmes (see letter dated 08/01/71 with Ref No 176 

. 13); another idea is to dramatise Penelope Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden', which Redgrove thinks 

would make a performance rather like 'The Waves', and he encloses some reviews of Shuttle's book.

185 . 31 07/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Reply to Redgrove's letter with Ref No 185 . 30; apologises for the delays with 'The God of Glass' and hopes that it 

will not be too long before they have some news on it; would like to read Penelope Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter in the 

Zodiac Garden' before commenting on what sounds like an interesting idea; is already considering the Signature 25 

collection ('Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding and Other Plays'); refers to the TLS review of 'Rainsplitter in the 

Zodiac Garden' which Redgrove sent him.

185 . 32 10/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller
Note with the date and time of a repeat transmission of 'The Holy Sinner' on Radio 3.

232 . 01 12/09/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon
Refers to contractual letter re: 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares', and list others who have already signed up.

232 . 01 18/09/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Expresses concerns over the contract for 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares' and ask questions with regard are 

all the authors on equal footing, and does a wide readership necessarily entail a deep one, and hence can such a 

writer demand greater fees.  They ask for Gordon's comments on such questions.  They mention WAG as teaching 

them to ask such questions.
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232 . 01 20/09/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the terms as it were of the contractual letter re: 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares', and reassures 

them that he is genuine.  Outlines his background, and the fact that he represents many writers as a literary agent.  

He is also a WAG member.  Says all writers will get exactly the same fee, and only wants the right to publish stories 

first in the above mentioned book.

232 . 01 26/09/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Takes about the possibility of them becoming Gordon's clients, as they are not content in Falmouth for various 

reasons.  Talks of Penelope Shuttle's relationship with Calders, and Peter Redgrove's relationship with Routledge.  

Also, mentions what we presume to be 'The Wise Wound' - "this menstrual book" - which is due in December 1976, 

and therefore they can do nothing until then.

232 . 01 04/10/1975
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to a difference of opinion over sales potential of their books discussing difference between their kind of 

writing and academic writing, and also referring to the lack of their own books in major booksellers.  Refers to 'The 

Listener', and 'The Holy Sinner', and "Treviles" and 'Sons of My Skin', both of which, they argue, should have gone 

into paperback.  Also mentions other media for Peter Redgrove's work, i.e. film and TV.  Crux of the argument is 

that their books need to be advertised and treated as different from academic books.  Goes on to ask if Franklin 

wants to relinquish rights to 'The Glass Cottage' and send it back to them rather than try to sell it.  Goes on to talk 

about another book of verse, and the menstrual book (will be referring to 'The Wise Wound') saying that it may not 

be suitable for Routledge's academic outlets.  Have asked Giles Gordon of Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd to represent 

them.    A draft copy of this letter is in bundle 232.5.

232 . 02 04/10/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks mainly about 'the Menstrual Book' which we are taking to mean 'The Wise Wound'; discusses doing a trial 

chapter and preface for Gordon to look at.

232 . 02 20/10/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Norman 

Franklin

Stresses Routledge's wish to continue publishing their work, and explains why 'In The Country of the Skin' did not do 

as well as they would have liked.  Refers to the BBC and the difficulty of advertising Peter Redgrove's broadcasts, as 

they need to know about three weeks before, in order to get an advertisement in 'The Bookseller'.  Also discusses 

paperbacks, saying that "Treviles" should have gone to paperback, but it was turned down by all paperback houses.  

Mentions 'The Glass Cottage', and the menstrual book ('The Wise Wound'), referring to Peter Redgrove and 

Penelope Shuttle's budgetary needs in relation to the delivery date of December 1976.
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232 . 02 21/10/1975
Norman 

Franklin

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to an earlier conversation they had in Frankfurt re: Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle, who have asked 

Giles Gordon to be their literary representative.  Hence Gordon is asking Franklin to release Peter and Penelope 

from their contract, especially concerning the menstrual book ('The Wise Wound').

232 . 02 12/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Talks of the White Goddess in relation to the Graves' novel.  Received abstract from Gordon (presumably 

concerning 'The Wise Wound').

232 . 02 05/12/1975
Norman 

Franklin

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and the fact that Franklin does not see it as 'commercial'.  Stresses his, and Peter 

Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle's, amazement at this, and wants to try and find them another publisher for the 

book, one whom will accept the amount they are asking for an advance.  Does not mean that they do not want 

Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd to publish future work by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle.  Talks of 'The Wise 

Wound' as being as successful and influential as 'The Female Eunuch'.

232 . 02 11/12/1975
Norman 

Franklin

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing of it.  Wants to show it to other publishers to get the highest 

advance before allowing Routledge to just go ahead and publish it.

232 . 02 19/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Refers to a letter of 8th May.  Talks about the publishing of 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.  Does not want to make a 

decision on Penny just yet (presume it is to do with some poems).

232 . 02 24/05/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Talks about rejections by Norman Franklin (of Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd) of 'The Glass Cottage' and 'The 

Dauntless Girl'.  Also some other work.  Mentions the BBC and the Gulbenkian Foundation, the latter in relation to a 

conference at the ICA.  National Council report on the Falmouth School of Art.

232 . 02 24/05/1976
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to letter of 19th May concerning 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.  Asks him to send Penelope Shuttle's book of 

poems back, so they can try and get it published as soon as possible, rather than wait until the Autumn to see how 

Peter Redgrove's book sells.  Also refers to Routledge's decision to publish 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 03 12/05/1974
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Talks of the book on "Menstrual Tensions" which we presume to be 'The Wise Wound'.  He outlines their plans for 

the writing of the book, and how he will use his time in America as O'Connor Professor of Literature at Colgate 

University, NY, to advantage, as he will have great use of their library and psychology department.  Letter goes into 

quite a lot of depth with regards women's menstrual cycle and the benefits of studying it.  Also mentions 'The Glass 

Cottage' saying he anticipates finishing it at about the same time as the drafting of 'The Cycle and the Seer' 

(referring to 'The Wise Wound'). "Treviles" is also talked about.

232 . 04 26/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas

Asked whether 'London Magazine' wanted a copy of his book.  They did not reply, so he was sending one under 

separate cover.  Cheltenham is mentioned.
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232 . 04 26/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Talks about the Cheltenham Festival as a shambles, where Peter Redgrove's book was on show but not available to 

buy.

232 . 04 27/09/1975
Ceri 

Williams

Peter 

Redgrove

Mentions 'Sons of my Skin' and "Treviles", and talks about some photographs.  Talks about the Cheltenham Festival 

and his concerns that his books were not on sale, especially as he and Penelope Shuttle were doing a performance 

of an hour and a half.  Mentions his forthcoming reading at the Poetry Society in December, and hopes that the 

same thing will not happen again.  Also received news that the editor of the London Magazine, Alan Ross, did not in 

fact get a review copy of 'Sons of my Skin', and was not very happy about it, as they have reviewed other books of 

Redgrove's favourably.

232 . 04 29/09/1975
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the Cheltenham Festival saying that there were actually facilities for selling books, run by his thinks a 

company called Paperback Parade.  Refers to the Bristol poetry reading and to 'Delta', which he started in the 

1950's at Cambridge.  Discusses way that he could sell more as, despite being in the public eye, he sells less than he 

should.  Also refers to The Guardian Prize.

232 . 05 30/09/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to their letter of 26th September and the returning of their contractual letters.  Wonders whether they 

would actually benefit from an agent, and invites them to discuss it with him in detail the next time they are in 

London.  Also mentions the Frankfurt Book Fair.

232 . 05 01/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Refers to the Cheltenham Festival.  The selling of books was run by Paperback Parade, who only sell paperbacks, 

hence only one of Peter Redgrove's titles was available.

232 . 05 01/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Ceri 

Williams

Thanks him for the copy of 'Cornish Life' magazine.  She understands that Norman Franklin has written to him with 

regards the Cheltenham Festival, and Terence (probably Lucas) has written to him with regards 'London Magazine'.

232 . 05
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

This is a draft copy of the letter sent to Norman Franklin dated 04/10/75.  See Ref. No. 232.1 for the summary.

232 . 06 02/10/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks about 'The Menstrual Book ( 'The Wise Wound') which they usually call "Moonclock".  Explains the three 

things they have sent to him; a draft sypnopsis, some draft pages in their early state, and some draft pages 

concerning dreams and menstruation. Talks about a project Peter Redgrove is discussing with the BBC re: Sylvia 

Plath, and mentions again their wish for him to run the business side of things.
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232 . 07 29/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Andrew 

Young
Writing concerning the cover of 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 07 03/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas

Refers to London Magazine not having a review copy of 'Sons of my Skin' , and encloses a list of all the places that it 

was sent to.  See Ref 232.

232 . 07 04/10/1975

Ceri 

Williams 

and 

Terence 

Lucas

Peter 

Redgrove

Talks about the missed opportunities for the selling of his books, referring to a change in policy that he knew 

nothing about.  Norman Franklin is mentioned, as is the BBC, the Radio Times, and his own works, 'The Holy Sinner', 

'Dance The Putrefact' and the "Treviles" programme.  Mentions advertising for Routledge, in the Guardian, and on 

Radio 3.

232 . 08 13/10/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Gordon has discussed the 'Menstrual Book' with regards publishing with Norman Franklin at Frankfurt, and the 

possibility of using American publishing houses was raised; however, Gordon and Franklin do not seem to agree on 

which ones.  Giles would like to meet with Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle to discuss their situation further.

232 . 08 15/10/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses the problems they are facing with regards Routledge and the fact that the books are not selling, which 

they think is due to bad marketing.  Works that are mentioned are; 'The Glass Cottage', "Treviles", and 'Sons of my 

Skin'.  Mentions the Writer's Guild committee who are re-drafting publishers' contracts.

232 . 08 16/10/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon
With reference to their impending meeting in London.

232 . 08 19/10/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

A long letter in reference to the ongoing saga with Routledge and the selling of Peter Redgrove's work.  Redgrove 

mentions 'The Glass Cottage' and 'Sons of my Skin', as well as The Writer's Guild.  The Cheltenham Festival, where 

Redgrove's book was not for sale, is mentioned, as is "Treviles".  Reference is also made to Penelope Shuttle's 

publishers, Calders.  They talk of radio work, TV work for the BBC, and theatre work.  They are very much looking 

forward to meeting with Giles in London.
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232 . 09 20/10/1975
Dulan 

Barber.

Peter 

Redgrove

A very long letter that summarises the situation with regards Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd; Redgrove mentions 

much of his work, including "Treviles", "Dr Faust", and 'In The Country of the Skin'; he goes on to discuss 'The Glass 

Cottage' and the 'Menstrual Book', the Cheltenham Festival, the Writer's Guild, and the Arts Council; talks about his 

disillusionment with the whole process of publishing etc, and is hoping that Giles Gordon will be able to ease the 

situation; mentions a poetry reading that Penny will be doing in the future.

232 . 09 30/10/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Acknowledgement of Menstrual material, and refers to a book published by Pantheon in America called 'The 

Menstrual Cycle'.

232 . 10 21/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Jean 

Jeffrey 

(Mrs.)

Writing with reference to 'The Glass Cottage' and any corrections that need to be made on the printer's errors.

232 . 

100
30/05/1978

Peter 

Redgrove

Rosalie 

Swedlin

Enjoyed reading 'The Hypnotist' though is not optimistic about it being accepted for television.  Congratulates them 

on the publication of 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 

101

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

This is a handwritten note, undated, that refers to Gordon giving them some of his books, them giving Gordon some 

of their books, and sending the menstruation pages (which would presumably become 'The Wise Wound') to 

Norman Franklin to read.

232 . 

101

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Liz Calder
Refers to the progression of 'The Wise Wound' and hopes to see them both soon.  Letter has no year on, but is 

dated by 11th August.

232 . 11 03/11/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Dulan 

Barber

Mentions Redgrove's earlier letter regarding problems with Routledge and book sales, and also mentions the 

Authors Committee and the Guild (which we presume is The Writers Guild).  Talks about 'The Holy Sinner', Barber's 

own book 'One Parent Families' and a television series, 'Couples'.

232 . 11 06/11/1975
Dulan 

Barber.

Peter 

Redgrove

References are made to the problems with Routledge and book sales, and to the 'Menstrual Book'  ( 'The Wise 

Wound' ).  Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd are offering an advance for the book.  Writes when 'The Holy Sinner' will 

be on the radio.
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232 . 12 03/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks of the 'Menstrual book', for which they have decided on the title:  'The Wise Wound:  Everywoman and Eve's 

Curse'.  Want to know what Gordon thinks.  Refers to 'Menstruation and Menopause' by Paula Weideger. 'The Glass 

Cottage' is mentioned.

232 . 13 06/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the new title of 'The Wise Wound', and refers to Weideger's book, 'Menstruation and Menopause' which 

Gordon has ordered for them from America.  Talks about 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 13 09/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

This letter seems to come from Penelope Shuttle.  She talks about 'The Glass Cottage', 'About A Marriage' and a 

book of poems that she has compiled.

232 . 14 11/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Covering letter for 'The Wise Wound' sample chapters and an edition of 'The Hudson Review'.

232 . 15 15/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to two books of poems that they have sent to Gordon; one by Penny and one by Peter.  'Dr. Faust' is 

mentioned.

232 . 16 16/11/1975

Philippa 

(Brewster?

)

Peter 

Redgrove

Talks about a review by Patricia Beer of his book 'Sons of my Skin', which will appear in The Listener.  Also mentions 

'The Hudson Review', 'Playbill' and a poetry reading at the Poetry Society in Earls Court Square. He is going to record 

'The Little Professor' for the BBC, which will be going out in America at the same time as 'The God of Glass'.
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232 . 17 18/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sent all their current publications to Gordon; refers to Peter's trip up to London, when he will be very busy so may 

not be able to meet with Gordon; references are made to 'The Listener', Redgrove's 'World Drama' and 'Drama 

Now', the Poetry Society, and Kaleidoscope; also a meeting with Aldwych, Crowley's menstruation book at the 

Warburg and a meeting with Gerald Yorke.

232 . 18 18/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Acknowledgement of their two collections of poems.  Routledge is mentioned, as is 'Dance The Putrefact' and 'The 

Holy Sinner'.

232 . 18 20/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to their parcel of all their current publications.  Talks about 'The Wise Wound', the Patricia Beer review and 

the advert in 'The Listener'.  Also mentions Penelope Shuttle's new volume of poetry.

232 . 19 24/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Talks about 'Sons of my Skin' and 'The Glass Cottage', referring to some comments he made at an earlier stage.  

Looking for publishers in America.  Reference is made to Gollancz declining Weideger's book, published by Knopf in 

America.  Talks about 'The Wise Wound' and an American publisher who is very keen on it.  Reference is made to 

Penelope Shuttle's 'Jesusa' and 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove'.  Discusses the translating of radio scripts into novels.  

'Putrefact' is mentioned.

232 . 20 30/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

R.P. 

Winningto

n-Ingram

Refers to a Greek translation - Euripides' ION - that Redgrove has undertaken.  Professor Winnigton-Ingram does 

not like his style and, as Redgrove has other commitments, regrets that they will have to abandon the project.

232 . 20 03/10/1975

Bill 

(Arrowsmi

th)

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the ION project regrettably and explains that it was maybe not the right place for his alternative version.  

Would like to be considered to maybe translate another playwright.  Any more information on menstruation would 

be appreciated.

232 . 20 03/10/1975

Professor 

Winningto

n-Ingram

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the ION project and explains the reasoning, in some depth, behind his particular interpretation, referring 

to ION as a play of feminism.
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232 . 20 27/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The Wise Wound', the sample chapters and foreword of which have now been typed up ready for 

showing to prospective publishers, one of which is Tony Godwin (the former chief editor of Penguin books) who 

now has own imprint in New York with Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich.

232 . 20 27/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to the two volumes of poetry they sent him, and comments on them separately.  Suggest that a better title 

for 'From Every Chink of the Ark' could be either 'The Terrible Jesus' or 'The Breathing-Place'.  Mentions 'Putrefact'.

232 . 20 28/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

This letter is very in-depth, and is in two parts.  The first part is regarding the ION project and asking for Gordon's 

help, as they have received a letter from Joan Daves asking for the money back, which is presumably the advance 

they got for writing the book.  They go into great detail to explain the situation, and wonder could Gordon discuss it 

with Catharine Carver.  The second part concerns their poems that have not been published and are available for 

Gordon to try to get published.  'The Wise Wound' is referred to.

232 . 21 02/12/1975 Miss Soika
Giles 

Gordon

Letter concerning the money that Joan Daves requested back off Redgrove re: the ION project.  Gordon mentions 

OUP Inc. and OUP Ltd., as well as Wallace, Aitken and Sheil, who are Redgrove's literary agents in America.

232 . 21 02/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Letter concerning the one to Ruth Soika with regards the returning of the money for the ION project.  Speculates on 

whether the National Theatre may be interested in Redgrove's translation of the play.  Also mentions review in the 

Times by David Wade.

232 . 21 03/12/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Norman 

Franklin

Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and how he, Franklin, does not think it has the makings of a best-seller in its present 

form.  Also refers to the two volumes of poetry by Penny and Peter.  The letter was copied to Peter Redgrove and 

Penelope Shuttle.

232 . 21 04/12/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

A letter stating how he is handling all their work and his ideas for more work from them.  Works mentioned are: 

'Sons of my Skin', 'Dance The Putrefact', 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove', 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' (which 

Thames television did not screen), 'The God Of Glass' and 'The Dauntless Girl'.
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232 . 21 06/12/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Brief mention of a letter from Bill Arrowsmith.  Goes on to explain why 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' has not 

been televised yet.  Also, they would love to do more television work.  Discussion turns to the publishing of 'The 

Wise Wound' with regards to Norman Franklin's letter.  Other works mentioned are:  'The God of Glass', 'The Holy 

Sinner'.

232 . 22 05/12/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Catharine 

Carver

Letter concerning the ION project and the returning of Redgrove's advance if he were to publish the translation 

elsewhere.

232 . 22 08/12/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon
Refers to letter from Catharine Carver dated 5th December 75 re: the ION project.

232 . 22 10/12/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to the suggestions re: the ION project.  Outlines their ideas for their work at the moment, including adapting 

existing scripts for the stage, writing an updated version of ION, and a new play they have sketched concerning the 

Pope and a radical Christian group.  'The Wise Wound' is also mentioned, of which they have the majority in draft.

232 . 23 17/12/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Thanking him for everything he has done so far.  They refer to 'The Wise Wound' and the progress they are making 

with it, enclosing the draft pages with the letter.

232 . 24 21/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

(Jones?)

Thanks Redgrove for the script of 'The Holy Sinner'.  Wants to tackle Redgrove's plays in the near future, but cannot 

meet as yet because very busy with Graham Greene play (presumably he is referring to 'The Return of A.J. Raffles: 

an Edwardian comedy in three acts based somewhat loosely on E.W. Hornung's characters in 'The Amateur 

Cracksman', Graham Greene, Bodley Head, 1975 (see letters with reference number 66 . 04).

232 . 24 18/12/1975
David 

(Jones?)

Peter 

Redgrove

Goes into depth about a 'Greek' play he would like to write specifically for Jones' way of staging a production.  He 

mentions Euripides' ION, 'The Oresteia', 'The Cocktail Party', Gilbert Murray, William Arrowsmith, Philip Slater's 

book 'The Glory of Hera' (Beacon P., 1968), Larkin, Pinter, and The Hudson Review.  He explains his thoughts on the 

Greeks, and says how he would like to either do a work of Jones' choice or following further discussions, do a play 

of his own.
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232 . 25 29/12/1975
Peter 

Redgrove
Copy of contract with regards Redgrove's translation of Eupirides' ION.

232 . 25 31/12/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Norman 

Franklin

Re: 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.  Franklin likes the book and is wondering how to tackle production and sales, 

especially as it is twice as long as usual books.

232 . 25 05/01/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to cancellation agreement with regards the ION translation, the letter from Norman Franklin dated 31st 

December 75, and talks about 'The Wise Wound' getting published in America.  There may be problems because of 

the Knopf book, which we presume to be Weideger's 'Menstruation and Menopause'.

232 . 25 08/01/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks about the Weideger book, 'Menstruation and Menopause', in relation to American psychology and Freud, and 

says how their book differs.  Mentions the Norman Franklin letter of 31st December 75 and the ION episode.

232 . 25 15/01/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Mentions the draft of the book, which is not mentioned by name, in relation to Tom Rosenthal at Seckers, and Tony 

Godwin.  Notes written on the letter say "For comments of Weideger - see Wise Wound Intro file".

232 . 26 19/01/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Jenne Casarotto of Douglas Rae Management would like to meet concerning the possibilities of doing further 

film/television work.

232 . 27 27/01/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Secker and Warburg do not in fact wish to publish 'The Wise Wound', but would be interested in publishing only 

Redgrove's poems.  Gordon has asked for everything back.

232 . 28 29/01/1976
Giles 

Gordon

John W. 

Wright

Regarding the ION translation.  Mr Wright's letter believes that any outsider would take W. Arrowsmith's side, but 

agrees that the whole thing should be ended as soon as possible.

232 . 28 02/02/1976 Mr Wright
Giles 

Gordon
Letter concerning the ION translation and the dissolution of the contract.
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232 . 28 03/02/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to the letter from Pat Soliman (Ref No 232 . 28) with regard 'The Wise Wound', and suggests that, if Hamish 

Hamilton show a similar reaction, they refrain from showing it to other publishers until it is finished.

232 . 28 04/02/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and agrees with Gordon's policy of not showing it to publishers until it is in a more 

finished state.  Refers to the ION translation episode.

232 . 28
Giles 

Gordon

Patricia B. 

Soliman

Talks about 'The Wise Wound' draft pages as extraordinary.  She thinks it is very chaotic in its present state, but if 

Redgrove and Shuttle organise it and write some more, she would be happy to look at it again.

232 . 29 12/02/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Talks about a poem, 'The Twelvemonth', in relation to BEST SF 75.  More discussion with regards 'The Wise Wound' 

and the publishing of it.  The ION translation is mentioned as is Weideger's book and a piece by M.L. Rosenthal for 

the New York Times Book Review about British Poetry.  Mentions the dramatization of four Grimm tales.

232 . 29 16/02/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

A long letter that covers the '20th Century Nightmares' book that began their relationship with Gordon; the 

contract for the single poem of Redgrove's referred to in the letter dated 12th February 1976 (Ref. No. 232 . 29), 

which we presume is 'The Twelvemonth', that is actually one poem from a book submitted to Routledge; 

Redgrove's 'Selected Poems' and the good words said about it by Lyman Andrews of The Sunday Times, and by 

Anthony Thwaite; Redgrove's record "British Poets Of Our Time"; 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing of it; 

Redgrove's presenting of the two sample chapters of 'The Wise Wound' as lectures at his art school, on which he 

was congratulated; Paula Weideger's book, 'Menstruation and Menopause'; 'The Glass Cottage'; the ION translation 

episode; the publishing of Penelope Shuttle's poems by Marion Boyars; and the Grimm tales for the BCC.

232 . 30 28/02/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Quite an in-depth letter with regards the '20th Century Book of Contemporary Nightmares' and the two stories 

Gordon has chosen of Redgrove's and Shuttle's; 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing of it.
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232 . 30 03/03/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

The first part of the letter is taken up explaining how the art school in Falmouth where Redgrove works has been 

visited by The Quinquennial, who may decide to endorse the school's practice of educating young artists who turn 

to writing, or may decide to try to put a stop to this practice.  They enclose the information for Gordon in case it will 

be of future use with regards WAG and the Writer's Guild.  They discuss 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing of it, 

and how different news about it affects the book in different ways.  With reference to the Horror Stories they have 

written (we presume for  'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares'), they explain their way of writing, and why they 

believe in intense verbal expression.  The letter concludes with reference to the Grimms tales, The National Theatre 

and the publishing of Shuttle's work by Boyars.

232 . 31 09/03/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

aRefers to letter of theirs from 6th March.  Mentions Liz Calder and Joyce Engelson from the Dial Press, concerning 

an offer (we presume for 'The Wise Wound').  Refers to the Writer in Education document and the posts of writing 

Fellows. Also, the possibility of Michael Glover publishing some prose is mentioned.

232 . 31 11/03/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to the possibilities of publishing 'The Wise Wound'; bulk of letter is taken up discussing the Writer in 

Education document and the problems faced by young writers who cannot get the same kind of help as young 

painters can.

232 . 32 22/03/1976
Ms Liz 

Calder

Giles 

Gordon
Refers to 'The Wise Wound' and to giving her the two volumes of the draft pages.

232 . 33 27/03/1976 Liz Calder

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks about their recent meeting and how much they enjoyed it.  Refers to their forthcoming holiday in the Scillies.

232 . 33 27/03/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Outlines the meeting they had with Liz Calder, and the new rough scheme they agreed with her for 'The Wise 

Wound'
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232 . 34 12/04/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

The typescript of the 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares' has been delivered to Michael Joseph and approved.  

Requests a short bibliographical note from both of them to include in the book.

232 . 34 15/04/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and the contracts for it; Marion Boyars with regards the publishing of 'Rainsplitter'; 

'The Glass Cottage' and it's being published by Norman Franklin ( Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd ); and other 

volumes of their poetry that Routledge may or may not publish.  Refers to Wills and Testaments, and congratulates 

Peter on  'Who's Who'.

232 . 34 20/04/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Reference to their Will's and to Gordon being the executor; discusses Shuttle's poems (not named) that Marion 

Boyar still has; mentions Norman Franklin publishing 'The Glass Cottage'; refers to American publishers and sending 

Redgrove's poems over there; mentions title of book 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and doesn't know which title to 

use; congratulates Gordon on the acceptance of 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares'; fleeting reference to 'The 

Wise Wound'.

232 . 34 20/04/1976
Mr 

Winslade

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter informing him of their decision to change the executor's of their Wills to Giles Gordon.

232 . 35 22/04/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Reference is made to 'Ogre-Yoga' as the title they have decided on (as oppose to 'From Every Chink of the Ark' or 

'The Breathing Place').  Discusses the 'Rainsplitter' with reference to publishing, and mentions 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 36 27/04/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Sends them the contracts for 'The Wise Wound', explaining a few things in the contract and asking them to sign and 

send them back.
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232 . 36 08/05/1976
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Delighted that Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd have decided to publish 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and would they 

consider changing the title to 'Ogre-Yoga'.  Could Routledge mention Penelope Shuttle's book of poems, and if they 

do not want to publish it, let Redgrove and Shuttle know so they can offer it to other publishers.

232 . 36 08/05/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks about the contract for 'The Wise Wound', Routledge publishing 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and Penelope 

Shuttle's book of poems.  Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and how it is going, along with thoughts on another non-

fiction book which is provisionally called "Mooncollege of Cornwall".

232 . 37 11/05/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and the contracts.  Mentions Peter's new collection of poems and Penelope's 

manuscript that Routledge have got.  Intrigued by their "Mooncollege of Cornwall".

232 . 38 19/03/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Babb
Encloses the corrected proofs of 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 38 24/03/1976
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Requesting Franklin to wait until the Autumn to publish 'The Glass Cottage', which was due for release in February, 

and refers to the delays, none of which were on their part, as well as mentioning their letter to him the previous 

October with regards marketing.  Mention is made of Shuttle's poems, which Franklin has said nothing about.

232 . 38 24/03/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to the letter of the same date that they have sent to Norman Franklin.  Also refers to Gollancz, and a 

forthcoming meeting with Liz Calder.

232 . 38 29/03/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Not yet made a decision about corrected proofs for 'The Glass Cottage'; will propose something shortly with regards 

not publishing in high summer.  There are typed notes at the bottom of this letter to Giles Gordon from Peter 

Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle.

232 . 38 31/03/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Refers to the proofs of 'The Glass Cottage' and proposes that they put a half-line space in-between paragraphs to 

distinguish them.
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232 . 38 11/05/1976 Mr Babb

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses the corrected proofs of 'The Glass Cottage' and hopes that Babb will contact them and put their minds at 

ease.  The Hudson review is also mentioned.

232 . 38 Mr Babb

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sends back the proof for 'The Glass Cottage' with correct paragraphing that Routledge seem to have lost in 

typesetting.  At the top of this letter are some typed notes to Giles Gordon with reference to Norman Franklin 

publishing this book.

232 . 39 11/05/1976

Ceri 

(probably 

Ceri 

Williams 

of 

Routledge 

and Kegan 

Paul Ltd).

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Publicity and personal copies of 'Sons of my Skin' have not been received by various people, and could she correct 

it.  Redgrove complained about this the previous November, and was told it would be sorted out.  He thinks this is 

worse than the Cheltenham fiasco.  He refers to The Hudson Review, who have printed reviews, advertisements, 

poems from 'The Glass Cottage' and an interview; also mentions the Poetry Center in Arizona, and the publicity 

department of the Boston office.

232 . 40 21/05/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to a depressing letter from Peter Redgrove dated 17th May, saying he will pass it to Elaine Steel of the 

Writer's Guild.  Discusses Marianne de Barde's interest in their radio and television work, and in 'Dance the 

Putrefact' and 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove', with regards publishing in Germany.  Copy of a poem written by 

Gordon and dedicated to Redgrove entitled 'A Beginning'.

232 . 41 07/06/1976
Elaine 

Steel

Giles 

Gordon
Sending more letters to her with regards Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle's problems with the BBC.

232 . 41 07/06/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to a letter dated 28th May and its "grisly" enclosure by Brian Miller, and to his case with the BCC which the 

Writer's Guild will look in to.

232 . 42 21/06/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Mentions letter from Ruth Soika of Joan Daves in relation to the cancellation of the ION contract; mentions 'The 

Glass Cottage' and refers to Redgrove's talk about Sylvia Plath.  Also, an advert in PW.
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232 . 42 22/06/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to the ION episode and to a book called 'The Curse' by Delaney et al, which is about menstruation.  Mentions 

Weideger's 'Menstruation and Menopause' and another book - 'The Menstrual Cycle' - which is a medical book.  

Also refers to an article on the "Psychological Consequences of Menstrual Suppression".

232 . 43 09/07/1976
Gill 

Coleridge
Martin Bax

Cannot use the things she has sent to them by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle, but likes their work and would 

like to see more sometime.

232 . 43 13/07/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Gill 

Coleridge

Encloses letter from Ambit, dated 9th July 1976 (Ref No 232 . 43), and regrets she cannot place the stories 'Through 

The Dark Gate', 'The Salt Merchant' and 'All The Black Mirrors'.

232 . 44 14/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Thankyou for the extra copy of 'Sons of my Skin'; mentions the Gulbenkian conference; when are you expecting 

finished copies of 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 44 20/07/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Copies of 'The Glass Cottage' are expected August 9th.  Discusses the progress of 'The Wise Wound' which is nearly 

finished, and the possiblilities of using Penelope Shuttle's notes for the last chapter as a book in itself, as well as a 

volume that Peter Redgrove is thinking about called, preliminarily,'The Feminist Jung'.  Mentions are made of two 

other books; 'Portable Jung' by Joseph Campbell and 'Psyche and Symbol' by Violet S. de Laslo.

232 . 45 22/07/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Brian 

Miller

Sent a copy of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' to David Spenser; mentions five horror stories that are not suitable 

for radio 3 listeners; and returns manuscript of 'I Is Another' which Poetry committee do not think is suitable for 

radio form.

232 . 46 27/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Would like an outline of 'The Feminist Jung' as soon as possible to show to Franklin, talks about 'The Wise Wound', 

specifically in relation to chapter three, mentions that would be useful to have three copies of 'The Glass Cottage', 

and would like to read Penelope Shuttle's dream adventures that led to the final chapter of 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 46 29/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses an article he is going to write for Christopher Macy, 'Psychology Today'.  Will keep a copy for possible 

publishing in America.  Also refers to a letter from Penelope Shuttle to the editor (of?) about Eva Figes's remarks.
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232 . 46 10/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove
Please send copies of books listed to Giles Gordon at Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd.

232 . 46 10/08/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Enclosures were sent with the letter of a notice in 'The Listener' and a poem ('Missing Links' which Redgrove wants 

to dedicate to Gordon - see Ref No 232 . 48, letter dated 19th August 1976).  Also discusses the 'Psychology Today' 

deal; the sending of Penelope Shuttle's poems ('The Orchard Upstairs') to another publisher; 'The Glass Cottage'; 

the books published by Routledge in America; a proposal for 'The Feminist Jung'; and 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 47 20/08/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove
Refers to Gordon's new book, "100 Scenes From Married Life", and how it made Redgrove dream.

232 . 48 19/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Reply to two earlier letters from Redgrove.  Discusses the 'Psychology Today' article, the turning down of 'The 

Orchard Upstairs' by Gollancz, 'The Glass Cottage' and other books being sent to Routledge, Penelope Shuttle's 

dream material, 'The Wise Wound', the proposal for 'The Feminist Jung', the poem 'Missing Links' which Redgrove 

want to dedicate to Gordon, the appointing by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle of an accountant, possible 

infringement of copyright of 'The Glass Cottage', and the ION translation.

232 . 48 24/08/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Talks about Penelope Shuttle's dream material, formal proposal for 'The Feminist Jung', possible infringement of 

copyright with reference to Weiser, negotiations by Routledge in America, and marketing methods by publishers.

232 . 49 24/08/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Gill 

Coleridge
Emma Tennant has declined stories for 'Bananas' though did like poem they published of Penelope Shuttle's.

232 . 49 25/08/1976
Gill 

Coleridge

Peter 

Redgrove

Could she keep their stories, declined by 'Bananas', to offer to others if 'The Wise Wound' increases demand for 

their other books.

232 . 50 25/08/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to article for 'Psychology Today' which is called "When Is A Curse Not A Curse?" (typed copy is in the archive, 

reference number 98), a copy of which will be sent to Christopher Macy, along with a photograph of Peter 

Redgrove.  The other copy will be sent to Bob Cornfield at Wallace, Aitken and Sheil.  Refers also to his own '100 

Scenes'.
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232 . 51 26/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses Penelope Shuttle's dream material, the Weiser business concerned with 'The Glass Cottage', and the 

publishing of 'The Wise Wound' and 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 52 20/09/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Sophia 

Macindoe
Do not want to publish Penelope Shuttle's collection (we presume it is 'The Orchard Upstairs').

232 . 52 23/09/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Message of good luck for the publication day of 'The Glass Cottage'.  Also mentions Martin Secker and Warburg 

refusing 'The Orchard Upstairs', which he is sending to Cape. Reference is made to Redgrove's Sylvia Plath 

quotations, the fact that Routledge have left out 'The Glass Cottage' in their seasonable list to the Bookseller, and 

'The Feminist Jung'.  Mentions 'The Dream Harvest'.

232 . 53 23/09/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Reference to something enclosed with regards 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 54 15/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Judy 

Steele
Telling Redgrove that he has been shortlisted for the 75-76 award (for 'The Holy Sinner'), and inviting him to attend.

232 . 54 28/09/1976
Judy 

Steele

Peter 

Redgrove
Thankyou for the information that 'The Holy Sinner' has been nominated for the Imperial Tobacco Awards for Radio.

232 . 55 29/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the Radio Awards (Tobacco), and encloses reviews of 'The Glass Cottage' by the TLS and the New 

Statesman.  Has sent the Guardian and Sunday Times reviews to New York.

232 . 55 06/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Brian 

Miller

Sending details with regards the Imperial Tobacco Awards, in case Redgrove has not heard that he is shortlisted.  

Also mentions 'Return of the Native', adapted by Desmond Hawkins, as having been shortlisted.

232 . 55 07/10/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Thanks him for writing about the Tobacco Awards for Radio, but he will be unable to attend, as that is the date they 

have been given for Penelope to give birth, and Peter will of course be there.  Hence he will ask Giles Gordon to 

accept the award on his behalf, should he win.

232 . 56 30/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Mentions the Imperial Tobacco Radio Awards and a letter that he has enclosed by Adrian Mitchell with regard to 

these awards, which appeared in the Guardian (see Ref 232).  Discusses the publishing of some of Redgrove's poetry 

in pamphlet form, and mentions 'The Wise Wound', which is almost ready for typing.
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232 . 57 07/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon
Writes with regards the Imperial Tobacco Radio Awards, and film interest in 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 57 09/10/1976
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Confirms that he cannot attend the Imperial Tobacco Radio Awards and asks if Brian will collect it for him if he wins, 

though does not believe he will win, so hopes it is 'Return of the Native'.  Mentions 'The God of Glass'.

232 . 58 05/10/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to a letter they have sent to him concerning the Observer and the selecting of extracts from books.  Wonders 

if they have heard anything with regards the Imperial Tobacco Radio Awards.

232 . 58 08/10/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses the Imperial Tobacco Radio Awards, 'The God Of Glass', the Observer letter and a review by the TLS of 

'The Glass Cottage'.  Also mentions that the National Council for Academic Awards is going to define Fine Art to the 

exclusion of Literary Arts, which Redgrove will write to Writers' News about.  Refers to the coming of the baby and 

Gordon's advice about publishing in pamphlets.

232 . 59 19/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Sally 

Spiller

Would be happy to keep Giles Gordon of Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd informed of sales and rights of his books, but 

this needs clarifying properly.  Refers to a Mr. Jones of A. D. Peters, saying the process could be long drawn out (we 

presume they are talking about the film rights for 'The Glass Cottage' - see other letter Ref No 232 . 59).

232 . 59 22/10/1976
Sally 

Spiller

Peter 

Redgrove

Specifies that he wants Giles Gordon of Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd to be informed of all moves with regards sales 

and rights on all of his and Penelope Shuttle's books.  Mentions film rights with regards 'The Glass Cottage' 

(presume this is what they are talking about in Spiller's letter to Redgrove dated 19th October 1976 - Ref No 232 . 

59).

232 . 60 27/10/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Says when 'The God Of Glass' will be on radio, and can have an almost professional tape done to play to anyone 

who may be interested in doing a film of it.

232 . 61 26/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and 'The God Of Glass', as well as mentioning the Psychology Today 

article.

232 . 61 28/10/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Talks of the forthcoming broadcast of 'The God of Glass' and agrees that making a cassette is a good idea.  Also 

refers to correspondence with Routledge and mentions Anthony Jones at A. D. Peters (we presume with regards 

filming of 'The Glass Cottage').
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232 . 62 03/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon
Acknowledgement of the cassette of 'The God of Glass'.

232 . 63 05/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove
T. L. Blau Would like to take some photographs of Peter Redgrove for distribution to the press.

232 . 63 12/11/1976 Mr Blau
Peter 

Redgrove
Would like them to photograph both him and Penelope Shuttle.

232 . 63 12/11/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Tells Gordon of the Camera Press' request to photograph him.

232 . 64 01/11/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Anthony 

Jones
Writing to say their clients do not want to film 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 64 08/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The God of Glass' in relation to filming, and wonders if it could be done on the stage.  Mentions 'The 

Glass Cottage' in relation to Martin Seymour, who has written a piece in Bananas, and refers to his 'Policeman' and 

how David Spenser coped with the sound effects.  Also enclosing the letter from A. D. Peters with regards their 

rejection of 'The Glass Cottage'.

232 . 64 09/11/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses 'The God of Glass' and how staging it rather than filming it may be a good idea; refers to Gordon's 

'Policeman'; finishes the letter talking about the impending birth of their baby, and how Penelope is to be taken in 

for a scan.

232 . 65 17/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon
The director of the Birmingham Reperatory Theatre is interested in 'The God of Glass'.

232 . 65 18/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Advises him to decline offer of photographs from Camera Press, and to use Fay Godwin instead, who Gordon knows 

and who the firm represents.

232 . 65 20/11/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses 'The God of Glass', ' 'The Wise Wound', 'Rainsplitter' and Penelope's pregnancy.  Also, can take 

photographs of themselves

232 . 66 24/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon
Discussions of 'The God of Glass', Penelope's pregnancy, and the writer in residence's job at Falmouth.
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232 . 67 26/11/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses the article for Psychology Today, 'When Is A Curse Not A Curse?' (typed copy is in the archive, reference 

number 98), and wonders if it would be better in something like New Society.  Mentions Gordon's article on 

policemen in The Listener, and the baby's due date.  Informs Gordon of how much work he has ready for 

publication.  They tried to send a greetings telegram to Sir John Falstaff through Robert Nye but problems with 

address.  Could try Alison and Busby for Penelope Shuttle's poetry book ('The Orchard Upstairs?)

232 . 68 26/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove
T. L. Blau

If both Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle were to come up to London, they could be photographed in the 

studio.

232 . 69 29/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the article for Psychology Today and whether it should/can be offered to New Society; will try to find a 

publisher for Redgrove's 350 poems amongst Cape, and Secker and Warburg, and others; thinks that using Alison 

and Busby for Penelope Shuttle's poems is a thought.  Also mentions trying to send telegram to Falstaff through 

Robert Nye, and the position with Eva Figes with regards the fellowship at Falmouth.  Trying to find out if Jenne 

Casarotto has read 'The God of Glass' yet.

232 . 69 04/12/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove
Discusses Penelope's labour, the article for Psychology Today, his 350 poems and 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 70 08/12/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Congratulations on the birth of their baby, Zoe Theresa; most trade publishers have turned down Penelope Shuttle's 

book; written to new editors of Psychology Today; mentions the typing of 'The Wise Wound'; thanks for the three 

books, including 'Signature 25'; mentions 'Rainsplitter', that is now published.

232 . 70 08/12/1976
Charlotte 

Gray

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to article that was commissioned by her predecessor.  When will it be published, and can we have the fee 

now?

232 . 70 14/12/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Gordon writing to Psychology Today and to him not telling them that Penelope Shuttle's poems (possibly 

referring to 'The Orchard Upstairs') were turned down.  Discusses the typing of 'The Wise Wound' and to is own 

poems that he is going to send to Gordon.

232 . 71 12/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

'The Wise Wound' arrived safely at the office.  Refers to some other points in his letter dated 10th January 1977.  

Mentions American programme and Martin Seymour-Smith's review for the Financial Times of 'Rainsplitter', which 

Seymour-Smith was ecstatic about.   Notes added to the letter refer to correspondence in TLS regarding 'The Glass 

Cottage'.

232 . 72 26/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to the proofs of 'From Every Chink of the Ark', the typing of 'The Wise Wound', and some comments that 

Redgrove has made in another letter with regards 'The Wise Wound'.
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232 . 73 03/02/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the excellent reviews Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter' has been getting and the possibility of placing the book in 

America; Gollancz turning down Redgrove's book of poems, which he will offer to other publishers, and how 

publishers are less impressed by good reviews than by book sales.  Works mentioned are 'Jesusa', 'The Guided 

Quest' and 'Mirror of the Giant'.  Refers to 'From Every Chink of the Ark', Psychology Today article, a cassette sent 

to Mike Wearing (of 'The God of Glass'), and the drama producer at Birmingham (the Repertory Theatre)

232 . 74 10/02/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Farago

Letter discusses the staging of 'The God of Glass' and how he has changed his views of it from first reading, hence 

will not stage it.

232 . 74 16/02/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Christophe

r 

MacLehos

e

Dennis (Enright?) has turned down Peter Redgrove's poems.

232 . 74 17/02/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the typing of 'The Wise Wound' and encloses letter from Peter Farago with regards 'The God of Glass', 

dated 10th February 1977 (Ref No 232 . 74).

232 . 74 18/02/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the typing of 'The Wise Wound' and how many copies are needed for various people; and 'This Ceremony 

Moulded Me' (presumably the 350 poems referred to in earlier letters), mentioning Dennis Enright's reading of it.  

Also mentions 'A Book of Contemporary Nightmares', which Enright is reviewing in the TLS today.
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232 . 74 22/02/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Extremely in-depth letter which discusses 'The Wise Wound' and the typing of it, going on to outline his 

disillusionment with publishing in general for both himself and Penelope Shuttle, in relation to Routledge amongst 

others.  Thinks that nobody will publish the poems (This Ceremony Moulded Me - later turned into 'The Weddings 

at Nether Powers') in one book, so may have to split it into two.  Goes on discussing the new novel he is wanting to 

write, 'The Beekeepers', and how he would like to visit Egypt where he wants to set some of the scenes.  Discusses 

the mentality of the reading public and reviewers/publishers, making reference to 'The God of Glass'.  Expresses his 

disgust at the lack of quality in new books that are being published, and refers to 'The Wise Wound' as a spin-off of 

their other work, mentioning 'In The Country of he Skin' and 'Wailing Monkey Embracing A Tree' in particular, and 

hopefully leading to a market for their other works.  Discussion moves back towards 'The Beekeepers' (mentioning 

Penelope Shuttle's 'Mirror of the Giant ' and 'Guided Quest') and how he needs to find a sponsor for the book to 

enable him to travel to Egypt, not only for use with this particular novel, but also to maybe investigate the religion 

of Ancient Egypt and the Osiris - Isis cult.  Also mentions his photographic exhibition at the Art School - Hamilton 

snow-poems, and the possibility of photographing Egypt whilst he is out there.  Ends the letter on a note of 

hopelessness.

232 . 74 24/02/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Letting them know that he has received their letter dated 22nd February 1977 (Ref No 232 . 74) and will reply to it 

soon.

232 . 74 01/03/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Long reply to their letter of 22nd February 1977 (Ref No 232 . 74).  Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and how he agreed 

to represent them because he thought it would be successful in commercial terms, and hence help their other 

work.  Reference is made to another writer Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd represent, and her own similar 

disillusionment, but does not mention her name.  Still believes 'The Wise Wound' will do well in Britain and 

America, and does not think they should regard it as mere popularization.  Goes on to discuss how publishers see 

work and how a good review is not necessarily an indication of quality.  Reference is made to a friend of Gordon's 

who said "the trouble with Peter Redgrove is that he is all genius and no talent", and Gordon continues that this 

means that a lot of Redgrove's work is difficult to read and understand.  Ends the letter with reference to the way in 

which he writes and how the success of 'The Wise Wound' is crucial to how their work will be received in the future.

232 . 74 03/03/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his letter of 1st March 1977 (Ref No 232 . 74).  Makes reference to the poems ( 'This Ceremony 

Moulded Me' ) and what they should do with them, refers to the sponsoring of his novel ('The Beekeepers' we 

presume), the 'talent and genius' quote (Ref No 232 . 74), press cuttings that he has enclosed and the 'The Wise 

Wound'.  He says of the latter that he never meant it was popularization, but that all their work comes from the 

same place within themselves, as poets.
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232 . 75 02/03/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon
Reference to 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing of it.

232 . 75 05/03/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing of it, with reference to Dial and Merek.  'From Every Chink of the 

Ark' has the Poetry Book Society Recommendation for Summer 1977, which is good news for offering 'This 

Ceremony Moulded Me' to Routledge.  Will write 'The God of Glass' as a novel, which will distract from 'The 

Beekeepers', for which he needs a sponsor (an interested party) in order to go to the Arts Council to apply for a 

grant .

232 . 76 25/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Jenne 

Casarotto

Refers to 'The God of Glass' cassette been sent to Birmingham, with reference to the difficulty of a television 

adaptation.

232 . 77 23/03/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

He has read 'The Wise Wound' and enjoyed it immensely, though believes it should be shorter for the 'everyday' 

reader.  Refers to a letter Redgrove sent to Liz Calder with regards the typing of 'The Wise Wound', and also how he 

believes their poems will have a better chance with publishers after 'The Wise Wound' has been published.  

Reference is made to the sponsoring of Redgrove's new novel (we presume 'The Beekeepers').  Mentions 'The Holy 

Sinner' and 'The God of Glass', Redgrove's curriculum vitae, and discusses the Dial Press.  Refers to 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark' in connection with the Poetry Book Society, 'This Ceremony Moulded Me' and the translating of 

'The God of Glass' into a novel.

232 . 77 24/03/1977

Ms 

(Beverley) 

Hayne

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the article for Psychology Today and the fact that Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle cannot/will not 

now change it, especially as it was delivered seven months earlier.

232 . 77 25/03/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

An in-depth letter, the bulk of which concerns 'The Wise Wound' and the publishing/cutting of it, giving their 

reasons against too much cutting of the book. The remainder discusses the sponsorship of 'The Beekeepers' and 

how they will wait to see how Peter's poems will be received by Norman Franklin.

232 . 78 09/05/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the editing of 'The Wise Wound' and the distribution of money; also New Society have acknowledged the 

arrival of their Psychology Today article.
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232 . 79 08/06/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to the Falmouth Fellowship in Creative Writing; a letter that Gordon has sent to Hensler (presumably 

referring to Alannah Hensler of the BBC); 'The God of Glass'; the legal reading of the manuscript of 'The Wise 

Wound'; Redgrove's correspondence with Philippa MacLiesh at the Society of Authors.

232 . 79 08/06/1977
Robert 

Cornfield

Joyce 

Engelson

Writing with concern the legal reading of 'The Wise Wound', saying that she believes there is no real need for one, 

but one can be arranged if desired.

232 . 80 29/06/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the worsening situation at the Art School and his intentions to leave; the selling of their house in order to 

move nearer to London; the feelings of 'hatred' from publishers towards Redgrove's work, that Gordon has told him 

about; and the outline of his plans for the next year, which include the writing/drafting of 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist', 'Feminine Creativity', and 'The Beekeepers'.

232 . 80 30/06/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to Redgrove's letter dated 29th June 1977 (Ref No 232 . 80), saying he believes a move nearer to London 

would be a good thing, especially as they get to meet publishers face to face.  'The God of Glass' is also mentioned.

232 . 81 07/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Could they borrow back a typescript of 'The Wise Wound' for Gill Coleridge, who deals with serial rights, to have a 

look at.

232 . 81 16/07/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Will send a copy of 'The Wise Wound' with a view to serialization; received BBC cheque for 'The God of Glass'; 

mentions Spare Rib and Alison & Busby; arranged a copy-editing session with Liz (Calder) regarding 'The Wise 

Wound'; mentions doctorate (Leeds/Cambridge); reference is made to Kate Busby, his student who got a first from 

the college; looks forward to reading Gordon's new novel.

232 . 82 08/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Margot 

Edwards
Copies of the reviews of 'The God of Glass' from the New Statesman and the Times were with this letter.

232 . 83 31/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Reference is made to a letter from Joyce Engelson to Liz Calder, we presume with regards 'The Wise Wound'; also 

congratulates him on winning Prudence Farmer prize, and on the review of 'The God of Glass' which was in the 

Financial Times.

232 . 83 02/09/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Mentions 'The Thingers' and 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.  Discusses Penelope Shuttle's manuscript ('The Orchard 

Upstairs' we presume); 'The Wise Wound' and the editing of it; 'The God of Glass'; says he should be able to send 

manuscript of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' before the end of the month; new menstruation book is 

provisionally called 'The Mirror of the Goddess'.  Also mentions 'Autobioduography'.

232 . 84 06/09/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon
Covering letter enclosing Penelope Shuttle's poems ('The Orchard Upstairs' we presume).
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232 . 85 12/09/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

W. H. Allen refused 'The God of Glass', which is now with Michael Joseph, and, if refused, will be passed to David 

Hughes at Harvester Press.

232 . 86 29/09/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Letter concerning the publishing of 'The God of Glass', both in hardback and in paper back, with reference to many 

publishing houses.

232 . 86 04/10/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Gordon's letter of 29th September 1977 (Ref No 232 . 86) with regards 'The God of Glass'; discusses the 

situation with 'The Wise Wound', particularly with reference to Joyce Engelson; sends 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist', which he suggests could be sent round under a pseudonym (he suggests David Cestrilli); ends with a 

Blake quote from 'The Marriage of Heaven and Hell - A Memorable Fancy' (Ll 27-32) - re: Prolific and Devouring.

232 . 87 06/10/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' arrived safely; doesn't think pseudonym of David Cestrilli is a good idea; refers to 

Joyce Engelson with regards 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 87 10/10/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses what they have written about 'The Curse' for the TLS; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' in relation to 

rights, pseudonym, the Plymouth Theatre Company, the National Theatre, typing and Routledge; Joyce Engelson's 

reactions to 'The Wise Wound'; 'From Every Chink of the Ark' in relation to reviews, and in particularly the fact that 

he rather feels this and Ted Hughes' new book (Gaudete) may be set against each other in a forthcoming review in 

the November London Magazine; obligations to Routledge with regards fiction, including 'The Beekeepers', 'The 

Glass Cottage' and 'The Wise Wound'.  This letter has a draft copy of the back page attached to it.

232 . 88 11/10/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Thanks them for the copy of the TLS review of 'The Curse'; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' has started being 

typed; spoken to Bob Cornfield about the rest of their advance for 'The Wise Wound', and mentioned there may be 

a sequel; mentions Craig Raine and Kathleen Raine, and photographs of them all (Peter Redgrove, Penelope Shuttle 

and Zoe) in the London Magazine; refers to Robert Nye and his writing of his book ('Merlin', Hamilton, 1978).  Also 

mentions their options with regards Routledge.

232 . 88 19/10/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses his playlet 'The Hypnotist', as well as 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and 'The God of Glass', with a view 

to turning 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' into a TV play; mentions 'The Mirror of the Goddess' and asks for 

Gordon's advice concerning a formal proposal for a BA in creative writing, making reference to an article in Poetry 

Survey.

232 . 89 21/10/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Received from Dial the cancellation agreement for 'The Wise Wound'; mentions their contribution to Geoffrey 

Grigson's anthology, which appeared in the Guardian.
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232 . 90 24/10/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses 'The Hypnotist', which reminded him of Ionesco's 'The Lesson', in relation to Mike Waring.  Mentions 

Brian Miller and the BA in creative writing, as well as referring to 'The Wise Wound', of which both the Observer's 

and the Sunday Times' will not take an extract.

232 . 91 08/11/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Margot 

Edwards
Note concerning the typing of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'.

232 . 92 13/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Note concerning sales of 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.

232 . 92 16/12/1977
Norman 

Franklin

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the sales of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and goes on to discuss a possible contract for his new book, 'The 

Thingers', in the light of 'From Every Chink of the Ark's' success.  Mentions the options clauses (with regards 

Routledge), referring to 'The Beekeepers, and wants some information on how books are published/sold in 

America.

232 . 92 16/12/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses 'The Wise Wound' and the NT (National Theatre) contract; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and an 

article from Delta regarding 'The God of Glass'.  Mentions the sales of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and continues 

with the situation with Routledge regarding 'The Beekeepers' and the options clause.  Refers to publication of 

poetry in America, and the cover for 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 92 16/12/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses options clauses with Routledge, and urges Gordon to try to sort it out and clarify the situation for them.  

Works referred to are 'The Wise Wound', 'The Glass Cottage', 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 'The God of Glass', 'The 

Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' and 'The Beekeepers'.

232 . 92 20/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Terence 

Lucas
Note about 'From Every Chink of the Ark' sales and advertising.

232 . 92 20/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin
Would like to go ahead with 'The Thingers'; refers to American sales of poetry as usually disappointing.

232 . 92 20/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the options clause with Routledge, referring to 'The Beekeepers', 'The God of Glass', 'From Every Chink of 

the Ark' and 'The Great Hypnotist'; mentions National Theatre contract; discusses 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' 

and 'The God of Glass', the latter with regards paperback houses, and the Delta review.  Also refers to 'The 

Thingers', Ted Hughes writing to Harper & Row, 'From Every Chink of the Ark' getting into the Guardian's Top Shelf, 

a letter from Engelson to Liz Calder and the cover for 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 92 28/12/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses options clauses with Routledge, referring to 'The God of Glass', 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 'The 

Thingers' and 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.

232 . 92
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

O'Connor
Note concerning sales - we are not told what of, but presume it is 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.
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232 . 93 10/01/1978
Mr (Giles) 

Gordon
Colin Rose Refers to the "writers' wartime childhood" project, and a script they have commissioned from John Osborne.

232 . 94 29/12/1977
Giles 

Gordon

John 

Coleby
Letter concerning Platform Commission (will probably be referring to 'Finding A Ghost').

232 . 94 29/12/1977
Giles 

Gordon

T. G. 

Rosenthal
Letter concerning 'The God of Glass' and how he believes it should go as an instant paperback.

232 . 94 04/01/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Discusses the option clauses with regards Routledge; mentions 'From Every Chink of the Ark' selling out its printing; 

Redgrove keeping American rights on 'Thingers'; 'The Wise Wound' proofs; discusses 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist' with regards commercialism and 'The God of Glass'; mentions maybe Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd 

should deal with Norman Franklin if they are to offer him 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; adds some comments 

of his own on 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', mentioning 'The Tempest' and 'Paradise Lost'.

232 . 94 04/01/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Sends cheque from John Coleby of National Theatre concerning Platform Commission (presumably for 'Finding A 

Ghost'); refers to Neil Roberts' article in Delta on 'The God of Glass' and 'Gaudete'.

232 . 94 06/01/1978
Mr 

Rosenthal

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter concerning what Redgrove sees as Rosenthal's misunderstanding of the book 'The God of Glass', and 

explaining what he meant in it, referring to 'The Exorcist' (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973), Aeschylus, Freud, 

'Gaudete', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and 'The Wise Wound'.

232 . 94 19/01/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Quest magazine in America looking for poems from British writers; mentions Martin Dodsworth in the Guardian 

(review of 'From Every Chink of the Ark'); mentions 'Happiness'.

232 . 94 24/01/1978
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

bodyn depth letter covering a number of things:  contributing to Quest magazine; 'The Thingers'; 'The Hypnotist' 

playlet at Plymouth; reactions to prospective books from publishers; the sequel to 'The Wise Wound' and how they 

want to write a book about sex-magic as well as undertake further research for 'The Beekeepers'; Gordon's 

misunderstanding of 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', referring to 'On The Marble Cliffs' and 'The God of Glass'; 

lists of publishers who have turned their work down; an article that they did for Spare Rib ("When Is A Curse Not A 

Curse?" - typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98); and Penelope Shuttle's work, including 'The Mirror of 

the Giant' and the radio play 'The Dauntless Girl'.
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232 . 94 28/01/1978
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter outlining their disappointment and disillusionment with how Gordon is representing them, referring to 'The 

Wise Wound', 'The God of Glass' and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', and wondering if they should perhaps find 

another agent to represent them.   There is the draft and the top copy of this letter.

232 . 95 07/09/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Aubrey 

Davis
Letter turning down 'The God of Glass'.

232 . 95 20/09/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Alan 

Brooke

Congratulates Giles Gordon on review of his new novel (presumably '100 Scenes From Married Life') in Sunday 

Times; turns down 'The God of Glass', mentions James Herriot in connection with the Fay Godwin project.

232 . 95 10/11/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Patricia 

Parkin
Mike Bailey does not think 'The God of Glass' is commercial, and she agrees.

232 . 95 07/12/1977
Giles 

Gordon

Richard 

Evans
Turns down 'The God of Glass', as is unsure of its commercial potential.

232 . 95 03/01/1978
Giles 

Gordon

Jonathan 

Galassi
Wants the name of Peter Redgrove's publisher.

232 . 95 02/02/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Letter covering a lot of issues: Ted Hughes' letter to them; the publishing of poetry in America with reference to 

Frances McCullough; 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' which Liz Calder wants to enter in the Gollancz and Pan 

Fantasy Competition; 'The God of Glass'; article 'When Is A Curse Not A Curse?' (typed copy is in the archive, 

reference number 98); letter from Jonathan Galassi at Houghton Mifflin (Ref No 232 . 95); Quest magazine; 'The 

Hypnotist' play at Plymouth; Redgrove's volume of poems; Shuttle's radio play ('The Dauntless Girl'); Harper's 

Queen wanting to use an extract from 'The Wise Wound'; and their implication in an earlier letter that he was no 

longer committed to them.

232 . 95 07/02/1978
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses relieving Gordon of their commercial work, making reference to Routledge, Marion (Boyars?) and the 

letter from Aubrey Davis (Ref No 232 . 95), and regarding 'The God of Glass' and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; 

goes on to discuss the Art School and that Routledge are publishing his next four books, 'The God of Glass', 'The 

Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 'The Beekeepers' and 'Thingers' (which is now called 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers').  Then goes on to answer Gordon's letter dated 2nd February 1978 point by point (Ref No 232 . 95), 

discussing the different scenarios that could come about depending on the level of success of 'The Wise Wound', 

relating it to publishing.
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232 . 95 15/02/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Letter replying to Redgrove's dated 7th February 1978 (Ref No 232 . 95).  Discusses the situation with publishers 

and the publishing of their work, and 'The Wise Wound' and how well people are receiving it.  Also refers to his own 

work; he is working on an anthology of Scottish Stories since 1940, for Hamish Hamilton.

232 . 96 16/02/1978
Giles 

Gordon
Nick Webb Regrets that he has to turn down 'The God of Glass' for commercial reasons.

232 . 96 27/02/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to letter from Nick Webb dated 16th February 1978 (Ref No 232 . 96) with regards 'The God of Glass'; 

mentions Shuttle's radio play ('The Dauntless Girl'), 'The Hypnotist' at Plymouth, and interviews with Carol Dix.

232 . 97 14/03/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon
Thanks for the copy of Kate Raby's book.

232 . 98 20/03/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to 'Finding A Ghost' which he suggests could be done as a platform play by the National Theatre.  Also 

mentions it in relation to television possibilities, along with  'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'.

232 . 99 10/04/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Rosalie 

Swedlin

Thinks 'Finding A Ghost' too theatrical ("black theatre") for television, though is interested in anything else he has 

written for the theatre that may have television possibilities.

232 . 99 14/04/1978

Ms 

(Rosalie) 

Swedlin

Peter 

Redgrove

If 'Finding A Ghost' were to be adapted for television, would replace "black theatre" with a television set. Mentions 

'The Hypnotist' which he thinks would be a natural for television.

233 . 01 17/11/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

In-depth letter concerning 'The Glass Cottage', 'The Wise Wound', 'Jesusa', 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove' and a 

Peter Redgrove interview with the Hudson Review (see Vol XXVIII, No 3, Autumn 75, interview by Rasula and Erwin).  

Gordon discusses 'The Glass Cottage' in relation to 'In The Country of the Skin' and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and 

talks about finding a paperback home for it; discusses his own views of it, mentioning Dante's Hell.  Mentions 

Hudson interview and paperback copies of Redgrove's selected poems, and preview of Knopf Menstruation book 

(Weideger's 'Menstruation and Menopause').  Discusses 'The Wise Wound' with regards title and a sheet of data 

that he feels should be included with the sample chapters.  Discusses Penelope Shuttle's 'Jesusa' with regards 

publishing, and wonders whether she had thought of translating 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove' into a fairy tale for 

adults.  Suggests their next project should be 'The Gospel According to Mary'  Copy of terms of delivery for 'The 

Wise Wound' and copy of review of Weideger's book, from Virginia Kirkus, stapled to the letter - see 233.
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233 . 01 21/11/1975
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

In-depth reply to Gordon's letter dated 17th November 75 (Ref No 233 . 01) discussing: 'The Glass Cottage' with 

reference to 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 'The White Monument' and 'The God of Glass'; Weideger's book; 'The 

Wise Wound' and the title and data page; 'Jesusa' and the possibility of translating 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove' 

into a fairy tale, which leads them to think of offering a commission including 'The Girl Who Lost Her Glove' and 'The 

Dauntless Girl' as fairy tales, 'The Glass Cottage', and 'The Gospel of Mary'; like the idea of turning their radio plays 

into novels.

233 . 02 18/12/1975

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Short letter concerning 'The Wise Wound' material that Norman Franklin has returned to Gordon a letter Franklin 

wrote to the Times; two letters from Redgrove and Shuttle dated 6th and 10th December; something to do with 

television, (though we are not told what); and the RSC.  Letter by Franklin to the Times with regards registered 

documents - see 233.

233 . 03 28/05/1976
Bob 

Cornfield

Patricia 

Irving

Irving does not want to publish 'The Glass Cottage', though goes into some detail in her praising of it.  However, she 

found it overall to be too perplexing.

233 . 03 15/06/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Refers to a postcard they sent to Gordon of St Nectan's Kieve; discusses the cheque from Wallace, Aitken and Sheil 

for 'The Wise Wound'; mentions Maureen (Duffy), Brigid (Brophy), and Elaine Steel regarding the BBC, and a letter 

from Liz Calder concerning quoting from other writers; refers to letter from Patricia Irving about 'The Glass Cottage' 

(Ref No 233 . 03).

233 . 03 17/06/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the letter from Patricia Irving re: 'The Glass Cottage' (Ref No 233 . 03); refers to letter from Liz Calder (we 

presume about permission for quoting other authors); mentions BBC in relation to 'Snow Black', a play by Shuttle 

(we are not told which one), and Redgrove's 'Holy Sinner'.

233 . 04 12/08/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the need for a good accountant; discusses 'The Glass Cottage' in relation to a passage he has quoted 

(from Gerald Massey's 'The Natural Genesis') which may be an infringement of copyright.

233 . 04 24/08/1976
Giles 

Gordon

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses 'The Glass Cottage' with regards the possible copyright infringement, saying that Massey's 'The Natural 

Genesis' was originally printed in 1883 in London; refers to a letter he has written to Samuel Weiser (the American 

publishers of Massey's book); asked Routledge to let Redgrove know if they offer any of his books for an American 

edition, and will tell them if Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd do the same; mentions 'Skin' ('In The Country of the Skin'), 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and 'The Glass Cottage'  There are three copies of this letter.
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233 . 04 24/08/1976

People at 

Samuel 

Weiser

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter apologising for not acknowledging them in relation to the quote from 'The Natural Genesis', and explaining 

how this happened There are four copies of this letter, and four copies of the quote Redgrove used (see Ref 233), 

which appears in 'The Glass Cottage' on pp. 172-173 (published by Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, 1976), and was 

taken from the 1883 edition of 'The Natural Genesis', Vol. I, p. 462.

233 . 05 23/09/1976 Liz Calder

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Refers to an enclosed (we do not know what) in relation to 'The Wise Wound', and to 'The Glass Cottage'.

233 . 06 05/10/1978 Liz Calder
Giles 

Gordon

Note to let her know that Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd will not longer be dealing with the work of Peter Redgrove 

and Penelope Shuttle, except for anything emanating from 'The Wise Wound'.  Mentions also 'The Mirror of the 

Goddess'.

233 . 06 05/10/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Giles 

Gordon

Letter formally agreeing to cease to deal with Redgrove and Shuttle's work.  Refers to a letter Gordon sent to them, 

and one they sent to Gordon, both dated 2nd October; to the top copy of 'The Wise Wound'; Kate Raby's 'The 

Island'; and Redgrove's poetry in relation to finding an American publisher.

233 . 07 28/12/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Paul 

Marsh
Refers to tax form from Anton Felton, and an advance from German publishers, Bosch & Keuning.

233 . 08 06/10/1981
Peter 

Redgrove

Giles 

Gordon

Letter explaining why Anthony Sheil Associates Ltd cannot represent Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle's work 

again, referring to Higham, and Andrew Hewson at John Johnson.  Also mentions Livia Gollancz with regards the 

sequel to 'The Wise Wound'.

234 . 01 01/08/1973
Hilda 

Trench

Peter 

Redgrove

Four page in-depth and distressed letter mentioning Tuesday night writing group, and outlines Redgrove's feelings 

about Falmouth Art School and the way he has been treated; discusses past student successes, mentioning Trevor 

Bent, Dennis Lowe, David Westby, Michael Finn, Barbara Allen, Jo Wallace, Peter Porter and Allan Green; does not 

feel he can stay at the college; discusses article he wrote for Arts Council of Great Britain entitled 'The Writer in 

Education', and how the Treasury have allowed funds to subsidise writers' fellowships; ends letter by referring to his 

illness from the previous winter, his parents, Avebury, and the Tuesday night writing group.
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234 . 01 02/08/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Hilda 

Trench

Reply to letter dated 01/08/73 (Ref No 234 . 01); will ponder the letter whilst Redgrove is on holiday, and they may 

have to force the situation (at the Art School) when he returns; will always support Redgrove; mentions the 

pressure from outside that the school is under; sends him a poem - 'Soft As The Skin of a Dove's Eye' - see 234.

234 . 02 03/09/1973

Donald 

(Measham 

probably)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter referring to tour in Matlock, then outlines a three course structure which Redgrove would be able to teach: 

The Grammar of Intuition; Introductory Creative Writing course; Senior Writing course.

234 . 03 23/09/1973
Northern 

Arts

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter of application to Northern Arts for a literary fellowship.  Letter covers Redgrove's teaching (present job); 

what he could offer the job he is applying for; and his publications, mentioning edition of 'Selected Essays of C. G. 

Jung', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Glass Cottage', 'The New Greek Tragedy' (ION 

translation), and 'Selected Poems 1954-1974'.  Job advertisment is in the archive, Ref No 234.

234 . 04 28/09/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Finn

Mentions a meeting with Redgrove; refers to both of them (presumably Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle) 

reading from 'In The Country of the Skin'.

234 . 04 05/11/1973
Michael 

Finn

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter concerning two jobs, one as full chair (O'Connor Professor of Literature) at Colgate University, NY, and one in 

Corsham (Bath Academy of Art).  He is asking for Finn's advice on what to do, mentioning that he will not be 

returning to Falmouth.

234 . 04 08/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Finn

Mentions Redgrove's offer from Colgate University (O'Connor Professor of Literature chair), and goes on to discuss 

what is happening at Corsham (Bath Academy of Art) with regards a new course, mentioning the National Council 

and the LEA.  Discusses Redgrove's thinking of leaving Falmouth, and work in America; refers to a broadcast on the 

18th (Of Nov?).

234 . 05 02/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

A. D. 

Brewis
Acknowledgement of Redgrove's application for Northern Arts Literary Fellowship, 1974/6.

234 . 06 04/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Hertz

Acknowledgement of application for Chair and Headship of Department of English at University of Birmingham.  

Information on job description and conditions of service in archive, Ref 234.

234 . 07 02/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

D. W. 

Carruthers
Refers to the fee for a lecture Redgrove will be giving at the polytechnic the following week.

234 . 08 19/02/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

N. J. 

Denton
Covering letter with details for post of Director of Victorian College of Arts.  Job information in the archvie, Ref 234.
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234 . 08 24/02/1974
Mr. 

Denton

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter sent with details for post of Director of Victorian College of Arts (dated 19/02/74, Ref No 234 . 08).  

Will not apply for this post, but would like to be considered as head of a department like the colleges' drama 

department, and gives his background to support the application.

234 . 09 04/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

N. J. 

Denton

Reply to Redgrove's application for head of department at Victorian College of Arts (see letters with Ref No 234 . 

08).  No post available, but will keep application on file.

234 . 10 13/05/1974
Penelope 

Shuttle

Patricia 

Hertz

Acknowledgement of some enclosures sent to University of Birmingham with regards Redgrove's application for 

Chair and Headship of the Department of English at this University.

234 . 11 20/09/1975

The Vice-

Chancellor 

(Bristol)

Peter 

Redgrove

Speculative letter seeking employment at Bristol University.  Outlines Redgrove's skills in forming Creative Writing 

groups, mentioning 'The Group'; in teaching interdisciplinary subjects; and his published work.  Mentions the 

Cheltenham Festival.

234 . 12 03/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Dr. A. W. 

Merrison
Sorry to say cannot offer him employment (see Ref No 234 . 11).

234 . 12 09/10/1975
Dr. 

Merrison

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks for the letter dated 03/10/75 (Ref No 234 . 12).  Mentions scheme of funding by Arts Council of Great Britain 

to engage writers as University Fellows; his radio plays 'The Holy Sinner' (adapted from Thomas Mann), 'Dance the 

Putrefact' and 'The God of Glass'.

235 . 01 23/11/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Reply to a letter Redgrove sent to him, mentioning the falling through of the Poet-In-Residence plans at the 

University, the Prix Italia (which his play 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' won), and the Scottish Tour next year; the 

TLS (Times Literary Supplement) and LRB (London Review of Books) responses to 'Facilitators' and some poems in 

Manhattan Review; the St Andrews books (see letter dated 10th October 1982, Ref No 235 a . 39), and a book 

someone called Jenny translated, plus something of Bradshaw's (not named); Redgrove's letter in the LRB next to 

Professor Jenkins's one; batch of poems sent to Bradshaw by the LRB, including Mahon, Douglas Dunn's 'Europa's 

Love', and Gillian Clarke's 'Letter from a Far Country'.

235 . 01 27/11/1982
Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 23rd November 1982 (Ref No 235 . 01) mentioning the book Bradshaw sent him; Professor 

Jenkins; Karl (Miller); Gillian Clarkes' 'Letter from a Far Country'; Douglas Dunn's writing ('Europa's Love' we 

presume); questions about the poems in Manhattan Review, which, Redgrove says, is his new book evolving ('Man 

Named East').

235 . 02 12/01/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Gray

Inviting Redgrove to undertake a reading tour of Scotland, taking in the Universities of Stirling, Dundee, Edinburgh 

and Glasgow.    This letter is actually dated 1981, but the reply to it is dated 26th January 1982 (Ref No 235 . 02), so 

we presume that the date it has been given, above, is the correct one.

Page 261 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

235 . 02 26/01/1982
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Cannot undertake a tour of Scotland this academic year, but would gladly do one next academic year; would they 

be interested in a joint reading by himself and Penelope Shuttle; mentions Professor Jeffares who Redgrove knew at 

Leeds and refers to a piece of work Redgrove is writing on Yeats.

235 . 02 09/02/1982
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove
Cannot visit Scotland in October as he is doing a tour of the Welsh Universities, so can another date be arranged.

235 . 02 30/08/1982
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the tour of the Welsh Universities; his early retirement from the Art School in Falmouth; could St Andrews 

University be added to the Scottish tour in October/November 1983.

235 . 02 09/09/1982
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Gray

Refers to Redgrove's early retirement; the coming tour of Scottish Universities; interest expressed by Glasgow 

University (P. Hobsbaum) and the Third Eye Centre (Glasgow); will Redgrove be reading with or without Penelope 

Shuttle?.

235 . 02 14/09/1982
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Penelope Shuttle will be reading with him on the Scottish Tour if that is possible; would like to fit the tour in before 

or after a psychological workshop in Leeds during November 12th and 13th.

235 . 02 21/12/1982
Martin 

Gray

Dr Hilda D. 

Spear

Refers to a visit by Peter Porter that was very successful, and would like to book Peter Redgrove and Penelope 

Shuttle.

235 . 02 12/01/1983
Martin 

Gray

Ian 

Campbell
Would like to book Peter Redgrove to read, but needs to know financial and schedule details.

235 . 02 28/01/1983
Martin 

Gray

M. A. 

McDiarmi

d

Unable to offer a reading to Dannie Abse, but are interested in one by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle.

235 . 02 02/02/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Martin 

Gray

Writing with regards the forthcoming Scottish tour of readings, mentioning the Association for Speaking Verse as 

well as Glasgow University and Strathclyde University.

235 . 02 08/02/1983
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Scottish tour referring to Graham Bradshaw of St Andrews, and the Association for Speaking Verse, with 

reference to Penelope Shuttle's verse; mentions that OUP (Oxford University Press) will have published 'The Child 

Stealer' by November (the time of the tour).

235 . 02 08/02/1983
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Please send a final list of venues for the Scottish tour as soon as possible, so Redgrove and Shuttle can commit to 

other things on other dates; they mention jobs in London and some television work on Shakespeare's Sonnets.

235 . 02 16/06/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Dr Hilda D. 

Spear
Confirmation of booking for reading by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle on the evening of the 17th November.
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235 . 02 21/06/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Donald 

Fraser

Confirmation of booking for reading by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle in the afternoon of the 17th 

November.

235 . 02 21/06/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Ian 

Campbell

Confirmation of booking of reading by Peter Redgrove on the evening of the 16th November, mentioning the 

Scottish Association for the Speaking of Verse.

235 . 02 25/06/1983 Dr Spear
Peter 

Redgrove
Confirmation of the reading by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle on the 17th November.

235 . 02 25/06/1983
Mr 

Campbell

Peter 

Redgrove
Confirmation of the reading on 16th November.

235 . 02 08/07/1983
Donald 

Fraser

Peter 

Redgrove

Confirmation of the reading by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle on the 17th November, mentioning Martin 

Gray, and the readings in Glasgow and Dundee.

235 . 02 04/08/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Shonagh 

Irvine

Would like to clarify whether Penelope Shuttle will be reading with Peter Redgrove on the Scottish tour, and is a 

little concerned about fees.

235 . 02 08/08/1983 Ms Irvine
Peter 

Redgrove

Confirms that Penelope Shuttle will be reading with him on the Scottish tour, as has already been agreed by some 

venues; mentions joint fee; refers to Third Eye Centre (Glasgow); Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle are relying 

on Scottish Arts Council to plan their itinerary.

235 . 03 21/01/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Dawson

Discusses a new scheme Yorkshire Arts Association is initialising to try to get tours of readings organised, and 

wonders if Peter Redgrove would be interested in undertaking such a tour in the Yorkshire region.  For entries with 

Ref No 235 . 03, see also Ref No 235 . 31 and 235 . 34.

235 . 03 24/01/1983
Michael 

Dawson

Peter 

Redgrove

Would be happy to undertake a tour in Yorkshire in either March or April 1984; wonders if Yorkshire Arts 

Association would be interested in a joint reading by himself and Penelope Shuttle.

235 . 03 28/02/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Sykes

Would like to book Peter Redgrove for 11th-17th March to do a tour, and agrees on Redgrove's fee; interested in 

the idea of Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle doing a joint tour, but needs details of what their fee would be for 

this.

235 . 03 04/03/1983
Graham 

Sykes

Peter 

Redgrove

Confirms the dates of 11th-17th March for a reading; offers a sum for the fee they would want for a joint tour; 

refers to the Ilkley Festival; wonders if Sheffield University is on the list of venues, mentioning the student magazine 

'Arrows'.

235 . 03 07/03/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Sykes

Confirms a joint booking for Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle on 11th-17th March; will write to Sheffield 

(University) with regards adding it to their list of venues.

235 . 04 07/03/1983
Jeanie 

Powys

Chris 

Walker

Card asking for a brochure for the Dartington Conference 'Imagination and Reality', and for Peter Redgrove's 

address.  See Ref No 235 . 25 (dated 10th January 1984).
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235 . 05 11/05/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Penny 

Forster

Mentions post-filming work; refers to Maenporth Beach, Padstow, Judith (Higginbottom, we presume), and 'The 

'Oss' (Blue Ribbon).  Also mentions Chris (Rawlence) and Mike Dibb.  'The 'Oss' is a reference to the 'Obby 'Oss 

(Hobby Horse) ceremony that takes place in Padstow on May 1st.  'About Time' is an interview about this ceremony.

235 . 05 14/06/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

(we 

presume)

Michael 

Dibb

Getting on well with 'About Time'.  Encloses a card detailing transmission dates for two fims Dibb has directed for 

Channel Four - 'William Morris' and 'John Ruskin'.  See Ref No 235 for the card

235 . 05 18/06/1983
Penny 

Forster

Peter 

Redgrove

Offers some dates when Redgrove will be able to meet with Forster regarding 'About Time', mentioning his Clock 

poem; refers to his introduction to Judith Higginbottom's work; 'Memories of the Future'; Peter Fuller with regards 

to Freud, as oppose to Jung; and feminine sexuality, sending her an article from the TLS outlining his and Shuttle's 

views on it.

235 . 05 27/06/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Penny 

Forster

Reply to letter dated 18th June 1983.  Refers to article by Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle from TLS (on 

feminine sexuality); all agree they should meet in November; refers to their new producer, Sophie Balhetchet and 

mentions Redgrove's and Judith's (Higginbottom) interviews; mentions the Morris film and Ruskin film (by Dibb), 

and Peter Fuller; mentions Chris (Rawlence) and Mike (Dibb).

235 . 05 28/06/1983
Penny 

Forster

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to their forthcoming meeting in November; goes into some detail about the William Morris film, mentioning 

Chiswick Mall and 'News From Nowhere'; also discusses the coming John Ruskin film in light of the feminine; 

mentions Redgrove and Shuttle's article (from the TLS) on feminine sexuality.

235 . 05 28/06/1983
Penny 

Forster

Peter 

Redgrove

Encloses an interview (we are not told where from) for Chris (Rawlence) and Mike (Dibb); discusses Chris Knight's 

work on dualities of the menstrual clock, mentioning Knight's article in 'Man' (Journal of the Royal Anthropological 

Society: March '83 entitled 'Levi-Strauss and the Serpent').

235 . 05 22/07/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Penny 

Forster

Refers to their forthcoming meeting in November; Redgrove's comments on the Morris film, mentioning Mike 

(Dibb); lack of reviews for both Morris and Ruskin films, though may have something to do with Peter Fuller; 

interview from Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle (see letter dated 28th June 1983, Ref No 235 . 05) which 

Forster has passed on to Chris (Rawlence) and Mike (Dibb); refers to Chris Knight article from 'Man' ('Levi-Strauss 

and the Serpent').

235 . 05 29/07/1983
Penny 

Forster

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Ruskin film - he only saw part of it but liked what he saw; meeting in November; Morris film; Chris Knight 

article from 'Man' ('Levi-Strauss and the Serpent'), and a copy of an explanatory piece Redgrove wrote on it for the 

American magazine Sulfur.

Page 264 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

235 . 05 03/09/1983
Penny 

Forster

Peter 

Redgrove

Did she get Chris Knight article (from 'Man' entitled 'Levi-Strauss and the Serpent'); sent her two more interviews 

for Chris (Rawlence) and Mike (Dibb).

235 . 05 26/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Penny 

Forster

Refers to the two interviews Redgrove sent Forster (see letter dated 3rd September 1983, Ref No 235 . 05), 

especially the Manhattan Review one (Scientist of the Strange), mentioning witches and midwives; Chris Knight 

article (from 'Man' entitled 'Levi-Strauss and the Serpent'); meeting in November.

235 . 05 11/10/1983
Penny 

Forster

Peter 

Redgrove

Request instructions for their meeting on 10th November, mentioning reading tour of Bristol, York, six Scottish 

Universities, and the Poetry Society in London; would like some advance notice on questions; enclosed something 

on Gender roles (recently published), though we are not given the title; requests no outdoor filming.

235 . 05 29/10/1983
Michael 

Dibb

Peter 

Redgrove
Confirmation of address from 9th November till 29th November; reiterates request for no outdoor filming.

235 . 05

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Chris 

Rawlence
Mentions Padstow, and their meeting in November.  Postcard

235 . 06 25/06/1983

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

Peter 

Redgrove

Returning contracts; mentions Secretariat's support; Poetry Society visit in November and how Peter Redgrove and 

Penelope Shuttle can do joint readings if desired; discusses teaching job, which Redgrove no longer does; refers to 

next book of poems, 'The Witch Who Loves Us', and a new radio play.  Presume 'The Witch Who Loves Us' became 

'The Man Named East'.

235 . 06 08/07/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

Refers to readings, mentioning the York University Poetry Society; Hilary Davies' plans for the ARGO evening; grant 

from ACGB ( Arts Council of Great Britain ).

235 . 06 12/07/1983

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Clunies-Ross' letter dated 8th July 1983 (Ref No 235 . 06) mentioning Scottish tour (Scottish Arts Council) 

and Argo; refers to new book of poems ('The Witch Who Loves Us').  Presume 'The Witch Who Loves Us' became 

'The Man Named East'.

235 . 06 13/10/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

Colin Fry would like them both to read at his workshop in Tunbridge Wells, and requests some publicity material.

Page 265 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

235 . 06 29/10/1983

Pamela 

Clunies-

Ross

Peter 

Redgrove

Looking forward to the Argo reading; Tunbridge Wells reading; gives their address for between 9th and 29th of 

November.

235 . 06 13/11/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Hilary 

Davies

Confirms meeting of 24th November; sets out itinerary for the evening, mentioning George Szirtes, Barnaby Reeves, 

David Constantine, and Peter Redgrove; refers to Bruce Meyer's visit to Cornwall, and an article by Redgrove on 

Hughes in the TLS; refers to her dissatisfaction with regards her own writing.

235 . 06
Peter 

Redgrove

Hilary 

Davies
Refers to  , Redgrove's readings, Pamela Clunies-Ross, and her own teaching job.  Compliment slip

235 . 07 10/08/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Shonagh 

Irvine

Refers to a letter Redgrove sent to her (dated 8th August 1983, Ref No 235 . 02) which she will pass to Ian Campbell 

at Edinburgh University; joint readings between Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle, and 'The Wise Wound'.

235 . 08 11/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Parr

Would like to invite them both to do a reading at the London Buddhist Centre on 11th November, but can only offer 

a set amount for the fee; refers to lack of funding from the Poetry Society and the GLAA (Greater London Arts 

Association, maybe), and mentions Local Authority grants; refers to "the Totleigh course" and how it has helped 

Parr's writing (encloses two poems - 'Night-Travellers' and 'Blackie' - see Ref No 235).

235 . 09 06/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove
G Wild

Inviting them both to come and read in Kingswood on 11th November, mentioning Charles Causley, Adrian Mitchell, 

Laurie Lee, and Redgrove's 'Sons of my Skin'.  Also refers to the Poetry Secretariat in London.

235 . 09 14/09/1983 Mr Wild
Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter inviting them to read on 11th November, accepting the invitation.  Refers to Penelope Shuttle, 'The 

Wise Wound', Shuttle's two books of poetry from OUP (Oxford University Press), Marion Boyars, their fee and some 

material he can send to help promote discussion.

235 . 09 20/09/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

G Wild Confirmation of their reading on 11th November, and information on the itinerary for the evening.

235 . 09 23/09/1983
Mrs 

Whittaker

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Discusses details for the forthcoming reading in Kingswood on the 11th November.
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235 . 09 06/10/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Mrs P 

Whittaker

Discusses changes to the details for the reading of the 11th November with regards a local Creative Writing 

Competition; also changes to where they will be staying in Kingswood.

235 . 09 29/10/1983
Mrs P 

Whittaker

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Sending Whittaker the train times for when they will be arriving at Bristol, and their address between 9th and 29th 

November.

235 . 10 16/08/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Tessa 

Ransford

Begins the letter referring to Redgrove's article 'Art for Who's Sake: A Possible New Deal for Writers' (1977), sent to 

Ransford by Neil McNeil; goes on to discuss Redgrove and Shuttle's reading tour of Scotland and the SASV (Scottish 

Association for the Speaking of Verse); the opening of a Poetry library in Scotland, mentioning the Scottish Arts 

Council; the European Commission Cultural Sector (and the Economics of Poetry); a "school of poets" in Scotland, 

and how it helps people learn; her own writing, publishing and readings, referring to her 'Light of the Mind'; invites 

Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle to come to "the school" during their tour of Scotland.  Letter attached to: part 

of report, 'Research Into The Economic Situation Regarding Poets and Poetry in the Countries of the EEC', 

concentrating on Scotland; copy of a newspaper cutting, with a picture of Tessa Ransford, John Bate, and Dr Hilda 

(D.) Spear; leaflet for "School of Poets" lecture; information leaflet about the "School of Poets"; information leaflet 

on the SPLA (Scottish Poetry Library Association).

235 . 10 01/09/1983
Tessa 

Ransford

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the Scottish tour; the article (we presume 'Art for Who's Sake: A Possible New Deal for writers' - 1977) and 

his job at Falmouth Art School; the Arvon Foundation (Totleigh course); a proposal concerning creative attitude to 

English teaching.  Attached to some pages from 'Scots Magazine', November 1983, including an article on the 

"School of Poets" - see Ref No 235.

235 . 10 10/10/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Martin 

Gray

Refers to Scottish tour, giving them a 'schedule'; mentions Philip Hobsbaum, Alastair Macrae, Rory Watson, Graham 

Bradshaw, Dr (Hilda D.) Spear; refers to fees and the SAC (Scottish Arts Council), mentioning Shonagh Irvine; if 

Redgrove and Shuttle bring some books to their readings, will probably be able to sell them.   This letter is actually 

dated '10th October'.
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235 . 10 11/10/1983
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Reply to letter of 10th October (Ref No 235 . 10) with regards the schedule for the Scottish tour.

235 . 10 18/11/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ian 

Campbell
A note to welcome them home after the reading in Edinburgh.

235 . 10 18/11/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Donald 

Fraser

Thanks them for the reading at the University; mentions a form they need to fill in for fees; refers to a strip from 

The Guardian the Monday before (not attached).

235 . 10 22/11/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Dr Hilda D. 

Spear
Thanks them for the reading; refers to fees; mentions the Arts magazine 'Gallimaufry'.

235 . 10 20/12/1983
Ian 

Campbell

Peter 

Redgrove
Discusses the reading in Edinburgh and how much they enjoyed it; mentions Norman McCaig.

235 . 10 20/12/1983
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the tour of Scotland, mentioning Derry Jeffares and Norman McCaig; refers to a lecture-room in Stirling, 

and to Mr and Mrs Macrae with regards their hospitality.

235 . 11 12/09/1983
Martin 

Gray

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Scottish tour, mentioning letters of engagement from Edinburgh, Strathclyde, Dundee, Stirling and St 

Andrews; mentions the Third Eye in relation to the Edinburgh reading; refers to "the lady" at the Scottish Arts 

Council (Shonagh Irvine); refers to fees.
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235 . 12 12/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Letter discusses the Scottish tour, mentioning Peter Bayley, Martin Gray, the Scottish Arts Council and a "reading 

party" at the Burn; refers to his own plans of going to Prague for the re-opening of the National Theatre on 

November 18th; discusses Redgrove's interview (not named), comparing it to Hughes' London Magazine interview, 

mentioning (Philip) Larkin, (T.S.) Eliot, and (F.R.) Leavis; sends Redgrove something of his own (not named); refers to 

Sagar's collection (The Achievement of Ted Hughes), mentioning Roberts/Gifford piece ('Hughes and two 

contemporaries: Peter Redgrove and Seamus Heaney'), essay on Moortown, which he thinks is by Craig Robinson 

('The good shepherd: Moortown Elegies'), and his own piece on Cave Birds ('Creative mythology in Cave Birds'); 

mentions radio play of Redgrove's that he missed on Sunday (called?); refers to 'Die Weise Wunde' ('The Wise 

Wound').

235 . 12 15/09/1983
Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Scottish tour, mentioning Martin Gray, Argo poetry reading, television work in London, a radio play, and 

his book of poems (not named); refers to an interview with reference to Hughes (what he calls "the Hughes 

problem", mentioning Sagar's collection, The Achievement of Ted Hughes), and to article on Oriental Imagery in 

Woodwo; goes on to discuss work on Hughes to some length, covering how Hughes is accepted (or not) in Europe, 

shamanism, horror films, 'Orphic' poets (mentioning Novalis, Nerval, Mallarme, Rilke, Valéry, Yeats, Trakl, 

Supervielle, Eluard and Perse), horror films and 'Gaudete' (mentioning Landis, Wadleigh, De Palma, Hooper, 

Friedkin, Kubrick and Argento), Hughes' reception in America, and Sagar's book; discusses Bradshaw's comments in 

'Creative mythology in Cave Birds' ( see The Achievement of Ted Hughes) in relation to 'under-nature', referring to 

Hardy, Powys, Dickens, Lawrence, Blake and Henry James, talking about shamanism and romantic poetry, and how 

Redgrove will ponder such things in his article about Sagar's book, The Achievement of Ted Hughes (the article is 

'Windings and Conchings', TLS 11th November 1983; goes on to consider a question raised by Bradshaw with 

regards the serving of the Goddess, and discusses sexuality, Tantra, 'Cave Birds', horror films and Blake; mentions 

'The Wise Wound' in connection with advancing knowledge of feminine matters, referring to Grave's 'White 

Goddess' (Faber and Faber, 1948) and to Briffault, Massey, Shakespeare, Soror Alchemica, Soror Mystica, and Jung; 

refers to Chris Knight article in 'Man' ('Levi-Strauss and the Serpent'), Bonnefoy's 'Douve', and the last chapter of 

'The Wise Wound' (with Plath, Hughes, Rilke, Baudelaire, Poe and Blake) that was omitted; discusses the Verdi piece 

(not named), in relation to Mendlessohn, Schubert, Penelope Shuttle, the Tibetan Book of the Dead, and 'Diva'; 

ends letter with reference to St Andrews, teaching, Cornwall, and Neil Roberts' book on Hughes (Ted Hughes: A 

Critical Study).
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235 . 13 11/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Thanks Redgrove for the magazine and article (not named);  discusses the interview (not named), mentioning that 

Redgrove should write his own White Goddess book; mentions (Craig) Raine's poetry with reference to Rupert 

Brooke, and a poem by (Andrew) Motion that appeared in the Observer; discusses Redgrove's school trip in relation 

to 'The Wise Wound', and a Viking grave on a hill that is a smaller version of Silbury.  See also entry with Ref No 235 

. 17.

235 . 13 14/09/1983
Martin 

Booth

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to visiting Viking grave and it being a Silbury; discusses forthcoming school trip, saying how he intends to 

maybe start the boys on notebooks for the writing of poetry; discusses menstruation, nidya-yoga and Taoist 

massage with relation to creative possibilities; makes reference to 'The Wise Wound' as a Goddess book and 

discusses it in relation to Grave's 'White Goddess' (Faber and Faber, 1948); mentions (Craig) Raine and (Andrew) 

Motion.  See also entry with Ref No 235 . 17.

235 . 14 15/09/1982
Simon 

Carnell

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a letter from Mr Carnell sent to him with regards a reading; Redgrove cannot make it on the dates 

suggested, mentioning the Arvon Foundation Poetry Competition, but would like to read after his retirement from 

the Falmouth Art School in April 1983; mentions 'The Wise Wound' seminars and writing workshops.

235 . 14 06/08/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Carnell

Letter inviting Peter Redgrove to read at the Poetry Society on 30th November; understands this will correspond 

with a trip to London; would like Penelope Shuttle and Peter Redgrove to do a double reading if the fee is within the 

Society's means.   We presume it is 1983, though the letter is merely dated 6th August.

235 . 14 07/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Carnell

Refers to Redgrove's acceptance of the invitation to read on 23rd November, and apologises to Penelope Shuttle 

that they cannot, after all, have a double reading, due to lack of funds.  We presume it is 1983, though the letter is 

merely dated 7th September.

235 . 14 14/09/1983
Simon 

Carnell

Peter 

Redgrove

Confirmation of the date for the reading (at York University Poetry Society) on 23rd November; says he likes 

discussion and questions at the end of a reading, and has some material he can send up that can then be duplicated 

for circulation beforehand.

235 . 14 19/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Carnell

Refers to forthcoming reading on 23rd November; would like to organise some kind of informal seminar or 

discussion group for before the reading if Redgrove is interested.   We presume it is 1983, though the letter is 

merely dated 19th September.

235 . 14 29/10/1983
Simon 

Carnell

Peter 

Redgrove

Agrees to seminar before his reading on 23rd November; gives train times and what their address will be between 

9th and 29th November; refers to Poetry Secretariat with regards fees.

235 . 14 02/11/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Carnell

Refers to forthcoming reading (on 23rd November) and the seminar beforehand, asking for the titles of poems that 

Redgrove would like to discuss.  We presume it is 1983, though the letter is merely dated 2nd November.
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235 . 14 03/11/1983
Simon 

Carnell

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Carnell's letter dated 2nd November 1983 (Ref No 235 . 14) and says that he leaves it up to the students 

to choose which poems to discuss, but it would be useful if they choose ones they have already studied; would 

express his preference as poems from 'The Apple Broadcast' and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'.

235 . 14
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Carnell

Letter inviting Peter Redgrove to come and give a reading to the Poetry Society.  Though this letter has no date on 

it, we can presume it was written before the one from Redgrove to Carnell dated 15th September 1982 (Ref No 235 

. 14).

235 . 15 27/09/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Parr

Letter discussing Redgrove's interviews in Manhattan Review (Scientist of the Strange) and Changes (The Poetry of 

Dreams) referring to the menstrual cycle, dream symbolism, and the experiencing of the physical world; refers to 

some items Parr enclosed, including "the Heidegger" (no details are given), a pamphlet by Professor Wilson Knight, 

a short story by himself ('The Man Who Wrote Stones'), and a poem ('Seeing Stone'); discusses some poems 

Redgrove sent him, concerning stones in particular; explains his Buddhist name, Ananda, referring to his teacher 

Sangharakshita and to the convention of Jungian evolution of imagery; mentions a poem he includes for Penny 

(Penelope Shuttle), and refers to a March reading.  Poem entitled 'Seeing Stone', short story entitled 'The Man Who 

Wrote Stones' and a telephone number for Parr attached - see Ref No 235.

235 . 15 09/12/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Stephen 

Parr

Official invite to them both to do a reading on 21st March at the Buddhist Centre, mentioning Sangharakshita, and 

fees; refers to Chris Knight article ('Levi-Strauss and the Serpent'), discussing it in relation to his own poem 'The 

Tlingit Mask' (see Ref No 235), and to the idea of Duende in Spain.  This letter is actually dated 9th December 1873, 

but this is obviously wrong, and can be explained by a slip of the fingers when typing.

235 . 15 20/12/1983
Stephen 

Parr

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Parr's letter of 9th December 1983; confirmation of date of reading on 21st March; mentions Parr's contact 

with Chris Knight, and discusses Parr's poem ('The Tlingit Mask'), talking about the rainbow serpent, rain-making 

power, and the association of Wicca (witchcraft) with Willow; ends letter with reference to Buddhist studies of 

contemplative magic and the Net of Jewels, mentioning spider's webs after the rain.

235 . 15 10/01/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Stephen 

Parr

Confirmation of poetry reading date (21st March), and suggested itinerary for the evening; interesting discussion on 

Buddhism, magic and the idea of 'no boundaries' so that nothing is separate, making reference to the Prajna-

paramita School of Mahayana Buddhism.
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235 . 15 29/01/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Stephen 

Parr

Offers detailed itinerary for the reading of the 21st March, requesting photos of them both, and biographical 

details, mentioning the Western Buddhist Order; wonders do they want to set a theme for the evening; mentions 

that there will undoubtedly be Feminists present; discusses how our civilization splits everything into black and 

white (and the projection of the shadow), with reference to John Layard's book (unnamed), the Pacific Coast Indian 

tribes, 'The Crucible' by Arthur Miller, the Celts, and John Cowper Powys; requests a good copy of the Changes 

article (The Poetry of Dreams).

235 . 15 08/02/1984
Stephen 

Parr

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter from Parr dated 29th January 1984 (Ref No 235 . 15); refers to reading on 21st March and the 

itinerary for the evening, discussing the title or theme; encloses a copy of the Changes article (The Poetry of 

Dreams); discusses the splitting of things into black and white by our civilization, with reference to Jung (in 

particular 'Aion', 'Civilization and Transition', and 'Answer to Job' which is found in 'Psychology and Religion'), the 

Celts, projection of the shadow, and John Cowper Powys.   Bibliographical details for Peter Redgrove attached - see 

235.

235 . 15 25/02/1984
Stephen 

Parr

Peter 

Redgrove

Gives Redgrove and Shuttle's address for after 7th March with reference to forthcoming reading on 21st March; 

mentions 21st March as the day of the resurrection of the Lady, referring to the rainbow, rain, the Sun, and the 

Vernal Equinox; sent Parr the Kundalini book (not named), making reference to Gopi Krishna, and Lee Sanella's book 

'Kundalini: Psychosis or Transcendence?'.

235 . 15 29/02/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Stephen 

Parr

Giving final details of the reading on 21st March, mentioning Camerawork Gallery (where the reading will take 

place), the Powys booklet, and "the day of resurrection" (see letter dated 25th February 1984, Ref No 235 . 15).

235 . 15
Peter 

Redgrove

Stephen 

Parr

Small undated note referring to something he has scribbled in, and so will try to get Redgrove a clean copy from the 

Arts Council shop.

235 . 16 29/09/1983

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Hollingworth for inviting him to do a reading at the Westminster School; cannot make November, but can 

make March, the 8th if possible; refers to interview material he can send to provoke discussion.

235 . 16 28/12/1983

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to reading at Westminster School; he got the dates wrong, and would a date during the week of 19th March 

be possible, maybe Thursday 22nd.

235 . 16 18/01/1984

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

Peter 

Redgrove

Cannot make 19th March for a reading at Westminster School, or 21st March (because of the reading at the 

Buddhist Centre); can make 22nd March, and if that is not possible, will keep Hollingworth's letters in his file for 

when he next plans a visit to London.
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235 . 16 25/02/1984

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

Peter 

Redgrove
Refers to reading at Westminster School on 22nd March; gives his address for after 7th March.

235 . 16
Peter 

Redgrove

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

This is an undated, handwritten letter inviting Redgrove to read at Westminster School, referring to a poetry grant 

they have, and to Al Alvarez reading a selection of Herbert's poetry; suggests some dates in November and 

December.  Can presume it is written before 29th September 1983, which is when Redgrove's reply is dated (Ref No 

235 . 16).

235 . 16
Peter 

Redgrove

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

This is an undated handwritten letter in the form of a reply to Redgrove's letter dated 29th September 1983 (Ref No 

235 . 16); agrees on 8th March for a reading; requests some interview material nearer the time to distribute.  Letter 

written between 29th September 1983 and 28th December 1983, the latter being the date of Redgrove's reply.

235 . 16
Peter 

Redgrove

Paul 

Hollingwor

th

This is an undated, handwritten letter in the form of a reply to Redgrove's letter dated 28th December 1983 (Ref No 

235 . 16); asks if 19th or 21st March would be suitable, and gives details of where he would like to meet Redgrove, 

and directions to get there, mentioning Liddel's Arch, Little Dean's Yard, and the Abbey.   This letter is written after 

31st December 1983, as he sends best wishes for the New Year.

235 . 17 31/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Refers to bookstall, Redgrove's "hospital darkness", and to driving down to Cornwall for Redgrove to sign book 

copies; mentions Italy.  See also records with reference number 235 . 13.

235 . 18 25/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove
Colin Fry

Refers to Pamela-Clunies Ross of the National Poetry Secretariat with regards Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle 

participating in a reading on the Pantiles, on 26th November, at the Machu Pichu shop; he enclosed a copy of a 

booklet 'Poems For Lunch' (see 'Other Information' record with Ref No 235); gives some background to Machu 

Pichu, mentioning a display of Redgrove and Shuttle's books, and 'The Wise Wound'; explains usual format of 

readings.

235 . 18 29/10/1983 Colin Fry
Peter 

Redgrove

Are looking forward to the reading on 26th November; outlines his and Penelope Shuttle's travelling arrangements; 

mentions Shuttle's 'The Child-Stealer' and 'The Orchard Upstairs' (published by Oxford University Press), and 

Redgrove's 'The Apple Broadcast' and 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' (published by Routledge and Kegan Paul 

Ltd); refers to 'The Wise Wound'; gives their address for after 9th November.

235 . 18

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Colin Fry
Undated note written on the top of a news sheet from the Pantiles Writers' Workshop (dated 'week ending' 19th 

November 1983) saying where he will meet Redgrove and Shuttle, and what he looks like.
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235 . 19 31/10/1983
Bruce 

Meyer

Peter 

Redgrove

Redgrove sent him some copies from first CV notebook, mentioning his visit to Cornwall and the bibliography (we 

don't think there was one); Redgrove mentions visit to London, and gives his and Shuttle's address for 9th to 29th 

(November, we presume), referring to the Argo reading on 24th; mentions Howard (Sergeant).

235 . 19 01/11/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Bruce 

Meyer

Letter discussing his trip to Cornwall to interview Redgrove, which he hopes will go far in promoting Redgrove's 

work in the US; refers to the American Poetry review, Jonathan Barker from The Poetry Library at the Arts Council, 

the photocopies Redgrove sent him (see letter dated 31st October 1983, Ref No 235 . 19), and Zelig; sent Redgrove 

some addresses for James Deahl, Joseph Bruchac (The Greenfield Review), Robert Sward (The Toronto Star), and 

Bruce Meyer; refers to the 24th (presume it is the Argo reading in London on 24th November).  There are some 

photographs of the inside of a church - see 235.

235 . 20 10/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Gillian 

Clarke

Moving letter about the funeral of Frances (Horovitz); encloses a poem as a gift (not named, but may be the one 

entitled '(October) For Frances'; refers to Bristol (there is a benefit reading on 30th October in Bristol for Horovitz's 

husband, Roger Garfitt and son, Adam).  Poem referred to here, and leaflet about benefit reading are both 

contained in the archive; see 'Other Information' record with Ref No 235).

235 . 21 05/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Joseph 

Gaydecki

Letter inviting Redgrove to be one of the judges in the fifth National Poetry Competition, to take place before the 

seventh Lancaster Literature Festival - "Writing '84" (18th - 25th March 1984); also invites Redgrove to read, and 

appear with successful authors in the Festival, on 23rd and 24th March; fees are offered.

235 . 21 12/10/1983
Mr 

Gaydecki

Peter 

Redgrove

Is interested in judging the National Poetry Competition and reading at the Lancaster Literature Festival needs to 

know about fees and number of entries that are expected; mentions could do a joint appearance with Penelope 

Shuttle.

235 . 21 27/10/1983
Ms 

Albiston

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a letter sent to Redgrove of 19th October;  accepts fee for the judging of National Poetry Competition and 

reading of their own work at Lancaster Literature Festival; asks how many competition entries there will be, and 

how long they will get to read them, as this has a bearing on fees; mentions his recent judging for the Arvon 

foundation.

235 . 21 31/10/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Judith 

Albiston

Reply to letter of 27th October 1983 (Ref No 235 . 21); specifies usual number of entries; not sure yet how long they 

will get to read the entries for judging.
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235 . 21 19/12/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Judith 

Albiston
Requests photographs and bibliographical details for the Festival brochure.

235 . 21 28/12/1983
Judith 

Albiston

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 19th December 1983 (Ref No 235 . 21); sends Albiston photographs (not attached) and his 

own bibliographical details; requests timetable for 24th (March 1984), and wonders whether they are wanted on 

23rd (March 1984).

235 . 21 10/01/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Joseph 

Gaydecki

Sends them nearly 600 poems on the theme "Time"; requests they choose 40 and send them back by 6th February.  

This letter is dated 1983, but we presume it to have been written in 1984.

235 . 21 18/01/1984
Joseph 

Gaydecki

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter of 10th January (Ref No 235 . 21) with regards competition entries for the National Poetry 

Competition; wonders whether they are to just choose 40, or to place also 1st, 2nd and 3rd (they would prefer just 

to select 40 poems for the Festival anthology); requests copy of competition conditions of entry; wonders are they 

wanted on the 23rd as well as 24th March, or just on the latter day.  For Festival anthology see 'Other Information' 

record for 235.

235 . 21 23/01/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Joseph 

Gaydecki

Reply to letter dated 18th January 1984 (Ref No 235 . 21); they are only required on 24th March; please do just 

recommend 40 poems; enclosed a copy of competition conditions of entry (not attached); really only wants poems 

on theme "Time".

235 . 21 28/01/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Judith 

Albiston

Will book their hotel, and has enclosed a location map; will send copies of anthology, and can throw unused entries 

away because the Festival has copies of them all; do they want seats booking for any events on the Friday evening 

(23rd).

235 . 21 01/02/1984
Mr 

Gaydecki

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 1st February 1984 (Ref No 235 . 21) with regards confirmation of 24th March (1984); chose the 

40 poems for the Festival anthology; did not actually receive a copy of the competition conditions of entry; cite 

their favourite as 'Homer's Four Quartets' (by John Latham); list of anthology poems is attached - see 235.
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235 . 21 22/02/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Judith 

Albiston

Requests Redgrove and Shuttle's travelling plans; discusses accommodation and special requirements.  Copy of train 

timetable to Lancaster, and of the Festival brochure (see 235).

235 . 21 25/02/1984
Judith 

Albiston

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a telephone conversation with Albiston regarding accommodation for the 23rd and 24th March (1984); 

mentions their reading and the anthology event; request copies of anthology, and have been told they can throw 

away unused entries; gives their address for after 7th March.

235 . 21 02/03/1984
Judith 

Albiston

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for booking their accommodation; would like to go to the Norman Iles Nursery Rhymes occasion on the 

Friday evening (23rd); did not receive a location map.

235 . 21 07/03/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Judith 

Albiston
Has enclosed a location map; will book for the Norman Iles event (on Nursery Rhymes).

235 . 21 12/03/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Judith 

Albiston

Would they like to be interviewed by Tim Bennett-Goodman of Red Rose Radio arts programme sometime during 

their visit to the Festival.

235 . 22 06/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Dr Hilda D. 

Spear

Refers to Redgrove and Shuttle's reading at St Andrews on the Friday (18th November), mentioning Graham 

(Bradshaw), and the reading at Dundee on the Thursday (17th November).  University of Dundee Writers' evenings 

information sheet attached - see 235.

235 . 22 07/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Philip 

Hobsbaum

Letter about their reading on 14th November in Glasgow; he hopes they will stay with him that night; mentions 

Martin Gray; foundation course poems (poems of Redgrove's that were included as set texts on one of Hobsbaum's 

courses); (Peter) Porter's Faber book ('The Faber Book of Modern Verse'); (Francis) Scarfe's book 'Auden and After'.

235 . 22 11/10/1983
Philip 

Hobsbaum

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 7th October 1983 (Ref No 235 . 22); refers to reading at Glasgow mentioning Martin Gray; 

discusses his TLS pieced on Hughes' 'River' and Sagar's collection, The Achievement of Ted Hughes, ('Windings and 

Conchings', 11th November 1983) mentioning the Xtian (Christian) church, shamanism, Orphic poets, Shakespeare, 

and Blake; lists what he calls "the pioneers of the modern European sensibility":  Novalis, Nerval, Mallarme, 

Baudelaire, Rilke, Rimbaud, Valéry, Yeats, Trakl, Supervielle, Eluard, Perse, and many Americans.

235 . 22 26/10/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Dr Hilda D. 

Spear

Refers to ambiguity over reading at St Andrews on 18th November; mentions reading at Dundee on 17th Nov; 

refers to Graham (Bradshaw) and Professor Bayley.
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235 . 22 29/10/1983

We 

presume 

the 

proprietor

s of a 

hotel.

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter of confirmation for booking on 16th November, which is the date of the Edinburgh reading.

235 . 22 01/11/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ian 

Campbell

Refers to their reading on 16th November 1983 at the University, inviting them to have dinner beforehand with the 

Scottish Association for the Speaking of Verse.

235 . 22 02/11/1983
Philip 

Hobsbaum

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Scottish tour itinerary sent by Martin Gray discusses the New Pelican (publication? - does he mean 

Penguin or Pelican ~ see Ref No 235 . 22, undated from Philip Hobsbaum) referring to (Martin) Dodsworth's essay 

on Hill and Hughes, fleeting correspondence between Redgrove and Dodsworth on Romantic philosophy and C.G. 

Jung, (Peter) Porter, the Group, and his own supposed "Whitmannerism".

235 . 22 02/11/1983
Dr 

Campbell

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to reading in Edinburgh on 16th November, and the dinner before the reading with the Scottish Association 

for the Speaking of Verse.

235 . 22 02/11/1983 Dr Watson
Peter 

Redgrove
Refers to reading in Stirling on 15th November.

235 . 22 03/11/1983
Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Looking forward to meeting him in Dundee on 17th November; sent him a copy of the final chapter to 'The Wise 

Wound' that was omitted due to length restrictions; would like him to read it, and offer advice on potential 

blunders as it will be included in a new American edition; refers to Plath poems, Baudelaire, Hughes, the 

'desecrated woman' image, and mentions 'the anxiety of influence'.

235 . 22 05/11/1983
Donald 

Fraser

Peter 

Redgrove
Refers to reading at Strathclyde University on 17th November.

235 . 22 05/11/1983
Dr. Hilda 

D. Spear

Peter 

Redgrove
Refers to reading in Dundee on 17th November.

235 . 22 09/11/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Donald 

Fraser
Refers to reading at Strathclyde University (on 17th November); will meet them at the railway station.
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235 . 22 11/11/1983

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ian 

Campbell
Welcome note; refers to dinner (with the Scottish Association for the Speaking of Verse) and to their reading.

235 . 22
Peter 

Redgrove

Philip 

Hobsbaum

Mentions 'The Facilitators' and Wilson Knight review (not named); discusses readings in Scotland, and fees, 

mentioning the Arts Council, the Third Eye Gallery (Glasgow), and Strathclyde and Glasgow Universities; refers to 

teaching and higher education, again with reference to Wilson Knight, and (Thom) Gunn in relation to Robert 

Duncan, Gary Sneider, Grenville, Hardy, and Jonson.

235 . 22
Peter 

Redgrove

Philip 

Hobsbaum

Discusses Redgrove's forthcoming visit, mentioning the Literary Society and the putting up of posters / distributing 

of leaflets; mentions (Peter) Porter's Faber book ('The Faber Book of Modern Verse') ; discusses the Penguin guide 

(does he mean Penguin or Pelican - see Ref No 235 . 22, dated 2nd November 1983) with reference to Tomlinson, 

(Martin) Dodsworth, the 'Intimate Supper' (Redgrove), Penelope (Shuttle), the Faber book, and the reading in 

Glasgow; mention is made of Hughes' 'Thought-Fox', Heaney's 'Requiem for the Croppies', and Larkin's 'Whitsun 

Weddings'; refers to details of meeting them.

235 . 23 15/12/1983
Peter 

Redgrove

Shonagh 

Irvine

Reminder that the Arts Council have not received claims from Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle for the Scottish 

readings.

235 . 23 20/12/1983 Ms Irvine
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter explaining why the claim forms for the Scottish Arts Council have not yet been sent; mentions Graham 

Bradshaw and Martin Gray.

235 . 24 01/12/1983
Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter thanking Bradshaw for hospitality; refers to a discussion they had on horror films (mentioning De Palma), and 

'Gaudete' (Hughes); homeopathy is discussed; talks about St Andrews, referring to Peter Bayley, Tony (no surname 

is given), the 'Violet Apple' and the 'Haunted Woman'; refers to a book by Calvino (no details are given) in 

connection with Tarot, and Wallace Stevens.

235 . 25 10/01/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Jeanie 

Powys

Refers to an enclosed (not attached) that was sent her before the Dartington Conference in 1983.  See 235 . 04 (7th 

March 1983) - it could be this card she is referring to.

235 . 26 04/01/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Ian 

Campbell

Refers to a letter they sent him, which he has copied to the SASV (Scottish Association for the Speaking of Verse) 

and the English department; mentions cheque he gave to Penelope (Shuttle); ends letter with "Back to the salt 

mines now".
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235 . 26 18/01/1984
Ian 

Campbell

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 4th January 1984 (235 . 26); mentions he has tracked the cheque down; offers a snippet of 

information on salt mines in Poland that were carved into ballrooms.

235 . 27 22/02/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Nicky 

Singer

Letter wondering whether Redgrove would be interested in taking part in a discussion on art after modernism, using 

the ideas of Martha Rosler as a starting point (paper by Rosler attached - see 235); the programme is Channel 4's 

'Voices', and they would like to record on the afternoon of 21st March (1984).

235 . 27 26/02/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Nicky 

Singer

A cover note for a Martha Rosler piece (attached - see 235), from ICA catalogue 1982; refers to a conversation 

between Singer and Redgrove.

235 . 27 27/02/1984
Nicky 

Singer

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a conversation between Singer and Redgrove; sends Singer a copy of the Manhattan Review interview 

(Scientist of the Strange), and a copy of a piece on his psychological work (not named); discusses Martha Rosler with 

reference to his teaching at art school; refers to his reading at the Buddhist centre on 21st March, so could record 

discussion if required, on that afternoon (see letter dated 22nd February 1984, Ref No 235 . 27).

235 . 28 06/03/1984
Peter 

Redgrove

Jay 

Ramsay

Refers to a talk between Redgrove and Ramsay, mentioning GLAA (Greater London Arts Association, maybe); goes 

on to discuss the relationship between language (poetry) and our being here (physically); enclosed various, random 

sections of 'the poem' which is a piece Ramsay is working on; refers to 'Angels of Fire', "various Guardians of 

Englishness", the TLS, the "'pecking order' of Eng Lit", and a genuine Radical Tradition.  Attached are Ramsay's CV, 

two 'Angels of Fire' posters, random extracts from Ramsay's 'the poem', and an 'Angels of Fire' leaflet (see 235).  

Ramsay's letter is written in a kind of verse format, with very little punctuation.

235 . 28 07/03/1984
Jay 

Ramsay

Peter 

Redgrove

Sent Ramsay two interviews (not named) and refers to Valerié (no details are given); hopes to meet him on 21st 

March at 'Camerawork' (the gallery where the reading for the Buddhist centre is taking place). Telephone number 

and address for Ramsay is attached - see Other Material record, ref. no. 235.

235 . 29 27/03/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Eve 

(surname 

unknown)

Refers to a meeting and poetry reading (we are not told where, but the address on the letter is Liverpool); a 

photocopy of a sketch (of Redgrove) is enclosed (see 235); will try to find out about a reading for them at the 

Bluecoat; Philip is mentioned (we are not given his second name).

235 . 30 03/04/1984
Judith 

Albiston

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanking her for inviting them to the Festival, which he goes on to discuss in some detail, referring to the 

competition, the anthology of the Festival, and the Arts Council, amongst other things.  We can safely assume this is 

the Lancaster Literature Festival, and the competition is the National Poetry Competition.
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235 . 31 17/04/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jennifer 

Barracloug

h

Thanks them for their recent Yorkshire tour; refers to the Lancaster anthology (from the Lancaster Literature 

Festival).  See Ref No 235 . 03 entries, and Ref No 235 . 34 (undated).

235 . 32 09/05/1984

Graham 

(Bradshaw

?)

Peter 

Redgrove
Worried about his lack of contact.

235 . 33
Peter 

Redgrove

Simon 

Carnell

Sending something back to Redgrove (not named); refers to an interview, making reference to the carpet-maker's 

snag, and to some of his own poems.  The interview referred to will probably be from The Manhattan Review, Vol. 

3, No. 1, Summer 1983, called Scientist of the Strange, where Redgrove makes an allusion to the story of Islamic 

carpetmakers leaving a snag in their carpets so that God will not become jealous, but Redgrove says it is actually the 

place where God comes in.

235 . 34

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jennifer 

Barracloug

h

Note referring to their Yorkshire week; wishes them well for the Lancaster visit.  We can assume that this note was 

written between 17th March (which is the last day of the Yorkshire tour) and the 24th March (which is the day of 

the Lancaster visit).  It is dated only by 'Wednesday', so we can say it was most probably written on 21st March 

1984.  See entries with Ref No 235 . 03, and Ref No 235 . 31 (dated 17th April 1984).

235 . 35

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Rosemary 

Campbell

Letter referring back to the Totleigh 1983 course and to her poetry in particular; is sending some of her poems off 

for the advanced course; sent some work to Stand; discusses where some of her images come from.  Two of 

Campbell's poems are attached: 'Conversions' and 'Retrospect' - see 235.

235 . 36 25/03/1984

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Pauline 

Thorpe/Ke

ith

Sends them a copy of her poem 'Slaughter Yard' (attached - see 235) and offers some background to it; refers to the 

John Layard quote at the beginning of 'The Wise Wound' - "Depression is withheld knowledge"; mentions Nicholson 

(presume she is referring to Norman Nicholson, who appeared on Sunday 25th March at the Lancaster Literature 

Festival).  Although this letter is undated, she writes it on the Sunday after their Lancaster reading, which would 

make it the 25th March 1984.  The name Pauline Keith is for poetry.

Page 280 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

235 . 55

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Maura 

Dooley

Sends a copy of an article about a witches' coven, with a note written on it; someone called maybe Diana from the 

course (probably referring to the course run by the Arvon Foundation at Lumb Bank) is mentioned, as is Redgrove's 

foot.

235 a . 

37
19/06/1982

Mr. 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Writing to Bradshaw after reading his essay on Hughes criticism in the Encounter, entitled 'The Cult of Irrationality: 

Ted Hughes & His Critics' (attached - see 235).  Very long letter replying to this essay, covering Jung, shamanism, 

(Terry) Gifford and (Neil) Roberts book (presumably 'Ted Hughes, a Critical Study'); goes on to make numbered 

comments with reference to the essay, discussing symbolization and imaginative training; Jung's therapeutic 

procedure of active imagination; personal symbols; Hughes in relation to shamanism, children's stories (especially 

Peter Rabbit, Gilgamesh, and the Brothers Grimm); hypnotism and spiritualism, mentioning the Tibetan Book of the 

Dead, and Vergil; discusses consideration of dream-material as a practical procedure, in relation to Jung, and to 

Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber and Faber, 1948), and refers to something he is sending Bradshaw concerning a 

demonstration of this and the modern feminine situation, though we are not given its title; discusses the notion of 

violence as an imaginative technique, which he deplores, referring to "the book" (probably 'The Wise Wound'), in 

relation to (Ted) Hughes, (Sylvia) Plath and (William) Shakespeare; animal symbolization referring to Hughes, Jung, 

shamanism and dreams; relation of yoga posture to animal stances, mentioning an enclosure (not attached), 'The 

Wise Wound' and Freud.    Refers on second page to an enclosure with regards hypnotism (not attached).

235 a . 

37
24/06/1982

Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Thanks Redgrove for 'The Wise Wound'; mentions Neil Roberts; 'Encounter' piece (see letter dated 19th June 1982, 

Ref No 235 a . 37); discusses chalice on cover of 'The Wise Wound'; the ending of Hughes' 'Moortown' elegy 

regarding animal afterbirth; mentions 'Cave Birds' and Jung; back to 'Encounter' piece, referring to (F.R.) Leavis and 

(Paul) Valéry.
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235 a . 

37
12/07/1982

Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Direct reply to letter from Redgrove dated 19th June 1982 (Ref No 235 a . 37) concerning the 'Encounter' piece, 

discussing Graves and Hughes, Lawrence, 'The Wise Wound', 'Cave Birds'; he includes a piece on Hughes' 

Shakespeare essay (this was actually a 'note' to the volume 'A Choice of Shakespeare's Verse' edited by Hughes and 

published by Faber in 1971) not attached; goes on to discuss Hughes' "humanity" with reference to 'Mayday on 

Holderness', 'Gaudete' and 'Crow', mentioning Olwyn Hughes, Ted Hughes' article in Books and Issues called 'A 

Reply to my Critics: In Defence of Crow' (not attached), Trickster figure of Crow, and Shaman figure of the Poet; 

refers to Peter Rabbit, Gilgamesh, the Brothers Grimm, mentions Bruno Bettelheim with regard children's stories 

('The Uses of Enchantment') and encloses a New Yorker piece by Bettelheim ('Reflections - Freud and the Soul', 1st 

March 1982) which can be found in the 'Other Information' record with Ref No 235 a; refers to Campbell and Sagar; 

relates anecdote concerning the 1980 Hughes conference in Manchester, organised by Sagar, discussing the 

'Encounter' piece, and mentioning Ekbert Faas and 'the Goddess'; reference is made to Redgrove being in Scotland 

reading poems, and not being invited to St Andrews, referring to the Scottish Arts Literature Panel.
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235 a . 

37
17/07/1982

Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

A long letter which discusses Hughes' 'A Reply to My Critics: In Defence of Crow' which Bradshaw sent him, talking 

about the Trickster myth, Black Comedy, and ritual, in relation to Hughes' 'Crow', continuing discussion about 

Hughes' "humanity", referring to 'Mayday and Holderness', and mentioning 'Gaudete'; goes on to discuss what he 

calls the "post-coital" Hughes, making reference to 'Cave Birds', (G.M.) Hopkins, 'Woefully Arrayed' (anonymous 

medieval poem), and discusses the Trickster as closer to Hare, making reference to (John) Layard's book ('The Virgin 

Archetype'); talks about sexual turmoil as a basic chasm, and sex as illumination and blessing, relating it to sex 

magic and Plath; discusses shamanism, wondering why we don't use the word "magic", and refers to Bradshaw's 

"sensible friend" (Ekbert Faas) at the Manchester conference on Hughes, quoting lines from 'The Gift of Harun Al-

Rashid' (Yeats, 1923); discusses Bradshaw's article 'The Fool and Trickster', mentioning Shakespeare, Roger 

Cardinal's 'Images of Reality' in relation to the loosening of categories, which he then relates to Jungian psychology, 

mentioning active imagination and the 'Crow' sequence; goes on to discuss humourless tradition of English Literary 

Criticism, mentions Christopher Reid's interpretation of Redgrove's poems in the previous Sunday's Sunday Times, 

and refers to (W.B.) Yeat's introduction to 'A Vision';  refers to Sagar and the Manchester conference on Hughes, 

and discusses shamanism as conjuring tricks and metaphors, referring to Voodoo, possession, the waking dream, 

Jungian and Freudian psychology; refers to Mary M Watkins' 'Waking Dreams', (Paul) Radin, Robert D. Pelton's 'The 

Trickster in West Africa: A Study of Mythic Irony and Sacred Delight', Campbell, (Arnold) Toynbee, and Bettelheim 

('The Uses of Enchantment') with regards von Franz's books (the books are not named, but see letter with Ref No 

239 . 36); comments on 'Cave Birds' and symbolism, in relation to Jung, Yeats, (Mircea) Eliade, yoga, Campbell; 

discusses the role of women in Hughes, and shamanistic initiation practises as violation, mentioning Christianity, 

Wilson Knight, and D.M. Thomas, in relation to his 'The White Hotel'; ends letter by mentioning 'The Wise Wound', 

"a little radio essay" (not named) about 'watching the mind', visiting St Andrews, Falmouth Art School, and Yeats' 

essay on 'Magic' in relation to Hughes meaning what he said about 'spirits' (see letter dated 12th July 1982, Ref No 

235 a . 37).

235 a . 

37
30/08/1982

Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter concerning a suggestion by Bradshaw that there may be a job for Redgrove at St Andrews University, for a 

year.  Redgrove writes about his retirement, career plans, and the impending Scottish tour, mentioning the Scottish 

Arts Council and Martin Gray; also sends his own and Penelope Shuttle's curriculum vitae, along with Shuttle's 'The 

Orchard Upstairs' and his own 'The Facilitators'.
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235 a . 

38
02/09/1982

Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Long letter outlining proposal for Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle to take up a joint three year appointment at 

St Andrews, mentioning Philip Mallet (English Department), Jennifer Wilson (Crawford Arts Centre), David Dorward 

(Associate Secretary to the University), the Scottish tour in relation to Martin Gray, and Peter Bayley; outline covers 

length of appointment, duties (hopefully in the English Department and in the Crawford Arts Centre) and 

accommodation, and, in general, government cuts and the University wanting to attract American students; he talks 

more about the arrangements, should the proposal be given the go-ahead, and goes on to discuss St Andrews in 

general as a place and a University; mention is made of Falmouth, Edinburgh, Trinity College (Dublin), Cambridge, 

and Alastair Reid.

235 a . 

38
07/09/1982

Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth letter replying to Bradshaw's letter dated 2nd September 1982 (Ref No 235 a . 38) about proposed 

appointment at St Andrews; continues letter by referring to Bradshaw's Shakespeare piece (not named) and saying 

how Redgrove taught Shakespeare at Buffalo (University, NY 1961-62) for a year; lengthy discussion on 'Hamlet' in 

relation to the Ghost, Jungian psychology, Gertrude, 'Macbeth' and the three witches, and Freud; ends letter 

referring to St Dominic's mother, a "small fantasy in the TLS", and 'The Facilitators'.

235 a . 

39
13/09/1982

Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Long letter where he discusses the proposal of a job for Redgrove at St Andrews, mentioning the Scottish Arts 

Council; goes into great depth replying to Redgrove's letter of 7th September 1982 (Ref No 235 a . 38) regarding 

'Hamlet', covering the Ghost, Gertrude's relationship with Hamlet's father and uncle (mentioning Macbeth), 

'Mysterium Coniunctionis' (Jung), 'Cave Birds', the Prince Ur-Hamlet, Freud, (Ernest) Jones, Jung, and Hamlet's 

relationship with Horatio; finishes letter with a discussion of his review of Hans Jurgen Syberberg's film of Wagner's 

'Parsifal', mentioning 'The Wise Wound' and Emma Jung's thesis about the Parsifal legends, and Christianity.

235 a . 

39
17/09/1982

Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Bradshaw's letter dated 13th September 1982 (Ref No 235 a . 39); mentions Arvon poems 

(course/competition?); 'Hamlet', Lord Chandos, Jungian analysis, the teaching of creative writing, the Group at 

Cambridge, and Freudian work; Syberberg's film ('Parsifal'), 'The Wise Wound'; makes reference to coming North 

(for the proposed job at St Andrews).

235 a . 

39
04/10/1982

Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Bayley

Letter regarding the Writer-Fellowship post at St Andrews, from October 1983, mentioning the Scottish Arts 

Council; invites Redgrove to come and see St Andrews, possibly on the week-end of 5th-7th November for the 

"Burn", at which Alasdair Gray (author of 'Lanark') will be reading; congratulates Redgrove on his play 'Florent and 

the Tuxedo Millions' winning the Italia Prize.

235 a . 

39
10/10/1982

Professor 

Bayley

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter turning down the post at St Andrews (Fellowship beginning 1983), and giving his reasons, referring to the 

Falmouth Art School, his work, and the Italia Prize (for 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions').
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235 a . 

39
10/10/1982

Graham 

Bradshaw

Peter 

Redgrove

Writes explaining his reasons for turning the Fellowship post down at St Andrews, enclosing his letter to Professor 

Bayley, dated 10th October 1982 (Ref No 235 a . 39); discusses what work he is presently involved in, referring to, 

amongst others, a novel about Cornwall (no details are given), and a humanistic psychology centre; discusses why 

he feels he should write for/in different mediums, mentioning the play 'Florent and the Tuxedo Millions' (for which 

he won the Italia prize) and 'The Facilitators', and how he cannot refuse the train of work that has stemmed from 

the Italia Prize; refers to some books (see letter dated 23rd November 1982, Ref No 235 . 01).

235 a . 

39
12/10/1982

Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Bayley

Expresses his disappointment that Redgrove is unable to come to St Andrews, but understands why; welcomes him 

to come and visit any time.

235 a . 

39

Peter 

Redgrove

Graham 

Bradshaw

Postcard, undated, referring to Professor Bayley inviting Redgrove to come and look around St Andrews in 

November (1982).

235 b . 

40
30/11/1984

Peter 

Redgrove

Tara 

Lumpkin

She is an Antioch student and has heard about Peter Redgrove through Renée Gregario; has read his 'The 

Facilitators' and is interested in setting up a week tutorial; mentions Jung and Ellen Foreman, with whom she is 

working on a dream tutorial at the moment.  Enclosed a sample of her writing (not attached).

235 b . 

40
07/12/1984

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Lumpkins' letter dated 30th November 1984 (Ref No 235 b . 40); would like to set up a tutorial with her; 

mentions Antioch; sent her a recent short essay of his (not attached).

235 b . 

41
22/01/1985

Peter 

Redgrove

Tara 

Lumpkin

Sends Redgrove a copy of her degree plan, and dates when she would like to meet him for a tutorial; mentions 

Renée Gregario.

235 b . 

42
28/01/1985

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove

Suggests three dates for the tutorial; mentions Judi Benson, his fee, Lumpkin's dream journal and sealed writing; 

refers to the workshops Lumpkin is engaged in, 'The Wise Wound', 'The Facilitators', 'The Apple Broadcast' and a 

little book on a theme that came out recently (no more information is given on this).

235 b . 

43
04/02/1985

Peter 

Redgrove

Tara 

Lumpkin

Agrees on dates for tutorial; will sort out fee and send Redgrove a copy of her dream journal; plans to begin sealed 

writing; mentions workshops / tutorials that she is currently engaged in.

235 b . 

44
08/02/1985

Peter 

Redgrove

Judi 

Benson
Confirmation of the tutorial week for Tara Lumpkin, referring to hours and fees.

235 b . 

45
11/03/1985

Peter 

Redgrove

Tara 

Lumpkin

Will be at the Poetry Society reading on the 14th March, and hopes to give Redgrove her sealed writing and dream 

journal then.

235 b . 

46
16/03/1985

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove
Letter to welcome Lumpkin to Falmouth; lends her 'The Wise Wound'; mentions her dream journal.
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235 b . 

47
23/03/1985

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove

Follow up letter to the tutorials between Lumpkin and Redgrove; discusses their meetings, the effect of the 

woman's cycle on dreams, the psyche and creativity.  Letter has notes and diagrams on it.

235 b . 

48
04/04/1985

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove

Follow up letter to one Lumpkin sent Redgrove and to the one Redgrove sent Lumpkin - see letter dated 23rd 

March (Ref No No 235 b . 47); mentions the evaluation form; relaxation exercises; Lumpkin's writing plans referring 

to dreams.

235 b . 

49
14/04/1985

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove

Mentions missing books by Groddevs (not named); asks her to reply to his letters with regards the tutorials, and so 

he can fill in the evaluation form.

235 b . 

50

Peter 

Redgrove

Tara 

Lumpkin

Undated covering note for enclosures of 'his chapter' (we don't know what for) and an evaluation slip; address for 

Judi Benson, to which Lumpkin asks Redgrove to send the completed evaluation slip.

235 b . 

51
15/04/1985

Peter 

Redgrove

Tara 

Lumpkin

Seven page letter discussing in some depth dreams, and the dream characters of the white magician and the black 

sorceress in particular, in relation to her menstrual cycle.

235 b . 

52
03/05/1985

Tara 

Lumpkin

Peter 

Redgrove

Two page letter in response to Lumpkin's (reference number 235 b .51), discussing in particular the dream character 

of the black man.

235 c . 

51
10/01/1984

Renée 

Gregario

Peter 

Redgrove

Need to make arrangements for when she is arriving; sent her a copy of 'The Wise Wound'.  Piece of paper with 

address for Renée Gregario on is attached.

235 c . 

51
11/01/1984

Miss J. 

Benson

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending tutorial plan for Renée Gregario, with regards number of hours and fees.  Piece of paper with address for 

Judi Benson on is attached.

235 c . 

51
19/01/1984

Peter 

Redgrove

Judi 

Benson
Letter concerning tutorials with Renée Gregario; asks for a course description.

235 c . 

51
25/01/1984

Judi 

Benson

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 19th January 1984, (Ref No 235 c . 51), regarding tutorial arrangements for Renée Gregario; 

will sort out course description / reading list when they have met and assessed Gregario's needs.

235 c . 

51
05/02/1984

Peter 

Redgrove

Renée 

Gregario

Refers to 'The Wise Wound'; the Arvon course Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle will be giving in October; 

requests a course description for the tutorials she Gregario will be having with them.

235 c . 

51
14/02/1984

Renée 

Gregario

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to letter dated 5th February 1984 (Ref No 235 c . 51).  Discusses the Arvon course, though points out that 

methods of teaching change for different people; will study students' creative writing in relation to Jungian 

psychology and dream-study; sends her a copy of an interview with the Manhattan Review (Scientist of the 

Strange), and a copy of an article on gender (again not attached); mentions 'The Wise Wound'.

235 c . 

51
23/02/1984

Peter 

Redgrove

Renée 

Gregario

Thanks him for sending the interviews (see letter dated 14th February 1984, Ref No 235 c . 51); sends him some of 

her writing (not attached).

235 c . 

51
05/03/1984

Renée 

Gregario

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the writing Gregario sent him;  tells her how to do 'sealed writing', and asks her to do some to bring with 

her when they begin their tutorials.
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235 c . 

51
02/04/1984

Renée 

Gregario

Peter 

Redgrove
Please confirm when she (Gregario) will be arriving.

235 c . 

51
04/04/1984

Renée 

Gregario

Peter 

Redgrove
Refers to when she (Gregario) is arriving, and to her dream record.

235 c . 

51
22/04/1984

Renée 

Gregario

Peter 

Redgrove

A letter that was written after the week of tutorials, discussing a particular afternoon in relation to dreams and 

symbols.  See also entry with Ref No 235 c . 54, and letter dated 22nd April 1984, Ref No 235 c . 53.

235 c . 

51
22/04/1984

Judi 

Benson

Peter 

Redgrove
Asks for a form to complete details of Renée Gregario's tutorials.

235 c . 

52
02/04/1984

Peter 

Redgrove

Renée 

Gregario
Sending Redgrove some of her 'sealed writing' and dreams; tells him arrangements for her arrival on the 14th.

235 c . 

53
22/04/1984

Peter 

Redgrove

Renée 

Gregario

Personal letter that talks about the week of tutorials and how they have helped her personally and in her writing; 

refers to Friday afternoon, which we presume is the same afternoon Redgrove mentions in the letter dated 22nd 

April 1984 (Ref No 235 c . 51).

235 c . 

54

Page 2 of something; is undated and has no addressee.  It looks like it may be a continuation of the letter Peter 

Redgrove sent to Renée Gregario, dated 22nd April 1984 (Ref No 235 c . 51); it discusses the recipients writing in 

relation to the animus, Ted Hughes and spontaneous writing.

236 . 01 21/01/1961
Peter 

Redgrove

Herbert 

Read

Sent a letter of recommendation to the United States Educational Commission, and they are to publish another 

volume of his work (probably refers to 'At The White Monument').

236 . 02 06/10/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Gavin 

Ewart

Reviewed 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' for Alan Ross (London Magazine), who then watered it down; sending the 

original for Redgrove to read.  Original is in archive, Ref no 236.

236 . 02 12/04/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Gavin 

Ewart

Please use the LM (London Magazine) article; mentions Alan (Ross).  Article is called Chicken Soup - December 

1972/January 1973.

236 . 03
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Fairfax

Selected six of Redgrove's poems for his Longmans anthology: 'The Moon', 'Dialogue in Heaven', 'The Heir', 'A 

Picture', 'The Affliction' and 'Required of You this Night'; requests from Redgrove an autobiographical note, a recent 

photograph and any notes on Redgrove's poetry that may be useful to teachers and 5th/6th form pupils.  There are 

two drafts of the autobiographical note in the archive, beginning with "At school I used to like science..."; also, the 

letter is dated 11 December, so it is possibly 1967, as he talks of the anthology appearing at the end of 1968.

236 . 04
Peter 

Redgrove

Note referring to the phrase "resident poet at the Falmouth School of Art".  He would like to use it, if convenient in 

his leaflet for readings in the US and on the dust-jacket of his new book. (Dr Faust?).  The addressee has written a 

note on the bottom of the letter, saying Redgrove is able to use the phrase.
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237 . 01 25/02/1973 Mr Farrell
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter to Mr Farrell of Farrell, Jackson, Dickinson & Co. with regards Redgrove's finances if he were to leave the 

Falmouth Art School and become a freelance writer.  A copy was sent to Mr. C. Rose of Lean & Rose.

237 . 01 25/02/1973
Christophe

r Rose

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a talk they had the previous Monday, and Redgrove's letter to Mr Farrell requesting financial advice (see 

letter dated 25/02/73, Ref No 237 . 01).

237 . 01 27/02/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Christophe

r Rose

Thanks Redgrove for the letter of 25th February (see letters dated 25/02/73 Ref No 237 . 01), and looks forward to 

hearing from him or Mr Farrell in the future.

237 . 01 01/03/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to the letter Redgrove sent of 25th February (Ref No 237 . 01); believes they should meet to discuss it's 

contents; mentions Mr (Christopher) Rose.

237 . 02 03/03/1973

Eric 

Walter-

White 

(probably)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter detailing the situation at the Falmouth Art School with regards the local Polytechnic; mentions his desire to 

write full-time; a 'Writers in Education' scheme; Allan Green; CCC (Cornwall County Council); Denys Val Baker with 

regards The Cornish Review; and their meetings.

238 . 01 01/07/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Donald 

Measham

Letter saying how much he enjoyed 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', and commenting on some of the poems, 

mentioning Graves, Whitman (indirectly with "Whitmanesque") and Eliza Cook's 'Old Armchair'.

238 . 01 01/07/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Joan 

Measham

Thanks Redgrove for sending 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', and refers to a reading list Redgrove sent, mentioning 

Doris Lessing, R.D. Laing, Shiel, Charles Williams, and a book called 'I never promised you a Rose Garden' (probably 

by Hannah Green, 1964).  Refers to Donald (Measham) and the letter he is sending to Redgrove (see letter dated 

01/07/72, Ref No 238 . 01).

238 . 02 21/09/1972
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Brownjohn

Letter thanking Redgrove for 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' and offering a detailed section by section reaction to the 

title poem, discussing It, DNA, black holes, Chomsky, time, lightening.

238 . 03 27/07/1973
Peter 

Redgrove
P. C. Orr

Thanks Redgrove for his letter of 21st July, and mentions a scheme for radio programmes; missed Redgrove's 

broadcast of 'In The Country of the Skin'; enquires as to whether Redgrove would like to do a new recording for 

Harvard and the British Council to add to their collection; he would like to come to Cornwall to do such a recording 

if possible, mentioning a lecture he could give to Redgrove's students on Sylvia Plath.

238 . 04 24/10/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Irene 

Skolnick

Wonders if Redgrove would like to send the Hudson Review some new poems for them to consider publishing, on 

the strength of Philip Hobsbaum's description of Redgrove's work in his writing on 'The Present Condition of British 

Poetry'.
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238 . 05 05/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Ian 

Fletcher

Has acquired some papers from Peter Porter and would like to mount an exhibition on The Group; would also like 

to create a catalogue and requests Redgrove's help in the form of writing a preface and maybe loaning/giving 

manuscripts, letters and photographs; refers to an enquiry Redgrove made with regards creative writers in the 

university context.  See letter dated 28th March 1974, Ref No 238 . 11.

238 . 06 16/12/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Jack 

Beeching
Has only just returned home to find recording of 'In The Country of the Skin' waiting for him; offers comments on it.

238 . 07 24/01/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

George 

MacBeth

Refers to the Poetry Society Benefit reading, mentioning Gavin Ewart, Fleur Adcock and William Empson, and 

Redgrove's own piece (not named); refers to Brian Southam and to 'Man in the High Castle' by Philip Dick; thinks 

Redgrove should record his poem (not named) in Truro, which he will probably use in the March programme.

238 . 08 04/03/1974
Miss 

Wood

Roy P. 

Basler

Inquiring whether it is possible for them to buy a copy of the recording of 'In The Country of the Skin' to add to their 

archive of recorded poetry.

238 . 09 11/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Elisabeth 

Kerry

Thanks him for his letter of 10th March; has booked him a room at the George Hotel for 31st and 1st (March and 

April); would be delighted to see Penelope Shuttle also.

238 . 09 18/03/1974 Newells
Peter 

Redgrove
Sending travel information to Newells to pass on to Penelope Shuttle.

238 . 09
Peter 

Redgrove

Dennis 

Lowe

Thanks Redgrove for a letter he sent, and discusses possibility of picking him and Shuttle up from London for their 

visit to the (National) Film School; mentions a weekend of constant film showings for the weekend after the letter 

was written (we are not given the date); sent Redgrove some 70mm and some 8mm film; thanks him for the book 

(he does not say which one); mentions Blake.

238 . 10 27/03/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Colin 

Huggett

Writing to say how much he enjoyed 'In The Country of the Skin' and enjoys all of Redgrove's work; he is trying to 

collect everything Redgrove has so far written, and requests something in its original written or typed form; looking 

forward to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

238 . 11 28/03/1974
Ian 

Fletcher

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his letter (we are not given the date); refers to the catalogue (see letter dated 5th December 1973, 

Ref No 238 . 05); gives full information of his work details between 1951 and 1965, and corresponding information 

of the whereabouts of The Group, mentioning Philip (Hobsbaum), Leavis, H.A. Mason, Peter Porter, Martin Bell, 

Buffalo University and the Gregory Fellowship; refers to his mental trouble during 1965; refers to Philip's 

(Hobsbaum) work at Glasgow; mentions "some Jamesian obliquity" in relation to the catalogue (see letter dated 

24th June 1974, Ref No 238 . 13); discusses the tone of the early Group in reference to PH (Philip Hobsbaum); his 

development away from The Group.
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238 . 12 24/04/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Pamela 

Ridgwell

Letter concerning the North Western Secondary School Examination Board wanting to quote from a poem called 

'Conversation' which was published in 1966 under the title of 'Shadows'.

238 . 13 24/06/1974
Ian 

(Fletcher)

Peter 

Redgrove

Almost a cover letter for the second one (dated 24/06/74, Ref No 238 . 13) - he obviously sent them both together.  

This letter refers to the "alienated misogynist" phrase that presumably appears in the catalogue on The Group in 

relation to the enclosed letter, where he discusses it in detail; expresses his appreciation of the catalogue, and 

extends congratulations to both Ian Fletcher and Dr Pilling; mentions Jamesian tact in reference to two letters 

Redgrove sent to Fletcher with regards The Group (see letter dated 28th March 1974, Ref No 238 . 11).

238 . 13 24/06/1974
Ian 

Fletcher

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth letter discussing the catalogue that Fletcher is compiling of The Group, and in particular the reference to 

him as an 'alienated misogynist'; discusses this in relation to his marriage breakup and 'At The White Monument', 

mentioning Peter Porter and Peter Woodthorpe; discusses his movement from 'At The White Monument' to 'Dr 

Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit', with regards Faust's flirtation with Mephistopheles, Ishtar, the Dakini of the Tantras, and 

the region of The Mothers; refers to 'The Hermaphrodite Album' and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; discusses the idea 

of mythography as oppose to myth-making, with reference to Yeats, Jung, 'Romantic Mythologies' and 'In The 

Country of the Skin'; refers to The Golden Dawn Exercises in relation to Yeats; thanks Fletcher again for the 

catalogue and wonders can he change the misogynist bit in any future editions; sends Fletcher a radio script of the 

novel concerning a female Faust (probably 'In The Country of the Skin') .  See other letter with Ref No 238 . 13.

238 . 14 01/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Ian 

Fletcher

Refers to a letter from Redgrove (see letter dated 24th June 1974, Ref No 238 . 13); mentions biographical 

information, Dr Pilling and the catalogue (of The Group); refers to 'Romantic Mythologies' in relation to Yeats ("the 

Master") and to The Golden Dawn exercises; mentions a recent television programme (not named); thanks 

Redgrove for the radio script ('In The Country of the Skin'); mentions he is going to the States for some time.
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238 . 14 02/07/1974
Ian 

Fletcher

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Fletcher for his letter dated 1st July 1974 (Ref No 238 . 14) and mentions that he himself will be going to 

America to be a Professor (O'Connor Professor of Literature at Colgate University, NY); discusses the catalogue (of 

The Group) in relation to Yeats, Golden Dawn exercises and Anima Mundi; discusses the term "meditation" as 

oppose to "occultism", with reference to Freud, Jung and dreams; mentions the Otz Chiim and the tree of life of the 

Zohar; speculates as to whether Yeats and Jung were aware of each others work, which he considered whilst at 

Leeds (Gregory Fellow in Poetry, Leeds University, 1962-65); discusses psychology related to exploration, 

mentioning eidetic imagining of the Grail Castle and Grail mysteries; discusses 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and 'In 

The Country of the Skin', making reference to John Layard; would like to contribute if Fletcher undertakes another 

book of essays concerning the themes discussed; refers to Yeats and Jung in relation to Dion Fortune and to G.D. 

(probably Golden Dawn).

238 . 15 22/07/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite

Thanks him for 'On Losing One's Black Dog' but does not want to use any of it; refers to Redgrove's going to 

America, saying he himself may be going to Yale in the autumn of 75.

238 . 16 02/09/1974
Peter 

Redgrove

Sallyann 

Jacobson

Letter informing Redgrove that the Swedish translation rights of 'In The Country of the Skin' have been sold to Bo 

Cavefors, detailing the terms of sale.

238 . 17 30/10/1974 TLS

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter in draft form in response to a review of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' in the TLS from 25th October 1974 (See 

'Other Material' record, Ref No 238); discusses the reviewer's comments that Redgrove and Shuttle's writing is 

"lively and colourful" but the subject matter of the story is dull; 'Robyn's Candle Poems' at the end of the book in 

reference to the meaningful life of a woman; mentions how the reviewer brings in Ortega and Spengler when Jung 

and Campbell would have been better; refers to the reason for their writing together and not signing any of the 

poems; and the reason for their appearing in the book, either as characters or as poets being read by characters.

238 . 17 26/01/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

William 

Varcoe

Begs Redgrove's forgiveness for an intrusion that morning, and refers to 'The Collector'; mentions Jack Clemo; 

refers to hearing Redgrove at the Lincoln "forum" and possibly writing about it in the local press; mentions Dannie 

Abse, Alan Brownjohn, Hugo Williams and Kevin Crossley Holland; brings his own work to the White Hart; mentions 

he is a Catholic, not a Methodist, but that the 'Recorder' does good literary reviews.

238 . 17 26/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

N. C. de 

Pfeiffer

Thanks Redgrove for returning corrected typescript for Who's Who entry; encloses new version of Redgrove's 

biography (see 'Other Material', Ref No 238).
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238 . 17 31/01/1977 Mr Donald
Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to a short review of Shuttle's 'Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden' in the Sunday Telegraph on 30th January 1977 

(see 'Other Material', Ref No 238, for a copy of the review); describes what an ocarina is; discusses how the book is 

different to the others Mr Donald was reviewing; sends Mr Donald a copy of a TLS review published the previous 

week on Shuttle's book (probably dated 28th January 1977 - see 'Other Material', Ref No 238), discussing how her 

prose is radical as oppose to "experimental"; offers details of Penelope Shuttle's previous work with reference to 

the publishers applying for an Arts Council subsidy and to Penelope Shuttle as a feminist.

238 . 17
Peter 

Redgrove

Michael 

Horovitz

Thanks Redgrove for some things he sent (we are not told what) and refers to a tour (February 1976 - April) in 

relation to the Ariz Center; a note from Redgrove (about Horovitz we presume) would be more effective than one 

from himself; mentions a Lois Shelton with reference to a tour, two bookings he has in Canada and one for UCLA, 

referring to Tuscon; sends something back to Redgrove (not named).

238 . 18 30/01/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Jasia 

Reichardt

Refers to an exhibition called 'The City in Images, Music and Words' that had to be postponed due to lack of funds; 

going ahead with a small exhibition (29th May - 6th June 75) and requests a photograph and some bibliographical 

material from Redgrove.  See also letters with reference number 67 . 14, which we presume are concerned with the 

same project.

a238 . 19 14/02/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Bruce 

Hewett

Refers to a few of Redgrove's poems advertised in Second Aeon, but would like Redgrove to recommend his best 

book of poems for Hewett to buy, along with the name of the publisher and the price; enclosed a postal order and 

stamped addressed envelope (not attached).

238 . 20 12/04/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Beer

Discusses Redgrove's resignation from Colgate, mentioning the Society of Authors magazine and PEN.; discusses 

fees and commissions, with reference to Marjory Barton of the National Poetry Secretariat, Josephine Falk and a 

committee meeting in Exeter the coming Tuesday, where she will sound out Redgrove's chances of getting 

bookings; refers to Ted Walker saying he may have something at his college (New England College); discusses the 

anthology ('New Poems 75', PEN.), mentioning the (New) Statesman in relation to his new book which is due ('Sons 

of my Skin'); invites him and Penelope Shuttle to a party in Hampstead; refers to the death of John Layard.

238 . 20 06/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Beer

Letter discussing the anthology ('New Poems 75', PEN.) and the poems she has chosen from his new work, which 

are 'Plain Poems of Change in February', 'The Navy's Here' and 'To Those Who Cannot Catch the Disease' ('From 

Every Chink of the Ark'); wonders if he has heard for SWA (South West Arts) with regards a tour that Beer was 

supposed to do with Robert Lowell, who has fallen ill; she has contacted SWA expressing the wish that Redgrove be 

asked instead.  A passing reference is made to Roger Stennett in this letter, and there is an article by Stennett on 

Redgrove in the archive (Ref No 238), though it is unclear whether Beer is referring to this or not.
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238 . 20 08/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Frederic 

Smith

Letter regarding the changing of a recital from the Wednesday evening (11th June 75) to the following Thursday 

morning (12th June 75); mentions Patricia Beer.

238 . 20 20/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Fran 

Richards

Details of the venue and time for the performance he is giving on Thursday 5th June 75 for the Courtyard Arts Trust, 

Gloucester.

238 . 20 20/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Mrs M 

Kirby
Letter referring to hotel arrangements for the night of Monday 9th June (75), in connection with the SWA tour.

238 . 20 22/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

Welsford

Has booked rooms for Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle and for Mr and Mrs (Patricia) Beer; the reading will be 

the first to take place in the new library, which will not open until 20th June (as he makes reference to Friday the 

13th, we can assume that is the date of the reading); mentions the unwillingness of local booksellers to sell books at 

the meeting, so says Redgrove can sell his work if he so wished.

238 . 20 24/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Mrs M 

Kirby

Thanks Redgrove for a letter with enclosures (not named) and refers to W.H. Smith in connection with his new book 

(probably 'Sons of my Skin'); requests a photograph of Redgrove for publicity.

238 . 20 28/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Bob 

Ormrod

Note of confirmation of hotel booking near the Arts Centre (White Hart Hotel), and a drawing of a map at the 

bottom of the page.

238 . 20 29/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove
R. J. Fagg

Letter regarding the visit to Minehead on 10th June (75); the reading will take place at the West Somerset School; 

hotel rooms have been booked for Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle and for Mr and Mrs Beer at the Mentone 

Hotel.

238 . 20 06/06/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Frederic 

Smith

Has booked a room for Peter Redgrove and Penelope Shuttle at the White Hart Hotel for the 11th (June 75); looks 

forward to meeting them on the 12th for the reading (see letter dated 8th May 75, Ref No 238 . 20).

238 . 21 22/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Discusses his book (not named) in relation to Kavanagh (probably P.J.); 'Logan Stone' (Thomas) in connection with 

publishing and reviews, mentioning Cape Goliard; refers to 'Crosslight' and some comments he has made on some 

of Redgrove's poems, discussing dream-songs, Shuttle's "Candle-poems" and the American Indian kind of dream-

song; discusses 'Love' and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; campaign to save the College (Hereford College of Education) 

going on at the moment, preventing him from reading all but the introduction of Redgrove's book ('Sons of my 

Skin'), and poems from his first collection; mentions 'Against Death', 'A Leaf...(From My Bestiary)', 'A Storm', 'The 

Bird' and 'The Archaeologist', saying that many of them "have a touch of Frost" (Robert Frost); refers to his mother's 

death; hoping to visit them in the Summer, and for them to come up in the Autumn, referring to Whitecross and the 

Sixth form college.
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238 . 22 24/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Booth

Discusses 'Sons of my Skin'; mentions Tribune allowing him 400 words on Redgrove and 400 on Anne Sexton; refers 

to Elizabeth Jennings' new book (probably 'Growing Points', Carcanet New Press, 1975); discusses Colgate 

University; refers to the Middleton booklet (not named); mentions a poem Redgrove sent to him (not named); will 

enclose carbon of his review (on 'Sons of my Skin').  Copy of the review is in the archive, Ref No 238.

238 . 23
Peter 

Redgrove

Elisabeth 

Peterson

Would like permission to include three poems of Redgrove's in the PEN. 'New Poems 75', edited by Patricia Beer 

(poems are 'Plain Poems of Change in February', 'To Those Who Cannot Catch the Disease', and 'The Navy's Here', 

from 'From Every Chink of the Ark'); encloses a bibliographical note which appeared in New Poems 1973-74, and 

requests that Redgrove inform Anthony Whittome at Hutchinsons (Hutchinson Publishing Group Ltd) of any 

alterations.  The letter is dated at the top by "June 75", and has a note by Redgrove saying "Permission Given 26th 

June 75".  See letter dated 04/08/75, Ref No 238 . 24.

238 . 24 04/08/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Whittome

Sends Redgrove proof of his poems and the bibliographical note for New Poems 75; refers to the anthology (PEN. 

'New Poems 75').  See letter dated June 75, Ref No 238 . 23.

238 . 25 19/08/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Beer

Letter thanking Redgrove for the subscription to the Hudson Review, mentioning the New York Review; refers to 

review of 'Sons of my Skin' (for the Listener), and encloses a copy of it for Redgrove; mentions she is going away on 

holiday; finishing a longish review on two new Frost (Robert) books for the TLS (not named); mentions (PEN.) 

anthology in relation to Hutchinsons (Hutchinson Publishing Group Ltd).  Copy of the review of 'Sons of my Skin' is in 

the archive, Ref No 238.

238 . 26 27/01/1976
Sandy 

Parkinson

Alan 

Hundleby
Thanks her for sending them Bernice Rubens and Gavin Ewart, and hopes they may have writers visit again.

238 . 26 30/01/1976
Miss 

Parkinson

Derek 

Gordon

Thanks her for arranging the visit of Bernice Rubens, Gavin Ewart, Peter Vansittart and Peter Redgrove to the 

Grantham Teachers' Centre, and would like to arrange further visits in the future; will arrange for a publicity report 

in the Grantham Journal.  Note at the end of the letter saying there is a piece in the Journal already.

238 . 26 09/02/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Sandy 

Parkinson

Thanks Redgrove for going to Lincoln the previous week; sends him some letters from schools (see other two letters 

with Ref No 238 . 26).  Letter is dated 9th February only, but we can assume it is 1976.
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238 . 27
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Alex 

Bowlby

Letter discussing how he was having a dream about a sex ritual, and woke to find the same subject being described 

in a poem by Peter Redgrove on the radio, which reminded him of a chat he and Patrick had the previous summer; 

would like to meet Redgrove some day; refers to Keith Douglas; discusses how life is just "dropping" into his lap; 

refers to the journal he is writing, his parachute novel, and 'Order of the Day', which a film director is interested in.  

The only film listed under that title on the Film Index International database is a French film, 'L'Ordre Du Jour', and 

the author of the original work is listed as Jean-Luc Outers.

238 . 27
Peter 

Redgrove

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Cannot get his old novel (not named) printed but cannot bring himself to change it; encloses letter by Alex Bowlby 

(see other letter with Ref No 238 . 27), saying Bowlby has written a book called 'The Memoirs of Rifleman Bowlby' 

(there is no book listed by Bowlby under this name, but there is one called 'The Recollections of Rifleman Bowlby').

238 . 28
Peter 

Redgrove

Alan 

(Ross?)

Refers to some poems and to Redgrove's trip; mentions the 'Shirtmaker' ('Shirtmaker's Apprentice' in 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark').

238 . 29
Peter 

Redgrove

Allan 

Green

He is going to miss May Day in Padstow and the Helston Floral Day; mentions a meeting with Angus Wilson; the end 

of the football season, with regards Norwich; a sit-in held by the Students Union (East Anglia) to support five 

expelled students at Lancaster; mentions Derek Mahon and a reading he gave, where he mentioned Redgrove's 

name, and goes on to discuss the possibility of Redgrove coming up with reference to (Malcolm) Bradbury; 

mentions a play he is writing (not named) for some girls from Comp. Lit. (comparative literature) to make a film out 

of; refers to an exam he had the previous Friday.    Letter is dated by Friday, 2nd May.  We can assume this was the 

third letter written with Ref No 238 . 29 as he has missed May Day in Padstow, and he has taken the exam (of 25th 

April).
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238 . 29
Peter 

Redgrove

Allan 

Green

Thanks Redgrove for a letter and refers to Colgate, saying that his ideal teaching situation would be in art college; 

mentions Malcolm Bradbury in relation to a British Council lecture tour of Spain, and that he gave Bradbury some 

work in October 1974 which he has since re-written; refers to Deirdre Burton who is his other tutor, and who is very 

enthusiastic about Redgrove's work and about getting Redgrove into the college; discusses "the poetry fellowship" 

which has now gone to an Irish poet (not named); Bradbury would like to suggest Peter Redgrove and Penelope 

Shuttle for the Poetry Fellow; says if they haven't heard from Bradbury by the end of the holiday (Easter), to get in 

touch with him (Green) and he will go and see Bradbury; mentions he would like to come and visit after Easter; is 

having a couple of poems (not named) published in the May/June edition of Little Word Machine; states how lucky 

he was to have gone to Falmouth (art school).   We are not told which fellowship he is referring to but a scheme of 

funding by the Arts Council of Great Britain to engage writers as university fellows is referred to in letter dated 9th 

October 75, Ref No 234 . 12.  He says he has been at East Anglia for 6 months, which we suppose would make it 

around March - hence this letter was probably written before the one dated Friday 2nd May and possibly written 

before the one dated just by Friday, where he refers to the forthcoming exam (both with Ref No 238 . 29).   This 

letter is dated just by Wednesday.

238 . 29

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Allan 

Green

Went down to Falmouth for a few days and saw Derek and Tim (no surnames are given); mentions going to 

Padstow for May Day; refers to (Malcolm) Bradbury with reference to getting Redgrove up there (East Anglia); 

mentions going to see the theatre group, making reference to 'the Place', 'Life Masque', material on Shakespeare, 

and 'Death-Kit' (Susan Sontag); refers to some advice Redgrove has given him; goes on to discuss relationships in 

the light of male/female relations and love making.   This letter is dated by Friday.  We can assume this was the 

second letter of the three with Ref No 238 . 29, because he is thinking of going to Padstow and he mentions a 

forthcoming exam.  As the exam is scheduled for the 25th April, the letter was written before that date (we are not 

given the year).

238 . 30
Peter 

Redgrove

Jeremy 

Brooks

Discusses an exhibition that his wife is putting on in London (refers to the Sunday Times); if Redgrove is in London 

before 24th November (we are not given the year) he will take him; discusses his own 'Jampot'; discusses 

Redgrove's "Skin" ('In The Country of the Skin'), which he read whilst in Wales, in relation to LSD, the Welsh 

landscape and a visit to Wales about four years earlier; mentions in particular the poem about her dresses, the Sun-

stones singing, and Victor von F's letter; thanks Redgrove for sending him the radio version; relates it to 'Dr Faust's 

Sea-Spiral Spirit'; mentions the perils of doing free-lance work; refers to the novel he is writing entitled 'The Book of 

Churls' and some of his own poems (not named).
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239 . 01 05/11/1973
Peter 

Redgrove

Robert 

Nye

Mentions Redgrove and Shuttle's 'Trashabet'; Shuttle's 'Wailing Monkey Embracing A Tree'; some Donald Hatch 

Andrews stuff (not named); Redgrove's radio play 'In The Country of the Skin' with reference to Dylan Thomas and 

'Under Milk Wood'; the Guardian fiction prize; writing in answer to Redgrove's letter (one he wrote in August); will 

answer the Pelagian bit, which he discusses with reference to Xtian (Christian), the Grail, rejection of original sin, 

and baptism; gives his own opinion on the importance of Pelagius being a typically British thing, discussing 

Augustine's definitions of original sin, in relation to the notion of human will and the opposition between nature 

and grace; discusses the Mass with regards the presence of Christ in the wine; mentions Jung's paper on the Mass 

(in the Eranos yearbook), 'The Shape of the Liturgy' (Don Gregory Dix), George Every, and Victor White's 'God and 

the Unconscious'; ends the letter with a poem by Charles Sisson entitled 'A Letter to John Donne'; sent them two 

poems (not named) and a piece on Donne (not named).

239 . 02 25/09/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Refers to a book of parodies that they discussed the previous night, which he has found and sent to Redgrove; 

refers to Redgrove's careful reading of his own novel (not named); mentions Ronnie?.  We presume this letter was 

written in 75 as the reply is dated by that year, even though this letter has no year on it.

239 . 02 27/09/1975
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Sending the booklet back (not named - see other letter with Ref No 239 . 02); discusses Colin Falck; the Art School 

(Falmouth); mentions Ander Gunn (photographer), Ray Exworth (sculptor) and one of his own students (not 

named); refers to The New Review; discusses his own policy of taking as much work as possible, referring to 

Kaleidoscope and Cheltenham (Festival); mentions 'Mr Waterman' and some comments Kavanagh made on his 

novel (not named); mentions the unmanned radio studio at Truro.

239 . 03 12/04/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Discusses visiting Forrabury Church (in Boscastle) and seeing that Redgrove and Shuttle had signed the visitors book 

before them; mentions Colgate; their Penguin book being out of print.  The book referred to is 'Penguin Modern 

Poets, No. 11', Penguin books, 1968.  The book includes poetry by Peter Redgrove, D. M. Thomas, and D. M. Black

239 . 03 01/05/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

Heard from George Tardios that Redgrove was back in England; sends Redgrove his book (not named) mentioning 

Redgrove's help on the original manuscript, and 'In The Country of the Skin'; would Redgrove and Shuttle be 

interested in doing a reading in the Autumn.

239 . 04 09/10/1975
Peter 

Redgrove

D. M. 

Thomas

He met Kate Raby whilst doing a Totleigh course, who mentioned going to study writing with Redgrove; mentions 

Brian Patten and Ted Hughes in relation to the Totleigh course; asks Redgrove's advice on publishing a limited 

edition of a sequence of narrative poems which he calls a Science Fiction version of the Odyssey; refers to his own 

'Love and Other Deaths'; mentions college (Hereford College of Education).
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239 . 05 18/10/1976 Mr Falck
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in response to Falck's review of Redgrove's 'Sons of my Skin' in the New Review 2, 17 (entitled 'Straying to 

the Savage' - copy in the archive, Ref No 239); refers to his training as a scientist in relation to the phrase "the 

scientist's poetic vision of the process"; discusses the change of direction in his work with reference to his marriage 

break-up, the poem 'Erosion', his comments in his New Review statement, the label of surrealism, and the poem 

'Sweat'; Goethe in relation to "observer consciousness" and scientific experiment; refers to N. O. Brown's 'Life 

Against Death' with reference to psychoanalysis, mentioning David Holbrook, John Layard, Homer Lane, Stekel and 

Jung; his own analysis with Layard with reference to agreed reality, his marriage, dreams, and the poet's use of 

them; erotic or sexual experience in relation to Christian culture, discussing maithuna, sexual energy, and the first 

poem he ever wrote, in relation to education and natural eroticism; discusses his own experience of a magnification 

of perception in relation to 'agreed reality', sexual disgust, and menstruation; discusses the phrase "world-

redemptive possibilities of poetry" used by Falck in his review, again mentioning 'agreed reality'; discusses 'The 

Terrors of Dr Treviles'; the phrase "bring a variety of private experiences into creative tension" in relation to the 

appearance of eccentricity and surrealism, boundaries of the "human world", schizophrenia, and "subhuman"; 

discusses the 'problems' of espousing surrealism, lack of logic, and a too-great eroticism, arguing that they need not 

be construed as such, and going on to discuss "the tension between the actual and possible" with reference to Blake 

("What is now proved was once only imagined" - 'Marriage of Heaven and Hell'), creative tension, the concept of 

'durable poetry', Graves, culture and "agreed reality"; discusses the phrase "facile mysticism" with reference to the 

relationship of the Carmelites, the Jesuits, the Golden Dawn, and writing, surrealism, and surrealistic writing, in 

relation to one's own "shadow", "agreed reality", and projection (in psychoanalytic terms); discusses his interest in 

verse-technique as lying not with the "post-Chaucerian or Augustan masters of satire" but with Langland, the 

Gawayne poet, and Middle English poetry; mentions 'Ark', Mr Hamilton, and the New Review; wonders if Falck 

would be interested in reading his verse in Cornwall (Falmouth Art School).
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239 . 05 19/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove
Colin Falck

Reply to Redgrove's letter of 18th October 1976; refers to Redgrove's use of the phrase "agreed reality", saying it 

wasn't Falck's phrase; discusses Redgrove's change of style in 'Sons of my Skin' in terms of a hidden meaning, self-

awareness, and the creative process; discusses "surrealism" with reference to Redgrove's comments in the 1972 

Review in relation to "agreed reality", finding out what reality is through art and poetry, Fancy and imagination, in 

relation to the creative process; leads Falck to withdraw his references to surrealism, but saying that his reactions 

were instinctive, referring to 'Expectant Father' and its being tuned in to reality, and the presence of "creative 

tension", his comments on Redgrove's later style, and the journalistic restrictions of space; discusses the phrase 

"bizarre subhuman detail" with reference to change of style, and Falck's assumptions about what poetry does; 

question of relationship between 'possible' and 'actual' with reference to (Eliot's) Prufrock, 'Brave New World' 

(Aldous Huxley) and opium; discusses his use of "durable poetry", relating it to style rather than actual images, 

mentioning 'Expectant Father', and leading to a discussion of occultism and mysticism; in-depth discussion 

mentioning psychoanalysis, and stating that he thinks Redgrove's attitudes are opposite to his own, notions of 

wildness and illogicality, his own "scrupulosity", and madness in relation to the 18th century and modern times 

(post 1960's); refers to Redgrove's verse-technique using first five lines of 'For No Good Reason' (Redgrove) to 

illustrate his point; would like to read in Falmouth; mentions a reading he did the previous week in a Chelsea pub, 

and one he and John Fuller did the previous night in Oxford; mentions his one book, 'Backwards Into the Smoke' 

(Carcanet Press).
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239 . 05 21/11/1976 Colin Falck
Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Falck's letter of 19th November 1976; wonders if Falck has mistaken Redgrove for somebody else and 

makes general observation to how he sees poetry and what it tries to do; using phrase "agreed reality" again, 

explaining that he uses it in relation to an ill-balance in our society by discussing visual perception and cerebral 

intellectation (mentions Rimbaud), his poetry as a mimesis of deep (archaic) experiences, representation of a 

pattern of sensations as oppose to narrative discourse, and a Jungian explanation; long discussion beginning with 

Falck's notion of Redgrove's change of style half-way through 'Sons of my Skin'.  Redgrove says he cannot find it, but 

can see a consistency, which he discusses in terms of 'Expectant Father', referring to a metaphor Falck uses in one 

of his poems (not named) of a woman coming into harbour like a great ship and saying that it is plain language; 

mentions Machado poems (not named), discusses 'Expectant Father' in relation to the darker side of ourselves, 

one's dead self (refers to Paul (St?)), sent Falck an account of such matters done in an interview with two Americans 

three years earlier (not named but possibly the Hudson Review); discusses the aim of religion in relation to 'life in 

unexpected directions', drawing on the energy of our terrors, sending "representatives" to heaven and hell, and 

relating it to one type of poetry that can be read as litany, mentioning Javeh's speeches in the book of Job, Song of 

Songs, Neruda's Canto General, Blake, Smart, St. John Perse, and Gawayne; refers to a discussion in John Senior's 

'The Way Down and Out' of this use of poetry, talks of his own poetry, and of madness in relation to clinical 

psychologists (gives an example of Jung); refers to human nature and scientific discoveries, discussing the occult, 

meditation, psychoanalysis, and fantasy, and referring to Eliot's Prufrock and 'Ash Wednesday', and to Lowell; 

discusses the advance of society with reference to Koestler's 'Act of Creation', Einstein, relativity and the atomic 

bomb, Descartes and the observer-fallacy, and "agreed reality"; discusses "the shadow" in relation to lies, 

dogmatism, fantasies, delusions, and the relationship with this and madness, scientific discovery, good poems, and 

opium (a habit he says is a deteriorated form of the religious experience); discusses 'For No Good Reason', 

mentioning Edward Thomas; glad Falck can come to Falmouth and needs to speak to his boss, Lionel Miskin, about 

this; sends 'The Glass Cottage' explaining why it is in prose.

239 . 05 24/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove
Colin Falck Wonders if Redgrove is going to be tutoring at Arvon this year, and would he consider pairing up with Falck.
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239 . 05 01/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Colin Falck

Reply to Redgrove's letter of 21st November 1976; discusses the quasi-religious or psychoanalytic literature that 

Redgrove refers to at various points; says he may sound defensive, but feels strongly that Redgrove's involvement 

with such matters is a personal consequence of factors in his life; discusses Redgrove's interview with the two 

Americans (not named, but probably Hudson Review) with regards why Redgrove left the army, mentioning Wilfred 

Owen, Edward Thomas, Robert Graves and Alun Lewis; senses a reluctance in Redgrove to believe in or take an 

interest in any outward social commitment to other human beings; wants a clearer idea of the relations between 

the images of poetry and the ideals of life, referring to Hegel and Marx's ideas as oppose to those of Jung, and 

saying that he finds modern western people's involvement with oriental thinking to be retrogressive and 

psychologically degenerate; refers to meditation and yoga as maybe a useful corrective, and mentions Taoism, 

Stoicism, and his faith in the traditional wisdoms of our own culture; refers to Christianity and Nietzsche; read 'The 

Glass Cottage' and comments on it with reference to the "Burroughsish cut-up technique" (William Burroughs' 

writing style) as oppose to actual story; he would have liked 'The Glass Cottage' more if it had been written in a 

diary style, mentioning Kafka's 'Diaries', Rilke's 'Malte Laurids Brigge', and Hesse's 'Steppenwolf', and says he was 

irritated by all the mentions of blood; sends Redgrove a copy of his book ('Backwards Into the Smoke') and some 

more recent poems.
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239 . 05 07/01/1977 Colin Falck
Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Falck's letter of 1st January 1977; mentions the birth of their daughter, Zoe Teresa on 3rd December 

(1976); thinks they should meet before they continue corresponding to try to save any more misunderstandings; 

refers to Falck's use of the term "quasi-religious" in conjunction with "psychoanalysis", mentioning Eysenk's 

(Eysenck) new book (not named), Kline's 'Fact and Fantasy in Freudian Theory', and the Bible; discusses Falck's 

willingness to study the kinds of work Redgrove mentions only if they were of use to him, leading to a discussion of 

Redgrove's involvement in such matters as of course being a consequence of personal experience; refers to his 

reasons for leaving the army, with reference to Owen, Graves, Sassoon, and 'The White Goddess', which he says is 

"a sound personal interpretation of the historical facts."; discusses Falck's criticism of 'The Glass Cottage' in relation 

to it being a 'belles lettres' and its being concerned with the Goddess-Murder; discusses the influence of menstrual 

rhythms, and Falck's point about oriental religion; discusses Falck's comments that Redgrove has no social 

commitment, and refers to the book he is co-writing ('The Wise Wound') and an article he and Shuttle were 

commissioned to write for 'Psychology Today' (probably 'When Is A Curse Not A Curse?', a typed copy of which is in 

the archive, reference number 98); refers to Graves' 'The White-Goddess' (Faber and Faber, 1948) and to (John) 

Layard, who was a pupil of Jung, Homer Lane and Stekel; wishes Falck would read some Jung, and does consider the 

"images of poetry and the ideals of life" to be intimately involved; discusses Falck's poems in his book, and needs 

more time to digest his more recent poems; hopes they may meet and talk, and wonders can he call Falck when he 

is next in London.  This letter was not sent.  See letter dated 11th January 1977.  Dated 1976 but probably written 

1977.

239 . 05 11/01/1977 Colin Falck
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to Falck's of 1st January 1977; mentions the Hudson Review interview; thanks Falck for his book 

('Backwards into the Smoke') and his more recent poems; makes the point that psychoanalysis is not necessarily a 

"quasi-religious activity", and explains his reasons for leaving the army; refers to Falck's discussion of oriental 

religion, mentioning Hegel, the Taoists, Langland, Eliot, Dante, Goethe, and the Middle English mystics; states that 

Falck has clearly not read Jung, whom Redgrove discusses as social commentator and historian as well as an 

empirical psychologist, and says he (Redgrove) sees himself as Epicurean and Lucretian; refers to the historical basis 

of the "ignorance" of Christianity, mentioning Augustine; discusses 'The Glass Cottage' in relation to Rilke, Hesse, it 

being a 'belle lettres', and the Goddess-Murder; states that he is not a "liberal intellectual" but a "radical feminist" 

and mentions 'The Wise Wound' which they are presently writing; thinks it would be best if they hold off any more 

writing until they meet.   This letter seems to come to an end mid-way through.  See also letter dated 7th January 

1977.
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239 . 05 26/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Colin Falck

Thanks Redgrove for a letter that came that morning; says that he has indeed read Jung to some extent and 

discusses his own inability to respond to or be interested in such writers; discusses "metaphysical statements", as 

oppose to proper metaphysical arguments in defence of such statements, making reference to the Enlightenment, 

British empiricist/positivist tradition, "mystical" writing, Hegel, and Redgrove's own early scientific training; refers to 

the three critiques of Kant in relation to Hegel; believes mysticism can be broken down into philosophy or art; 

refers to 'official' and 'alternative' culture, thinking that critical reason is missing on both sides, and mentioning 

Herbert Marcuse's 'Eros and Civilization'; discusses 'The Glass Cottage' as lacking convincing artistic unity and would 

have preferred to read it as more of a diary, though does concede that the idea of artistic unity is an endlessly 

disputable area, and also relates his criticism to the idea of Redgrove as a poet being a "radical feminist", or rather 

"any very identifiable kind of '-ist' ".

239 . 06 25/03/1976
George 

Newson

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to Newson's with regards the proposition of writing a variation of Shakespeare's Sonnet 116; would 

gladly attempt it; asks whether Newson has thought of having a contribution by a woman poet.

239 . 06 29/03/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

George 

Newson

Delighted Redgrove has agreed to write a variation of Sonnet 116; would like to have a woman poet contribute, but 

does not know any; would like to invite any poets that may be interested.

239 . 06 31/03/1976
George 

Newson

Peter 

Redgrove

Will let Newson have his variation of Sonnet 116 by the end of July; recommends Penelope Shuttle who would very 

much like to contribute.  A copy of Redgrove's variation, along with notes, is in the archive, Ref No 239.

239 . 06
Peter 

Redgrove

George 

Newson

Newson has been commissioned by the Scottish National Orchestra to write a work for Musica Nova scheduled for 

Glasgow the following September; he is going to base the structure of his composition on Shakespeare's Sonnet 

number 116; had the idea of commissioning a number of poets to write variations of the sonnet, and he will then 

set the collection to music; has written to George MacBeth, Peter Porter, George Mackay Brown and Eddie Morgan, 

and wonders if Redgrove would be interested; would like to offer the original score and sketches of own poem in 

exchange for the work, though will offer a fee if Redgrove would prefer.  This letter is the beginning of the 

correspondence with Ref No 239 . 06, therefore it was written before Redgrove's response, dated 25th March 1976.
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239 . 07 10/07/1976
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Garfitt's book (not named) being 'down' on Redgrove; sends him a conversation (not named) with 

reference to a conversation they had at the Society of Authors whilst waiting for the Gregory award; discusses an 

alternative tradition to a society that is nominally Christian, mentioning Jerome Rothenberg, John Senior's 'The Way 

Down and Out', Blake, Eliot, and intelligent reverie; discusses daydreaming in relation to the Golden Dawn exercises 

and to Yeats' 'Autobiographies'; refers to the things that come up in these reveries in relation to abnormal 

psychology, Jung's "archetypes", and Garfitt's own Bull poem, mentioning Ted Hughes; reference is made to our 

"creatures of the id" of jealousy, projection, envy, greed, etc.; thinks they could maybe open a correspondence.

239 . 07 08/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Garfitt

Reply to Redgrove's letter dated 10th July 1976; will correspond by letter, but wonders if Redgrove would like to 

stay at his house for a few days to have a conversation face to face.

239 . 07 11/08/1976
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

They cannot go to stay at Garfitt's house because of the book they are writing ('The Wise Wound') and because the 

baby is due, but Redgrove would like to invite him to read at the Art School in the Autumn term; tries to start a 

dialogue on paper with the proposition "Poetry is the natural literacy of the psyche"; makes a more specific literary 

proposition with reference to Irving Howe on Sylvia Plath's poetry (in Poetry Dimension 3); mentions that his 

cottage is very small, so have to put guests in the bed and breakfast round the corner'; refers to their new "jeu 

d'esprit" ('The Glass Cottage') mentioning their recent America trip and the QE2.

239 . 07 16/09/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Roger 

Garfitt

Thanks them for 'The Glass Cottage'; cannot read at Falmouth in Autumn due to Arts Council duties in Bangor, but 

would like to read some time after June, and invites Redgrove to come to Bangor some time in the Spring; gives his 

address in Bangor, and says can accommodate all three of them if they decide to visit.
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239 . 07 21/05/1977
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a remark Garfitt made about 'The Glass Cottage' in that week's TLS (it was in an article about Michael 

Bullock's 'Randolph Cranstone and the Glass Thimble' entitled Secret Doors Galore - a copy is in the archive, Ref 

239); discusses the relationship between 'In The Country of the Skin' and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' detailing a 

progression, stating that in 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' Redgrove and Shuttle wanted to say that it was the feminine 

person that usually turned up with the broader mind; refers to a remark Garfitt once made about 'The Glass 

Cottage' being a 'belles lettres', and explains what they tried to do with the book in the sense of telling both stories 

and anecdotes, and employing cinematic techniques; goes on to discuss 'The Wise Wound' and the imagery 

associated with the feminine nature as an image of existence for women; mentions 'The God of Glass', due out the 

following year as "entertainment" with a serious theme, and mentions why some things look dreamlike because 

they are contrary to a Christian, anti-feminist society; relates his own poetry to Rilke's, and in particular Rilke's 

'Sonnets to Orpheus'; mentions that he is writing a sequel to 'The Wise Wound'; sends Garfitt copies of 'The Terrors 

of Dr Treviles', 'In The Country of the Skin' (along with the play), and 'Miss Carstairs Dressed for Blooding'.

239 . 07 28/05/1977
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Redgrove has just read Garfitt's article in Schmidt's 'Poetry of the Sixties', under 'Groupings' and 'The Group'; 

discusses being compared with Hughes, mentioning Plath; refers to his scientific background, formal notions of 

style, George Herbert and Hopkins' 'haeccitas'; discusses 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 

'The Glass Cottage' and 'The Wise Wound'; goes on to discuss poetry, and being oneself, in relation to the above 

mentioned article (by Garfitt); discusses the poem 'A Small Particle of that Former Blackness' (Redgrove) in relation 

to the article, depression, and John Layard, mentioning the selected ('Sons of my Skin') and Marie Peel; mentions 

drinking beer; the technical criticism of 'The Gamut' (Redgrove); discusses why poets need critics in relation to his 

view on human life being a register of emotional convictions; refers to Peter Ryan who showed Redgrove the 

article; will send Garfitt a copy of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and is sending him a little book now ('Ten Poems'); 

mentions other works of his that he will gladly send to Garfitt and invites comments about his work.
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239 . 07 07/07/1977
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Hopes Garfitt has received the copy of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' that Redgrove asked Routledge to send him; 

refers to their dialogue begun in the Gregory Waiting-Room of the Author's Society referring to a writer on African 

culture (not named) who contrasts neo-African poetry with European surrealism and expressionism; mentions how 

black people are the heroes of many of Redgrove's works, including 'In The Country of the Skin' and 'The God of 

Glass'; discusses his studies of psychology and "magic" in relation to Massey's 'The Natural Genesis', and a 

statement he did for the PBS (Poetry Book Society) in relation to 'From Every Chink of the Ark' and the word 

"Thinging"; refers to colonization of races and currents in the human spirit, mentioning insulin shock and femininity.

239 . 07 11/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Garfitt

Thanks Redgrove for his two letters, and would like copies of some of Redgrove's work so he can study it and offer 

criticism and feed-back; he is in the middle of the prose at the moment; discusses the African article (see letter 

dated 07/07/77, Ref No 239 . 07) which he finds very interesting, and would like to show it to Anthony Conran; 

discusses modern criticism as using an impoverished and inadequate framework, and discusses Ted Hughes, George 

Barker (in particular his 'Letter to a Deaf Poet', found in his Essays), Edwin Muir and Kathleen Raine; refers to 

depression and John Layard, enclosing a poem (called 'Buzzard Soaring' - see ref No 239); discusses where this poem 

came from, referring also to Shuttle's Ghost poem that he saw in the PEN anthology; encloses another poem, also in 

archive, called 'Rosehill 5'; refers to insulin shock treatment ("insulin deaths") in relation to being 'put to sleep' on 

barbiturates.
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239 . 07 18/07/1977
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Garfitt for his letter with its two good poems ('Buzzard Soaring' and 'Rosehill 5'), offering comments on them 

in relation to Hughes' hawk poems, Wallace Stevens' doves, and H. G. Well's wild suburban man and the War of the 

Worlds; discusses the shadows of birds as flies, and dust, in relation to depression, woven Maya, dreams, the 

tapestry in Chichester cathedral, the old testament, Hopkins' haeccitas, Nietzche, the Red Indians who used to 

stretch two cords across a lake to find the centre, the spiral rises of the buzzard, Crow and Hare (Hughes), and the 

cleansing of the doors of perception; says that one must not control, but submit, with reference to the sensation of 

re-birth after narcosis, mentioning St Paul and tantric yoga; discusses depression being withheld knowledge, 

mentioning John Layard, and how poetry is one of the techniques of releasing energy, mentioning the African 

article, wizards in relation to education, poets in relation to Adam and to calling things by their true names, Jahn, 

Rilke and St Paul; mentions Garfitt's earlier point of the lack of an adequate critical framework, discussing Hughes, 

Plath, and (Edward) Butscher's recent book on Plath (probably 'Sylvia Plath, method and madness'); mentions how 

our current framework of discourse is impoverished due mainly to religion (referring to "the recent Whitehouse 

tyrannies") and to a bright, white, official Jesus who allows no room for the Yin, only for the Yang; discusses the 

figure of the Trickster in relation to Hughes, 'Crow', 'Gaudete', Radin, and Winnebago; discusses Kathleen Raine in 

relation to her terminology, her system of beliefs, and meditation, going on to discuss poetry and analysis as ways 

of reaching innermost depths, and saying that this is why the critic is important, because of his reflection of the 

poet's work, which takes the poet deeper; he has sent his books off to Garfitt.

239 . 08 12/07/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Stennett

Mentioned to Redgrove about a year ago that he may be bringing out a book of poems in conjunction with a Bristol 

painter; he now has his own book of poems due in October and wonders if Redgrove, after reading his poems, 

wouldn't mind writing a few words to go on the back cover.

239 . 09 03/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Beer

Refers to the Jung review, which involved lots of reading, and mentions the Van der Post book (possibly 'Jung and 

the Story of Our Time'); she will be in Falmouth on the 20th, representing the Arts Council at the Fellowship 

interview, so hopes to meet up with Redgrove and Shuttle then; mentions the book ('The Wise Wound').

239 . 09 05/08/1976
Patricia 

Beer

Peter 

Redgrove

Would love to meet up with her on the 20th; refers to the Jung review she did; thinks she would find the Jung 

chapter in 'The Wise Wound' interesting; very busy with 'The Wise Wound', the article on same subject matter for 

Psychology Today ('When Is A Curse Not A Curse?' - typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98), and a new 

book of poems he is writing (probably 'From Every Chink of the Ark').
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239 . 09 13/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Patricia 

Beer

Glad that they will be able to meet up when she is in Falmouth; enthusiastic about the Jung chapter in 'The Wise 

Wound'; mentions Toni Wolff.

239 . 10 17/08/1976

People at 

The 

Guardian

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to an advert for a "successful creative writer".  Redgrove wonders when people will realise that a 

writers' job is to write, not to be an 'odd-job man'.  Copy of the advert is in the archive, Ref 239.

239 . 11 18/08/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Stennett

Thanks Redgrove for his letter; comments mainly of the interrogation of images, and insufficient reading; he is sorry 

that his poems did not strike a receptive note in Redgrove, but is sure the comments will "ferment" inside his head; 

he believes that the most important single element in a poem is the image.

239 . 11 20/08/1976
Roger 

Stennett

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Stennett for his letter (see letter dated 18/08/76, Ref No 239 . 11); discusses the futileness of using cliches 

unless we are shown another reality behind the cliché, mentioning Wallace Steven's 'Sea-Surface' and T. S. Eliot's 

'Waste Land'; discusses the phrase "interrogation of images", and studying an image by developing ones powers of 

reverie, which will not kill the image, but will allow it to walk into an area invisible to us, but which we can be led 

into; says that certain images will thread themselves through ones life, and says that 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' is a 

practical guide to this process; the most important thing is individuality, not the image, and of course the poems 

struck a receptive chord in Redgrove; mentions that poetry is his job, not a hobby, and how Stennett will have to 

become a medium and allow his other self through; mentions the point about insufficient reading, and Stennett's 

commitment to his work; comments on Stennett's job with the SWAA.

239 . 12 20/08/1976

People at 

The 

Listener

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to one from an E.R. Talbot with regards Christianity and Atheism, using a metaphor of wine.  Copy of 

Talbot's letter in the archive, Ref 239.

239 . 13 08/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Porter

Thanks Redgrove for 'The Glass Cottage' which arrived just before he went to France; discusses France making 

particular reference to Napoleon; comments on Redgrove's Hudson Review interview in relation to the theory of 

tribal togetherness being behind the specific kind of morality of the post-war years and the observation that middle-

class boys marry the first girl they sleep with (see p. 379 of the interview), the language of American interviewers, 

magic in relation to dreams, and what he calls Redgrove's galvanism; refers to the Totleigh course he did with 

George (possibly Tardios) that August, mentioning Redgrove and Shuttle's way of working, and referring to a Joseph 

Bristow; mentions that he is off to the States on October 11th, and to Sydney on November 8th.
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239 . 13 11/09/1976
Peter 

Porter

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Porter for his letter making reference to the Hudson Review interview; discusses upset stomachs in relation 

to France and mentioning Totleigh Barton, George Tardios, (John) Layard, and Francis Hewlett, and referring to his 

view that the purpose of a good analyst was to produce lucid dreaming, as oppose to interpretation; mentions 

France in relation to the young women, Napoleon, and psychoanalysis; refers to Porter's comments about the 

Hudson Review, mentioning Empson, and goes on to discuss the relationship between art and science, mentioning 

Kekule, Keats, Einstein, Jung, Plath and Shakespeare, amongst others; discusses the scientific reference of dreams in 

relation to the menstrual cycle; death in relation to Ivan Ilyich, Tolstoy's story at the moment of death, insulin shock 

treatment, dreams and meditation, and referring to the death of Socrates; the instinctive consciousness of our 

bodies in relation to Christianity, cultural consciousness (in relation to what Porter calls "galvanism"), and the 

symbol of the crucifix; discusses the emblem of the Grail; refers to a particular kind of Hell as being exclusively 

Judeo-Christian, and mentions Totleigh.

239 . 14 08/09/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Thanks them for sending him 'The Glass Cottage', which he has written a review on, requested by Bill Webb 

(enclosed, Ref 239), mentioning in particular the tone; he is going to the States, sent by John Anstey of the Daily 

Telegraph Magazine, and will be visiting Upstate New York, specifically a house where John Cowper Powys wrote 'A 

Glastonbury Romance'; this is near to Colgate and wonders if Redgrove could recommend if there is anywhere or 

anyone near to it that Kavanagh should visit; mentions Robert Blackmore; refers to this years Festival (The 

Cheltenham Festival of Literature).   Year not given on the letter, but reply is dated by 1976.

239 . 14 11/09/1976
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Kavanagh for his review of 'The Glass Cottage', mentioning how they are learning how publishers often do 

not market books properly; refers to Cornwall County Council; discusses America and American universities, in 

particular Colgate, and wishing he had gone to another department other than the English department; mentions 

Bob Blackmore, and Powys; didn't like certain things, which he names; refers to the man in 'The Glass Cottage' who 

is a Blake expert and goes 'clit! clit!' as actually existing; goes back to discussing Colgate, saying it was more like the 

Falmouth Art School, in the sense of it being an undergraduate college, than a university in the sense he expected; 

discusses American idealism and his time over there, referring to Blackmore, and to his sponsor, Bruce Berlind; 

mentions that Penelope Shuttle's baby is due in November; mentions again 'The Glass Cottage' and also 'The Wise 

Wound'.
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239 . 15 14/09/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Congratulates them on the news that the baby is soon due, and refers to Redgrove's description of Colgate; 

mentions that they stayed with an American friend that summer who lived in Columbia and was saying much the 

same things; discusses reputations, mentioning Lowell; he is not thinking of going to Colgate, and calls Redgrove a 

blockhead for thinking he would visit Colgate, because he just wanted to know if there was someone he should visit 

in that vicinity; mentions Cornwall County Council.  Letter dated without a year.

239 . 15 16/09/1976
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Says that Kavanagh could visit (Robert) Blackmore when he goes to the States, but Colgate did nothing to extend 

Redgrove and Shuttle's acquaintance whilst they were out there; refers to Cornwall County Council as his employers 

at Falmouth Art School; Penelope Shuttle thanks Kate Kavanagh for her letter, but has an "ulnar tunnel" at the 

moment which makes it painful to write; refers to 'The Wise Wound', and to an Irma Wright course that Shuttle is 

doing; mentions Colin Wilson, and his book on the occult (not named); refers to Kavanagh's leaflet (for The 

Cheltenham Festival of Literature) and Ivor Gurney.

239 . 16 17/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Refers to blockhead as an affectionate terms, as one may use 'juggins'; mentions that he is an indifferent writer, and 

that no-one except Calder will publish his books, referring to his inclusion in 'Young European Writers'; mentions 

Colin Wilson in relation to The Occult; refers to The Cheltenham Festival of Literature; an English Master at 

Cheltenham College in relation to his students, Christopher Ricks and (Philip) Toynbee; mentions in passing that the 

'let' in French Letter means 'preventer'.

239 . 16 22/09/1976
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses his baldness, relating it to Kojak; discusses (Colin) Wilson's book on the Occult, and (Christopher) Ricks, 

offering a viewpoint as to why they are 'acceptable'; refers to Kavanagh being taken for a young European writer, 

and his being a Director at The Cheltenham Festival of Literature, making reference to the schoolmaster (see letter 

dated 17/09/76, Ref No 239 . 16); refers to the etymology of French Letter, saying that "devil" means "bridge".

239 . 16 23/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Discusses what he see as the most important thing, which is the journey of the soul towards God, making reference 

to (Christopher) Ricks, The Cheltenham Festival of Literature, and the audience; mentions a radio programme he did 

the previous day, with P.M., of The World This Weekend, saying on it that The Cheltenham Festival of Literature 

was for the writers; discusses 'caring' in relation to Ivor Gurney and a piece he has written for The Guardian (due 

out 24/09/76), saying also that he has arranged an exhibition of Gurney's manuscripts; refers to Redgrove's 

"evasions" and "sacred gyrations", and his own "evasions", mentioning Martin Seymour-Smith.
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239 . 16 23/09/1976
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Kavanagh's piece on Ivor Gurney, discussing Wilfred Owen; mentions Margiad Evans, and discusses the 

differences between Redgrove and Kavanagh's lifestyles; refers to the relationship between science and art, going 

on to discuss the ideas of audience in relation to (Christopher) Ricks (see letter dated 23/09/76, Ref No 239 . 16 

from Kavanagh to Redgrove); discusses Kavanagh's self-examination and his character William, mentioning Simone 

Well, his own "sacred gyrations", the Path to God, and The Cheltenham Festival of Literature; discusses the 

difference in their beliefs, making reference to 'The Wise Wound', and also the relationship with his father that led 

him to want to 'make' rather than 'argue'; he has the eye of a pagan and a feminist in a Christian culture; refers to 

Christianity, mentioning Clement, and the Goddess; discusses the Jesus of the New Testament, mentioning the 

Aramaic pronunciation of Jesus which is "Deathoth"; draws an analogy between sleepwalking, dreaming, and 

making poetry, and the Christian Church, mentioning 'The Glass Cottage', and Kavanagh's Gurney article, and 

making reference to psychoanalysis, Golden Dawn training, and TM (Transcendental Meditation); mentions 'The 

God of Glass' which will be on the radio about 12 December (1976); sends Kavanagh the Hudson Review Interview 

(which he says is from a couple of years before), and mentions Ricks.  "Not Sent" is written on the top of the letter.  

There is the original and the copy in the archive.

239 . 16 23/09/1976
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses The Cheltenham Festival of Literature; mentions the Art College (Falmouth); refers to Kavanagh's letter, 

quoting "evasions"; discusses the Gurney article in relation to Margiad Evans, Kavanagh's Listener article (not 

named), and Wilfred Owen; mentions Ricks and the generalised nature he calls "Englitprof"; refers to Kavanagh's 

discussion on audiences.  The copy of the letter we have here seems to be incomplete.

239 . 17 24/09/1976
Derek 

Stanford

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review by Stanford of Redgrove's 'Sons of my Skin' in Books and Bookmen (February 1976, Vol 21, no 5, 

Issue No 245); discusses his own use of metre, saying he uses mainly strong-stress metre, and discussing other kinds 

used by other people; he mentions Bonamy Dobree's 'Histriophone', Eliot's 'Four Quartets', Middle English lyrics, 

Langland, Gawayne, Wallace Stevens, Lowell, 'Anon', Marianne Moore, Hardy, Bridges, and 'The Sleep of the Great 

Hypnotist'; mentions reality and surrealism, referring to John Senior's 'The Way Down and Out'; sends him a copy of 

an interview which was in the Hudson Review, and sends him a pamphlet which he says is a little bit rare; mentions 

Proteus.
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239 . 17 06/04/1977
Derek 

Stanford

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth letter discussing "form", mentioning a review by Patricia Beer that deals with the charge of surrealism that 

is levelled at Redgrove (not named); discusses his interest in form, referring to Eliot's 'Four Quartets', and four 

different kinds of metrical verse in English, and discussing beat and image; discusses form as individuality of the 

poem, and the ability of people to read in picture language, referring to himself as a Thinger; discusses pattern, 

making reference to 'The Holy Sinner' which was on the radio a few nights previously, and rhyme; sends him Patricia 

Beer's piece, some new poems (possibly 'Ten Poems'), and mentions the birth of their daughter.

239 . 18 24/09/1976
Robert 

Nye

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on Nye's Falstaff as being magnificent; would like to give Nye a 78rpm record of Anthony Quayle 

speaking some Falstaff passages.

239 . 19 25/09/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Refers to a conversation the previous night they had on the telephone; discusses Colgate, and Kavanagh's trip to the 

States.  This letter should be read in light of the letters with Ref No 239 . 16.

239 . 20 18/10/1976

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Abigail 

Mozley

Refers to a telephone conversation they had the previous Saturday; mentions 'The Glass Cottage', Penelope 

Shuttle's pregnancy, D. Holbrook, and Elaine Feinstein; encloses a copy of a poem entitled 'The Pumpkin-Coloured 

Lampshade Paints Things Red' (Ref No 239).

239 . 20 22/10/1976
Abigail 

Mozley

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for her poem 'The Pumpkin-Coloured Lampshade Paints Things Red', calling it wonderful; mentions the 

Falmouth Art School; discusses reading Thomas Hardy's novels in relation to her course, and the reading of 

psychology books; discusses poets and visionaries, saying he gets comfort from Blake's Marriage of Heaven and 

Hell, quoting the line "As I was walking among the fires of hell, delighted with the enjoyments of Genius, which to 

Angles look like torment and insanity, I collected some of their Proverbs".

239 . 21 30/10/1976
Ted 

Hughes

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on Edward Butscher's book on Plath (probably 'Sylvia Plath, method and madness'), saying that he thinks 

Hughes should write his own book on her; mentions a job which he has spoken to Hughes about; says that 'The God 

of Glass' is due for broadcast on December 12th; encloses what he calls "a conversation ... with two young 

Americans", probably referring to the Hudson Review Interview.

239 . 22 10/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Adam 

Hopkins

Thanks Redgrove for sending him 'Sons of my Skin', which he did in reply to a letter by Hopkins about the Sunday 

Times exams article (not told the date or title); comments briefly on a few of the poems in 'Sons of my Skin'; sends 

Redgrove two of his own poems, 'Poem For My Wife Who Planted Yew Trees In June 1976', and 'For Antonio 

Machado and Miguel Hernandez' (Ref No 239).
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239 . 22 15/11/1976
Adam 

Hopkins

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on Hopkins' poems (see other letter with Ref No 239 . 22), discussing how todays students are secular in 

the sense that they have no symbols for the irrational; mentions his own 'The House in the Acorn', 'Old House' and 

'Fiesta' (from 'Sons of my Skin'); sends Hopkins an article (not named).  There is no addressee on this letter.

239 . 23 12/11/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

J.H. 

Barclay

Informing Redgrove of his new address, and reminding him that he promised to look out for a copy of 'The Old 

White Man' for Barclay; refers to Redgrove's pamphlet put out by Julian Nangle in his 'Words Pamphlet', also 

mentioning a drama book (not named) he is still waiting for; makes a point about criticism in relation to 'The New 

British Poets' and 'British Poetry Since 1960'.

239 . 24 29/12/1976
Peter 

Redgrove

Martin 

Seymour-

Smith

Thanks Redgrove for the book ('The Glass Cottage') and the letter, and for two articles, the Hudson Review one 

(1975) and the Psychology Today piece ("When Is A Curse Not A Curse?" - typed copy is in the archive, reference 

number 98); mentions Giles (Gordon) as his agent also, and a book he is finishing off; refers to a quotation by 

Helene Deutsch, and the Bananas article he wrote (not named), and to his own 'Sex and Society'; refers to 'The Wise 

Wound'; says that he must read 'Sons of my Skin' and some other of Redgrove's books, making reference to 

Hughes; mentions Bananas, and 'Hotel de Dream' (Emma Tennant); makes a passing reference to the story of trying 

to send a telegram to Falstaff through Robert (Nye - See letter dated 26/11/76, Ref No 232 . 67).  See letter with Ref 

No 33 . 01, to which this letter is the reply.

239 . 25 30/12/1976
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Sent him a copy of 'The Glass Cottage', which he says is about the Goddess Murder, and mentions 'The Wise 

Wound'; the letter stems from Redgrove reading the introduction to 'Poetry in the 70's', and the discussion is one of 

the use of the imagination and the politics of the imagination; wonders if Dunn could not write an article continuing 

where others have left off, making reference to Elizabeth Sewell's 'The Orphic Voice', Anton Ehrenzweig's 'Hidden 

Order of Art', and Crowley's 'Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel'; sends him the Hudson 

Review interview.

239 . 25 07/01/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Douglas 

Dunn

Thanks Redgrove for 'The Glass Cottage' and for his new book (not named); mentions Eric Homberger and himself 

starting a magazine, which they think will be called 'The Intransigent'; refers to science and intuitive discoveries, 

mentions he wants to study botany, and refers to the concepts of spontaneity and originality; he is doing a radio 

play called 'Scotsmen by Moonlight'; mentions Hudson Review interview, and Norman MacCaig; mentions his own 

'Barbarian Pastorals', and refers to Roy Fuller; discusses formalism; notes that Redgrove never mentions hate.

239 . 25 05/02/1977
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Dunn's note that Redgrove never mentions hate, referring to ignorance, as ignore-ance.  This looks like a 

draft for the other letter dated 05/02/77.
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239 . 25 05/02/1977
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses, in reply to Dunn's letter of 07/01/77, the things he does indeed hate; he is compelled to follow his own 

nature; discusses free verse and "formalism"; refers to an Encounter review by Dunn on Redgrove (not named), and 

sends Dunn the Psychology Today article; mentions 'The Wise Wound' as criticism of Jung, Freud, etc.; thinks Dunn's 

fantasy ('Scotsmen by Moonlight') is marvellous, and refers to his own criticism of aspects of religion, using Thomas 

Mann's 'The Holy Sinner', that is due to go out on the radio on April 20th.  The letter has "Not sent" written on it, so 

there is the original and the copy in the archive.

239 . 25 08/05/1977
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Dunn's letter of 07/01/77; mentions the art college; discusses how he does in fact hate closed minds, 

refers to his Selected ('Sons of my Skin'), and to Colgate; mentions being left out of Dunn's list of poets in Meridian 

(see Number 11, 1977, 'Traditional Dangers'), and refers to Dunn's Encounter review of 'Dr Faust's Sea-Spiral Spirit' 

(1972), which leads to a discussion of verse technique, mentioning T. S. Eliot, John Donne, and Beethoven's late 

quartets (introduced to him by Ted Hughes); he is interested in verse-speaking, referring to his poetry as discourse, 

not surrealism; discusses the relationship between art and science, which he has commented on in Meridian (see 

Number 13, 1977, 'The Wet Dream of Albert Einstein'), with reference to the creative process.

239 . 25 08/07/1977
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Sends Dunn an article (not named, but we can assume from the letter that it is the same one he sent to Roger 

Garfitt - see letters with Ref No 239 . 07) making reference to the African race, African "magic", 'In The Country of 

the Skin', 'The God of Glass' (due for broadcast on Radio 3 on 21st July), "Thingers", the PBS bulletin piece about 

'From Every Chink of the Ark', and his early insulin shock treatment, which he says led to his study of psychology; 

names himself as a radical feminist (mentioning 'The Wise Wound').

239 . 25 08/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Douglas 

Dunn

Letter in reply to Redgrove's of 08/05/77, thanking him for his 'Ten Poems', and for his new book (not named); 

discusses Redgrove's adversity to the closed mind, and mentions poetical technique, making reference to Porter, 

Brownjohn, and R. Fuller; refers to Redgrove's musical analogy of Beethoven's late quartets, discussing his own 

status and an amateur musician; mentions Tom Nairn's 'The Break-up of Britain', and Raymond Williams' 'Marxism 

and Literature'; lists the projects he is currently involved in, naming a play about Isaac Rosenberg for the Young 

People's Theatre Scheme of the Royal Court, his radio play 'Scotsmen by Moonlight', and an Omnibus film about 

athletics with verses and poems.

239 . 25 19/07/1977
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Dunn's letter of 08/07/77; discusses the resolution of discords in terms of dreams and 'The Wise Wound' 

(which arose from dream-analysis), and in terms of menstruation; makes reference to musical analogies, verse 

technique, 'The God of Glass' and a piece he wrote for the PBS (probably the one he has already mentioned about 

'From Every Chink of the Ark').
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239 . 27 29/01/1977
Mr (Neil) 

Hepburn

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Letter thanking him, and commenting on, the article he wrote in The Listener the previous Friday; sending him three 

things, The Hudson Review interview with which they hope to show that their purpose is not surrealism, a piece 

Shuttle wrote for the magazine Xenia (not named), and an abstract of 'The Wise Wound'; comments mainly on 'The 

Wise Wound' in relation to Unified Field Theory, 'The Glass Cottage' and the 'Goddess Murder', myth and sacrifice in 

relation to religion and evolution; discusses the editing of works, and a working process, mentioning 'Jesusa' 

(Penelope Shuttle), 'In The Country of the Skin', and 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.

239 . 27 20/02/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Neil 

Hepburn

Letter thanking them for their's to him (Ref No 239 . 27) saying it greatly encouraged him; thanks them for the three 

pieces they sent him, commenting that in their last paragraph (of what we are not told) they seem to reject 

"aesthetic qualities" in writing; discusses this in the light of 'The Glass Cottage', making reference to Roland Barthes.  

Letter has no year on it.

239 . 28 01/02/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Anthony 

Thwaite

Will be willing to read the horror-film chapter of 'The Wise Wound' when it is ready; mentions Psychology Today 

article ('When Is A Curse Not A Curse?' - typed copy is in the archive, reference number 98); mention's Shuttle's 

novel ('Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden').

239 . 28 04/02/1977
Anthony 

Thwaite

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Thwaite for his letter, and discusses the horror-film chapter of 'The Wise Wound' as well as the Psychology 

Today article; refers to Penelope Shuttle's book ('Rainsplitter in the Zodiac Garden'); Thwaite's review of it, probably 

in the Observer, and to the reviews it got in the Times, the Listener, and the TLS, saying that many find her an 

important feminist writer; sends Thwaite the TLS review; mentions about the birth of their daughter; refers to 

Thwaite's poem (not named) on all the poets in the Arts Council anthology, and mentions Yeats and the Golden 

Dawn exercises.

239 . 29 08/02/1977
Anthony 

Thwaite

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reaction to Thwaite's review in The Observer of Penelope Shuttle's novel ('Rainsplitter in the Zodiac 

Garden'), mentioning his own novel 'In The Country of the Skin', Shuttle's other novels ('An Excusable Vengeance', 

'All the Usual Hours of Sleeping', and 'Wailing Monkey Embracing a Tree'), and the Hudson Review interview; 

discusses the radio play of 'In The Country of the Skin' with reference to Jungian thought, Teresa, his play of Thomas 

Mann's 'The Holy Sinner', his daughter and a new book which is 'An Alphaladybet'; mentions the Jesus-poem printed 

in Ambit called 'Wet Angel', which he dedicated to Thwaite.  There are two versions of page two to this letter, and 

the other version goes more into depth about Shuttle's writing and Thwaite's (and other reviewers) reactions to it.  

There are two copies of this letter.  It has "Not sent" written on the top of it.
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239 . 30 27/02/1977

Mr 

(Sebastian

) Faulks

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Faulks for his comments in the Sunday Times the previous Sunday about Redgrove's story, 'Our Lady of the 

Ice', in the 'Book of Contemporary Nightmares'; makes his own comments about what the story was about, 

referring to the troubles in Northern Ireland, and religion; also makes comments on Shuttle's story in the same 

book, discussing menstruation and the dream of the "Other Husband" (the Jungian animus), and mentioning 'The 

Wise Wound'.

239 . 30 13/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Sebastian 

Faulks

Reply to Redgrove's letter dated 27/02/77 (Ref No 239 . 30); discusses Redgrove's story, 'Our Lady of the Ice', 

mentioning religion, and also mentions William Trevor's contribution; discusses Shuttle's story, saying that he did 

not pick up on the Jungian animus reference, and mentioning that he has been reading Van der Post's and Antonio 

de Moreno's books on Jung (not named, but the Van der Post one is probably 'Jung and the Story of Our Time'); 

refers to 'The Wise Wound'.

239 . 31 25/02/1977
Gerald 

Yorke

Peter 

Redgrove

Mentions Gerald's copy of Synesius; letter about the birth of their daughter Zoe; discusses 'The Wise Wound', 

mentioning Kenneth Grant's Cults of the Shadow; asks for Gerald's advice on whether to write to Grant with regards 

their approaches to same subject matter; uses Blake quote "I must create my own system or be enslaved by 

another man's."  Gerald was an authority on the occult and executor to Aleister Crowley.  The Blake quote comes 

from Jerusalem: "I must create a system, or be enslav'd by another man's.", 10, L 20.  See letters with Ref No 239 . 

34

239 . 32 26/02/1977

Mr (Eric) 

Homberge

r

Peter 

Redgrove

Sorry to see that his work has been omitted from Homberger's book, The Art of the Real: Poetry in England and 

America Since 1939; wonders if Homberger will comment in a further edition of the book; sends Homberger his 

Selected poems ('Sons of my Skin'), his new book (probably 'From Every Chink of the Ark'), and a copy of the Hudson 

Review interview (Autumn 75).

239 . 32 04/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Eric 

Homberge

r

Thanks Redgrove for sending him 'Sons of my Skin'; realises his book (The Art of the Real: Poetry in England and 

America Since 1939) is flawed, mentioning the discussion of Olson, and the poetry of Ted Hughes, and referring to 

his time at Cambridge as a graduate student; wonders if Redgrove would tell Homberger something about his 

(Redgrove's) work and the view he has of it.

239 . 32 08/03/1977

Mr (Eric) 

Homberge

r

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter outlining Redgrove's view on poetry; discusses modern poetry in this age, with reference to Hughes' 'Crow' 

and to Sylvia Plath; the notion of deep subjectivity being part of the real world, and that we are not separate from 

the universe, hence the need to return, using poetry as the natural language of such a journey, to deeper and 

inclusive layers; refers to Homberger's argument against primitivism (in Ted Hughes) with reference to Yeats, The 

Golden Dawn, and psychoanalysis; discusses his and Shuttle's book, 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', in relation to 

humour, and mentioning Redgrove's 'Selected' ('Sons of my Skin').
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239 . 33 07/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Writing to Redgrove to ask if he could interview him for a thesis or book; has already interviewed Philip Hobsbaum, 

George MacBeth, and Peter Porter; refers to a comment of Redgrove's in 'Littack VI' of 1974 about the ignorance of 

'englit' people; sends Redgrove some photocopies of pages from his forthcoming book (not yet published) on 

Eskimo oral literature and shamanism (see archive, Ref 239 - the pages are unmarked but run from p. 22 "The Iglulik 

woman Orulu..." to p. 26 "...resolve such anxieties through formal sequences".)

239 . 33 10/03/1977
Mr (Peter) 

Ryan

Peter 

Redgrove

Would like to be interviewed by Ryan; discusses shamanism with reference to John Layard; sends Ryan a copy of the 

Hudson Review interview and asks if he has read Redgrove and Shuttle's book about "psychiatric" shamanism which 

is 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and also 'The Glass Cottage'; mentions 'Sons of my Skin' and refers to 'The Wise 

Wound' as, in a sense, about shamanism; asks about Ryan's knowledge on female shamanism, referring to Blacker, 

Briffault, and Eliade.

239 . 33 14/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Thanks Redgrove for the Hudson Review interview, and refers to Rasula and Erwin also interviewing Roy Fisher; 

makes reference to books on shamanism by Knud Rasmussen ('Report of the Fifth Thule Expedition'), and A. 

Lommel ('The World of Early Hunters'), as well as Current Anthropology, and Anton Ehrenzweig's 'The Hidden Order 

of Art'; on female shamanism he has limited knowledge, but refers to I. Lewis' 'Ecstatic Religion'; would like to 

interview Penelope Shuttle also.

239 . 33 15/03/1977
Mr (Peter) 

Ryan

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in reply to Ryan's of 14/03/77; discusses shamanism with reference to Ehrenzweig, psychoanalysis, and Jung, 

amongst others; links female shamanism to what is called hysteria; discusses women's cults and their association 

with the moon and with menstruation, mentioning 'The Wise Wound'; sends Ryan the article from Psychology 

Today that outlines such ideas; Penelope Shuttle would be pleased to be interviewed also; wonders about the 

function of poets within a community of exclusive fields of knowledge.

239 . 33 16/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Discusses the position of scientists/poets/shamans who stray outside their field's conventional limits; thanks 

Redgrove for the article (from Psychology Today); the taboo of menstruation, with reference to hunters and their 

weapons, and mentioning 'The Wise Wound'; refers to the link Redgrove made between witchcraft and hysteria; 

glad that Penelope Shuttle would like to be interviewed also.
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239 . 33 18/03/1977
Mr (Peter) 

Ryan

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses the acquisition of knowledge for poets and the forces working against them; shamanism in relation to 

anthropology and menstruation, referring to A. I. Richards; refers to "pheromones" in relation to fertility and 

menstruation, mentioning McClintock and a paper by Dewan in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 

December 1967; discussion turns to witches and their persecution by the Christian church in the Middle Ages, 

making reference to Malleus (which will be 'Malleus Maleficarum'); refers to writings on witchcraft as being of the 

Norman Cohn type, or of the type of pious horror of the older writers; mentions a discussion by Mary Chadwick 

(The Psychological Effects of Menstruation, 1932), and Kenneth Grant discussions (Cults of the Shadow, and Aleister 

Crowley and the Hidden God); discusses this in the light of poetry; refers to the forthcoming interview; outlines 

Redgrove and Shuttle's conditions of treatment of the interview material, with regards copyright, etc., and making 

reference to Irwin and Rasula; Penelope Shuttle notes that the taboo of menstruation with regards hunters and 

their weapons is because the animals like it, rather than because they don't like it, and discusses hunting magic and 

the magic blood of menstruation, also referring to George Thomson and the fertilising of seed corn.

239 . 33 26/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Letter in reply to Redgrove's of 18/03/77; agrees that learning is necessary for a poet and refers to the connection 

in Redgrove's work of science/"magic"/poetry; agrees with Redgrove's conditions of interview, and outlines his own 

usual practice.

239 . 33 08/04/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Thanks Redgrove for the copy of The Poetry Book Society bulletin (not named); interested to read Redgrove's 

forthcoming book (probably 'From Every Chink of the Ark'), thinking he heard some of the poems on the radio in 

January; refers to the forthcoming interview.

239 . 33 22/04/1977 Peter Ryan
Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the article 'Art for Who's Sake' and wonders if Ryan will maybe add his voice to the arguments set out in 

it; refers to the forthcoming interview.  This letter has the corner of another page attached to it, as if the other page 

has been ripped off.

239 . 33 23/04/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Refers to the forthcoming interview; Redgrove's argument about the creative process being identical in art and 

science is exactly what Ryan will be investigating in his interviews, and was one of the reasons why he wanted to 

interview Redgrove in particular.

239 . 34 07/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Gerald 

Yorke

Letter in reply to Redgrove's of 25/02/77; thinks Redgrove will have difficulty getting hold of another copy of 

Synesius, and the copy that he has of Gerald's is very precious; mentions the birth of Zoe and the completion of 'The 

Wise Wound'; advises Redgrove about corresponding with Kenneth Grant, mentioning "Chaldean stuff", and 

Crowley, saying he does not recommend Redgrove join Grant's order; mentions the OTO. (magickal order).  See 239 

. 31
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239 . 34 12/03/1977
Gerald 

Yorke

Peter 

Redgrove

Discusses Gerald's advice with regards Kenneth Grant and his order, mentioning Chaldean images, dream-control 

methods, and being taken over by a guru (we presume he is referring to John Layard); he would like to join an 

order, but would need to ask certain questions like the ones asked in 'The Wise Wound', and get acceptable 

answers; discusses the length of 'The Wise Wound' as being a problem; refers to meeting he had with Gerald and 

Angela; returns Synesius to him.

239 . 35 15/03/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Frank 

Kermode

Read Redgrove's piece (not named), mentioning analysis in relation to PMT; refers to a joke about irrationality, 

mentioning Wynne Godley; says that he lectured in Leicester the other day, and talked to George Fraser about 

Redgrove.

239 . 36 03/04/1977
Mr 

Hoggart

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Hoggart's article of Fairy Tales in the TLS the previous week; mentions that he studied with John Layard, 

and recommend Layard's books, 'A Celtic Quest' and 'The Lady of the Hare'; believes that the reason fairy tales are 

not discussed by scholars is because many are concerned with the restoration of the feminine, and mentions 'The 

Wise Wound'; discusses what he calls "fashionable Jungianism", and wonders if Hoggart has read M.L. von Franz's 

books 'Interpretation of Fairy Tales', 'Problems of the Feminine in Fairy Tales', and 'Shadow and Evil in Fairy Tales'; 

also mentions Bruno Bettelheim's 'The Uses of Enchantment' to illustrate his point of the big difference between 

Freud and Jung, or between "psychoanalytic study" and "analytical psychology"; would be glad to correspond with 

Hoggart, if he so wished.

239 . 37 15/04/1977
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review by Stevenson in The Listener that week (not named) where she discusses Dante's 'Paradiso' with 

reference to Sorley Maclean and eye-bonding with one's mother; he also discusses the archetypal image of the 

primitive "eye-goddess" with reference to Greek cults, Sylvia Plath, the cults of Hera, the Welsh image of the great 

tree, and the Yew-tree; refers to Paulin, and Maxton.

239 . 37 22/04/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Stevenson

Thanks Redgrove for his letter of 15/04/77, and discusses his reading of Dante's 'Paradiso', with reference to Blake, 

Shakespeare, Sorley, Plath and Hughes; also mentions the (Welsh image of the great) tree, half flaming and half 

green; she has been in North Devon/Cornwall over Easter; sends him some poems (see Ref No 239); describes 

Geoffrey Dutton, and sends Redgrove some of Dutton's poems (see Ref No 239); would like both Redgrove and 

Shuttle to come to Oxford next year (to an arts centre) to do readings; mentions that Paulin and Causley will be 

coming.
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239 . 37 23/04/1977
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for her letter and poems, and likes 'Martyrs' in particular, which he comments on; discusses her point 

about Dante being aware of a tacit dimension; discusses the flaming tree, and the white sheep jumping over a river 

and turning into black sheep, with reference to a moon-image, Dante, omphalos, and the woman's direct relation to 

the moon; discusses increasing awareness for women's relation to the moon, explicitly referring to Plath's 

knowledge of this, and her lack of acknowledgment of this knowledge from others; mentions 'Seven Days in New 

Crete' (Robert Graves), and the destruction of godlike people and gifts; both he and Shuttle would like to read in 

Cambridge, but Zoe and fees both have to be considered; discusses Jung's point about thinking factually about the 

actual conditions of life in order to keep symbols meaningful, relating it to the schizoid condition, and to poet's 

movements from participation to contemplations, and back again; sends her something (not named), noting the 

illustrations (Ten Poems).

239 . 37 03/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Stevenson

Thanks Redgrove for the book of poems he sent ('Ten Poems'); basically agrees with all he says in his last letter; 

poem called 'Moon' on the same page, for him and Penelope Shuttle; congratulates him on 'The Bombs' (a poem of 

this title appears in the later 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'); mentions them coming to Oxford; notes the 

illustration on his book ('Ten Poems'), making reference to the Ceolfrith Press and R. S. Thomas.  This letter has no 

year on it, but we can assume it was written in 1977.

239 . 37 06/05/1977
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Stevenson for the moon-poem on her last letter; discusses the poem's counsel in relation to 'The Wise 

Wound'; likes her Morden pamphlet (possibly 'A Morden Tower Reading'), making reference to 'The Knife' and 

'Meniscus', and two poles of feminine moon-rhythm in relation to Plath, mentioning the 'Munich Mannequins' and 

'Three Voices'; sends her Psychology Today article, commenting on it as trying to summarise the arguments for a 

proper feminine psychology; says the article was commissioned but was then refused publication; sends her a 

photograph of Zoe.

239 . 37 04/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Anne 

Stevenson

Thanks him for the book (not named) which arrived that morning; discussion of "reality" in relation to attitudes, 

religion, rituals, and PMS, and looking forward to reading 'The Wise Wound'; discusses her own experiences of 

menstruation and also (and in relation to) the power struggle between the sexes, based on a discussion of will, and 

mentioning a psychologist called Ferber who bases his psychology on a theory of will, not of sex; discussion of the 

'howlback' syndrome in relation to political and racial situations; discusses poetry, going beyond Plath, the 

mother/child barrier, and her own children; mentions a review of New Scottish Gaelic poetry she is writing for the 

TLS; she is going to Scotland this summer to learn Gaelic with her husband (who speaks Chinese); has a job at 

Bulmershe College in Reading for next year (Writer's Fellowship), so will try to get him and Shuttle readings there as 

well as in Oxford.
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239 . 37 05/07/1977
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for her letter of 04/07/77; thinks she has accepted the social struggle in its own terms, which he calls a 

psychology of will, whereas he sees himself as a mystic, discussing his Jungian style of teaching and the ego-

struggle; wonders why people in general, who he thinks have so much in common along with their individuality, 

don't want to co-operate more, discussing competition, and his students at the (Falmouth) art school; mentions her 

Reading job, saying he was instrumental in starting Writing Fellowship's with his report "The Writer in Education", 

and sends her another article (not named, but possibly 'Art For Who's Sake?'); prefers her revised version of the 

poem 'Moon' (in archive, Ref 239), discussing also her 'Man Writing Bad Poems' and 'Thanks for a Lovely Party'; 

mentions her forthcoming summer in Scotland, wondering about cultures that keep people together, and 

mentioning Xtianity (Christianity) and St. Pelagius in relation to the Irish trouble.

239 . 37 18/11/1977
Anne 

Stevenson

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a piece of criticism Stevenson wrote (not named, but it could be 'The Voice of the Green Man', TLS, 18th 

November 1977) discussing 'letting go' when reading/writing poetry, and mentioning a recent Craig Raine article for 

the London Magazine (probably the one where he compares 'From Every Chink of the Ark' with 'Gaudete'); 

discusses his use of "rational" in the Jungian sense, and the four rational faculties, making reference to Herbert 

Read; discusses his images, with reference to 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and 'In The Country of the Skin', and 

praises Gerald Massey's 'The Natural Genesis', likening its achievement to Graves' 'The White Goddess' (Faber and 

Faber, 1948), and mentioning Felix Holt, the "Nat Dict of Biog." (Dictionary of National Biography), and Jackson 

Knight; notes her comments about 'Pictures From A Japanese Printmaker' (from 'From Every Chink of the Ark') 

likens poetry to Aesculapian temples where dreams were incubated, mentioning the Serpent, Mercurius, Orpheus, 

and Cartesian duality; sends her 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and his Einstein 

piece (not named, but possibly the one from Meridian entitled 'The Wet Dream of Albert Einstein').

239 . 38 11/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Thanks him and Penelope Shuttle for the questionnaires, and sends Redgrove the typescript of the interview he did 

(see letters with Ref No 239 . 33), asking Redgrove to correct/extend/edit it, and mentioning Martin Bell; refers to 

the Rasula/Erwin interview and has a query about the date for the original article by Marie Peel in Books and 

Bookmen (not named), mentions a piece he is trying to locate on the interpretation and use of dreams among the 

Temiar, and refers to a book he read about the same time called 'The Dream in Primitive Cultures (J. Steward 

Lincoln); refers to the Wigmore Hall reading, the Chairperson of the Poetry Society and the Treasurer of the General 

Council both now being women, and Redgrove's production of 'The God of Glass'; makes a note on Eric 

Homberger's recently published Art of the Real, referring also to Douglas Dunn.
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239 . 38 16/04/1978 Peter Ryan

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Apologises for not sending the interview transcripts back sooner, which have only been changed a little, and 

Redgrove refers to his initial reaction to a review by Roger Garfitt (not named); mentions they are moving house; 

mentions the correcting of proofs for 'The Wise Wound', Redgrove's new book of poems ('The Weddings at Nether 

Powers'), and the novels 'The God of Glass' and 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; notes that the creative writing 

course has gone to a sub-committee of the Governors.

239 . 39 16/04/1977 Mr Alcorn
Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to Alcorn's book called The Nature Novel, and its notion of an "animal continuum"; sends Alcorn a copy of 

what he calls "our little allegory" (possibly 'The Glass Cottage') referring to joy coming out as madness in this age, 

tragedy (as in Hardy), or ambiguity (as in Lawrence); refers to 'The Wise Wound'.

239 . 40 02/05/1977
Mr (Blake) 

Morrison

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review by Morrison in the TLS that week on a Rondo poem (not named, but from the anthology 'Poetry 

in (of) the Seventies') that was printed without Redgrove's permission; refers to the PEN poem (not named) which 

Redgrove thought was better; sends Morrison a book of poems ('Sons of my Skin'), and hopes that Morrison does 

not class Redgrove as one of the "little known and often mediocre talent".

239 . 40 13/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Blake 

Morrison

Never meant to include Redgrove in the phrase "little known and mediocre talent", and thanks him for the copy of 

'Sons of my Skin'; refers to the anthology Poets of the 70s (Poetry of the Seventies) and the printing of Redgrove's 

poem without permission.

239 . 41 04/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Peter 

Robinson

Refers to a letter Redgrove sent to him, and discusses editorial decisions, saying that he sees the business of writing 

as a transaction; states his reasons for inviting Redgrove to read, which he thought was a great success, referring to 

the (Poetry) Society; refers to Redgrove's technique of "flashing image laden lines ... lifted out of Jungian 

psychoanalysis", and to some of the sexual references, mentioning his co-editor (not named), who he says has a 

very strict sense of the difference between the avant-guard and the establishment.
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239 . 41 06/05/1977
Peter 

Robinson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Robinson for his letter and glad that it is something he can respond to; misquotes the phrase "lifted out of 

Jungian psychology", saying that Jungian psychology is an experience, referring to the anima, and that psychology 

itself, mentioning Freud, Klein and Ehrenzweig, are ways of interpreting inner experience; discusses the phrase 

"image-laden", and how the world is image-laden, and how like the Jews he believes that the word for knowledge 

should be the same as for carnal-knowledge, mentioning Rilke; discussion on poetry publishing with relation to 

Robinson saying it is like a transaction; says he is not avant-guard, discussing where his philosophy comes from, 

making reference to pre-Christian sources, pre-Chaucerian rhythms, Donne's verse, Langland, Herbert, a pure-white 

Jesus, Jung, "shadow-material", and his being a feminist; says that letters should not be 'dead'; sends him 

something (not named) and also an interview (not named); refers to the need for something like Jung to help 

explain Redgrove's work, though believes there is an important matter that Jung got wrong, which he and Shuttle 

are publishing a book about this year (probably 'The Wise Wound'), and mentions Donne.

239 . 42 23/05/1977 Marie Peel
Peter 

Redgrove

Thought she may have gone to America, but has seen pieces by her in Books and Bookmen; read her introduction 

(to 'Sons of my Skin') in relation to 'The Wise Wound' which should be out early next year; sends her a copy of the 

Psychology Today article; mentions 'The Glass Cottage' and a new book he should have out soon ('From Every Chink 

of the Ark'), and sends her a little edition of poems he wrote last year ('Ten Poems'); mentions his correspondence 

with David Holbrook.

239 . 43 02/05/1977
David 

Holbrook

Peter 

Redgrove

Sends him a book (not named), mentioning the review of Holbrook's Lost Bearings in English Poetry that appeared 

in that day's TLS; mentions Holbrook's book on Sylvia Plath (probably Sylvia Plath, Poetry and Existence); does not 

know whether his own work is maturing or deteriorating; discusses the Jungian starting-point for his work, referring 

to John Layard, and 'The Wise Wound'; sending Holbrook the book because he feels that Holbrook has the 

knowledge to appreciate whatever might be there; sends him also an interview, which he says is a conversation 

(probably referring to the Hudson Review one).
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239 . 43 05/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Holbrook

In-depth letter discussing the present blankness of response to poets' work, and mentioning Roger Poole, Peter 

Abbs, and Claire Tomlin; mentions that he once gave Penelope Shuttle some encouragement, when she was 

sixteen, and that he once met Redgrove on the Arts Council Poetry Panel; also that he has corresponded with Marie 

Peel; looking forward to 'The Wise Wound', and is writing his own book called 'The Mirror and The Witch'; links the 

blankness and the collapse of discourse with the pornography business, saying they belong to the collapse of the 

symbolic system; discusses Redgrove's Jungian-ness, mentioning his own reading of 'Man and His Symbols'; 

discusses the spreading of nihilism and despair through the arts, based on a misconception of what science says, 

mentioning (Michael) Polanyi's book 'Meaning'; mentions his own works and the difficulty of reviews, referring to 

his Sylvia Plath book (Sylvia Plath, Poetry and Existence), his work on Dylan Thomas (has works listed as 'Dylan 

Thomas and Poetic Dissociation' and 'Dylan Thomas: the code of night'), 'Lost Bearing in English Poetry', and 'The 

Masks of Hate'; agrees that informed criticism is needed; makes a note on Redgrove's 'The Force' and looks forward 

to reading his other poems; discusses the importance of consciousness in relation to a remark by Auden to the 

effect that poetry made no difference to the world, Shakespeare, and Mozart; Roger Poole hopes to write on some 

of Holbrook's work, and he sends Redgrove a piece on himself in the TES (not named or dated); wonders about a 

conference one day on Blankness and the Need for Meeting; offers comments on the interview Redgrove sent him 

to read, with regards the relationship between dreams and DNA.

Page 324 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

239 . 43 07/05/1977
David 

Holbrook

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth letter discussing Jung in relation to psychosomatic medicine (referring to Caron Kent's 'The Puzzled Body'), 

creativity as a primary instinct, pornography as a recessive meme, and Christianity as a meme undergoing mutation, 

and mentioning Kerenyi; discusses archetypes in relation to Jung, referring to Koestler's 'Roots of Coincidence', 

Marie-Louise von Franz, and Hillman; discussion of Jung's approach to the anima with reference to pornography, 

Ehrenzweig, the nihilism of our Trickster crow, and the CNAA degree board; refers to 'The Wise Wound', and to 

Holbrook's book 'Flesh Wounds'; would like to talk to Holbrook if he is in the area, and if he visits in term-time 

Redgrove will try to get him a lecture date at the art school; discussion turns back to Jung, and fairy-tales 

mentioning Bettelheim's book on fairy-tales (The Uses of Enchantment), Zimmer, and Layard; discusses alchemy in 

relation to Jung and to psychology, saying that Layard thought the problem of adoration of Jung came from Jung's 

weakening in later life, and Layard set up a practice for Jungians who were trapped in this; Redgrove does believe in 

"forces outside us", mentioning a book called 'Symphony of Life' by Donald Hatch Andrews, and Haldane's 

arguments for the human brain as a magnifier of quantal events; discusses the interplay between consciousness 

and instinct, with reference to Marie Peel, Taoism, Zen, Layard, and teaching, and saying that he feels reductionism 

is scotomized; sends Holbrook 'Ten Poems', mentioning that he is worried Holbrook may see a sardonic tone in it; 

likes the idea of a conference (see letter he is replying to, dated 05/05/77, Ref 239 . 43) and would like to use 'The 

Wise Wound'; makes a note of the way Holbrook's work has been reviewed.  Redgrove's definition of a 'meme' is 

"the mental equivalent of a gene."

239 . 43 10/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Holbrook

Thinks that many poets feel locked up and unable to get "through", mentioning Roger Poole and Peter Abbs, and 

thinks a conference on an informal level may be a good idea, in order to allow people to meet and share; thinks the 

sardonic tone in Redgrove's 'Ten Poems' stems from such a feeling; discusses the backlash against imagination and 

creativity, and wonders would Redgrove want to write something for New Universities Quarterly, mentioning a 

piece he himself has written as a riposte to the Bullock Report on English, 'A Language For Life'; wished he could 

send a copy of his Education, Nihilism and Survival to Redgrove, and thinks that Redgrove would like his Lost 

Bearings in English Poetry; mentions Marjorie Grene; refers to Redgrove's CV as being very impressive, and would 

like advice on who to contact for various projects; believes the cure for the isolation they feel is slow regular 

contact, and mentions again the blankness of English intellectual literary life.
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239 . 43 11/05/1977
David 

Holbrook

Peter 

Redgrove

Opens a long letter with a discussion of the material investigated in 'The Wise Wound' and of the 'howlback' theory, 

mentioning shadow-material, Jungian analysis and menstrual distress; mentions why he sent his CV and discusses 

how translations of his work and the broadcasting of his drama came about, mentioning his commission to adapt 

Thomas Mann's 'The Holy Sinner', and referring to the forthcoming broadcast (July 21st) of 'The God of Glass', which 

was commissioned in 1974; outlines his and Shuttle arguments in 'The Wise Wound' concerning the film The 

Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973), and how he wrote a fable arising from this ('The God of Glass') which was 

commissioned by the BBC.  However, it has been cut and scheduled to go out on an evening when no-one will be 

listening; mentions that Giles Gordon is his agent, and outlines his job at the art school, referring to Penelope 

Shuttle who is unable to get employment; cannot write for Universities Quarterly just yet, but encloses a piece he 

wrote about the unity of all the arts (not named), a piece for Meridian (which we presume to be 'The Wet Dream of 

Albert Einstein'), and a piece he is writing for Agenda about a remark of Larkin's that "the myth-kitty is empty", and 

referring also to the Poetry Bursaries at the Arts Council and the Creative Writing Fellowships; discusses getting 

things published, making reference to Alan Tarling; says he will get Holbrook's 'Lost Bearings in English Poetry' 

through the library, and says is it not very probable that he will be asked to review any of Holbrook's work; 

mentions Holbrook's book on Plath (Sylvia Plath, Poetry and Existence), and discusses the arguments in relation to 

'The Wise Wound', Hughes on Shakespeare, and Blake; refers to modern women doctoral students that are 

presently researching menstrual distress in experimental psychology; would like to continue corresponding.
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239 . 43 24/05/1977
David 

Holbrook

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Holbrook for sending Redgrove his article about 'O Calcutta!' (not named); agrees with nearly everything 

Holbrook says, but has a query about "enactment"; discusses enactment in some detail, with reference to an 

incident involving Layard and Stekel, and referring to dreams; discusses the notion of spontaneous arising of 

enactment as a symptom, in terms of cultural phenomena and menstrual rhythms, mentioning Einstein, 

Bettelheim's 'Symbolic Wounds', 'The Wise Wound', and the Grail; discusses Jung's warning against the dichotomy 

of meaning and aesthetics, drawing on Herbert Read's Forms of Things Unknown referring to the aesthetic emotion, 

and The Green Child; mentions Ehrenzweig, Read's last essay, and Adrian Stokes on Rembrandt's good art, all in 

relation to body-contents, leading to menstrual riches; sends Holbrook a novel ('The Terrors of Dr Treviles') which 

he says it may have been a mistake to publish, and outlines where it comes from, mentioning chapter ten from Levi-

Strauss' 'Structural Anthropology' (called The Effectiveness of Symbols), on a similar use of imagery; goes on to 

discuss 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' in terms of its drawbacks, mentioning occultism, phenomenology, 'In The 

Country of the Skin', the Layard analysis, and body-contents.

239 . 43 24/05/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Holbrook

Thanks Redgrove for some stuff he sent Holbrook; sends him a paper by Nathalie Shainess (not named, but we 

presume it is the paper about pornography, 'Statement Prepared for the Subcommittee on Postal Operations - 

Hearings at the House of Representatives', which is in the archive, Ref 239); says for Redgrove to take his time over 

the New UQ (Universities Quarterly) article; mentions Professor Bryan Wilson Key's book 'Sexploitation in the 

Media'; sends Redgrove an article he has written (not named) asking him to return it.
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239 . 43 28/05/1977
David 

Holbrook

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter in response to Holbrook's of 24/05/77 and its discussion of the Psychology Today article; discusses why 

the article was written in the way it was, and how in 'The Wise Wound' they restore meaning to the moon-symbol 

of the feminine; discusses the experience of the period in relation to truth, Nathalie Shainess (who he is impressed 

by, but not so impressed by her paper on pornography - 'Statement Prepared for the Subcommittee on Postal 

Operations - Hearings at the House of Representatives'), the polarization of menstruation and ovulation (making 

reference to Plath) and the paranoid-schizoid position; goes on to discuss PMT in relation to dreams and a symbolic 

approach to the problem, using the example of Penelope Shuttle and her plans to go back to writing-work now that 

their daughter is being weaned; discussion turns to masturbation in relation to the dysmenorrhoea (cramping) at 

menstruation, making reference to 'Munich Mannequins' (Plath); goes on to discuss the paranoid-schizoid position 

in relation to modern attitudes to the feminine, and continues discussing masturbation in terms of the relational 

need to ones own body, making reference to the menstrual and incest taboos, and mentioning Hillman; turns to a 

discussion of the Freudian 'acting-out' mentioning Jung, misinterpretation, and Marion Milner's book In the Hand of 

the Living God; discusses the desire at the period.  Here the letter cuts off, and is continued on 27/06/77 (Ref No 

239 . 43).

239 . 43 27/06/1977
David 

Holbrook

Peter 

Redgrove

Continuation opens with a discussion of the present situation at the Art School; mentions Holbrook's English for the 

Rejected; thanks him for his article of The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973) called 'The Pollution of the Inner 

World' (copy in archive, Ref 239), discussing subliminal dubbing, and nervous breakdowns on the collective level, 

making reference to analysis and Layard; this leads him to question the Shainess testimony (see archive, Ref 239, 

for the paper in question, 'Statement Prepared for the Subcommittee on Postal Operations - Hearings at the House 

of Representatives') regarding schizoid images and analysis; refers to the present existence of what he calls 

educational stereo-types, mentioning one student he had that has now formed his own dance company.  This is a 

continuation of letter dated 28/05/77, Ref No 239 . 43.

239 . 44 28/06/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

John 

Alcorn

Thanks Redgrove for a letter and for 'The Glass Cottage', and looks forward to reading 'The Wise Wound'; hopes 

that his own book (not named) as well as Redgrove and Shuttle's will have some effect on a civilization that he sees 

as murdering Nature.

239 . 45 30/06/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Peter Ryan
Thanks them for their hospitality, and for giving their time for the interviews (see letters with Ref No 239 . 33).  

Letter is dated 31st June, but as there are only 30 days in June, it is registered here as 30th.

Page 328 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

239 . 46 04/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Thanks Redgrove for the book of poems (not named but probably 'From Every Chink of the Ark'); looking forward to 

Redgrove's reading at Wigmore Hall on 27th July; is presently transcribing the interview (see letters with Ref No 239 

. 33).

239 . 47 09/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Thanks Redgrove for the photograph (we presume of Redgrove); has written to Martin Bell on Redgrove's advice, 

and will be going to Leeds to interview him; refers to Redgrove's proposed move to London with reference to 

looking out for part-time lectureships, and discusses his own suggestion of an exchange year between them both; 

looking forward to hearing Redgrove read at Wigmore Hall (scheduled for 27th July).

239 . 48 18/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Marie Peel

Sending him a book (not named, but could be Venturer One), of which a second volume is due out in the autumn; 

comments on his 'The Glass Cottage' with reference to 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; says she was in America in 75 

for about six weeks and from her experiences would like to write a book for the bicentennial year, which she 

thought of calling Record From America, but is unsure about it; discusses his poems ('From Every Chink of the Ark'), 

with particular reference to 'Plain Poems of Change in February', 'Snowmanshit' and 'It's No Pain', which she likes, 

but she thinks overall that there is a lack of advance thought due to too much substitution of analogy; thinks he 

should become interested in poetic form in order to give his poetry external form and obtain that fusion of outer 

and inner, mentioning Surrealism; thinks he needs some kind of division in his work, referring to Graham Greene.

239 . 48 19/07/1977 Marie Peel
Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for her book (see letter dated 18/07/77, Ref No 239 . 48) and discusses her present job situation, and 

the job at the Art School, with reference to creativity; disagrees completely with what she says about 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark', rejecting the charge of Surrealism, and discussing poetic form and how his verse is meant to be 

read aloud, mentioning Langland, the Jacobeans, and Eliot; sends her a piece he wrote for the PBS (not named) and 

is glad she likes 'The Glass Cottage'; asks her to listen out for 'The God of Glass' on Radio 3 this 21st July.

239 . 49 23/07/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Guy B. 

Newark

Listened to 'The God of Glass' on Radio 3 on 21st July, and notes similarities in part of it with his own treatise called 

'Freedom of the Known'; would like Redgrove to write to him about the message of 'The God of Glass' before he 

sends Redgrove a copy of the above mentioned treatise.
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239 . 50 29/07/1977
Jacky 

Gillott

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to her review of 'The God of Glass' in this weeks Listener in which she spoke of the "organic unity and 

mystery so clearly represented in the events of a woman's body", mentioning how they have written 'The Wise 

Wound' about such things; says that he hoped to make people dream with the play (which it apparently made her 

do - see letters dated 12/08/77, Ref No 239 . 54, sent to Michael Launchbury, and 01/09/77, Ref No 239 . 56, sent 

to David Wade); discusses the article for Psychology Today, which he sends to her; stresses the importance of 

feeling one's work has been understood with reference to his first letter to her, 'Dance The Putrefact', and 'The Holy 

Sinner'.

239 . 51 11/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Marie Peel

Reply to his letter of 19/07/77 (Ref No 239 . 48); she is in the middle of a last compilation for her Scottish publisher, 

and there is interest in a third volume of the book (we presume she is talking about Venturer One and Venturer); 

hopes all is well with him, and makes reference to the Jubilee year.

239 . 52 11/08/1977

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Jacky 

Gillott

Discussion of the ankh in relation to a book she is writing (not named), and making reference to her sister-in-law 

Jane Percival, the Horovitz's, and Peter Lloyd Jones; discusses the book she is writing as about a 'heretical' priest 

bound up with his yearning for Mary, who is (for him) the continuation of the Ishtar, Astarte, Isis element of 

worship; she is interested in the form of the goddess the early Celts worshipped; refers to her Crying Out Loud, and 

to Sekhmet.

239 . 53 11/08/1977 Eric Korn
Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing Korn's review of 'The God of Glass' in the (New) Statesman; outlines the history of the play, i.e. the 

fact that the BBC accepted it three years earlier, and also other scripts that they still have of his (including some 

adaptations of Grimm tales, a dialogue between a black woman and a white man, and an adaptation of the novel 

'The Glass Cottage' in synopsis), and then how he had to get the Writers' Guild to write to P. H. Newby, and also 

mentions how, like 'Dance the Putrefact', they broadcast the play at a time when there would be no clash with the 

Christian liturgical year; goes on to outline where he disagreed with Korn's review, covering witchcraft, the 

menstrual taboo, animal transformations, and mentioning 'The Wise Wound'; comments on the phrase "come more 

naturally to the coloured races, like rhythm", pointing out possession cults in Africa, African art and religion and 

recommending Janheinz Jahn's book Muntu; refers to what we presume is Korn's term of "neo-obscurantist"; sends 

Korn a modest book of poems (not named); makes a note on Margaret Thatcher.
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239 . 53 20/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Eric Korn

Letter in reply to Redgrove's of 11/08/77, Ref No 239 . 53; discusses Redgrove's problems with the BBC; will not 

comment on menstrual/moon cults until he has read the book ('The Wise Wound'); explains why he used the term 

"neo-obscurantist" with reference to his own neurophysiologist background, possession-cults and Old Religions, and 

Redgrove's point about what Korn calls "prehuman cerebral luggage"; refers to the African origins of 'The God of 

Glass'; discusses zoomorphic imagery in dreams, referring to unicorns; congratulates Redgrove on winning the 

Prudence Farmer prize.

239 . 54 12/08/1977

Michael 

Launchbur

y

Peter 

Redgrove

Unfortunately does not have a script of 'The God of Glass' to lend Launchbury, but will lend him the cassette; refers 

to Neil Roberts' interest in the play in relation to Hughes' 'Gaudete', mentioning the BBC's delay in broadcasting, 

and that the script will not be published, though a prose piece of it hopefully will be; says 'The God of Glass' was 

written as a riposte to films like The Exorcist (director WIlliam Friedkin, 1973), referring to Blake's Marriage of 

Heaven and Hell, Eric Korn's and Jacky Gillott's reviews of 'The God of Glass', and 'The Wise Wound'; mentions 

Launchbury also wanting to give space to 'From Every Chink of the Ark', and sends him the Hudson Review 

interview, the piece he wrote for the PBS, and his 'Ten Poems'; wonders if he could also send Launchbury some new 

poems.

239 . 55 12/08/1977
Mr (John) 

Carey

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to the poetry prize he has won (not named but we presume it is the Prudence Farmer Poetry Award), and to 

Carey's essay (not named); discusses this essay in terms of literary-critical judgements as being objective, and 

shared experience; discusses the choosing of his poem (not named) for the prize and how he feels that the realms 

of poetry writing and poetry criticism should converse with one another; sends Carey a copy of 'From Every Chink of 

the Ark'.

239 . 55 27/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
John Carey

Thanks Redgrove for his letter and for the copy of 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; discusses Redgrove's points about 

critical objectivity, which he cannot agree with, making a point about the difference in the sharing of experiences as 

oppose to the sharing of evaluation of experiences.  There is a note on the other side of this letter dated 31st Aug. 

(31/08/77) which looks to be written by Redgrove, saying his is delighted he (we presume Carey) liked 'From Every 

Chink of the Ark', and making a point that we do not have to all like an experience to all share in it.

239 . 56 30/08/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

David 

Wade

Thanks Redgrove for a letter, an article (not named) and a book (not named); refers to 'The God of Glass'; discusses 

the demons of the mad in relation to the 'daemon' or 'holy companion' of Socrates and to modern madness; 

discusses menstruation in terms of social conditioning, human physiology, and loving the feminine.  See letter with 

Ref No 38 . 01 which seems to be the beginning of this correspondence.
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239 . 56 01/09/1977
Mr (David) 

Wade

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter in answer to Wade's, Ref No 239 . 56; discusses the link of Socrates' daemon and the demon of the 

depressed, with reference to Laing, Hillman, von Franz, Assagioli, most modern Jungians, Freud, and Layard; states 

Blake's The Marriage of Heaven and Hell as the most vivid representation, which can also be found in modern 

medical case-histories, and in accounts of shamanism; discusses menstruation with reference to the forthcoming 

book, 'The Wise Wound', in relation to the cause of the distress generally being (social) conditioning as oppose to 

physiology, which he says is the same with childbirth; relates this to 'The God of Glass', mentioning Jacky Gillott's 

review of it in the Listener; goes on to discuss hypnotism and methods of self-hypnotism, mentioning a novel he is 

trying to write (not named), and an experience of self-hypnotism that helped Penelope Shuttle with her writing; 

says what Glass (from 'The God of Glass') is doing is called "Logotherapy", which was Frankl's method.  See letter 

with Ref No 38 . 01 which seems to be the beginning of this correspondence.

239 . 58 13/09/1977
Peter 

Redgrove
Peter Ryan

Postcard mentioning the transcripts (of interviews - see letters with Ref No 239 . 33) and looking forward to 

Redgrove and Shuttle's forthcoming reading in London towards the end of October.

239 . 59 04/09/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Claire 

Glasman

Sends Redgrove some poems (see Ref 239) and would like to know his critical opinion of them; has had work 

published in Encounter and the PEN anthology of 1976-77.

239 . 59 07/10/1977
Claire 

Glasman

Peter 

Redgrove

Both he and Shuttle think Glasman is a good poet, and he offers comments of her poem from the PEN anthology, 

'The Visitor', relating it to the menstrual experience; says he sent a letter to her about the poem, via Encounter, but 

was persuaded to take it back by Tony Thwaite; offers comments on the poems she has sent him; sends her a small 

book (presumably 'Ten Poems') asking for her criticism if she has the time; notes her unusual name; wonders did 

she notice Penelope Shuttle's poems in the same PEN anthology.

239 . 59 16/10/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Claire 

Glasman

Thanks Redgrove for the pamphlet (presumably 'Ten Poems') and for his comments on 'The Visitor'; refers in 

parenthesis to Thwaite's sending Redgrove's letter back; discusses the standard for poetry as one that rests on 

"chance 'sympathy' of experience", the poet's isolation, and the rhythmic structure of her poems; comments on his 

own collection of poems ('Ten poems' we suppose) and the use of illustrations; did he see the Danny Abse 

programme called 'Like Poetry' with its discussion involving Wain, Porter, Thwaite, and Brownjohn.
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239 . 59 21/10/1977
Claire 

Glasman

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to her letter of 16th October; thinks she misunderstands her own work and Redgrove's comments on it; 

discussion on the lack of good criticism of modern poetry, recommending some books that she should read, and 

making the point that there is only one standard for poetry in England set by critics; goes to his comments on her 

work, discussing in particular what he said about 'The Visitor' and its relation to the menstrual taboo, and how he, 

Shuttle, and many of his students, all thought along the same lines with regards this poem, which he links to 

"intention"; says he did see Abse's programme, which he did not like, and refers to his book ('Ten Poems' 

presumably) saying he had little to say about the artist, and would one day like to do a collaborative work with an 

artist.

239 . 60 12/11/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Claire 

Glasman

Congratulates them on the birth of their baby; says that a poet, unlike a musician, must seek out an audience; 

thinks that Man sees Woman, in poetry, as either goddess or prostitute, and that Redgrove, by "mysticising 

menstruation", is creating a pedestal image which contradicts the spirit of equality; sends him a poem which she 

says is a sort of precursor of the 'Heart' poem (the poem she sends is 'Untitled' (as yet) - see Ref 239).

239 . 61 19/11/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Derek 

Stanford

Sends a piece he did on Redgrove in Karachi (not named); returns to their discussion on form, thinking that maybe a 

poem can only be explained in its own terms.  See letters with Ref No 239 . 17.

239 . 61 29/11/1977
Derek 

Stanford

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Stanford for his piece in the Karachi Statesman (not named), mentioning their first meeting in the Richmond 

bookshop; discusses the reading (at Wigmore Hall) and how well it went, with reference to what he wears and why; 

turns to their debate about 'form' and the fact that Redgrove's poems have discourse in them, rather than them 

being surrealist, and he links this to his interest in the language of clothes; the two informing factors in his poetry 

are the nature of his experience and the depicting of his own wonderment of encounter, which can lead to people 

only being able to see images in his poetry; discusses form in relation to poems 'Here's Another Fine Womb' and 

'On Having No Head', with regards strong-stress metre, explanation and discourse; discusses Stanford's piece in 

Karachi, saying that the poem (is it Japanese Printmaker One?) is "an essay in intellectual belief" and referring in 

particular to IX and XI.
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239 . 62 01/12/1977
Edwin 

Brock

Peter 

Redgrove

A long letter discussing a review by Brock in Ambit (not named) on 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; discusses 'Pictures 

From A Japanese Printmaker', the reference to seven alchemical metals, and goes through the review in order to 

understand its points, discussing the originality of poetry; says he is expressing experiences that, though not private, 

may be minority experience, in relation to eroticism and the language of clothes, and mentioning his 'Shirtmaker's 

Apprentice' (from 'From Every Chink of the Ark'), 'Alphabuttonbet', and 'Alphaladybet'; discusses why a poem is a 

good poem, making reference to Graves, and the ways that poems stimulate people; discusses the understanding of 

a poem, with particular reference to 'Trashabet', and goes back to the article with reference to its timing and one 

printed by Craig Raine in the London Magazine, comparing Hughes' 'Gaudete' with 'From Every Chink of the Ark', 

and mentioning that Alan Ross is being kind enough to print Redgrove's corrections; asks Brock how his work is 

going, saying he has seen poems of Brock's in Ambit, and discusses them in relation to his own work, mentioning 

'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'; mentions his job at Falmouth art school, the birth of their daughter Zoe Teresa, and the 

forthcoming 'The Wise Wound'.

239 . 62 11/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Edwin 

Brock

Answers Redgrove's letter point for point, covering what he feels are his own inadequacies as a reviewer (he much 

prefers editing), Redgrove's points about the Japanese Printmaker sequence, use of references, 'Trashabet', and the 

length of Redgrove's poems; mentions that he is living in the Granary of a water mill, which he loves, and discusses 

how his own work is going; gives them best wishes for 'The Wise Wound', and would like to know when Redgrove is 

going up to London again.

239 . 63 29/12/1977
Peter 

Redgrove

Claire 

Glasman

Discusses dreams with a quotation from Sylvia Plath's 'Johnny Panic and the Bible of Dreams'; discusses the use of 

personal pronouns in poetry today, saying the London poetry scene has male chauvinists at its core, and explaining 

her reasons for using different pronouns; refers to a poem of hers that appears in this December's Encounter, called 

'The Tenant'; sends him a poem called 'Calendar Poem' (Ref No 239).

239 . 64 14/01/1978
Peter 

Redgrove
Marie Peel

Thanks him for his letter and sending her Anne Stevenson's review (not named, but could possibly be the TLS one 

entitled 'The Voice of the Green Man'); discusses the review; talks about how she is feeling disillusioned at the 

moment; thanks him for sending her 'Ten Poems', which he sent in May along with 'From Every Chink of the Ark' 

and 'The Glass Cottage' (see letter dated 23/05/77, Ref No 239 . 42); sorry that Books and Bookmen have not 

reviewed 'From Every Chink of the Ark', but she has little control over it; discusses her work situation; congratulates 

him on the birth of Zoe.
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239 . 65 17/01/1978 Ms Cleary
Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks her for the copy of Thames Poetry, in which he appears; discusses Cleary's review of 'Gaudete' (not named) 

with reference to feminism, 'The Wise Wound', 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', and 'The 

Glass Cottage'; mentions a play of Penelope Shuttle's (not named) that is due for broadcast on Radio 3 on 26th 

February; says that he uses humour in his poetry, like Langland, and encloses a review by Anne Stevenson for the 

TLS (probably 'The Voice of the Green Man'); wonders would they like a copy of 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.

239 . 66 19/01/1978

Mr 

Dodswort

h

Peter 

Redgrove

In-depth letter in reply to a review by Dodsworth, in that day's Guardian, on 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; discusses 

Dodsworth's discrimination between the 'haeccitas' in the world and surrealism; long discussion about sex and 

sexuality, with reference to a piece he wrote for New Fiction (not named), 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles',  'The Wise 

Wound', 'In The Country of the Skin', 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding', 'The Glass Cottage', his occasional TLS 

work (presently reading Charlotte Woolf's 'Bisexuality' and June Singer's 'Androgyny'), and consultancy work for 

Forum; discusses in particular 'The Wise Wound' here, not only in relation to sex(uality) but to magic, Jung's magical 

alchemy, imagination, and religion, and how the works of his mentioned above led to trying to anchor such matters 

in everyday experience, hence 'The Wise Wound'; discusses being ungrammatical, with reference to his sub-editors 

jobs on two Times papers, his writing for a pharmaceutical firm, and 'From Every Chink of the Ark'.

239 . 67 06/04/1978 Alan Ross
Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for giving space to his reply (we presume his reply is to the article for London Magazine written by Craig 

Raine comparing 'Gaudete' and 'From Every Chink of the Ark'); asks Ross to note his change of address, and refers to 

a novel he has to finish in the Summer (possibly 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'); sends him something (not 

named).

239 . 68 12/08/1978
Douglas 

Dunn

Peter 

Redgrove

Refers to a review by Dunn in the Encounter (January 1978, entitled 'For The Love of Lumb') of 'Gaudete' and 'From 

Every Chink of the Ark', saying that some of Dunn's phrases chimed exactly with what they are saying in 'The Wise 

Wound', which he is sending; says that there is a dementia and 'The Wise Wound' has evidence of this, and 

discusses the interweaving of all of their work; discusses Dunn's discussion in the review of 'Shirtmaker's 

Apprentice', with reference to clothes being part of body language, and the humour of his poetry; thanks him 

formally for noticing his work; notes the difference in the American and English versions of 'The Wise Wound' with 

the epigraphs.

239 . 69 12/08/1978
Peter 

Redgrove

Roger 

Garfitt

Would like to visit Falmouth in the Spring; has a Writer's Fellowship at the Polytechnic in Sunderland; wonders 

would Redgrove like to review Hughes' 'Cave Birds' for Poetry Review, especially as it is subtitled 'An Alchemical 

Cave Drama'.
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239 . 69 17/08/1978
Roger 

Garfitt

Peter 

Redgrove

Glad about Garfitt coming to Falmouth; discusses the art school in relation to writers, and noting that Newcastle 

polytechnic are now running a degree-course for young writers; will decline Garfitt's offer for Redgrove to review 

'Cave Birds', as he one day wants to write a book on Hughes, and thinks that Hughes has gone off track with 'Crow' 

and 'Gaudete'; discussion of how critics can badly serve a poet, mentioning Dyson, and Sagar's 'The Art of Ted 

Hughes'; would like to know what Garfitt thinks of 'The Wise Wound', and refers to another book that they will try 

to get a commission for, which will be a guide to states of mind they refer to in 'The Wise Wound'; wishes him luck 

for the Fellowship.

239 . 70 26/08/1978 Eric Korn
Peter 

Redgrove

Sending Korn a copy of 'The Wise Wound' due to their correspondence over 'The God of Glass' (see letters with Ref 

No 239 . 53); discusses 'The Wise Wound' briefly in relation to left and right brain differentiation, turning 'The God 

of Glass' into a novel, the origin of witchcraft and shamanism in 'The Wise Wound', and Mr Glass's magic ballad; 

notes the only difference in the American and British editions of 'The Wise Wound' is in the epigraphs.

239 . 71 07/09/1978

Peter 

Redgrove 

and 

Penelope 

Shuttle

Neil 

Hepburn

Thanks them for sending him a copy of 'The Wise Wound'; discusses two instances where he has had cause to think 

about menstruation - one is when he was working at the Telegraph Magazine, and he relates an example of the 

'howlback' situation they describe, in relation to PMT, and the other instance is in relation to the anorexic daughter 

of a colleague.

239 . 72 06/03/1979
Philip 

Hobsbaum

Peter 

Redgrove

Opens a discussion of his own works and 'fantasy' by referring to Hobsbaum's book 'Tradition and Experiment in 

English Poetry' (Macmillan, 1979); Hobsbaum has dismissed Redgrove's later work "with the aid of a romantic 

stereo-type", and Redgrove discusses 'In The Country of the Skin', 'The Wise Wound', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 

'The Glass Cottage', and 'Miss Carstairs Dressed For Blooding' in turn, and how they all interlink around the 

feminine; discusses 'The God of Glass', and the review of it in Delta with Hughes' 'Gaudete', mentioning his and 

Shuttle's regret that the final chapter of 'The Wise Wound', which dealt with the feminine nature, and Blake, Poe, 

Baudelaire, Hughes and Plath, had to be omitted; discusses the forthcoming 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist', 

which he says is developed from a poem of that name in 'From Every Chink of the Ark'; also discusses 'The 

Weddings at Nether Powers', and sends Hobsbaum a piece he wrote for the PBS (not named); refers to the 

interrogating of his 'fantasies', with reference to John Layard, and his teaching job.  This letter has "Not Sent - 2nd 

Draft in Wise Wound File" written on top.

239 . 73 21/03/1979
P.J. 

Kavanagh

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter discussing Kavanagh's new book ('Life Before Death'), with particular reference to 'Don't Forget the 

Keeper', 'For Bruno', 'A Great Gale', 'Breakfast in Italy', 'Heavenly Reunions', 'New From Gloucestershire', and 'The 

Moon in Charge'; makes reference to the Falmouth art school, 'The God of Glass', and 'The Weddings at Nether 

Powers'.
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239 . 74 15/05/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

Letter in reply to one from March; outlines his plans for writing his dissertation on Caribbean Poets or just on 

Martin Carter, and talks about the teaching he has been doing, a lecture he gave at London University on Caribbean 

Poetry, a Ghana scholarship, and a job offer in a teachers college in Northern Nigeria, at Kano University; thanks 

Redgrove for his comments on Brown's poems, mentioning that Martin Booth has taken some for publication; he 

has been reading Edward Thomas, and encloses a couple of poems (see Ref No 239); sent the manuscript of his 

poetry collection to Faber, and wonders will Redgrove recommend it to Norman Franklin in the summer, if it hasn't 

been placed by then; discusses the Marxist literary theory part of his course, in relation to 'truths' and other 

academic theories; mentions Douglas Dunn's new book 'Barbarians', and a review of it in the New Statesman by 

Blake Morrison; sends Redgrove a letter (by John Morrison) that was in the same edition of NS about a poem by 

Craig Raine called 'The Big Fight' (Ref No 239); asks how the Creative Writing Course is going, and mentions an 

article he has written (not named) in the catalogue for an exhibition of Afro/Caribbean writing; mentions 

Redgrove's book getting the Poetry Book Society Choice ('The Weddings at Nether Powers'), asks about the novel of 

'The God of Glass', and mentions 'The Wise Wound'; passing reference to Hobsbaum's new book (probably 

'Tradition and Experiment in English Poetry', Macmillan, 1979); thanks Redgrove for selecting his poems for the Arts 

Council Anthology, mentioning Martyn Ford; refers to a Samuel Palmer exhibition at the V&A, enclosing a card of 

'The Piper' from Palmer's sketch book (Ref No 239); asks Redgrove about Marxist theory with regards Freud and 

Jung; refers to a repeat broadcast of Redgrove's Cornish poems; a letter he got from Philip Hurst in Australia; relates 

a tale he heard about Redgrove's name being mentioned at a recent dinner.

239 . 74 22/05/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Stewart 

Brown

A job has come up at the University of Nigeria to teach English and Creative Writing, and asks if Redgrove would 

post a reference for him. This letter has no year marked on it.

239 . 74 24/05/1979
Stewart 

Brown

Peter 

Redgrove

Assures Brown that the job reference has gone off; discusses the Marxist's with reference to Freud and Jung, 

mentioning Trilling, Kline, and Seymour Fisher; tells him when 'The God of Glass' (novel) is out, saying he hopes 

people will not say it is like 'Gaudete', and when 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' is out, mentioning also 'The Sleep 

of the Great Hypnotist'; will of course recommend Brown's book to Norman Franklin, mentioning a feminist book 

on surrealism that he is trying to get published for somebody else (not named); thanks him for the Samuel Palmer 

card (see Ref 239) and makes mention of the CNAA; comments on the two poems Brown sent him (Ref No 239); 

discusses the Hobsbaum book 'Tradition and Experiment in English Poetry' (Macmillan, 1979), with reference to 

'The Wise Wound'.

Page 337 of 345



Redgrove Papers: letters

239 . 75 25/05/1979 Bill Webb
Peter 

Redgrove

Sends him a copy of his "little Gothick piece" ('The God of Glass'); mentions about Glyn Hughes saying that Ted 

Hughes was the only one concerned with healing, and asking him (Glyn Hughes) to read 'The Wise Wound', but 

thought he wouldn't in the end; makes mention of the Carter piece (not named); hopes people will take dates into 

account if they start to compare 'The God of Glass' to 'Gaudete', and mentions the link between 'The God of Glass' 

and "the non-fiction book" (probably 'The Wise Wound').  Bill Webb was literary editor of The Guardian at this time.

239 . 75 25/05/1979
Patricia 

Beer

Peter 

Redgrove
Sends her a copy of 'The God of Glass'.

239 . 76 18/06/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Norman 

Franklin

Refers to Redgrove's friend's book on surrealism, for which he cannot see enormous sales.   Not signed, but the 

reference on the letter is NF.  This could be a reply to Stewart Brown's request in his letter to Redgrove dated 

15/05/79, Ref No 239 . 74.

239 . 77 25/07/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Margaret 

Diggle

Thanks Redgrove for a previous letter, saying she has heard him read on a couple of occasions, one of which was at 

Tunbridge Wells when he was launching the 'Poetry South East 2'; refers to her article (not named, but will be 

referring to article called 'I Can't Make Head or Tail of It: Guidance for the Baffled Reader' which appeared in New 

Poetry, Issue 47, pp. 3-7 - see 84 . 57 record) saying that Norman Hidden explained the purpose of it, referring to 

how there is an underestimation of people's ability to appreciate poetry, making reference to industry and the 

anima's role; goes back to her article, discussing surrealism, Jung, poetic imagination, and dreams; refers to 

Redgrove speaking of fancy leading to imagination, and discusses this in relation to his poems, along with the "grim" 

aspects of some of his poems, which she relates to an intensity (she is talking about poems in 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers'); finds it interesting that both Redgrove and Kathleen Raine were trained in natural science at 

Cambridge; sends him a poem (see Ref 239).  See also 84 . 57 record for the beginnings of this correspondence.

239 . 77 02/09/1979
Margaret 

Diggle

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to her letter, discussing her comments on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers', the roots of imagination in 

relation to Campbell, and Jung in relation to Coleridge, primary and secondary imagination, and 'fancy'; discusses 

Jung's notion that an artist is a species apart, which his descriptions of "active imagination" seem to deny, leading to 

a discussion about the four normal functions for poetry, which he thinks is Blake's "fourfold vision"; refers to the 

Keats remark about intensity (she quoted in her letter "the excellence of every art is its intensity, capable of making 

all disagreeables evaporate from their being in close relationship with Beauty and Truth"), in relation to the 

Shadow, and mentioning 'The Wise Wound'; thanks her for her Muse poem (Ref 239).  See also 84 . 57 record for 

the beginnings of this correspondence.
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239 . 78 27/08/1979
Peter 

Porter

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter discussing a Dodsworth review (not named, but about 'The Weddings at Nether Powers') and the insularity of 

British poetry, saying his biggest influence on the book was Rilke's 'Sonnets to Orpheus' and the most influential 

discussion of science and poetry for him is Sewell's 'The Orphic Voice'; believes, like Eliot, that poetry should not 

have too much narrative, and the reader will be caught up in the energy of writing, which he then tried to put into 

'The Glass Cottage', 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles' and 'The Wise Wound'; sends him an article (not named) and also 

sends 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'.

239 . 79 15/08/1979 Martin Bax
Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for the spread of poems in an issue of Ambit; mentions the review of 'The God of Glass' with particular 

reference to 'Moralities', and an earlier review of 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles'.  Postcard

239 . 79 15/08/1979
Mr (Eric) 

Mathieson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his review of 'The God of Glass' in Ambit, and wonders why he takes it so humourlessly, making 

particular reference to 'A Morality'.  Postcard

239 . 79 15/08/1979
Mr (Eric) 

Mathieson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his notice of 'The God of Glass' in Ambit 80; he has misunderstood the sub-title of the book (A 

Morality) which asks the reader to read the book in a certain way; thinks he has misled the reader by not stating he 

is a clergyman; refers to specific parts of the review, discussing allegory, the supernatural, 'The Wise Wound' (which 

is recommended reading in the author's note of 'The God of Glass'), and cliché.  Looks like this letter was not sent, 

as the copy we have is the top copy.

239 . 79 15/08/1979 Martin Bax
Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for the spread of poems in Ambit; thinks the review of 'The God of Glass' was silly, saying it is not 

supposed to be a realistic novel; sends him a copy of the letter he is sending to Eric Mathieson.  Looks like this letter 

was not sent as the copy we have is the top copy.

239 . 79 16/08/1979 Martin Bax
Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks Bax for publishing his poems in Ambit; wonders why Bax allowed a clergyman to review 'The God of Glass', 

which is meant to be a comic-spiritual drama, hence the sub-title 'A Morality'; has written to Mathieson; wonders if 

Mathieson liked Bax's book 'The Hospital Ship'.
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239 . 79 16/08/1979
Mr (Eric) 

Mathieson

Peter 

Redgrove

Long letter in response to Mathieson's review of 'The God of Glass' in Ambit; makes points about the humour of the 

book, the fact that it is not a realistic novel, it is indeed an allegory, wonders why Mathieson didn't say he was a 

clergyman, and the connection of this book and 'The Wise Wound'; Redgrove's diagnosis is that society seriously 

undervalues interior experience, using menstruation as an example; discusses his "stage clergyman" and the 

reluctance of most clergymen to search into their knowledge of God; thinks Mathieson has turned the novel into a 

cliché by his treatment of Glass, and makes reference to Harold Wilson reading in the radio play; refers to 

Mathieson's calling Glass the "main protagonist", saying there can be only one protagonist in a drama; discusses 

dreams, and how the novel should be read as a dream, and mentions the supernatural novels of Charles Williams, 

Maharishi, and R. D Laing, wondering if Mathieson uses any form of meditation apart from prayer; discusses the 

image of the male mother, mentioning that he was a student of John Layard's; refers to the vocabulary of the 

review, and the point that Redgrove believes in "rediscovered and occult powers"; mentions the chapter in 'The 

Wise Wound' on horror-films, and the latter part of 'The Glass Cottage'; thinks they agree on some matters of faith, 

saying that he sees poetry as the only adequate instrument for talking to and about God; sends him a copy of his 

new book of poems ('The Weddings at Nether Powers').

239 . 79 24/08/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Mr (Eric) 

Mathieson

In reference to his review of 'The God of Glass', of course he read it as an allegory and a Morality, but still found it 

too confusing and imprecise; does not think he crudely misunderstood the nature of the book; discussion of cliché, 

and that he thinks Redgrove's criticism of the clergy is too conventional; thanks him for the book, 'The Weddings at 

Nether Powers', commenting on 'Pleasing the Black Vicar'; sends him something in return (presumably 'Religion of 

Cliché').  Two copies of this letter.
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239 . 79 24/08/1979
Eric 

Mathieson

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his letter and booklet (presumably 'Religion of Cliché'), and thinks their differences may be a matter 

of temperament and theologies; discusses Mathieson's phrase that 'The God of Glass' was not "...self 

illuminating...", and sends 'The Wise Wound' to illustrate the ease with which society has ignored and or distorted 

matters; refers to the pamphlet Mathieson sent him, discussing the Church and stereotypes, mental illness, cliché, 

and mentioning the Roman centurion who assisted in the crucifixion becoming wise; discusses the Levantine 

Councils, and the synthesis of the 'pagan' and Christian religions; talks about how Mathieson writes of the drug 

experience, with reference to visionaries and "active imagination"; mentions an article he has written (not named), 

Frank Lake's 'Clinical Theology', and the type of womanhood set up by the Christian Church; sends another article 

(not named), and wonders about Angela Carter's fate if she had not been accepted as a writer; refers to other 

reviews of 'The God of Glass', and wonders if Mathieson should review 'The Wise Wound' for Ambit, and Redgrove 

review Mathieson's 'Religion of Cliché'.  There is a long continuation on this letter, dated 27/08/79; mentions that 

poet and priest have not always been separate; discusses the review of 'The God of Glass', covering Mathieson's use 

of the word "mess", saying that Glass was part of the primary material for 'The Wise Wound', and discussing 

possessions, the Doctor, chapter three of the book, page 205 where he quotes Ehrenzweig and the process of de-

differentiation, mentions Levi-Strauss's 'Structural Anthropology' and that "Blessed Be" is the traditional witch 

greeting, chapter four of the book in relation to the plague of possessions and hysteria (saying that Rilke's 'Sonnets 

to Orpheus' is the biggest influence on his work), and how from chapter six the allegory opens up; discusses how 

Glass is a sinner, and how the book, far from being a 'mess', is extremely well planned; he does not think that an 

exchange of printed reviews is necessary, but does think an exchange of letters would be interesting; doesn't think 

that Mathieson's original reply answers Redgrove's original objections; thinks that Leavis went wrong in persuading 

people that only texts in English were acceptable, and mentions Goethe, Holderlin, Novalis, Mallarme, Baudelaire, 

Rimbaud, Rilke, and a relationship between the arts and sciences, making reference to Elizabeth Sewell's 'The 

Orphic Voice', and to Walter A. Strauss' 'Descent and Return: the Orphic Theme in Modern Literature'.  Two copies 

of this letter one of which is the top copy, which would imply that it was not sent.

239 . 79 28/08/1979 Martin Bax
Peter 

Redgrove

Is sending Bax a copy of Eric Mathieson's letter and Redgrove's reply; found the encounter difficult, and does not 

think Mathieson can write criticism; wonders has Bax read Mathieson's 'Religion of Cliché'; liked the drawings that 

went with his poems in Ambit.  Two copies of this letter one of which is the top copy, which would imply that it was 

not sent.
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239 . 79 28/08/1979
Eric 

Mathieson

Peter 

Redgrove

This is a much condensed version of the earlier reply Redgrove wrote (dated 24/08/79, Ref No 239 . 79), relying 

more on the nature of Mathieson's critical skills.  Three copies of this letter one of which is the top copy, which 

would imply that it was not sent.

239 . 79 29/08/1979
Eric 

Mathieson

Peter 

Redgrove

A very short note to Mathieson saying he does not agree with him, and would have to meet him to see if he 

believed what Mathieson says in 'Religion of Cliché'.  As we still have this note, we can presume it was never sent.

239 . 80 23/08/1979
Mr (Blake) 

Morrison

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his review of 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' in the New Statesman (13th July 1979); discusses 

Reid and Raine's work; discusses a poem about menstruation, the "old obscurity", and also discusses 'The Wise 

Wound'; explains their attitude to myth and the occult, with reference to transformation and Jung; goes on to 

discuss comments Morrison made in the article about the Imagination, the Church, and "normal intelligence", which 

Redgrove considers along with the humour in his poetry, 'The Wise Wound', and the fact that he is a natural 

scientist wishing to understand nature; sends Morrison two articles, one being the review of Charles Rycroft's 

recent book (not named, but probably 'The Innocence of Dreams'), and one being a piece he wrote for a little 

magazine (not named); wonders if Morrison knows Redgrove's prose fiction, which he says are all essays on the 

psychology of the Imagination; would like to send Morrison 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist' when it comes out.

239 . 80 31/08/1979
Peter 

Redgrove

Blake 

Morrison

Reply to Redgrove's about the review Morrison wrote on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; discussion of 

'unconscious worlds' and the ordinary-daily world (and sometimes a feeling of transcendence), with reference to a 

book Morrison has been writing on the Movement, and to the phrase of "ordinary intelligence" that he used, saying 

that he always asks himself whether or not a poet has looked at something; this leads the discussion to Craig Raine 

and Christopher Reid, both of whom he feels do take the trouble to look, and he feels that the way they use 

metaphor may help to widen the audience for Redgrove's poetry; refers to the poem 'Platalow's Bung', and to 'The 

Wise Wound'; after Redgrove sent him the Collected Poems ('Sons of my Skin'), he worked with Marie Peel for a 

while in a College of Education (not named); would like Redgrove to come and read at the Poetry Workshop he runs 

at Goldsmith's College, London.
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239 . 80 06/09/1979
Blake 

Morrison

Peter 

Redgrove

Comments on Morrison's forthcoming book about the Movement, and his own days at Cambridge; says that he also 

believes in this world, rather than in Other Worlds, but that there is more to it than we commonly admit to 

ourselves; wonders what Morrison means by transcendence, saying that he himself sometimes feels closer to the 

world, and by 'ordinary world' he means the way people act towards one another; refers to anthropology and the 

origins of all societies, in relation to some creation myth and modes of consciousness besides the intellectual; he 

keeps an open mind, and the strongest influence on 'The Weddings at Nether Powers' in Rilke's 'Sonnets to 

Orpheus', mentioning also Elizabeth Sewell's 'Orphic Voice', and Jung's "descriptive system"; refers to Morrison's 

emphasis on "seeing" in his discussion of Raine and Reid, and Redgrove believes he is more haptic than Raine; refers 

to the last chapter of 'The Wise Wound' that had to be omitted, his teaching job down in Falmouth, and having to 

decline the offer to do a reading just yet; discusses (Wallace) Stevens as a complete work of philosophy that is at 

the opposite temperamental pole from what Morrison says about the Movement.

239 . 81 02/10/1979
Brian 

Miller

Peter 

Redgrove

Sends him a review (not named, but it is on 'The Wise Wound'), as a vindication of the imaginative ideas of 'The God 

of Glass' and 'The Dauntless Girl'; hopes it will weigh towards their imaginative work getting more interest from the 

BBC.

239 . 81 02/10/1979
Anthony 

Vivis

Peter 

Redgrove

Thanks him for his note about 'The Sleep of the Great Hypnotist'; sends a review (not named, but it is on 'The Wise 

Wound'), with reference to 'The God of Glass' and 'The Dauntless Girl', and hopes it will be useful in convincing the 

Controller of their scientific views.

239 . 82 08/03/1980
Anthony 

Thwaite

Peter 

Redgrove

Pleased he likes 'Gwennap Cross', 'Will' and 'Earth Shakes Away...' for Encounter; discusses the present situation of 

poetry and criticism with reference to Peter Porter, Craig Raine, Bayley and Carey, saying how visual punning is now 

called metaphor, and also referring to a review of 'From Every Chink of the Ark' that Raine published in the London 

Magazine; makes reference to the New Review, Garfitt's review of Redgrove (not named), and being written about 

by PN review as a surrealist; mentions his reading Dr Fu-Manchu as a child, and Anthony going to China.

239 . 83
Peter 

Redgrove

P.J. 

Kavanagh

Arrived back from America; Ken Smith is starting an SWA magazine, and Kavanagh wonders if he can publish the 

account of their 1969 trip to Ireland.  Undated
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239 . 84
Peter 

Redgrove

Vernon 

Young

Says he hasn't yet heard Redgrove's recording (not told what of), and mentions Leibowitz in relation to a composite 

review of Parnassus; refers to his osteoporosis; says that he defines poetry, in a more narrow sense than Redgrove, 

as verse or "a special form of imaginative language", making reference to a comment of Auden's about the human 

animal being no different if there had been no poets, and discussing how artists make nothing happen as far as the 

material world is concerned, making reference to the fact that he is waiting for royalties on a supplementary edition 

of a book he wrote a year ago; hence finds what he calls Redgrove's "idealistic affirmations" unreal, discussing the 

rejection of Christianity and how English history is tied up with it; asks what Redgrove means by his "black skin", 

saying that he now wants to feel secure within his borders; refers to one attempt he made to contact 'the primitive 

life' through Indian tribal dances; however, he does understand people who do want to make such connections.  

Cannot read the date on the postmark, but letter has August 8 on it.

239 . 84
Vernon 

Young

Peter 

Redgrove

Reply to Young's letter; cannot agree with Young's logic, discussing the Church, the tribal dances that would have 

tried to give Young a re-birth, poetry in relation to verse and the creative process, his overcoming of clinical 

disorders by "the practice of poetry" making reference to Freud and to 'Paradise Lost', his riddles of transformation 

making reference to Genesis, the Indian dance Young partook in, and the natural-dream imagery of a woman at 

menstruation; refers to Greek cultists and Hera, and the tyranny of the Church.  Undated.

239 . 85
Peter 

Redgrove

Nicki 

Jackowska

Is keeping notes on dreams/thoughts etc.; discusses her dissertation with reference to 'Queen of Clay' (Jackowska) 

and the 'round song' in Redgrove's 'The Holy Sinner'; is being considered for poet in residence position at 

Loughborough University; refers to the Briffault and to 'Way Down and Out' (John Senior); is following the 

correspondence in the TLS on 'The Glass Cottage'.  Dated by November 8.

239 . 86
Peter 

Redgrove

D.M. 

Thomas

Refers to a review Redgrove wrote in which he mentions Thomas' work; gives him some information on books; 

refers to some advice Redgrove gave him about publishing his fantasy (not named but could be the one he refers to 

in a letter to Redgrove dated 09/10/75, Ref No 239 . 04); mentions reviews (of something of his own we presume) 

and also Redgrove's book (not named).  Dated only by Sunday.

239 . 87
Peter 

Porter

Peter 

Redgrove

Wonders if he himself will be saying something about 'The Weddings at Nether Powers'; discusses a Dodsworth 

review (not named) and a review that Redgrove wrote on a book of Rycroft's (not named, but probably 'The 

Innocence of Dreams').  Dated only by Sunday.
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239 . 87
Peter (no 

surname)

Peter 

Redgrove

Letter explaining some areas around Boscastle that Hardy visited, which appears in his poetry; Redgrove 

recommends Kenneth Phelps' 'The Wormwood Cup: Thomas Hardy in Cornwall' and Carl J. Weber's 'Hardy's Love 

Poems: Hardy's Cornish Romance'; says 'The Terrors of Dr Treviles', 'The Glass Cottage', and 'The God of Glass' all 

use the areas' topography and atmosphere.  Dated only by Sunday.  Could be to Porter, but this is not definite.
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